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TALL COIN FOR LOW GUYS 





Texas’ Song a War Hazard 





London, July 6. 


Percival Mackey, one of the broadcasting bands for the British 
Broadcasting Corp.’s feature, ‘Music While You Work,’ which goes 
to all munition factories in England, included ‘Deep In the Heart of 


Texas’ in one of his programs. But 
Asked for explanation, B.B.C. re 


number was deleted by the B.B.C. 
plied that deletion was requested 


by the government who found that during the handclapping inter- 
ludes in this number the workers tapped their hammers on the ma- 


chinery, which has resulted in seve 


ral being damaged. 











First Steps Taken for Fighting Songs: 
Dreamy Stuff Doesn't Fit Long War 





¥, 


By ABEL GREEN 


A preliminary meeting was held 
in New York City last week of popu- 
lar music publishers and a repre- 
sentative of the Office of War In- 
formation, acting for W. B. Lewis, 
radio coordinator under Elmer Davis, 


at which it was stressed the OWI 
wants more ‘fighting’ songs and 
less boy-and-girl roseate stuff. It’s 


part of the grim preparation for the 
glum long war ahead with plenty 
of deaths, disasters and doleful news 
generally expected. 

It was generally agreed that no- 
body can force a spontaneous war hit 
like George M. Cohan’s ‘Over There’ 
in 1917, but that until positive songs 
come along of themselves the wrong 
kind of slushy stuff unsuitable to 
tough times should be kept in the 
publisher’s safe until after the war 
as a matter of patriotism. In short 
the OWI ideas are twofold, to get, 
if possible, the desired kind of lyri- 
cal support for the war and failing 
that, to at least check the kind of 
drivel that might handicap the fight- 
ing and winning of the war. 

At the luncheon confab, called by 
OWI, were present Edwin Hughes, 
president of the National Music 

(Continued en page 19) 


MALE S. A. BALLY THIS 
YEAR FOR AQUATENNIAL 


Minneapolis, July 21. 
Because of the war and its propul- 
sion of the males into far more of 


the headlines than the femmes, and 
because of a desire te impress upon 
the gals the extent of the sferner 
Sex’s war effort, the Aquatennial, lo- 
cal summer civic festival, this week 
is stressing masculine sex appeal in 
its various displays. Hitherto, good 
looking frails in scanty attire pretty 
much hogged the spotlight on parade 
floats and in various shows. 

Many of the elaborate ffoats that 
make the parades an attraction, lur- 
ing thousands here from all over 
the west, carry out the war motif. 
There are replicas of destroyers, bat- 
tieships, submarines and aircraft, 
manned by masculinity, instead of 
by cuties as of yore. Floats depict- 
ing war events and designed to stim- 
ulate enlistments and ~war effort and 


bond and Stamp purchases also are 
in evidence. 








Negro Quartet on Church 
Circuit at $500 Per Night 


The Golden Gate Quartet, Negro 
exponents of spirituals, are playing 
the ecclesiastical circuit at $500 and 
$750 per night. Last week, the Ten- 
ley Temple, Philadelphia, 3,000 ca- 
pacity, crowded in some 4,000 at 
75-83c. 

Churches book the spiritual song- 
sters for their own congregations, or 
hire auditoriums and/or halls, acting 
as auspices for the traveling act. 
Music Corp. of America agents them, 


Several N. Y. Drama Crix 
Seek War Work, Paving 
Way for 2d-Stringers 








New season will probably see un- 
usual activity for N. Y.’s_ second 
string critics, unless substitutes are 
engaged to cover Broadway prem- 
ieres by the dailies. Around half of 
the first-string critics are about to 
enter war work, other than combat 
service. 

In former seasons, when new 
shows were rushed into town with- 
out regard to conflicts in openings, 


action. In recent seasons there have 
been fewer debuts and hardly any 
first-night conflicts, with the result 
that the second string boys were al- 
most forgotten, 

Brooks Atkinson, of the Times, has 
been touring the midwest trying to 
get the pulse of the average citizen 
and their idea of the war. He plans 
to become a war correspondent. 

Richard Waits, Jr., of the Herald 
Tribune, is already on duty with the 
Co-ordinator of Information and will 
be assigned abroad. John Mason 
Brown, World-Telegram, wants to 
join the Navy, and Frank Farrell, 
drama editor of that sheet who has 
been covering shows, is already in. 





Salute to the War Femmes 


Tin Pan Alley has now got arcund 
to paying tribute to the distaff side 
of the war effort. The song is ‘Our 
Women Can Take It.’ 





Leeds is the publisher and Billy| level department of Leblang’s had | Warners’ cinematic efforts, capped 
Hayes and Harry Dupree are the| tickets for but two shows recently, | by the generous profits deal on ‘This 


writers. 








WAR UPS VALUES 
ON PIX VILLAINS 


Extra €:00d Price on Bad 
Men in Hollywood Fol- 
lows Long Stretch of 
Brushoff Payoffs — Now, 
Impersonations of Axis 
Heavies Get Extra Divi- 
dends on the Coast 








CHINESE AS 


‘JAPS’ 


Hollywood, July 21. 

Time was when—and it wasn’t so 
long ago—foreign nations were com- 
plaining to such purpose about their 
people being made to look the part 
of cads, blackguards and insufferable 
bounders in Hollywood films that the 
| studios, in order to keep the foreign 
market steady, decided to do the nec- 
essary thing. They discreetly ar- 
|ranged to have all, or nearly all, vil- 
\lainy and perfidy in American scripts 
done in the name and guise of Amer- 
|icans; and we became for a time the 
unmitigated lowlifes of the universe, 
|forever cadging coppers away from 
ithe poor widder woman, and all that. 
| But this is all changed now, start- 
| ing with September, 1939, and com- 
ing to a head as of Dec. 7 last, with 
| the result that a new gold rush is on 
for the Hollywood ‘heavies’ who can 
|portray an Axis scoundrel in a man- 
|ner befitting the part, which, no need 
|to add, is not difficult. 
War, in fact, has been something 
lless than hell to the 400-odd Chinese 
actors registered here with the Hays 
loffice, who are in constant demand 
|for Japanese parts; so much so that 
lthe studios have been moved to ar- 
range a cooperative schedule on Chi- 
nese casting in order to avoid con- 
fliction. They, the studios, are even 





| working through an unofficial agent, | 
M4 i 
the second-stringers were often in 


(Continued on page 47) 


CUT-RATE LEGIT 


VANISHES IN N.Y. 





For the first time since Leblang’s 
started cutting tickets for N. Y. 
legit shows nearly 30 years ago, 
there are none currently on sale at 
bargain prices. Several shows on 
Broadway are getting such mild 
grosses that cut-rates could tilt the 
takings, but the respective manage- 
'ments have declined to make any 
| such allotments. Known that cut- 
rating has been on the decline for 
'years, but it was not anticipated it 
| would reach the vanishing point. 

Formerly one of the busiest ticket 
pre on Broadway, the subway 





(Continued on page 41) 
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Charge English-Owned Buenos Aires 





Extras Shortage Gives 
Joe College a Pix Break 


Hollywood, July 21. 

College students of military age, 
deferred because of their academic 
| rating, are drawing Class B mem- 
bership cards (meaning extras) in 
the Screen Actors Guild to fill the 
gaps caused by the draft in the 18- 
to-25-year-old division. 

SAG issued cards to 46 collegiates 
with the explanation, ‘These admit- 
tances are to equalize the lack in 
that specific group. No additional 
admittances will be made until the 
situation warrants it.’ 








Rival Composers, 


Conductors Record 
Toscanini Off Air 


Outfits specializing in off-the-air- 
recording wohk had a bit of a boom 
| last week, with rival composers and 

conductors ordering transcriptions of 

| Toscanini’s chore of the Shostakovich 
| Seventh Symphony which premiered 
{Sunday (19) over NBC. Recording 
| firms were getting about $30 for the 
190-minute show. 

Toscanini is supposed to have de- 
| voted two and a half weeks to learn- 
| ing the score by heart before tack- 
|ling rehearsals. 

Warner Bros, is making overtures 
| for film rights to Dimitri Shostako- 
| vich’s Seventh Symphony. WB | 
wants score of the Soviet composer 
|for ‘Mission to Moscow.’ 


| DRAPER’S TAP LESSONS 

















[AT $5 WAR STAMPS EACH) 


| 
| 





To help the sale of Defense Stamps 
and Bonds well-known dancers will | 
become instructors at Arthur Mur- | 
ray’s dancing studios in New York 
each Wednesday afternoon, begin- | 
ning today. Paul Draper, Dixie 
Dunbar, and Johnny Mack begin the | 
weekly sessions. Each student will 
be required to purchase $5 in 
stamps to learn a new hop Murray 


has devised titled, ‘Swing Your 
Quota.’ 
Sessions themselves are called 


‘Keep in Step With the Stamp Cam- 
paign.’ 


Warners in D. C. Clover 


Washington, July 21. 

‘Warner Bros. can get anything 
from the White House, the Army, 
the Navy or the Marines,’ according 
to a responsible Governmental em- 
ployee. 

The special kindly attitude towards 
WB stems from a progressively pro- 
Americanism campaign in many of 











Radio Station with Axis Propaganda 





Buenos Aires, July 10. 

Revelation that Buenos Aires radio 
station LR5, ‘Radio Excelsior,’ which 
is English-owned and which adver- 
tises itself as English, was tied up 
with an officially black-listed Uru- 
guayan transmitter, Radio Conti- 
nental, CXA2, of Montevideo, has 
caused a flare-up here, especially 
since the revelation follows by a 
fortnight a disclosure that Excelsior 
had been broadcasting Axis news. 

Both disclosures were made by the 
English-language ‘Herald,’ which is 
the bitter rival of Excelsior owner 
A. B. Dougall’s English language 
daily, ‘The Standard.’ Herald’s 
charges on the first case were backed 
by transcriptions of items which 
came from the listed Stefani agency, 
and in the row that followed within 
the British Community Council, cen- 


tral body of English patriotic organ- . 


izations here, Dougall declared the 
broadcasts had been made without 
his knowledge and that steps would 
be taken immediately. 
Second charge re the Montevideo 
(Continued on page 16) 





Ethel Levey, at 60, 
In ‘Comeback’ at B’klyn 
Pub; Cohan’s Ist Wife 


Ethel Levey, the first Mrs. George 
M. Cohan, after r-any years’ absence 
from show business, is currently es- 
saying a comeback via an initial and 
indefinite engagement at Oectjen’s, 
oldtime Brooklyn cafe-restaurant. 
She is 60. She was later wed to 
Claude Graham - White, British 
sportsman, and the White yacht, 
anchored at Villefranche, off the 





French Riviera, was always a port 
of call for the international set at 
| Cannes, Nice and Monte Carlo, 
Toplining the show is Dan Healy. 
|}A special ‘guest party’ in Miss 
Levey’s and Healy’s honor Sunday 
|night (19) brought over Willie 
| Howard, Rose Perfect, Helen Kane 


(Continued on page 16) 


‘HOW TO LOSE A WAR’ 


Hans Habe Lestures on Subject te 
U. S. Soldiers 











Camp Wheeler, Ga., July 21. 

Called to Dixie for lectures to of- 
ficers and soldiers on war back- 
ground is Hans Habe, former editor 
in chief of Der Morgen, .eading 
liberal newspaper of pre-Hitler 
Vienna and well known in American 
press and radio circles since coming 
to America in December, 1940, on @ 
special emergency visa granted by 
President Roosevelt. 

Habe gained Hitler’s ill will in 
1932 when he published the more 
unromantic facts of the Shickle- 
gruber family and a year earlier 
branded himself an enemy of so- 











lIs the Army,’ soldier musical. 


(Continued on page 41) 
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Persecution’ Complex Defense for Son 
Of Lew Lipton, Scripter, in Mayer Jam 


Los Angeles, July 21. 


Conspiracy to extort $250,000 from 
Louis B. Mayer, Metro studio chief, 


under threats of death, was disclosed | 
here with the arrest of Meyer P.| 


Grace and Channing P. Lipton, self- 
styled songwriters. F.B.I. agents 
took the men into custody after in- 
tercepting a shoebox, supposedly 
containing a quarter-million in $100 
bills, 

Both were held in $5,000 bail fol- 
lowing arraignment before U. S. 
Commissioner David Head. The 
hearing was set over to July 30 to 
allow defense attorney William Fer- 
riter sufficient time to prepare 
briefs. 

Counsel for the defense stated 
that Lipton had been an air cadet 
for the last two months and due to 
report for training on Aug. 1. He 
told newsmen that Lipton’s family 
had been ‘persecuted’ and it had af- 
fected the mind of his client. He in- 
dicated he has enough explosive evi- 
dence to clear Lipton since, Ferriter 
alleged, he can show that young 
Lipton’s dad, Lew Lipton, one-time 
studio scribe, was ‘blacklisted.’ 

Lew Lipton has been in and out 
of pictures since 1917 as a gagman 
and comedy constructor. During the 
silent days he was in the chips at 
Metro, but with the passing of Irving 
Thalberg the going has been tough. 
Last Metro assignment for the elder 
Lipton was ‘Broadway Serenade’ of 
three years ago. Since then Lipton 
has been an enigma to the film in- 
dustry by persistently venting his 
anger on certain factors and phases 
of the business, and repeatedly men- 
tioning sundry influences that would 
have to be corrected by legislative 
action. After long absences he 
would come up with tal] tales about 
injustices in the industry which, so 
he claimed, he had been working to 
remedy. His son is said to have 
adopted the same attitude toward 
the industry but few ever thought 
he would allow it to get him into 
his present predicament. 

Grace, 39, is an ex-pugilist who re- 
tired from the ring after 20 years of 
boxing as a welterweight, chiefly 
around Philadelphia. Lipton, when 
not composing music, is a garage 
mechanic, age 25. 

Mayer, according to Federal 
agents, received a letter on June 25, 
signed ‘Spokesman for Six’ and de- 
manding $250,000 or his life. The 
letter was followed by telephone 
calls and finally, on July 1, by a post- 
card containihg detailed instructions 
about the delivery of the money in 
$100 bills. The shoebox was to be 
left at the Ambassador Hotel desk 
for ‘Robert Sexton.’ 

Grace and Lipton were arrested 
when they called for the package 
July 13. Grace, according to the 
F.B.I, is a naturalized Russian and 











GABLE’S WAR STATUS 





He’s Merely on the List—Report of 
a Majority Exaggerated 





Military status of Clark Gable is | 


that he is on the available list of 
the Army Air Corps. His papers 
have been filled out and filed, and 
actor has announced his readiness 
to accept an immediate summons. 
Whether he will be called in the 
near future remains a military se- 
cret. In a letter sent by President 
Roosevelt to the star last Decem- 
ber, he was urged to continue his 
picture making activities. Contrary 
to newspaper reports Gable is not 
slated to be an Air Corps major. 
That was a commission awarded by 
the scribes and has never been offi- 
cial. As more and more men are 
called for the military machine, the 
need of the expanding Air Corps 
is for administrative personnel. 
Believed that eventually the 
M-G-M star will be reached and his 
offer for service accepted, but the 
call may not come for some months. 





Decca’s ‘Army’ Album By 
And With Berlin and Cast 


Irving Berlin has relented and 
okayed a deal for Decca to wax an 
album of four records, eight sides, 
of ‘This Is the Army’ tunes, with 
himself and members of the show’s 
cast doing the vocals. Berlin, al- 
ways a bit timid about the thinness 
of his voice, will sing ‘Oh, How I 
Hate to Get Up in the Morning.’ 
It’s a ‘for posterity’ item, as well 
as for the Army Emergency Relief 
Fund, 


Decca will pay the full song roy- 
alty of 2c for each side, plus 3%c 
per record for the talent, a total of 
7i2c per disk, all the coin, of course, 
going into the Army Fund. 

Earl Oxford will reprise his chore 
in ‘Army’ with ‘Stage Door Canteen’ 
on wax; William Horne will ditto 
with ‘I’m Getting Tired So That I 
Can Dream,’ Ezra Stone will do ‘The 
Aiu.ny Made a Man Out of Me,’ as 
will the others. The choral num- 
bers, as in the show, will be directed 
by Pvt. Milton Rosenstock. 





Groucho’s Play; Vallee’s 
Service Governs Radio 


Groucho Marx will be moustache- 
less in Max Gordon’s production of 
George S. Kaufman’s ‘Franklin 
Street,” which opens Sept. 29 in 
Philadelphia. He leaves for east in 
two weeks to start rehearsals. 


McKee-Albright Agency wants 


has worked as a laborer at EKO for | Marx to head the Seal-Test show, if | 
ee eee |and when Rudy Vallee is called into | 
service. 











BUY 


UNITED 
STATES 





| 
| 








It will cost money to defeat 
Germany, Japan and Italy. 
Our government calls on you 
to help now. 


Buy war savings bonds or 


stamps today. Buy them 
every day if you can. But 
buy them on a regular basis. 


GOLDWYN-GARY 
UNRENEWED YET 


Hollywood, July 21. 


Sam Goldwyn is having a time 
trying to get the attentive ear of his 
jace star, Gary Cooper, so that he 
‘can get him interested in a new 
contract. Present ticket was punched 
out with ‘Pride of the Yankees’ and 
producer is most anxious to have 
him tag along for a few more years 
as he has been a luck charm to 
Goldwyn since the making of ‘Win- 
ning of Barbara Worth’ some years 
back. ‘Emperor of Formosa Street’ 
is running into brisk opposition for 
the services of Cooper, among the 
contenders being United Artists, 
Hunt Stromberg and Paramount. 
Actor is holding off on commitments 
until after he finishes ‘For Whom 
the Bell Tolls.’ 

The Goldwyn pitch started six 
| months ago but Cooper has always 
managed to change the subject when 
the matter of a new contract was 
| broached. 




















SPITALNY THE ENVIED 


| Coast Bandmen Scouting for Femmes 
To Fill Those Draft Voids 








Hollywood, July 21. 
| Most envied maestro among band- 
imen now on the Coast is Phil 
'Spitalny, whose all-girl orchestra 
|will be just as intact a year from 
now as it is today. There’s that 
little matter of a war going on that 
makes the big difference. With every 
‘dance band in the country crimped 
| by defections due to enlistments and 
|draft calls, the Spitalny position is 
leasily appreciated — especially by 
Spitalny. 

In the latest complement of 

(Continued on page 38) 























{THE BERLE-ING POINT 
$ By Milton Berle 


Well, here I am back in New York again...Up to now my vaudeville 
tour has been a great success...I've outrun every audience. ..Checked 
into a very swanky hotel, and the rooms are so large...your echo comes 
back in jnstallments...To save wear and tear on your feet going from 
room to room, the hotel furnishes each guest with a Shetland pony 
I love this hotel...it’s the first time I ever took a bath with mink soap 


Talk about swank, they only hire bellhops whose ancestors had a round 
trip ticket on the Mayflower...I’m crazy about the service, When you 
phone downstairs for a bellhop...they shoot him out of a cannon into 
your room. 


This has really been a full week for me. Charles Martin, the radio 
producer, asked me to portray the lead in ‘My Favorite Blonde’. . . Jack 
(Baldy) Zero wasn’t available...Arrived at rehearsal at 10 o'clock, and at 
six that evening was letter perfect...Martin gave me some mail to sort 
...Wendy Barrie that lovely Irish actress, who played opposite me, said 
as I came in: ‘Faith, but this is going from ‘Hope to Charity!’ 


During the show the sound effects of a train were so realistic I un- 
consciously yelled for a porter...Charles Martin jumped around so much 
while directing the show the jitterbugs in the audience made him an 
honorary member of their clan...My mother only laughed half as hard 
as usual...she was saving the other half for the re-broadcast to the West 
Coast...After the broadcast the sponsors called me on the phone and 
said: ‘Berle, your performance was out of this world...when are you 
going to join your performance!’...Walking out of the stage entrance 
I bumped into Leo Lindy who was taking his favorite herring, Jennifer 
for her evening stroll. ; 


Walked to his restaurant and sat down for a bite... a fly accommo. 
dated me...Ordered my favorite dish, halavah croquettes and pistachio 
borscht...on the half shell...A friend in my party called a waiter over 
and said: ‘Bring me a tall one!’...so he brought over a tall waiter. 


Lou Holtz came over to my table and handed me a shock...he told 
an Irish story...Romo Vincent showed me a new invention he hoped 
he could market for stout men. When they're on camping trips they 
take their trousers off, insert three poles in them and presto, chango, 
they’ve got a pup tent...B. S. Pully (he of the gravel throat) came over 
and told me while he was shaving around his throat, he accidentally cut 
it... and bled pebbles. 


Left Lindy’s, took a stroll and went home to bed...Couldn’t sleep, so 
I took a pill...and kept the pill up all night...Got up the next morning 
and found a special delivery letter waiting for me. It was from Holly- 
wood, advising me that my next picture would be one called ‘Over My 
Dead Body’...In this picture I'm supposed to play a corpse...with per- 
sonality...which will be tatooed on my face...This is the biggest role of 
my career...I play straight to a coffin...My leading lady in the picture 
is a pint of embalming fluid...My last picture was ‘Whispering Ghosts’ 
and my new one is ‘Over My Dead Body’...I must be definitely the 
gruesome type...I’ve ‘been in so many pictures dealing with ghosts... 
nobody recognized me unless I’m wearing a sheet...To get into the mood 
of the picture they sent me a script engraved on a headstone... But after 
all I’m an actor, and when I start to work on that picture I'll give the 
liveliest portrayal of a dead man you ever saw. 


Decided to leave the sticky city and go to Atlantic City for a few days 
...Walked along the boardwalk and ran into Broadway Rose...she was 
opening a branch office on the thoroughfare, and was breaking in a few 
stand-ins...Rose looked very lovely in her bathing suit made of salami 
crepe de chine...and pot cheese wedgies...My wife Joyce and I got into 
our bathing suits and dove into the water, and it was so cold an eel swam 
by in a fur coat (Courtesy of I. J. Fox). A herring swam by and with 
tears in his eyes said: ‘I’m lost, which way is it to Lindy’s!’ 


We swam over to a raft and I dove off the springboard and did a very 
fancy jacknife...does anybody know a cheap chiroprattor. 

We swam back to the shore and stretched out on the sand to dry off 
in the sun. Was it hot? It was so warm the sun was sucking on a 
popsicle to keep cool..I got a beautiful burn..a guy dropped a cigarette 
on my back. 


I was really very absent-minded that day, I wrote love letters in the 
sand and then ran around trying to get a stamp...so I could mail them. 
We got dressed and went to a seafood place for some food. I asked the 
proprietor .or some shrimp so he sent a midget over covered with hot 
mustard (I should have told him I never have hot mustard with my 
midgets). Spent several days there and then came back to New York 
to start packing for my trip to Chicago, where I open a week’s engage- 
ment at the Oriental Theatre (I understand the Oriental is a first cousin 
to Grauman’s Chinese). I've packed and unpacked my clothes so many 
times in the past few weeks I’m being sued for cruelty to moths. Well, 
goodbye New York, I'll be seeing you in the winter (From the picture 
‘If Winter Comes’). 





Judy Canova’s Personals | 


Until Sept., Then Repub 


Pittsburgh, July 21. 


Judy Canova, whose original two 
weeks of personal appearances had 
extended. to eight at the Stanley last 
week, has enough offers to keep her 
out on the road until first of Sep- 
tember, she said, but hillbilly come- 
dienne hadn’t made up her mind 
whether to return to Hollywood fol- 
lowing current engagement at 
Strand, N. Y., or keep going. Health 
may force her to take a rest before 
beginning next picture at Republic, 
since she’s suffering from a_ bad 
neck, result of a ton of hay falling 
on her for a scene in ‘Joan of 
Ozarks’ with Joe E. Brown couple of 
months ago. 

Miss Canova, in her p.a. act, is 
using sister Annie, who was with 
her in the old act of Annie, Judy & 
Zeke. Latter is currently also on 
payroll at Rep, while another 
brother, Pete, is film star’s personal 
manager. 





Stanwyck’s Burley Typing 


Hollywood, July 21. 

Hunt Stromberg signed Barbara 
Stanwyck to a term contract calling 
for two pictures a year, first of which 
will be ‘G-String Murders,’ based on 
the book by Gypsy Rose Lee. 

Actress recently played another 
burlesque role in the Samuel Gold- 
wyn production, ‘Ball of Fire.’ 
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ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


“They're the funniest pair I’ve seen in a long, long time.” 
MAE TINEE, Chicago Tribune. 
On National Release August 7 
In “PARDON MY SARONG” 


Universal Pictures 





Under Personal Management of, EDWARD. SHERMAN 











Dorsey Brothers Fraternal Again | 


But Risk New Friendship 


by Becoming Partners in 


Music Publishing -House 





THOMAS JOB’S JOB 





Will Probably Keep Playwrights in 
Holly wood 


Pittsburgh, July 21. 

Problematical whether Thomas 
Job will return to faculty of Car- 
negie Tech drama school here next 
season in view of screén-writing 
contract he signed last week with 
Edward Smali, UA producer. Job, 
who authored current Broadway 
smash, ‘Uncle Harry,’ has been an 
instructor in playwriting at local 
school for last two years. 


At present; he’s vacationing in 
New England, where he’s working 
on a new play, but expects to leave 
for Hollywood shortly to begin his 
chores for Small. Prior to ‘Uncle 
Harry,’ his only Broadway show was 
‘Barchester Towers,’ which Gilbert 
Miller presented with Ina Claire 
couple of seasons ago. Two of Job’s 
works, neither of which ever reach- 
ed Broadway, however, were given 
productions at Tech since he’s been 





there. 


* 


The Dorsey Brothers are going into 
the music publishing business to- 
gether, Jimmy and Tommy, and 
their lawyers, John Manning and 
William Farnsworth, are currently 


setting up the Dorsey Bros. Pub- 
lishing Co. Bill Burton, Jimmy's 
manager, and Leonard Vannerson, 


Tommy’s manager, will be officers 
of the company, in addition to the 
leaders themselves. 

The idea for the publishing ven- 
ture came out of a conference the 
brothers had last week, following the 
burial of their father, Thomas, Sr. 
who died July 12 in Philadelphia. 
At this meeting the differences of 
the two, which led to a physical 
clash between them at Tommy’s re- 
cent opening at the Astor hotel, New 
York, were patched up. 

Tommy Dorsey is already in the 
music publishing business, as a side- 
line to his bandleading. He owns 
the Embassy Music Co., and several 
subsidiaries, operated by Jack John- 
stone. Before that he bought, and 
later returned to its owners, the Sun 
Music firm. Tommy’s interest in 
Embassy and the other firms will not 
be changed by the plans for the new 
company. 
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H’wood Barristers 


Problem of Actor Pacts After War 


Tussle With 








Hollywood, July 21. 


Behind all the hosannahs of the 
studio calliope depts. and the natural 
gratification of studio executives 
over the fact that their name guys 
are genuinely patriotic, there’s a 
deal of discreet finger-crossing 
being done around here as the 
flower of Hollywood’s marquee- 
manhood goes marching off to war. 
It isn’t that the boys aren’t expected 
back in prime fettle, with male 
beauty unimpaired by  heavy- 
marching-order and the rigors of 
corn willie. It isn’t anything that 
might happen during the war. 

It’s what may happen directly 
afterward that has local barristers 
conning their provisos far into the 
eventide and poring over weighty 
tomes. Briefly, it’s the studio con- 
tract situation and the customary 
‘suspend and extend’ provision, and 
what may be done about it, that has 
the legalists winging. 

Legalists, for ‘nstance, always go 
by precedent, as in citing the deci- 
sion in Bananas v. Bananas in Su- 
perior Court, Part Two. But this 
time there’s nothing to go on in the 
case of a male film star under, say, 
a five-year contract who goes away 
to war—and comes back at the close 
of the duration, to what? The studio 
barristers would like to know them- 
selves. 

As they see it now, the whole 
post-war contract situation on the 
Hollywood lots may even boil down 

(Continued on page 45) 


WINKLER EXITS RKO, | 
MAY RESUME AGENTING 


Hollywood, July 21. 

Danny Winkler, talent commitment 
chief at RKO, agreed to a friendly 
settlement of his contract which had 
seven months to go, and checked 
off the lot. Understeod he will re- 
turn to the agency business, in which 
he was a prominent figure before he 
Was signed to a three-year contract 
by George J. Schaefer, then presi- 
dent of RKO. 

Winkler suffered a siege of illness 
last winter and most of his duties 
were taken over by Joe Nolan. 











3 Oxford Boys Added 
To Metro’s ‘DuBarry’ 


Pittsburgh, July 21. 

Three Oxford Boys, vocal band 
imitators who played the Stanley 
last week, have been signed by 
Metro on a one-picture deal and 
leave for Hollywood shortly. They'll 
make their pic debut in ‘DuBarry 
Was a Lady’ with Red Skelton, Ann 
Sothern, Zero Mostel and Nancy 
Walker. 


Oxford trio for the last two sea- 
sons has been touring in road 
company of ‘Hellzapoppin’ with 
Billy House and Eddie Garr and 
has been approached to go into 
new version of ‘Hellz’ which is 
Scheduled to travel again next fall. 
They haven’t said yes or no yet to 
the deal, however, preferring to wait 
to see what the Coast has to offer. 


Par Testing Martha Hodge 


Hollywood, July 21. 

Martha Hodge, Broadway actress 
and producer, is being tested by 
Paramount for a part in ‘Redheads 
Are Dangerous’ which Elliott Nugent 
is directing. It would be her film 
debut. _Prospective picture deal may 
indefiniely Stall her fall production 
Plans for Broadway. She has two 
Scripts under consideration. Her first 
Production try was ‘The Cat 
Screams,’ 
: _ Hodge came to Hollywood 
ast week to visit her husband, 
yron McCormick, legit and radio 
actor , currently working in Ben 
Hecht’s ‘China Girl’ et RKO. She is 


the daughter 1; 
Hodge, of the late William 








vt 





| L. Sullivan. 


M-G DICKERS WB HOUSE 
FOR ‘SHOW BOAT’ RE-DO 


Metro’s revival of ‘Show Boat,’ it 
and when d*Me, may be spotted in 
Warners’ Hollywood, N. Y. In- 
quiries were made as to the avail- 
ability of the latter, a large capacity 
Broadway theatre which occasion- 
ally has housed legit shows and is 
now showing the George M. Cohan 
biographical film, ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy.’ Picture is expected to run 
into autumn, 

Plans for ‘Show Boat’ are still in- 
complete, it being Metro’s idea to 
present a stage revival in, conjunc- 
tion with its remake of the film 
version. 


Pat Rooney, 62, Weds 
32-Year-Old Ex-Wife 
Of His Son, Pat Il 


Marriage yesterday (Tuesday) in 
Hoboken of Pat Rooney to his 
daughter-in-law, Janet Reade, came 
as no surprise to the N. Y. show biz 
bunch, who for the past few years 
have known of the romantic attach- 
ment between the 62-year-old hoofer 
and the 32-year-old platinum blonde 
singer. Miss Reade, nee Helen Ru- 
lon, was divorced July 6 from Pat 
Rooney, 3d, son of her sextegenarian 
groom, after a separation of nearly 
five years. .Prior to the younger 
Rooney, she had married and di- 
vorced Walter Batchelor, talent 
agent. 

Marion Bent (Mrs. Rooney) died 
in July, 1940, in the NVA ward of 
the French Hospital, N. Y. 

Last week,* when asked what his 
son thought of the coming nuptials, 
Rooney stated that he hadn’t seen 
Rooney 3d for ‘some years.’ He 
added that Janet Reade had ‘been 

(Continued on page 41) 


M-G Plays Safe, Puts 


Chorines Under Contract 

















Hollywood, July 21. 

As insurance against a possible 
shortage of femme hoofers in the 
current rush of filmusicals, Metro is 
organizing a dancing unit of 25 girls, 
to be tied up for future pictures by 
stock contracts. 

Studio will use them in ‘Present- 
ing Lily Mars,’ ‘DuBarry Was a 
Lady,’ ‘Best Fovut Forward,’ ‘Girl 
Crazy,’ ‘Lucky Number’ and ‘Very 
Warm for May,’ all musicals. 





SOPH’S AUTOBIOG 


in Sept.—Witnesses Nephew’s 
Wedding in Dayton 
Dayton, O., July 21. 
Sophie Tucker dropped in here be- 





Out 








tween bookings to see her nephew, 
Lt. Zachary Abuza, and his fiancee, | 
Ada Mae Finn, of Dayton. Lt. Abuza | 
came west with his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Philip Abuza, of Hartford, 
Conn., and all the guests, including 
Sophie, were entertained at the Finn 
home. Miss Tucker had just com- 
pleted a three weeks’ stand at the 
Lookout House in Cincy. 

Soph stated that next September 
she will celebrate her 35th year in 
the business by publishing her auto- 
biog, ‘Life of a Red Hot Mama.’ Her 
collaborator, Dorothy Giles, is pol- 
ishing it up. Soph wrote the com- 
plete first draft in long hand. 


Flynn OK Again 


Hollywood, July 21. 

Errol Flynn has fully recovered 
from his recent heart attack and is 
back in action, on the Warner lot, 
in ‘Gentleman Jim,’ the story of 
James J. Corbett, heavyweight 
champ who boxed his way to the 
title in his immortal bout with John 








FILM JUVES 





C000 Pon (IF \Crack at Abbott and Costello's | 
War Bond Tour As ‘Publicity Riles 
Show Biz Spokesmen in Capital 


PUSoIBLE LEADS 


Male Situation in Hollywood 
Not So Bad, with Plenty 
Silent Stars Still Around— 

_ Army Hasn’t Got ’Em All 








A. K.’S BREAK 





Hollywood, July 21. 

The last heard of William Haines, 
he was an interior decorator. And 
Charley Farrell was running a set 
of tennis courts for the film colony; 
Charley Ray was playing bits, and 
less; Warner Baxter had retired on 
his laurels, House Peters ditto, only 
to change his mind and come back; 
Jimmy Dunn was doing the best ~he 
could, and Frankie Albertson, Ri- 
cardo Cortez, Dick Barthelmess and 
Monte Blue were playing supports, 
secondaries, heavies and other forms 
of animated scenery, 

But there’s life in the not so old 
boys yet, and the many like them 
who were boxoffice in the days of 
the silents, the early and semi-early 
talkers. In fact, there had better 

(Continued on page 19) 


JOLSON DEAL 
FOR COLGATE 
PENDS 


Purchase of a half-hour variety 
program headed by Al Jolson is 
again up for consideration by Col- 
gate Toothpowder through the Sher- 
man & Marquette agency. Before 
any signatures are to be exchanged 
the account wants to make sure that 
it will be able to solve a production 
problem now facing it. The agency 
figures that the latter angle will be 
settled by the end of this week. 

Music Corp. of America is repre- 
senting Jolson. Tentative plans call 
for spotting the show in the Satur- 
day 9:30-10 p.m. niche on CBS, with 
either Sept. 26 or Oct. 3 as the start- 
ing date. 

Al Jolson will be ‘invited’ to en- 
tertain United Nations troops in 
England and Ireland, and while the 
star will probably acquiesce, it is 
known that he figures there are 
American service men in tough 
tropical countries, such as the Car- 
ribean belt, who right now could 











stand a little divertissement. 


HOW MUCH? RKO WANTS 
TO KNOW FROM LORENZ 


Hollywood, July 21. 

Production on ‘Name, Age and Oc- 
cupation,’ in work for several 
months, was halted on the Pathe lot 
in Culver City while RKO execs 
asked Pare Lorenz, producer-direc- 
tor, to give them a rough estimate of 
future expenses on the picture. 

Filming started several months ago 
on lovation in Tennessee, with 
Frances Dee and Robert Ryan, a 
newcomer, sharing top spots, ana 
moved back to Hollywood about 
June 1. Understood execs are un- 
willing to let the costs run into the 
$700,000 bracket. : 








Army Wants Hope, 
Bergen to Entertain 
In Alaska, Hawaii 


Hollywood, July 21. 

Army’s morale division has asked 
the War Dept. for approval of a 
plan to route Edgar Bergen and Bob 
Hope to Alaska and Hawaii to pro- 
vide entertainment for fighting 
forces there. If okayed, they would 
be flown by Army bomber to those 
bases. Alaskan tour would be similar 
to those made by Al Jolson and 
Joe E. Brown. Defenders of Pearl 
Harbor have been without enter- 
tainment from the mainland since 
the Jap stab-in-the-back. 

Bergen is standing by for imme- 
diate passage while Hope will be 
ready to hop off around Sept. 1, 
being currently tied up in picture 
production. 








Rogers Borrows Three 
Leads for ‘Powers Girls’ 


Hollywood, July 21. 
George Murphy, Priscilla Lane and 
Carole Landis, on loanout from three 
studios, will share top roles in ‘The 
Powers Girls,’ to be produced by 
Charles R. Rogers, starting in mid- 

August for United Artists release. 
Benny Goodman and his orchestra 
have been signed for the musical end 
of the picture. Norman McLeod, 
borrowed from Metro, will direct the 

filming at General Service Studios. 


Bruce’s 3-Wayer at M-G 
Hollywood, July. 21. 
Metro has given George Bruce a 
three-way ticket as writer, director 
and producer. 








Larry Sunbrock Careless With Fists 


Rodeo Promoter Settles His Business Arguments That || 


Way—His Mob Threatened ‘Variety’ 


Larry Sunbrock, the rodeo pro- 
moter, completed his run at the Polo 
Grounds, New York, Sunday night 
(19) and took his cowboy frolic and 
thrill circus to Philadelphia. He left 
behind him in New York, as he has 
elsewhere, an impression that the 
Sunbrock discussion method on un- 
paid bills is a sock to the jaw or a 
black eye for the offensive fellow 
who tries to collect what’s owed 
him. 

It appears, too, that Sunbrock 
likes publicity of a certain kind, but 
the wrong kind irks him, as when he 
and five of his tough boys drove up 
in a taxicab at the ‘Variety’ office in 
New York over a week ago with the 
avowed purpose of using their 
muscles. A tall New York cop hap- 
pened in and the Sunbro¢ck mob de- 





parted quietly saying they had 
merely come to break up the joint 
and get themselves a “good front 
page story. 

Sunbrock’s show left town with no 
clear estimate on the gross in money. 
(He'll be back for a hearing in 
court). The gross in other things, 


especially complaints, was large, and | 


one of them resulted in the issuance 
of warrants for the appearance of 
Sunbrock and an associate, Jack An- 
drews, to appear Monday (20) in 
West 54th Street Court and answer 
charges for alleged assault on one 
Nat Pressberg, a ticket promoter. 
Asks Three-Week Delay 
Neither Sunbrock or Andrews 
showed up befcre the magistrate, 
but a lawyer did. He asked a three- 
(Continued oh’ page 20) 
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Washington, July 21. 

Industry representatives and show- 
men generally saw red when they 
learned that Secretary of the Treas- 
ury Morgenthau, at a press confer- 
ence, had gone out of his way to 
question the patriotic motives of 
Bud Abbott and Lou Costello in 
their planned bonds selling campaign. 

The Treasury head responded to 
the question of a newspaperman who 
thought the comedians were cam- 
paigning for personal publicity pri- 
marily, rather than making a con- 
tribution to the war effort. Query 
was inspired by a press handout 
released by the Motion Picture and 
Special Events section of the Treas- 
ury’s War Bonds Staff. 


‘I don’t like that sort of thing 
any more than the newspapers do,’ 
said Morgenthau. ‘I have been 
watching this sort of thing and will 
check it still more closely.’ The in- 
nuendo was applied to two Hollywood 
comedians who are giving their per- 
sonal appearance salaries of $10,000 
a week to Army and Navy Relief, 
and have consented to make 47 
speeches in 17 states to stimulate 
the sale of War Bonds. 

There is no indication that news- 
papers resented the Treasury pub- 
licity, but every indication that the 
reporter did and saw a chance to 

(Continued on page 47) 


COUNT BASIE DUE 
IN METRO MUSICAL 


Milton Ebbins, manager of the 
Count Basie colored’ orchestra, left 
for California Sunday’ (19) to close 
a picture contract with Metro, Basie 
is wanted by that studio for an un- 
titled musical. Ebbins will return 
to New York in six weeks. 


Basie’s band is already on the 
Coast. It opens July 29, at the Or- 
pheum theatre, Los Angles, and on 
Aug. 19 goes into the Trianon Ball- 
room, Southgate, Calif. 
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Film Biz Pressing Our Government 
For a Better Coverage of the War 








ee 


Movement is gradually taking 
shape in the picture industry to im- 
press different Government film 
acencies, whether Army, Navy, Ma- 
rine or strictly of civilian status of 
the urgent need for developing a 
comprehensive coverage of the ac- 
tual war front. Points likely to be 
stressed is that camera crews and 
other units must be developed so 
that an efficient machine can be Ge- 
veloped to propagandize the U. S. 
and United Nations war effort and 
aims. Idea is to find means for do- 
ing this as speedily as possible so 
that the U. S. may strongly combat 
what some regard to be the slickest 
propaganda regimentation extant— 
that of the Nazis. 

One of the initial steps in the right 
direction. industry leaders believe, is 
the United Newsreel which is in- 
tended to blanket the foreign terri- 
tory and reach on-the-fence nations 
not yet enveloped by Nazism. Head- 
ec by Ned Buddy, former Paramount 
vet in Europe, and with the guidance 
of executives from five majors hav- 
ing newsreels, United Newsreel is 
functioning—but has not been mar- 
keted thus far. 

Although five issues have been 
completed and are available for ship- 
ment, not a single one has gone 

(Continued on page 18) 





Despite U. of Minn.’s 
Tabu, Army Show Will 
Play Mpls.—in a Park 


Minneapolis, July 21. 

Although it was refused use of 
the University of Minnesota football 
stadium, which it declared was the 
only suitable site here, the big Army 
war show, ‘Here’s Your Army,’ will 
come into Minneapolis Aug. 15-18 
just the same. After Army engin- 
eers inspected a natural amphithea- 
tre at one of the city’s parks offered 
by the park board, they indicated 

(Continued on page 8) 


N.Y.’S SWING ST. TO JIVE 
BOND SALES, TONIGHT 


Swing Lane’s Block Party tonight 
(Wednesday) will be a _ blend of 
military atmosphere and_. nitery 
beauts and jive when the 52d 
Street nite club sector, from Fifth 
to Sixth avenues, puts on a War 
Bonds and Stamps rally. Police have 








agreed to close the 52d street block | 
t» motor traffic from 9 o'clock to- 
night until 2 a.m. tomorrow 
Purchase of a 10¢c war stamp 
entitles anybody to dance in the 


sireet to the music of nearly a dozen 


bands. To those who sign a pledge 
to buy $5.000 war bond, a jeep} 
will be sent to the person’s home } 
and he will be delivered to 52d 
street in style. Group of U. S. Army 


jeeps will be on hand for the party 
and to help in this service. 
According to Eddie Davis. of Leon 
& Eddie’s. chairman of the enter- 
tainment committee, shows from the 
nearly 20 niteries in the block are 
ts give performances on outdoor 


platforms as part of the party. For- | 


mer Msrvor James J. Walker is 
slated to m.c 
Besides the cafe orchestras. the 


Fort Jay Army band also will be on | 


tap. Salesmen will be Gertrude 
Niesen, Lucy Monroe, Olsen & 
Johnson. Ray Bolger, Jan Peerce 
Jean Tennyso Benay Venuta, 
Brenda Marshal. Walter O'Keefe. 
William Holden and others. 


War Work Puts Crimp 


In Lastfogel’s Vacation 





Hollywood, July 21. 

Abe Lastfogel’s two-week vacation 
has stretched out into a month of 
hard work. Originally designed as a 
fortnight of rest, the recreation 
period developed into a job to 
straighten out various talent prob- 
Jems with the Hollywood Victory 
Committee and to arrange for USO 
Camp shows in isolated districts 
where service men had been hitherto 
neglected. 

Lastfogel’s vacation period has 
been periodical, consisting of week- 
end trips to Arrowhead Springs. He 
Starts back to New York July ‘28. 
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Doob’s Bond Chore 


With the approval of Nicholas M. 
Schenck, president of Loew’s, the 
company’s theatre publicity-adver- 
tising head, Oscar A. Doob, will take 
a temporary leave of absence in or- 
der to join the War Activities Com- 
mittee on a special assignment. 

Doob will take charge of all pub- 
licity on the War Bonds drive under 
the auspices of the WAC. 


Jeanette MacDonald Pic 
Plans After Camp Tour; 
May Join RKO Roster 


Hollywood, July 21. 
Jeanette MacDonald will not make 











any definite picture commitments 
until she returns from VU. S. Army 


Camp and concert teur. Her Metro 


contract having expired with the 
completion of ‘Cairo,’ she may leave 
that studio after starring there since 
1935. 

She declined a new contract with 
Metro until after she has charted 
her future course. While her hus- 
band, Lieut. Gene Raymond, is in 
service overseas, the singer current- 
ly is on a 12-camp tour, after which 
she does as many concerts, with a 
share of the proceeds earmarked for 
Army Emergency Relief. 

It is known that two other studios 


are talking a deal with her. one be- | 
ing RKO, where she lunched with 


| 


executives last week. 








MAURICE EVANS’ TOUR 


Washington, July 21. 


Maurice Evans, naturalized Amer- 
soon goes into the United 
Army as a buck private. 
his selective service 
board, actor was notified to hold 
himself ready for induction, 

Draft order came as Evans was 
prepared to accept a cOmmission in 
the Specialists Corps of the Army 


as technical advisor on theatrical 
matters for the Third Corps Area. 
Under the Executive order creating 


the Specialists Corps it is forbidden | will enable them to scale prices for | 


to take men who are 1-A and sub- 
ject to service under the draft law. 
Evans was preparing to take a long 


tour with his company in ‘Macbeth,’ 
which was shown recently in a spe- 
cial presentation for the Army at 
Camp Meade Call to the colors 
means that thi: tour will be can- 
celled, 
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Uncle Sam's Roll Call 
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Gurston S. Allen, former executive 


i: with Premier Operating Corp. and 


Columbia Pictures 
Lieutenant with 


of Canada, Ltd 
Special Services 





| Canada, 


He is the son of Jule Allen, who 
opened first picture theatre in 
Theatorium, Brantford. 


the 
the 


Phil Holmes’ Training 


| of Canada, prior to the personal ap- 


pearance of Anna Neagle on behalf 
of the Air Cadets. 
Holmes is working hard to be the 
‘wings’ in the RCAF. 
first American film actor to get his 
Nautical 
Detroit. July 21. 
Allen Cole, formerly with Ted 
Fic Rito’s band and more recently 
with the ‘Grandfather Follies.’ nite 
Coast Cgard. He probably will han- 
dle radio recruiting under direction 
of E. M. (Ted) Johnston, who 
signed up as\a Chief Bosn’s Mate in 





charge of public relations. Johnston 














WILLIE HOWARD 





| 1942” 
| New York. 


“|. Laugls are still in order for | 


20th successful week, “Priorities of 
at the 46th Street Theatre, 


the followers of Mr. Howard. . 


Willie Howard has become a promi- | 
nent name whenever the subject of | 


funny men is mentioned. Yet, 
so well have the Howard laugh- 
provoking assets been retained, that 
only a few months ago Willie broke 
box-office records during a vaude- 
ville tour.” 

New York JOURNAL-AMERICAN. 


UTWAC PLANS 
BiG SHOW ALA 








| Walter Winchell 
| Navy Relief Fund in March. Show 


was a member of the cast of both] 


WINCHELL'S 


United Theatrical 





War 


Similar to the one Lt. Commander 


promoted for the 


will not be staged until Irving Ber- 
lin’s ‘This Is the Army’ musical fin- 
ishes its run, 

UTWAC has tabled its squawk 
about getting credit from the Army 
for any show it does, is going ahead 
on the premise that anyone can help 
as wants to but UTWAC will be re- 
| sponsible for the show. 

Current problem is what sort of 
entertainment to promote. UTWAC’s 
objective is a big show that can play 
a. spot where the seating capacity 








ithe masses. One plan for an out- 
door show at one of the ballparks 
with Billy Rose doing the produc- 
}tion was cancelled by dimout regu- 
lations. Currently the committee is 
j}mulling a three-day carnival at 
'Grand Central Palace where a half 
million people at a $2 top could be 
accommodated. 


* 
+. 
+ 
; 
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|‘The Lone Ranger’ and ‘The Green | 


| Hornet’ as well as handling other 


,| assignments at Station WXYZ here 


Orchestra leader Emerson Gill 


now is a Navy aeronautics engineer. | 


Gene Autry All Set 
Hollywood, July 21. 


| Gene Autry finished ‘Bells of 


Regina, Sask., July 21, | Capistrano’ for Republic and planed | 
Member of the Royal Canadian|t’ Chicago, where he will be in- 

| Air Force in training in Regina is | ducted into Air Corps as a technical 

| Phillips Holmes, ex-film star. Holmes | sergeant, 

| left Hollywood five years ago, pro- | William S. Holman, RKO studio 

|duced plays in England and New | Manager, Signal Corps. 

| York and did radio work for the Irving Schoenberg, Republic film 

French government. editor, Marines. 

| He made news in the Regina Dean Dorn, Metro publicity, | 

| Leader-Post recently when wun- | Army. 

| heralded, he spoke on radio station Robert Miller, film cartoonist, 

/CXCK about the Air Cadet League | Army. 


George Weiss, 20th-Fox publicity, 
Signal Corps. 


Billy Halop, film actor, Army. 
Dr. Charles Mandell, studio medi- 
cal advisor, Army. 





4 Interstaters Qualify 
San Antonio, July 21. 
On July 25, four employees of In- 
terstate Theatres, Inc., will be off 
ty) become Army officers. They are 
(Continued on page 18) 
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Activities | P 
| Committee is going ahead with plans 


be: an Army Emergency Relief show 


|!a bond gross 
/event on record here is certain. 


| have 


George Plympton, film writer, 
Army. 

True Boardman, film and radio 
writer, Army. 

William Lasky, film production, 
Army. 





Hopkins on War Comm. 


Hollywood, July. 21, 

William K. Hopkins was givén an 
indefinite leave of absence as indus- 
trial relations director at Columbia 
to become regional director for the 
War Manpower Commission in five 
western states. 

Area covers California, Oregon, 
Washington, Nevada and Arizona, 
with headquarters in San Francisco. 


Whiteman Gives Up 
1 Day of Vaude Week 
To Play K. C. Bond Rally 


Kansas City, July 21. 
Paul Whiteman and band, origin- 











| ally set to play a seven-day week at 


the Tower theatre beginning July 24, 
instead will play a six-day week 


| beginning Saturday (25) in order to 


appear as the central attraction at 
the one night Bonds for Victory 
rally in the arena of Muny audi- 
torium Friday (24). Arrangements 
were made with the band by Barney 
Joffee, manager of the Tower, and 
member of the committee in charge 
headed by Elmer C. Rhoden, Fox 
Midwest divisional manager. Tower's 
current vaude bill plays eight days 
ta make up the change. 

Bond rally will also include acts 
from the Tower and other enter- 
tainment spots in town, and an ap- 
pearance by Jimmy McLain (Dr. IL. 
Q.’) who will stage a mock broad- 
with regular prizes. 

As part of the rally, Ft. Riley will 
contribute a parade of soldiers and 
some 200 vehicles from this cavalry 
post, and other activities will be 
staged throughout the day. 

Evening show as climax of day’s 
activities is geared to raise biggest 
one-day bond total ever gleaned 
here. House is scaled from a $l 
up to a $500 bond per box, 
and, with capacity exceeding 10,000, 
to top any one-day 


— — 
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| $4.40 top. 
| the 


D.C. ALSO KEEN 
FOR BERLIN'S 
‘ARMY’ SHOW 





Washington, July 21. 

‘This Is the Army’ will play a 
week in Washington at the Nationa] 
theatre immediately following New 
York closing. Definite date wil] be 
set when Army Emergency Relief 
decides closing date for the run at 
the Broadway, N. Y., theatre. Ex. 
pected here in September. 


War Dept. has been deluged with 
requests for information as to when 
the show would play here. Touring 
plans are indefinite and musical 
might have its booking shortened if 
war developments necessitate a 
change. 

The Irving Berlin show is exnect- 
ed to ask $4.40 top for the Washing- 
ton engagement with the opening 
night planned as a War Bonds bene- 
fit. It is understood that the com. 
mander-in-chief of the Army and 
Navy is among those who is eager 
to have a peek at the hit musical 


| which employs 300 members of the 


United States Army. 


Extended to 8 Weeks in N. Y. 

Although it had been intimated 
that the date of Irving Berlin's ‘This 
Is the Army’ wou'd be extended, the 
official okay to stretch the engage- 
ment from four to eight weeks at 
the Broadway, N. Y., was not re- 





ceived until ‘ate last week. The 
soldier show therefore instead of 
ending on Aug. 1 will play until 
Aug. 29. 

Washington was advised of the 
enormous demand for tickets by 


Berlin, with permission received by 

him to keep the ‘Army’ going. 
cclaim of the press is believed to 

have influenced Army heads too, in 


extending the engagement. Gross 
for the second week was - $47,589 
which is all the house will hold at 


Takings were higher than 


first full week because no more 


D. C. STAGE CANTEEN) p's: cxets ere aot and her 


Washington, July 21. 

Washington will have a Stage Door 
canteen, one with appropriate back- 
ground and setting. The historic old 
Belasco theatre, diagonally opposite 
the White House in Lafayette 
Square, will soon be an off duty 
rendezvous for soldiers and sailors 
in this area. 


Canteen becomes a reality through | 


the friendship of Mrs. Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and Melvyn C. Douglas, of 
the Office of Civilian Defense. They 
became interested when ‘Variety’ re- 


ported that the plan had been tem- | 


porarily dropped by Variety Club | 
because no site in the downtown 
area was available 


The Belasco theatre is now owned 


by the Government and has been 
| used for storage purposes. Gilbert 


recently tried to lease it by 


offering to build a storage warehouse | 
could | 


for Uncle 
have the 
stopped that. 

The First Lady entered the pic- 
ture through Brock Pemberton and 
Milton Shubert who have been 
zealous in pushing the eanteen idea 
Shubert tried to have the Govern- 

(Continued on page 18) 


Sam, provided 
playhouse. 


he 
Priorities 


Salute to Actors 


Vancouver, B. C., July 13. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 
May I, 


‘Variety,’ 


ol 
the 


medium 
thanks 


the 
the 


through 


convey of 


| Airmen of the Royal Canadian Ait 


Force Station here to the many out- 


| standing American artists who have 


honored us with their visits. Among 

the artists of outstanding merit who 

so visited us have been the 

Merry Macs, Al Donahue’s Orchestra 

and Henry Busse’s Orchestra. 
Harry A. Renfree, 

YMCA Supervisor for War Services. 

RCAF Station, Sea Island, 

Vancouver, B. C. 





The Navy Touch 


Hollywood, July 21. 

Hal Roach is in the U. S. Signal 
Corps but his Army series goes 
marching on. Fifth of the set, 
‘Yanks Ahoy,’ which sounds more 
like the Navy, went into production 
with Kurt Neumann directing and 
Fred Guiol producing. 


Marjorie Woodworth, Bill Tracy 


and Joe Sawyer are in the top spots. | 





| the 
|cause he gave such a realistic per- 





are no courtesy ducats of any kind, 





American Theatre Wing 


Stage Door Canteen Capers 
NEW YORK 





By RADIE HARRIS 
Chairman, Entertainment Committee 


The usual calm efficiency of Phil 
Ober was interrupted the other 
evening when a marine excitedly 


rushed up to him and exclaimed, ‘I 


have just spotted a saboteur.’ Ober 
trying to hide his panic, asked him 
to quickly identify him without 
being obvious about it. He pointed 
to a slim blond youth serving as 8 
'bus boy. ‘I'm going to crack him 


over the head with this can of Pet 
milk, he ranted. 
Ober grabbed his 
ingly, with a sigh 
said, ‘Hey, hold everything, he’s 
saboteur, that’s Norman’ Lloyd 
reason you suspect him is 


restrain- 
relief he 
no 


arm 
as of 
and 
be- 
the Al- 


formance as a saboteur: in 


fred Hitchcock picture.’ 


When Albert Spalding had finished 
playing Caprice Viennois, Ava Ma- 
(Continued on page 18) 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Milton Biow. 

Iika Chase. 
Nadine Conner. 
Robert M. Gillham. 
Monroe Greenthal. 
James Havens. 
Paul Henreid. 
Betty Hutton, 
Glenn Ireton. 

Noel Langley. 
Ernst Lubitsch. 
Herb McIntyre. 

J. S. McLeod. 
Lucy Monroe. 
Brenda Marshall. 
Archie Mayo. 

Bob Oakley. 
Elizabeth Patterson. 
Charles Reagan. 
Wendell Willkie. 
Nat Wolff. 


N. Y. to L. A: 


Earl Carroll. 
Edith Van Cleve. 
Sam Goldwyn. 
Mose Gumble. 
Martha Hodge. 
Walter Pidgeon. 
Elliott Reid. 
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-BALLY SELLS 


Substitutes for 50 War Materials 
Bring 41% Saving in Pic Making 





Hollywood, July 21. 

In keeping with the patriotic cam- 
paign to conserve war necessities, 
the film industry accomplished an 
over-all average s.ving of 41% in 
picture production during the month 
of June, according to a report by 
the Producers Association. Saving 
was brought about by reductions in 
the use of film, metals and other 
ingredients of the war effort. 

Studio technicians have found 
gubstitutes for more than 50 vital 
war materials. Among the necessi- 
ties replaced are copper, brass, iron, 
steel, rubber, aluminum, lead, tin 
and manila rope. Substitutes in- 
clude plaster, masonite, gypsum, felt, 
vitreous material, such as baked clay, 
and sisal fibre, which takes the place 
of manila hemp. Checkup shows a 
cut of 30% in film, 90% in rubber, 
35% in transportation, 40% in nails, 
50% in lumber, 35% in metals and 
30% in costume materials. 

In addition to its wartime conser- 
vation the industry reported an en- 
listment of 9% of its male workers 
in the armed services and an in- 
vestment of more than 10% of its 
$12,000,000 monthly payroll in War 
Bonds. 

During the month a total of 638 
film players were actively engaged 
in the war effort, entertaining sol- 
diers and sailors and selling Bonds. 
Of that number, 102 made personal 
appearances in 34 cities, 173 took 
part in special war service radio 
programs, 64 entertained wounded 
service men in hospitals and 299 
staged dramatic shows in 35 camps. 
In addition, the industry produced 
22 special films for military train- 
ing, morale and good-will purposes. 








| ‘Outlaw’ in Detroit 


Detroit, July 21. 
Howard Hughes will start road- 
showing ‘The Outlaw’ at the Wilson 
late in August, on a _ two-a-day 
schedule. 
This town has no police board to 
question the Hays organization’s seal. 


U RETIRES 1,500 
SHARES OF PED. 


Universal has retired 1,500 shares 
of its 8% first preferred stock, cover- 
ing the full year’s sinking fund re- 
quirements of the corporation. This 
leaves only 8,900 shares of preferred, 
listed on the N. Y. Stock Exchange, 
still outstanding as compared with 
18,000 shares outstanding when J. 
Cheever Cowdin bought into the 
company and subsequently installed 
the present management. This rep- 
resents an annual saving of more 
than $72,000 in annual dividend pay- 
ments as compared with the outlay 
on 18,000 shares. 

U brought in a block of these pre- 
ferred shares by asking tenders, the 
other stock being brought in and 
retired via the sinking fund moves 
each year. 

Under the sinking fund stipula- 
tion, part of the preferred shares 
would have beer brought in at the 
midyear and the remainder on next 
Dec. 30. Company decided to cover 
the full year’s requirements and re- 
tired 1,500 shares. Universal’s re- 
quired outlay for dividends on the 
present 8,900 shares outstanding now 
total only $71,200 per year. 

















Hwood Prepared for Come What May, 


particular Re 
Backlog Double What It Was Last Year ssssrsxccrsios's 2 
t 





Hollywood, July 21. 

Due mostly to the war, and its 
menace to production, and in part 
to the consent decree, Hollywood 
has hit an all-time high in its back- 
log of pictures, with 127 awaiting 
release at eight major studios here, 
& checkup by ‘Variety’ reveals. The 
total represents a rough ratio of 
2 to 1 better than a corresponding 
period of 1941, at which time there 
were just 61 pictures in the vaults 
and cutting rooms of these lots. 

There is no way of estimating 
how far this would tide the industry 
Over, if general production stopped 
tomorrow, since the value of a 
picture’s run is seldom computable 
in advance. But, at least, it can be 
said that Paramount is better backed 
up than any of the others, with 30 
pictures awaiting release, and that 
Columbia has made the most not- 
able backlog gain, with 27 on hand 
now as against seven at this time 


last year. 
As to that, all studios are well 
up on normal production, as evi- 


denced by Republic having none on 
hand last year and eight ready for 
release now, with the ‘reasons be- 
hind the generally increased mo- 
mentum being self-evident. 

In the first place there’s the war, 
which has hustled production along 
via the threat to man power among 
male stars and of more stringent 
priorities to come; also the possi- 
bility that bombings here might 
bring on delays in picture-making. 
In the second place, there’s the 
Consent-decree and the ban against 
large block-réleases, which has 
helped to pile up pictures at the 
Studios affected through their the- 
atre-chains. 

The record-breaking 127 total has 
naturally broken all precedent at the 
top-ranking backlog lot, Paramount, 
whose 30-on-hand is far ahead of 
its 19 at this time last symmer, The 


|Gay Sisters,’ 





Par hold-for-release list includes, 
among others, Irving Berlin’s ‘Holi- 
day Inn’; ‘The Palm Beach Story,’ 
a Claudette Colbert-Joel McCrea 
starrer; ‘The Glass Key,’ 
Brian Donlevy, Veronica Lake and 
Alan Ladd; the Crosby-Hope-La- 
mour affair, “The Road to Morocco’; 
‘Ginger Rogers’ ‘The Major and the 


Minor’; ‘I Married a Witch’ and 
‘Wake Island.’ 
20th-Fox has 14 ready now, as 


against six last year, with ‘Tales of 
Manhattan,’ ‘Orchestra Wife,’ star- 
ring Glenn Miller and Ann Ruther- 
ford, and Sonja Henie’s ‘Iceland’ 
among the leaders. Warners is 10 
‘up’ now against six in 1941. The 
Burbank lot incidentally musters a 
notable array: ‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace,’ ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ ‘The 
‘Desperate Journey,’ 
‘The Constant Nymph,’ ‘Now, Voy- 


ager,” ‘George Washington Slept 
Here’ and ‘The Hard Way.’ 
Metro’s showing is 10 last year 


compared to 15 now, these including | 


‘Jackass Mail,’ ‘Crossroads,’ ‘Apache 
Trail,’ ‘Yank at Eton,’ ‘Somewhere 
I'll Find You,’ ‘Seven Sweethearts,’ 
‘Random Harvest,’ ‘White Cargo’ and 
‘Panama Hattie.’ 

Columbia's notable list is topped 
by ‘Talk of the Town,’ ‘Flight Lieu- 
tenant,’ ‘You Were Never Levelier’ 
and ‘My Sister Aileen. RKO has 
10 ready now compared with seven 
in 1941, its current topper being the 
all-star ‘Forever and a Day.’ 

Universal, with a 13-to-6 score for 
the twelve-month, has ‘The Great 
Impersonator,’ two of the Sherlock 
Holmes series, a couple of Tex Rit- 
ters-Johnny Mack Browns, the Ab- 
bott-Costello ‘Who Done It?’ ‘Get 


‘Hep to Love,’ ‘Invisible Agent’ and 


a few others. 

As for Republic, it’s first backlog 
of all time includes ‘Flying Tigers,’ 
‘Joan of Ozark’ and a Gene Autry 
special, ‘Bells of Capistrano.’ 


starring | 
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EXTRA EFFORT. 
PUTS "EM OVER 


Film Executives, Aware of 
Dwindling Star Ranks Be- 
cause of War, Believe 
Strong Showmanship Is 
Solution for Selling Good 
Attractions Lacking Stel- 
lar Names — Cite Results 
on ‘Eagle Squadron’ and 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ 








TRY OUT ON OTHERS 





Showmanship, exemplified by 
®xtra budgets for advertising, ex- 
ploitation and publicity, is the an- 
swer to the successful selling of 
otherwise good pictures which lack 
big b.o. names, in the opinion of film 
company executives who have 
watched this work out in actuai 
practice in recent weeks. With the 
war forecast as liable to bring fur- 
ther cuts in screen stars ranks, in- 
dustry trend presently is towards 
such showmanship efforts, partic- 
ularly on pictures which might be 
passed off as routine. 

Idea that product must be mer- 
chandized is expected to develop fur- 
ther in forthcoming months, when 
ad-publicity staffs are confronted 
with putting over strong films that 
undoubtedly would be overlooked 
otherwise in most communities, be- 
cause lacking marquee name 
strength. 

Whether requiring special preem 
emphasis, extensive ad campaigns 
or additional bally by special crews 
of exploiteers, the trade is rapidly 
being sold on what can be accom- 
plished by pre-selling. In some in- 
stances, ad-publicity chiefs believe 
that if a newspaper critic is able to 
see the picture in advance and is 
really convinced it is a great or 
near-great production, half the bat- 
| tle is won at the boxoffice for that 
community. Recently, 





oO inspect a forthcorhing picture in 
the private projection room, with 
critics hosted while in town at the 
company’s expense. 

No question but that the fancy ad- 
vance campaign and special effort 
| had much to do with pre-selling 
‘Mrs. Miniver,’ with neither of the 
top stars of this outstanding b.o. 
hit rated particularly high, per se. 
Another recent example and perhaps 
outstanding is the merchandizing job 
on ‘Eagle Squadron,’ having vir- 
tually no outstanding star. What 
both of these are doing at the box- 
office is the payoff for special bally 
effort. 


THEATRES MULL PLAN 
TO EASE CONGESTION 


Seattle, July 21. 

Local showmen are considering 
plans to co-op with the city planners 
in lessening the traffic jam, by stag- 
gering hours that features let out, 
at the respective houses. Thus the 
theatres will not empty when the 
late afternoon congestion is at its 
peak. 

Frank Newman 
this angle. 


Arthur Loew Takes Self 
Off Loew’s, Inc., Payroll 


Arthur M. Loew, who was com- 
missioned a major in the U. S. Army 
nearly two months ago, has taken 
himself off the company payroll at 
Loew’s, 

Besides being foreign sales chief 
and the highest paid one in the in- 
dustry, Loew was a first vice-presi- 
dent of Loew’s. Presently he is at- 
tached to the Morale Division in 
Washington. 





is chairman on 
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U.S. Filmers Will 


Apply for 100%, 





Unfreezing of $91,000,000 in England 


Four Away in a Day 


Hollywood, July 21. 

Four pictures got the gun yes- 
terday (Mon.) at Paramount, the 
largest one-day field of starters in 
recent years. 

Getting away from the post were 
‘The Crystal Ball,’ ‘Prelude to 
Glory,’ ‘Henry Aldrich Gets Glam- 
our’ and ‘Hoppy Serves a Writ.’ 


PLENTY OF FILM 
SHOOTING IN N.Y. 


Pic production in the New York 
area, which hinges on shorts, com- 
mercials, backgrounds and exter- 
iors for Hollywood, has been mak- 
ing somewhat of a comeback fol- 
lowing a near-death immediately 
after Pearl Harbor. Morale pix for 
industrial outfits and training films 
for the military are mostly respon- 
sible for the rise. 

Pathe, which last year concen- 
trated on ‘Information, Please’ 
series, is remaining in action with 
another radio-inspired series, ‘Fa- 
moue Jury Trials.’ Likewise B. K. 
Blake, who produces shorts locally 
for Columbia Pix, is staying in ac- 
tion with a ‘Community Sing’ series, 
some of which are being reshot in 
Spanish for Latin American release. 

Meanwhile, with set construction 
limited by war requirements, two 
Coast units were in town last week 
shooting scenes that would normally 
have been built and shot in Holly- 
wood. One was a Jack Skirball unit 
for Universal, the other Gregory 
Ratoff’s ‘Something to Shout About’ 
unit for Columbia Pictures. On the 
plus side, with the future depending 
on his first production, are four mu- 
sicals to be done locally by Bill 
Rowland. 

Example of unexpected local pro- 
duction activity was the Max Rich- 
ard office, which cleared 180 extras 
in one day last week, and set Gert- 
rude Niesen, Fred Keating and Lew 
Hearn for Rowland’s first pic. 














Application is being made by the 
eight U. S. major film companies 
to British authorities for complete 
100% unfreezing of presently im- 
pounded American distributor reve- 
nues in Great Britain, with formal 
presentation likely shortly after July 
25. Request for full release of cur- 
rently frozen funds, estimated as 
around $51,000,000 by next October, 
being presented after JuPy 25 be- 
cause that is the date for the last 
payment to U. S. distribs under the 
current 50% frozen-coin pact. 

Under this the eight major com- 
panies received $20,000,000, reputedly 
half of their revenue collected in 
Great Britain, but likely consider- 
ably less than 50% because Amer- 
ican distributor money from rentals 
in Britain currently is reported run- 
ning at the rate of about $60,000,000 
per year, 

Application of the American film 
companies will be made via F. W. 
Allport, Motion Picture Producers 
& Distributors Assn. representative 
in London, direct to the Control 
Commission. This Commission then 
recommends as it sees fit to the 
British Treasury on what action 
should be taken. 

The U. S. film business is apply- 
ing jointly for all eight major com- 
panies because these are the parties 
to the original frozen money agree- 
ment with Britain concluded in 1939. 
The British Treasury is the other 
party to the contract. Because it is 
the other party to an agreement, 
which called for reopening the 
frozen money arrangement at any 
time, conditions are deemed to have 
changed, and serious consideration 
of all details of the American pic- 
ture industry application seems as- 
sured. 

The necessity of U. S. picture 
compani-s having this money if they 
are to continue production on 
present standards and continue sup- 
plying Britain accounts with 100% 
of product is reported the keynote 
of the application, plus, of course, 
the point that Great Britain no long- 
er is hindered by any monetary dif- 
ferential with the U. S. today. 





Question Whether Overbuying Films 
Violates Sherman Act to Be Settled 





Minneapolis, July 21. 

Reversing a decision handed down 
by Federal Judge R. C. Bell for a 
directed verdict in the defendant’s 
favor in the $75,000 anti-trust suit 
brought by David Ratner, White 
Bear theatre, White Bear Lake, 
Minn., against his opposition, Mrs. 
J. L. Jensen, State theatre, the U. S. 
circuit court of appeals has .ruled 
that an individual exhibitor who 
overbuys to keep product away from 
a competitor is guilty of a violation 
of the Sherman anti-trust law. 

This is the first time that an anti- 
trust action has been brought by one 
exhibitor against another without 
naming one or more distributors as co- 
defendants and establishes a new law 
ruling. In his conclusions, now upset, 
Judge Bell upheld the defense con- 
tention that the Sherman anti-trust 
law does not apply to any situations 
arising from product differences 
such as occurred in the present. case. 

Ratner invaded White Bear Lake 
with a new theatre and his counsel, 
L. B. Schwartz and S. P. Halpern, 
charged that Mrs. Jensen was guilty 
of conspiracy and monopoly in re- 
straint of trade as the result of over- 
buying to deprive him of sufficient 
product to operate properly and to 
drive him out of business, claiming 
$75,000 damages. Testimony to this 
effect was introduced during the jury 
trial. 

The U. S. circuit court of appeals 
has ordered a new trial. It will de- 





volve upon a jury to determine if 
Mrs. Jensen did overbuy to Ratner’s 
detriment and, if so, to assess the 
amount of the damages. 

‘The Sherman act may be called 
into operation on the basis of public 
wrong involved,’ the U. S. circuit 
court of appeals ruled. 

Defense counsel asserted that cir- 
cuit court findings ‘mark a grave ap- 
proach to future cases involving a 
distributor’s refusal to sell buyers 
and attempts at indiscriminate can- 
cellations.’ 


TIME’S ‘MARINES’ FILM 
ABOUT 507, COMPLETED 


March of Time is about half way 
through production on its second 
feature picture, tentatively titled ‘We 
Are the Marines,’ but producing 
schedule at Portsmouth, N.°H., has 
bogged down according to latest re- 
ports. Production would glorify the 
Marines, but exact locale or the gen- 
eral import of the semi-documentary 
is not revealed. M. of T. officials 
gave the official green light on the 
production despite the failure of the 
initial feature production effort, 
‘Ramparts We Watch,’ to show a re- 
puted profit even after grossing in 
excess of $600,000. 

Louis de Rochemort, who made 
‘Ramparts,’ also is producing the 
Marines opus. 
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Midsummer Sees No B.0. Blues 
Where War Industry Is an Important 
Factor: Strong Pix and Ditto Biz 





Combination of strong screen fare, 
high rate of employment and wages 
from war industries, and widespread 
yen to take nearby, modest vacation 
trips, is enabling thousands of éx- 
hibitors to beat the seasonal b.0o. 
blues this summer. For many ex- 
hibs situated so as to feel the effects 
of the national war effort, it is spell- 
ing a record-breaking hot weather 
season. 

The warm season prosp.city is ex- 
tending to numerous independent 
circuits too, these cashing in on the 
outstanding films now available. Es- 
timated that in such states as Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, New Hampshire and 
Massaschusetts, where war manufac- 
ture activity is felt directly or in- 
directly, business is running 15-25% 
ahead of 1941’s summer. 

The amount of topflight product, 


arranged by distributors because 
they were convinced that this would 
be an unusual summer, is reaping 
results for exhibitors. Nearly every 
major company has one or more out- 
standing features currently on re- 
lease, with many arranging schedules 
so that top pix will be available next 
month instead of being held up for 
early September. 


Gas Equation 


Maximum production schedules 
in force at nearly every war manu- 
facturing plant and the _ result- 
ant high wages, all contribute to 
the prosperity at the summer b.o. 
Figuring in the situation to keep 
usual summer travelers at home is 
the gasoline shortage. But even the 
yen to travel is considerably modi- 
fied this summer, vacationists finding 
that railroad facilities are jammed to 
capacity as a result of thousands 
using the rails in place of motor 
cars. Additional taxes on railroad 
fares as compared to last year also 
contribute towards keeping many at 
home much of the summer. 

Some indication of the _ trend 
towards railroad travel to nearby 
spots was tipped by the recent July 
4 weekend. One railway line reach- 
ing nearby New Jersey resort spots 
estimated that travel was up nearly 
50% as compared with last summer. 
On one Sunday, July 5, trains were 
operated in four sections though the 
run is less than 90 minutes, in order 
to handle the traffic. 

Tipoff on what ace attractions are 
doing this summer was related by an 
indie circuit operator back, in N. Y. 
this week, from a swing around his 
chain, He reported certain pix as 
doing absolute Sunday business on 
weekdays, and that the only problem 
now is to estimate in advance how 
long some pictures will run. Nu- 
merous other instances where top- 
ranking pictures are running up high 
grosses are being reported by nearly 
every circuit and distributing com- 
pany. 

Unfortunately the summer pros- 
perity is not all inclusive, communi- 
ties not sharing in the war spending 
to any considerable extent, being 
hard hit by losing many youthful 
patrons, rated the best, to nearby 
war industry cities and by men being 
called into service. This has hit 
exhibitors in smaller spots particu- 
larly hard, since any material dis- 
location in population has left them 
with a sparsity of potential patrons. 


Whistle-Stop Cinemas 
Fold for Duration 


Detroit, July 21. 

Pix houses in the Michigan whistle- 
stops continue to fold for the dura- 
tion. Recent week saw three small 
town houses, at Colon, Kinde and 
Evart shutter. 

The situation here is due to several 
factors, among them the fact that the 
war industries of the big cities have 
drained off a portion of the popu- 
lace, that large numbers of young 
men have gone into service and also 
that the State’s major resort busi- 
ness isn’t what it once was because 
of employment needs and rubber 
conservation, 

However, theatre attendance in the 
State is above average, with the 
small house slough off more than 
compensated by the war-centers’ 
boom. 





Xmas in July 





Gilbert Pascal, film producer, 
recently moved into the New 
York Athletic Club and opened 
a batch of trunks he hadn't 
touched since he arrived. Found 
a flock of Xmas gifts that had 
never been dispatched and, in- 
stead of holding them for 
Kringle’s next trip, sent them 
around now. 


ROB WAGNER DIES IN 
SANTA BARBARA AT 71 


Hollywood, July 21. 
Rob Wagner, writer and director 
in the early days of pictures and one 
of the first, if not the first, scribbler 


to report on Hollywood affairs for 
the nationally distributed mags, died 
of a heart attack in Santa Barbara, 
Cal., on Monday (20). He was 71 and 
for the last 13 years had confined 
his efforts to publishing his Rob 
Wagner’s Script Magazine in Beverly 
Hills, 

In the 1920s his stories about 
Hollywood in the Saturday Evening 
Post gained the still budding indus- 
try much national prestige and 
helped get it over the hump. 

Wagner scored originally as a 
painter when, after graduating from 
University of Michigan, he studied 
art in Paris and did well with por- 
traits. Then, in 1915, he turned to 
writing, scored with the mags and 
turned out a flock of scenarios. 
Eventually he took a turn at direct- 
ing and, as such, did a series of Will 
Rogers shorts and a hitch at Famous 
Players-Lasky. Of recent years he 
wrote almost exclusively for his 
Script mag. 

He is survived by Mrs. Wagner 
and two sons. 


Still Trying to Set Up 
OK Film Carner System 


Charles F. Coe, executive vice- 
president of the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers and Distributors Ass’n, con- 
ferred in New York yesterday (Tues- 
day) with James P. Clark, president 
of the Film Carriers Ass’n, and other 
carrier officials regarding industry 
compliance with the Office of De- 
fense Transportation regulations. 
Coe set the confab in an effort to 
work out some way for effectively 
conserving rubber tires without 
hampering the efficient standards of 
distribution for films. Understood 
that effort will be made to obtain an 
exact clarification of the new ODT 
order affecting film truck carriers. 


Industry has been informed that 
the 75% return haul requirement 
has been withdrawn because the 
ODT found it unworkable. Also re- 
ported that the 100% outgoing load 
stipulation also has been modified. 
It is believed that some new method 
of pooling also is being worked out 
by the ODT because the old pooling 
plan did not materialize as antici- 
pated. 























Studio Contracts 








Hollywood, July 21. 

Laird Cregar’s option picked up 
by 20th-Fox. 

Leon Errol 
with RKO. 

Judy Clark, singer, drew option 
lift at Republic. 

John Sutton’s option hoisted by 
20th-Fox. 

Clem Bevans’ option hoisted by 
Paramount. 

Virginia Patton’s minor pact with 
Warners approved by Superior 
court. 

Marie McDonald inked acting con- 
tract with Paramount. 

Ann Jeffreys’ piayer option lifted 
by Republic. 

John Howard inked acting pact 
with 20th-Fox. 

Elliott Reid, legit player, signed 


inked new contract 











by Paramount. 


Brit. War Pic for O'Hara 


Hollywood, July 21. 

20th-Fox assigned Maureen O’Hara 
to the top femme spot in the British 
war yarn, ‘Blind Man’s House,’ with 
the studio dickering for the loan of 
| Walter Pidgeon for the male lead. 
They were teamed in ‘How Green 
| Was My Valley.’ 

John Stah! directs ‘Blind,’ with 
Milton Sperling as producer, slated 
to start Aug. 18. 


War Plant Work Hikes 
Extra Show in Minn.; 
Drive-Ins Also Cash In 


Milwaukee, July 21. 

While local theatre ops mulled the 
idea of after midnight shows for the 
swing shifters in the defense plants, 
the Drive-In promoters west of town 
actually went to work on it and now 
put on a show starting at 12:30 a.m., 
giving the boys in the war factories 
ample time to pick up their gals or 
their families and still get to the lot 
for a complete performance. 

What makes a hit with the war 
workers is that they don’t have to 
go home and change clothes; they 
can now go to the show in the 
clothes they leave the factories In, 
and nobody cares. If they’re hungry 
or thirsty they can get what they 
want while watching the pictures. 
Being war workers, they can have 
cars and tires, as well as gas, so 
transportation is the least of their 
problems. 

They have been clamoring for en- 
tertainment, and now the Drive-In is 
giving it to them when they are able 
to avail themselves of it in most con- 
venient fashion. Business being done 
by the outdoor theatre after mid- 
night is said to be such that the 
operators are more than compen- 
sated for any loss of trade sus- 
tained by the rubber situation that 
keeps many people close to home. 

Fact that pictures are _ several 
months old means nothing to the 
war workers; they’re new to them 
for they haven’t been downtown 
much in a year or more. 

The Modernistic ballroom situated 
near one of the largest suburban war 

















factory areas has extended its clos- 
ing time to 2 and 3 a.m. and likewise 
is cashing in on the swing shifters’ 
demand for recreation when their 
workday ends at midnight, 





Minneapolis Goes Owl, Too 
Minneapolis, July 31. 
Twenty-four-hour war industry 
shifts have considerebly boosted Sat- 
urday midnight shows’ takings at lo- 
cal theatres and, as a result, plans 


;now are being considered for an in- 


crease in their number next fall and 
winter, with some houses even hav- 


ing such performances every day, 
excepting, perhaps, Mondays. 


In the meanwhile, the Paramount 
theatre circuit has come through 
with an innovation in Saturday mid- 
night shows for its loop Century, 
one of the first-run ‘A’ houses. 


Each Saturday midnight, starting 
July 25, it will give a special pre- 
view showing of an outstanding film 
a week or more in advance of its 
regular engagement at the Century 
or some other downtown house. 
Usual admission price will prevail 
and the theatre will be emptied after 
tle conclusion of the last regular 
show, patrons not being permitted 
to remain over unless they buy 
another ticket. Only the house 
capacity will be sold. Initial pre- 
view will be ‘Mrs. Miniver,’ which 
goes into the State early in August. 

It’s a somewhat new and original 
twist to the Hollywood preview and 
invitation premieres as well as mid- 
night shows’ ideas. John J. Friedl, 
circuit president, figures that the 
new policy not only will help to 
swell the house gross by bringing 
in a tidy sum from the many who 
v.. .t to be ‘the first’ '» see a pic- 
ture, but that, because of the type 
of film to be shown, the resultant 
word-of-mouth boosting by the 
pleased early birds also will help the 
attraction when it goes into its 
regular run. de also believes that 
many of the Saturday midnight 
show patrons will come to see it a 
second time. 


In consequence of war industry 
workers’ shift schedules, the Orph- 
eum has moved up its four-a-day 
stage show time table to bring on 
the last night performance at a la- 
ter starting time. This has helped 
takings for the past several shows. 





——— 


Film Credits Saved, Other Trims 
Held More Vital to War on Waste 





—> 


Tale of a Frog 





Hollywood, July 21. 

Southern California frogs are 
apparently suffering from a diet 
deficiency that has clipped their 
hopping ability. 

In any event, Warner Bros., 
which needs hoppers for ‘Mark 
Twain,’ gave local croakers the 
brush and sent up north for 50 
frogs which had competed in a 
jumping contest. 


‘BLACK SWAN’ FINALLY 
SHOT AFTER 74 DAYS 


Hollywood, July 21. 








Last of the high budget pictures | 


went into the can at 20th-Fox today 
when studio completed ‘Black Swan’ 
after 74 days of shooting. Sets alone 
were estimated to have cost more 
than $150,000 with such a splash pos- 
sible only because most of the ma- 
terials used were obtained before 
set restrictions were imposed. 

Pic is a Technicolor job of swash- 
buckling pirates with Tyrone Power 
heading a cast that includes Maureen 
O’Hara, Thomas Mitchell, Laird 
Cregar and George Sanders, 


Kay Brown, Ex-Selznick, 
Has Two Other Offers 


Hollywood, July 21. 
Shearing of Katherine (Kay) 
Brown, story editor, from David O. 








activity of the producer and the 
ability of his script-seeker. Selznick 
has enough material on hand to 
keep him busy for next three or 
four years, especially since he has 
done nothing since ‘Rebecca.’ With 
his present production plans still in 
the ‘moot stage,’ the United Artists 
partner has decided to trim sails by 
clipping staff and using UA space 
instead of maintaining his own of- 
fices. 


Kay Brown, a fixture in the past 
at Selznick, is commonly credited 
with convincing the producer to go 
ahead with ‘Gone With the Wind.’ 
She now has two offers from majors 
t» hold similar posts in their New 
York offices. While mulling the of- 
fers she left today for a short visit 
with her family in Lake Placid, 
| ee 





Manpower Shortage K.O.s 
Idea to Clip 2,000 Extras 


Hollywood, July 21. 
as too dangerous, 


Regarded and 


headed for the shelf is proposal to | 


prune 2,000 casuals from Central 
Casting’s list of extras. It was 
pointed out that need for elimination 
of extras is not warranted at this 
time since an actual shortage of man- 
power prevails in some brackets. 

Shelving will also render inactive 
the Producers-SAG standing com- 
mittee which made the recommenda- 
tion and, at the same time, ran up a 
$75,000 tab. 





Strong Marquee Draft 


Hollywood, July 21. 

Errol Flynn and Ann Sheridan 
draw co-starring roles in ‘The Edge 
of Darkness’ at Warners, with Wal- 
ter Huston playing top supporting 
role. 

Story, dealing with the Nazi in- 
vasion of Norway, is slated for fall 
production, to be directed by Lewis 
Milestone under producer supervi- 
sion of Henry Blanke. 








$100,000 THEATRE FIRE 
Middletown, O., July 21. 


Fire, believed to have started from 
a short circuit in the air-condition- 
ing system, compietely destroyed the 
Gordon, 650-seat unit of the local 
Northio chain, early Wednesday 
morning (15). House, owned by. 
Mary Gordon and leased by the 
Paramount subsidiary, was recently 
remodeled and reopened. 





Estimated loss to building and con- 
tents, $100,000. 





: ‘teach character be 
Selznick payroll stems from the in-|each writer 








Hollywood, July 21, 

Threat of an anonymous future, 
which hung like a cloud over the 
film names of Hollywood, was 
cleared by an agreement with the 
Film Conservation Committee, From 
now on the writers, directors, make- 
up artists, designers and other 
talented members of the motion pic- 
ture industry will be credited in the 
dramatic boxscore. For a time the 
boys and girls, aside from the actual 
dramatic cast, were faced with nomi- 
nal extincfion. 

Screen credits were saved by an 
agreement between the Guilds and 
the Conservation Committee de- 
signed to make other and more im- 
portant savings in celluloid. Elimi- 
nation of credits, the Committee ad- 
mitted after a survey of the general 
situation would be only an unessen- 
tial item in the comprehensive 
campaign of conservation. More im- 
portant, according to the Committee, 
were following recommendations: 

Elimination of re-recording of 
musical playbacks, 


For directors to camera cut as 
much as possible and, where needed, 
to have film editors on sets. 


Trailers, where possible, to be 
made from cut scenes or trim. _ 

All possible leaders to be salvaged 
from previous pictures, 

Only useable film to be shot for 
dissolves and fades, , 

That sound effects be used over 
again. 

Use of both sides of negative in 
dubbing for preview purposes, and 
when dubbing is not cut for preview, 


preview dubbing be used in place of 
release dubbing. 


Synopsis and thumbnail sketch of 
turned in by 
so that each player, 
from bit to star, may be conversant 
with the story. 


Full reels to be used for both pre- 
view and release dubbing, regard- 
less of changeover, 


Next meeting between the film ad- 
visory committee and the War Pro- 
duction Board on the subject of cel- 
luloid conservation will be held in 
Washington, July 28. 


WANGER GLORIFYING 
TEXAS A. & M. IN PIC 


College Station, July 21. 

The tradition and history of 
Texas A. & M. College and its role 
in the military, engineering, agri- 
cultural and civil life of Texas and 
the nation will be the theme of a 
major studio motion picture to be 
produced here early this fall, accord- 
ing to an announcement made b 
the president of the college, Dr. 
O. Watson. Arrangements to make 
the film have been made with pro- 
ducer Walter Wanger and Univer- 
sal on approval of college directors 
and faculty, acording to Dr. Watson, 

Tentative title of the production 
will be ‘American Youth Has Never 
Been Licked,’ and will be scripted 
by Norman Reilly Raine, author of 
Wanger’s ‘Eagle Squadron,’ Raine 
will arrive here soon to gather ma- 
terial for the story. 


Selection of Texas A. & M. was 
made after a lengthy search for ‘ty- 
pical American College.’ 


All Hang for 13 Weeks 


Hollywood, July 21. 

New cliffhanger policy at Univer- 
sal leveis all serials at 13 chapters 
instead of various lengths from 12 
to 15 as in previous years. Four 
chapterplays are on the books for 
1942-43, making a total of 52 weeks. 

Two ready to go into production 
are ‘Don Winslow of the Coast 
Guard’ and ‘Adventures of the Fly- 
ing Cadets.’ 

















A Powerful. Katrinka 
Hamilton, O., July 21, 
A record for something or other 
has been established by Carrie Bets, 
67-year-old great-grandmother, who 
has completed 20 years of uninter- 
rupted service as janitress of the 
Rialto, one of the three Northio 
houses here. 


She was employed as a machinist 


in a local industry during the last 
war. 


~~ 


we 


























om 


wth 














Wednesday, July 22, 1942 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 1 





Bob Mochrie’s Inside Track for RKO 
Sales: Probably Under 40 for “42-43 





The new sales manager to fill the 
post vacated by Andy Smith will 
not be named until the RKO con- 
vention at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. 
Y,, July 27. While several names 
continue to be mentioned, Robert 
Mochrie, eastern division sales man- 
ager, reportedly has the inside track, 
especially since the new manage- 
ment desires to pick a man from the 
ranks rather than go outside for 
a sales chief. 

In the event Mochrie moves up, 
his eastern division capacity may be 
filled by Herb McIntyre, now Paci- 
fic Coast district head and long with 
the company. He has also served as 
district manager in New England 
and the south. Bob Wolff, in charge 
of the RKO New York exchange and 
also long with the company, may 
also be a candidate. 

In preparation for the three-day 
convention next week, Depinet has 
set up a general committee which 
will have charge of all details. It 
will include A. A. Schubart, William 
McShea, M. G. Poller, S. Barrett 
McCormick, L. E. Gaudreau, Rutgers 
Neilson, Jack Level and Ed Smith, 
Jr. 

N. Peter Rathvon, ‘new RKO 
president, presently is engaged main- 
ly in trying to put RKO finances on 
an even keel and speed up the Coast 
studio realignment, Charles W. 
Koerner, v.p. in charge of the studio, 
already is showing progress in 
bringing about an adjustment of ad- 
mittedly rather muddled production 
affairs. However, it may be late 
fall before his efforts will begin 
to show proper results in the way 
of improved product. That has been 
the experience of both Paramount 
and Universal when they placed ex- 
hibitor-minded executives in charge 
of studio operations. 


Early action by the Government 
of Great Britain in unfreezing some 
$3,000,000 of RKO’s revenues im- 
pounded in Britain will go a long 
ways towards helping in the cur- 
rent financial problem. But some 
idea of the financial trend may be 
gleaned from earnings for the first 
six months of RKO Radio Pictures. 
While the statement is not due out 
for a couple of weeks yet, indica- 
tions are that the picture produc- 
ing-distributing company will show 
; loss of around $1,000,000 for the 

ret half of the year ending last 
Sune 30. 

Despite reports that numerous 
ehanges might be made unde, the 
fhhew management setup, present in- 
dications are that Rathvon will do 
the minimum amount of shifting of 
personnel. Me apparently is aware 
of where weakness is located, and 
is exerting most effort in speeding 
out marketable product. 


300 Delegates 


With the company expected to an- 
nounce the smallest number of fea- 
tures in many years, likely less than 
40, RKO-Radio Pictures three-day 
national sales conclave, opening in 
N. Y. next Monday (27) at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria hotel, is expected to at- 
tract approximately 300 delegates. 
Company salesmen will meet a new 
president of RKO, parent corpora- 
tion, in N. Peter Rathvon, and greet 
Ned Depinet, veteran of the organi- 
zation, elevated to presidency of 
the picture-distribution corporation 
from his old spot as vice-president. 


Depinet will preside at principal 
sessions while A. A. Schubart, man- 
ager of exchange operations, will 
handle the rolleall and other con- 
vention arrangements. Meeting this 
year will attract salesmen from 38 
exchanges in the U. S. and Canada, 
from the theatre division, the studio, 
Walt Disney organization, March of 
Time, Samuel Goldwyn and Pathe 
News. 

Homeoffice contingent, headed by 
Rathvon and Depinet, will include 
Phil Reisman, v.p. in charge of for- 
eign sales; R. C. Patterson, Jr., chair- 
man of the RKO board; Robert 
Mochrie, eastern division sales man- 
ager; Walter E. Branson, western 
division sales manager; S. Barret 
McCormick, ad-publicity chief; Will- 
iam H. Clark, assistant treasurer of 
RKO, Gordon E. Youngman, v.p. and 
general counsel; and H. J. Michalson, 
shorts sales manager. 


N. Y. staff also will be represented 
by these homeoffice representatives: 
Jack deWaal, N. Y.; A. F. Braeunig, 
Cincinnati; Dan T. Nolan, Buffalo; 
John J. Schmitzer and William A. 
Burke, Los Angeles: John G. Wang- 
burg, Dallas; F. Duffy, .Denver; 
Elmer Sedin, Minneapolis; T. Carey, 
Toronto. The studio will be repre- 





sented by Charles W. Koerner. V.p., 
in charge of studio, and Perry Lieber, 
studio publicity director. 

District managers expected to at- 
tend are Gus Schaefer, northeastern 
district; David Prince, southeastern; 
Nat Levy, eastern; Charles Boas- 
berg, eastern central; Jack C. Osser- 
man, midwestern; Ben Y. Gammack, 
southwestern; L. S. Gruenberg, 
Rocky Mountain, L. E. Goldhammer, 
Prairie; and J. H. MacIntyre, west- 
ern. 

RKO Theatres division represen- 
tatives will be headed by E. L. Al- 
person, head of theatres, and will 
include Malcolm Kingsberg, L. E. 
Thompson, Louis Goldberg and Harry 
Mandel. Pathe News will be rep- 
resented by Frederic Ullman, Jr., 
president, and Walton Ament, v.p. 
and editor, besides others of the staff. 
March of Time will be represented 
by Albert Sindlinger, ad-publicity 
chief, and John Wood, business man- 
ager. 


Vaude Show at Outdoor 
Boxing Bouts to Boost 
Variety Club’s Charity 


Pittsburgh, July 21. 
Mammoth vaude show put on by 
Variety Club at Forbes Field re- 
cently as curtain-raiser for the Pi- 
rates-Phils game for Army Relief 


gave Variety Club gang just the idea 
for raising funds needed to operate 
their pet charity, Camp O’Connell 
for underprivileged children, re- 
mainder of this summer. Next Mon- 
day (27), big all-star boxing show 
will be staged at Forbes Field under 
auspices of Dapper Dan Club, an- 
other local charitable organization of 
sportsmen, and tieup has been ar- 
ranged whereby Variety Club will 
put on another all-star entertainment 
for two hours preceding first bout, 
for which Club will get half of the 
proceeds from the Dapper Dans’ 
share of the promotion. 

It'll probably be the first time in 
history that a big-time vaude enter- 
tainment will be given in connection 
with a Marquis of Queensbury show. 
Idea was conceived after owners of 
Pittsburgh Baseball Club, as well as 
Army Relief officials, had assured 
Variety Club that their contribution 
to the baseball game had been large- 
ly responsible for turnout of nearly 
30,000. 

Entire stage show from Stanley 
theatre. headed by Skinnay Ennis’ 
band, as well as top acts from all the 
night clubs in town, will be used in 
120-minute entertainment, which will 
be staged on an outdoor stand in 
middle of ball park’s infield. 











30,000 in War Bonds 
Minneapolis, July 21. 
With Bill Elson and Gilbert Na- 
thanson conducting the auction, 
Twin City Variety club members 


‘purchased $30,000 of war bonds dur- 


ing their annual golf tournament 
and outing. 





Dave Idzal Resigns 
Detroit, July 21. 

Because of the pressure of his 
duties as head of USO activities, 
Army and Navy War Relief and 
other wartime activities, David M. 
Idzal, managing director of the Fox 
theatre. has resigned as Chief 
Barker of the Michigan Variety Club. 
He felt that he was not doing justice 
to either end by continuing with too 
many activities. 

Jack R. McPherson, manager of 
Natienal Screen Service, takes his 
place as Chief Barker. 


When Vacation Days Over, 
Theatres’ Worries Begin 








Los Angeles, July 21. 

Film houses, currently well sup- 
plied with operational help, are 
wondering what will happen when 
the youngsters now employed go 
back to school at the end of the 
summer vacation. 

Since June the theatres have been 
able to plug occupational gaps left 
by the draft, enlistments and calls 
to higher-paid jobs in airplane 
plants. The same situation prevails 
all alonz the Pacific Coast, which 
is studded with defense factories 


|} from San Diego to Seattle. 





Prod. Bristles at Mono 


Hollywood, July 21. 
Monogram goes to bat with two 
features this week and two more be- 
fore the end of July, constituting a 
high mark for production on that 





lot. Barrage started yesterday 
(Mon.) with the Martin Mooney- 
Max King production ‘Foreign 
Agent.’ 


Three others for the month are 
‘Bowery at Midnight,’ ‘Dogs of War’ 
and ‘Here Comes the Marines.’ 


GOLDWYN REITERATES 
HIS ANTI-DUAL CAUSE 


Defending increased admissions on | 


outstanding pictures and expressing 
the feeling that fewer and better 
films should be made, Sam Goldwyn 
amplifies his argument in that di- 
rection by insisting that the honest 
way to conserve on raw st0ck is to 
reduce production and kill off duals. | 

At a press conference held in New | 
York Monday (20), the veteran pro- 
ducer gave it as his opinion that the 
pictures this season have been high- 
er in quality than for any year and 
noted that the public has been will- 
ing to pay upped boxOffice prices for 
those exhibited in that manner. 

Goldwyn, in pointing to the qual- 
ity maintained this season with five 
majors operating under the consent 
decree, thinks the time is most op- 
portune to go back to single bills but 
that is it up to the large circuits to 
take the lead. Regardless of feel- 
ings in the matter among major, as 
well as independent exhibs, Gold- 
wyn thinks that the industry will be 
gradually forced out of duals. He 
doubts that due to the war, con- | 
servation, etc., that the Government 
will attempt to dictate such a move, 
however, adding that Uncle Sam 
does not want to force such a move 
through a law or otherwise. 

Long opposed to double billing, 
Goldwyn feels an end to this policy | 
is the true solution so far as film 
conservation is concerned, not a re- 
duction in prints or the elimination 
of credits. Speaking for himself, 
he noted that if a scene turns Out | 














bad, he is going to reshoot it until 
it gets it right, else a poor picture 
may result. 

Observing that many pictures this 
season have obtained long runs, he 
thinks the possibilities in the pro- 
duction of fine films and lengthened 
engagements are extremely good and 
that if double bills were killed pro- { 
ducers would be more encouraged 
in that direction. Goldwyn estimates 
that the industry could get along 
on 40% fewer films yearly. 

Goldwyn came east for the epen- | 
ing of ‘Pride of the Yankees’ Wed- | 
nesday night (15). He has ‘They’ve 
Got Me Covered,’ with Bob Hope | 
and Dorothy Lamour, in production, | 
which RKO will also release. His 
deal with RKO covers anything he | 
makes up to June 1 next. Another | 
RKO will distribute is ‘Spitfire,’ | 
made in England by C. M. Woolf, | 
with Leslie Howard and David Ni- | 
ven in the cast. Goldwyn, who also 
has the foreign rights, expects ‘Spit- 
fire’ to be delivered to him in about 
a month. 

In the spring he plans a color 
musical with Danny Kaye. Plans to 
send Lillian Hellman and William 
Wyler to Russia to get background 
shots and other material for a film 
reported dealing with Russ children 
in wartime, is under discussion, but 
further than that he did not care to | 
comment. He returns to Coast to- 
morrow (Thursday). 


Lang’s 3-Wayer 


Hollywood, July 21. 
Fritz Lang functions three ways as 
producer, director and writer on 
‘Never Surrender,’ a tale of Nazi 
suppression in Czechoslovakia to be 
made for United Artists release un- 
der the Arnold Pressburger label. 
Production gets under way about 
Aug. 10, with Bert Brecht, collabora- 
tor on the story, helping with the 
screenplay. 














Femme Fatale 


Hollywood, July 21 
Paramount has apparently typed | 
Zorina the ballerina currently set to | 
play Maria, heroine, in Ernest Hem- | 
ingway’s ‘For Whom the Bell! Tolls.’ 
She goes into ‘Hostages,’ which 
deals with the Czechoslovak under- | 
ground, and is then pencilled-in for 
Somerset Maugham’s ‘Hour Before | 
Dawn’ which also sports a war plot. 





Non-Theatre Cos. to Be Hardest Hit 
By New U.S. Taxes; Excess Profits 


Rules Easier on 





Anyway It’s Texas 





Hollywood, July 21. 

‘Deep In the Heart of Texas,’ 
once a song title and now a film 
tag, is galloping around the Uni- 
versal corral, deep in the heart 
of San Fernando Valley. Its 
latest hitching post is the Johnny 
Mack Brown-Tex Ritter adven- 
ture, formerly bearing the label, 
‘Lone Star Trail,’ which has been 
laid away for future use. 

‘Deep’ was originally assigned 
to the Robert Stack-Jackie 
Cooper- Brod Crawford - Anne 
Gwynne picture, now known as 
‘Men of Texas.’ 

Anyway, it’s all in the Lone 
Star State. 


Allied’s Usual Beefs 
Take an Encore in Pitt 
Powwow Today (Wed.) 











With a view to proving that rent- | 


als demanded by distributors this 
year are unwarranted, with many 
exnibitors assertedly in a desperate 
condition due to war factors, the 
board of directors of Allied States 
Assn., meeting today (Wednesday) 
in Pittsburgh, is expected to plan 
action looking to reductions where 
they are warranted. 

Pete Wood of Ohio, Allied direc- 
tor, has been gathering as much in- 
formation as possible with regard 
to rentals. He has distributed notices 
to be filled in by exhibitors indicat- 
ing whether they are a first or sub- 
sequent run and how receipts for 
the six months ended June 30 last 
compare with gross business for the 
same period in 1941. Exhibitors 
have also been asked to provide a 
comparison of film rentals for the 


|}Same periods, together with any re- 


marks they desire to make supple- 
menting this information. The ex- 
hibs do not have to sign the notices 
or indicate the name or location of 
the theatre or theatres. 

In the memorandum sent exhibs 
it is pointed out that the distribs 
point to their own enormous net 
profits to prove that the industry is 
in a healthy state and there is no 
cause for exhibs to complain. 

Added that profits mever were so 
high for a. few but that there are 
many hundreds of exhibs throughout 
the country who ‘are worried to des- 
peration, as to their future. Noted 
that it is hoped that the Pittsburgh 


| meeting today (Wednesday) will re- 


sult in getting some relief for the 
many theatre operators who fear 
for their existence. 

Allied will take up other matters, 
including the United Motion Picture 
industry sales plan, war activities, 
etc. 





‘Cinema Clinic’ 
Minneapolis, July 21. 

Northwest Allied is announcing a 
‘cinema clinic’ for its annual conven- 
tion here Sept. 1-2. With non-affili- 
ated independent exhibitors also in- 
vited to attend, there is promised ‘a 
complete analysis of the theatre 
owners’ present situation in conse- 
quence of the war.’ 

The ‘clinic,’ it’s stated, will devote 
itself to a discussion of an attempt 
to solve the current war-created 
problems of curtailed prints, reduced 
film deliveries, rising overhead and 
operating expenses, population shifts, 
distributor selling policies and bond 
and stamp sales. 

‘As never before, independent ex- 
hibitors must keep detailed and ac- 
curate records of every item going 
into overhead and what each picture 
earns or loses,’ explains Fred Strom, 
executive secretary, 

Exhibitors will be asked to become 
‘more war bond and stamp minded’ 
and to use every effort to increase 
their theatres’ sales of these securi- 
ties. There also will be election of 
officers. 


ROGER MAHAN OUT AT WB 


Roger Mahan, branch manager for 
Warner Bros. in New York, resigned 
Monday (20), effective immediately. 

Understood that successor will 
probably be one of the salesmen now 
attached to the N. Y. branch, where 
Sam Lefkowitz makes headquarters 
as Warners’ metropolitan district 











Other Pix Distribs 


Picture corporations having no 
theatre subsidiaries and consequently 
having to figure their excess profits 
tax on the 1937-40 average earnings 
base likely will be hit hardest by 
the new U. S. tax bill passed by an 
overwhelming vote of the House. 
For such companies, the excess 
profits tax portion of the revenue 
bill will cut more deeply than the 
45% normal tax levy against cor- 
porations. 

In like manner, such companies 
as Paramount, Warner Bros., Loew- 
Metro, RKO and 20th-Fox will have 
their tax outlay boosted principally 
by the 45% levy since their exten- 
sive theatre holdings make it advis- 
able to figure out excess profits taxes 
on the capital investment basis or 
alternate method. Because able to 
pay their excess profits tax on the 
heavy invested capital arrangement, 
represented by the extensive theatre 
company holdings, most of these film 
companies will not have to pay such 
large amounts in excess profits tax, 
it is estimated. 

While the final vote has not been 
taken on the revenue bill, now in 
eonference committee of House and 
Senate, picture companies such as 
Universal feel that the present ex- 
cess profits maximum rate of 90% 
would mean that U would have to 
pay 75% of its earnings to the gov- 
ernment. This includes the 45% 
normal tax, of course, with the ex- 
cess profits levy bringing the total 
up to 75%. 

Reason that Universal and pos- 
sibly United Artists would be hard 
hit by the new excess profits tax is 
that both likely will show consid- 
erably higher earnings this year than 
the four-year average on which 
these companies base their excess 
profits tax requirements. Universal 
would be particularly affected be- 
cause showing losses in a couple of 
years of 1937-40 span while now re- 
porting substantial profits. 


Unless such companies are per- 
mitted to retain a certain percentage 
of the money, ordinarily due under 
the excess profits stipulations, until 
the post-war period (as proposed at 
one time in Congress), they will be 
confronted with dividend-less years 
and necessity of obtaining additional 
loans for production. 

Picture companies already are 
feeling the pinch on long-term fi- 
nancing, banks and insurance com- 
panies showing no desire to make 
such loans because feeling certain 
they will have to use their reserves 
for additional Government bond pur- 
chases. It is obvious to them that 
billions of the current Government 
expenditures must come from or- 
dinary VU. S. bonds, and much of 
their present money, available for 
loans, will have to go into buying 
such bonds. 

This is expected to eliminate long- 
term loans to film companies and 
result in strictly short-term financ- 
ing at higher interest rates. This 
catches many picture companies in 
a precarious position because of the 
unusually high inventories currently 
piled up. 

The short-term loans likely will 
prompt numerous companies to re- 
align production schedules so as not 
only to trim present inventories but 
also to get pictures through the 
studio with the minimum of time 
and out to exhibitors so they will 
have necessary funds to repay the 
loans. 


Cal. Filipinos’ Own Pic 


Hollywood, July 21. 

Life of Jose Rizai, early Filipino 
patriot who was executed by the 
Spaniards 46 years ago, will be made 
by the Five Star Film Corp. re- 
cently formed by Louis A. Gordon, 

Fred Newmeyer is slated to direct 
the picture at Talisman Studios on 
finances raised among Filipino resi- 
dents of California. 











Meeting All Comers 
Hollywood, July 21. 
’Come One, Come All’ is the new 
starrer for Jean Arthur under her 
contract with Columbia, slated for 
an early September start. 
George Stevens is assigned as pro- 
ducer-director on the story written 
by Frank Ross and Robert Russell. 
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8 . FILM REVIEWS VARIETY 
as : : : ; a ad ° rformance than might be expect- 
PANAMA HATTIE tion with this story is cleverly word Miniature Reviews pe od a cen santa 


(MUSICAL) 
Hollywood, July 21. 

Metro release of Arthur Freed production. 
Stars Red Skelton, Ann Sothern; features 
‘Rags’ Ragland, Ben Blue, Marsha Hunt, 
Virginia O'Brien, Alan Mowbray, Dan 
Dailey, Jr., Jackie Horner. Directed by 
Norman Z. McLeod. Screenplay by Jack 
MeGowan and Wilkie Mahoney, based on 
play by Herbert Fields and B. G. DeSylva 
(stage produced by DeSyiva), with music 
and lyrics by Cole Porter; camera, George 


Folsey; editor, Blanche Sewell; musical 
presentation by Merrill Pye; musical 
adaptation, Roger Edens; music direction, 
Georgie Stoll; dances, Vincente Minnelli; 


dance director, Danny Dare; additienal 
songs by Roger Edens, Burton Lane, E. Y 


Harburg, Walter Donaldson. Tradeshown 
in L. A., July 21, ‘42. Running time, 
80 MINS, 
"ERE ae6. 0.660.694 2.0642 66046006088 Red Skelton 
Hattie Maloney........ jeaaned Ann Sothern 
"RAGS ve ccesececcvecece eooeee ‘Rags’ Ragland 
"ROwWGy’..vcccccccess Occecrocesecs Ben Blue 
Leila Tree....... ecovececcce. smarena Munt 
BO. cscececcese eedessoceese Viagem Oia 
Jay Jerking. ....ccccccceeess4 Alan Mowbray 
Dick Bulliett.......scesceee- Dan Dailey, Jr. 
Geraldine Bulliett...+s.-+++-- Jackie Horner 
Lucas Kefler......++. eoeseee-Carl Esmond 
Lena Horne..,.....«-- evecccccess By Herself 
{James Berry 
The Berry Brothers...... ...4 Warren Berry 


\Nyas Berry 





Film version of the Cole Porter- 
Herbert Fields-Buddy DeSylva hit 
musical of two years ago emerges as 
a glorified vaude-revue on celluloid, 
with numerous specialties  inter- 
mingled with episodic appearances 
of Red Skelton, Rags Ragland and 
Ben Blue for broad comedy routines 
of burlesque tempo. Vaguest story 
thread fails to hold things together, 
and when footage attempts to dwell 
on the motivation, it’s pretty dull. 
Present boxoffice popularity of Red 
Skelton, with aid from Ann Sothern, 
will have to catch the cash custom- 
ers in the regular runs, 

Metro encountered problem in 
transforming the stage musical to 
films, and after making it originally 
with accent on original story, put the 
picture back for remake and addi- 
tion of new specialties and business 
by the comedy trio, to replace the 
unimportant story sequences. Result 
is a jerky and spotty piece of enter- 
tainment that must be carried by 
Skelton’s antics and some sparkling 
song and dance specialties. 

Ann ‘Sothern takes the Ethel Mer- 
man role as Panama Hattie, enter- 
tainer in the Canal Zone night spot. 
Virginia O’Brien is Flo, the role cre- 
ated on the stage by Betty Hutton 
(now in pictures). Rags Ragland, 
from stage cast, is sole carryover to 
the picture as one of the comedy 
sailors, while Alan Mowbray is the 
butler originally essayed in the show 
by Arthur Treacher. 

There are only three Cole Porter 
tunes retained: ‘It Was Just One of 
Those Things,’ smackingly delivered 
by Lena Horne; ‘Fresh as a Daisy,’ 
delivered by Virginia O’Brien; ‘I’ve 
Still Got My Health,’ sung by Ann 
Sothern, and ‘Let’s Be Buddies.’ Lat- 
ter three, alone, are part of the 
‘Hattie’ score; ‘Things’ is a much 
older Porter reprise. Added num- 
bers materially improve the film 
version, and each gets prominent 
display with production presenta- 
tion. 

Walter Donaldson’s ‘At the Sa- 
voy,’ drawlingly delivered by Miss 
O’Brien, and ‘The Sping,’ by Phil 
Moore, Jeni LeGon and Alfred Li- 
gou, and sung by Miss- Horne, are 
novelty numbers of top rating. Right 
behind is ‘Good Neighbors,’ a Roger 
Edens tune put over by Ragland, 
Skelton and Blue. Other tunes in- 
clude ‘Hattie from Panama, by 
Edens, and sung by Miss Sothern, 
and finale, ‘Son of a Gun Who Picks 
on Uncle Sam.’ 

Two appearances of Miss Horne 
catch and hold attention. Same goes 
for the Berry Bros., colored dance 
trio who deliver some fast and fu- 
rious dance steps in two spots. Miss 
O’Brien’s stuttering drawl presenta- 
tion of her tunes are highlights, 
while Miss Sothern capably handles 
her song assignments. 

Skeiton, Ragland and Blue romp 
in and out of the proceedings to 
supply comedy portions to the pic- 
ture. Antics are continually on the 
burlesque side, but they get a good 
share of laughs along the route. 
Mowbray catches a few comedy 
spots as the bewildered butler. Dan 
Dailey, Jr., is the boy who falls in 
love with Miss Sothern, while Mar- 
sha Hunt does well as the socialite 
attempting to b tea* up the romance. 
Little Jackie Horner makes the most 
of minor, footage as the youngster. 

Individually, the specialties and 
song numbers are of top grade, but 
uneven tempo of the picture elim- 
inates it from consideration as a top- 
line filmusieal attraction. Walt. 


TISH 


Metro release of Orville O. Dull produc- 
tion, Features Marjorie Main, ZaSu Pitts, 
Aline MacMahon, Susan Peters, Lee Bow- 
man, Guy Kibbee, Virginia Grey. 
by 8S. Sylvan Simon. Screenplay by Harry 
Ruskin; adaptation by Annalee Whitmore 
Jacoby and Thomas Seller, founded in part 
on stories by Mary Roberts Rinehart: cam- 


Directed 


era, Paul Vogel; editor, Robert J. Kern. 
Tradeshown in N. Y., July 16, °42. Run- 
ning time, 84 MINS, 

Letitia Carberry............ Marjorie Main 
Aggie Pilkington............... ZaSu Pitts 
Lizzie Wilkins....... ee-..Aline MacMahon 
Cora Edwards......... éaetdee Susan Peters 
Se ear Lee Bowman 
Judge Horace Bowser......... Guy Kibbee 
Katherine Bowser........... Virginia Grey 
Theodore Bowser..... nekoae Richard Quine 
WR a i.b08 obs cidoooesinns Ruby Dandridge 
Reverend Ostermaier............. Al Shean 
pS Ts Pee Gerald Oliver Smith 





Mary Roberts Rinehart’s connec- 


ed, but it's doubtful whether that 
standout author will enjoy’ even 
such a faint ——— with ht, « 
fantile a picture. It’s a low-g 

B, poorly ‘yritten and directed, and 
the only thing of value attached to 
it is the large amount of currently 
recious raw stock used up in its 
4-minute running time. Plus its n.g. 
boxoffice qualities, that running time 
will further hamper operators of 
dual situations, where turnover ts a 
problem. 

Marjorie Main and Aline Mac- 
Mahon, both fine character actresses, 
are wasted in as asinine roles as any 
performers of worth have ever been 
asked to carry. ZaSu Pitts, who 
hasn’t changed a vocal nuance or 
facial and hand gesture in years and 
years, is repeating them cil here, and 
appearing at her worst due to the 
fact that she hasn’t one strong laugh 
line. : aa 

The story is downright ridiculous 
up until the last 25 minutes, whea -it 
veers off on a new tangent that 
should have been made the basis of 
the entire picture. The first 60 min- 
utes are given over to the character- 
ization of a maiden aunt, played by 
Miss Main, who is a mischievous 
60-year-old sprite seeking to guide 
everybody else’s life. Housekeeper 
for her nephew, Lee Bowman, she 
tries to steer him into a romance 
with Susan Peters, the daughter of a 
departed friend. Bowman, however, 
picks Virginia Grey, who is the off- 
spring of Guy Kibbee, playing a 
judge and long an enemy of Miss 
Main. Helping in the matchmaking 
are Miss Main’s maiden pals, Miss 
MacMahon and Miss Pitts. There's 
a lot of silly, tedious business in- 
volved in the romantic shenanigans, 
including childish incidents on a 
camping trip the three maiden la- 
dies undertake. Finally, Miss Peters, 
realizing her love for Bowman is 
unreauired turns to her nuppy-love 
sweetheart, Richard Quine, also 
playing a Kibbee offspring, and they 
are secretly married. He goes off 
to become a bomber ferry pilot in 
Canada and Miss Peters later runs 
off to join him. She gets news that 
he was lost at sea and she herself 
dies soon after in childbirth. Miss 
Main goes to Canada to find her. The 
hospital authorities, along with giv- 
ing her a bouncing baby boy, turn 
over a note from the gir] that in- 
timates Miss Main’s nephew is the 
father of the child. In order to save 
Bowman from disgrace, she herself 
not knowing that Miss Peters was 
married, Miss Main introduces the 
infant back home as her own. Kib- 
bee says she’s nuts and commits her 
to a sanitarium, but in the end his 
son turns up alive and announces 
his parenthood. 


S. Sylvan Simon, the director. ap- 


wound up as the authors. They 
didn’t come up with a single bit of 
originality, but much confusion, and 
Simon didn’t help it along any by 
becoming just as confused himself. 
Also, very slow. 

None of the performers deliver 
meritorious work, but the Misses 
Grey and Peters indicate capabilities 
for better written parts. They are 
nifty looking femmes. Lee Bowman 
has the most natural role as a young 
newspaper publisher-editor and does 
alright with it; ditto young Quine, 
as the flustered young lover. Kibbee 
hasn’t much of a comedy part, and 
Al Shean (Gallagher &) is treated 
even worse. 

Photography is fair. Scho. 





Drums of the Congo 





Universal release of Henry McRae pro- 
|; duction. Features Ona Munson, Stuart Er- 
win, Don Terry, Peggy Moran, Richard 
Lane, Jules Bledsoe. Directed by Christy 
Cabanne. Story and _ adaptation, Roy 
Chansler? editor, Maurice Wright; camera, 
George Robinson. At Rialto, N. Y., week 
July 18, °42. Running time, 59 MINS. 
Dr. Ann Montgomery......... Ona Munson 
| Oe Se ee ee Stuart Erwin 
BRR Re nr ere Peggy Moran 
RIOR. woe cocccceseoscccesceecess DON Terry 
Coutilas®. ...ccce Coccreccccsess Richard Lane 
TERI... .coivcocsccoccsosceoseced Jules Bledsoe 
PUR «io ccebdecdeeuecdess dese sac Thurhan Bey 
Malimi «seeccesesss+++ Dorothy Dandridge 
King. Malaba.......0++..- Ernest Whitman 
Col. Robing@on. ..cccccccseccese+- a Stanley 
Chief Madjeduka..........Jess Lee Brooks 
Taroka Leader...........Napoleon Simpson 

‘Drums of the Congo’ is a fair pro- 





| grammer of convenient length, 59 
|minutes, that should stand up satis- 
\factorily in the lesser runs_ but 


Locale is the 
where a naval intelligence officer is 
seeking the location of a rare, hard 
material which would be vital to the 
war effort. Spies of another country 
are also on the trail of the precious 
metal, with result the plot includes 
a good deal of intrigue, killings and 
the like, not the least of which is a 
clash between two different tribes of 
natives. 


The mob scenes have been ex- 
pertly handled by Christy Cabanne, 
the director, and the African back- 
grounds are of an authentic charac- 
ter. Shots of natives and animals, 
including a couple fights between 
jungle beasts, ostensibly staged, lend 
mild strength as well as color. Setup 
between a honey bear and a hyena 
packs a considerable thrill, as does 
a tussle between a water buffalo and 
a python, 

Don Terry, he-man type, plays the 
U. S. intelligence officer in a capa- 
ble manner, while paired with him 
is Ona Munson, an African doctor 





pears to have gotten himself as *1"'v | 


| largely as the No. 2 feature on duals. 
interior of Africa | 





‘Panama Hattie’ (M-G) (Mu- 
sical). More vaude revue than 
film version of stage hit. Stars 
will have to carry it. 

‘Tish’ (M-G). Poor, overlong 
‘B.’ 

‘Drums ef the Congo’ (U). 
Rather ordinary programmer. 

‘Joan of Ozark’ (ixep) (Songs). 
Judy Canova and Joe E. Brown 
in a lightweight comedy, okay 
for duals. 











ea eneenemennmmaan 


who aids Terry in his important mis- 
sion. Representing an enemy gov- 
ernment are Peggy Moran and Rich- 
ard Lane, whose performances are 
steady and satisfactory if not too 
impressive. 

Stuart Erwin has been cast for 





to be said for the film on that score. 
A native leader who sings portions 
of songs here and there, but is not 
featured as a soloist with a spot to 
himself, is Jules Bledsoe, Others are 
of a very lesser nature. Char, 


JOAN OF OZARK 


(WITH SONGS) 

Republic release of Harriet Parsons pro- 
duction. Stars Judy Canova, Joe FE. Brown, 
Directed by Joseph Santley. Story by Rob- 
ert Harari, Eve Greene, Jack Townley; 
additional dialog, Monte Brice and Brad- 
ford Ropes; camera, Ernest Miller; musical 
director, Cy Feuer: songs, Mort Greene and 
Harry Revel; dances, Nick Castle. Trade- 
shown in N. Y., July 17, '42. Running time, 


80 MINS. 

OU i ou Koxes wane eceseeecesees Judy Canova 
Cliff Little..... ecccesccccess-JO0@ E. Brown 
Eddie McCabe......e.0+..+--Eddie Foy, Jr. 
a ae! errr Jerome Cowan 
Se Alexander Granach 






BEOFIGs cases cceccednecedecsees Anne Jeffreys 
oo) Seer re éeéutewe Otto Reichow 
rere re eveceee-- Wolfgang Zilzer 
.. @giinceneeuss cae ae Donald Curtis 

Es 5 koe nc.etbeeses H. H. Von Twardowski 


Harry Hayden 


eee meee eee 





Strictly a romp for the stars who 
do everything but take prattfalls. 
Will do as dual filler. 

Story has Judy, an Ozark hillbilly, 
pot a pigeon while quailing one day. 
Pigeon is a carrier for local Nazi 
spies. Judy turns message over to 
FBI to become ‘public patriot No. 1.’ 
Jerome Cowan, spy chief in New 
York—he runs a nitery as a front— 
orders Judy liquidated. Enter Joe 
E. Brown as an agent-trying to sell 
an act. Joe goes to the Ozarks 
to sign Judy for Cowan’s night club. 
Brown has to pose as a G-Man, ap- 
point Judy a G-Gal before she’ll 
| take the date. And to keep her busy 
jhe poses as a spy around the club. 
| From there on it’s obvious, 

With proper cutting, three sce- 
quences might help the picture. First 
|is ‘Backwoods Barbeque’ tune, which 
|never gets started, thanks to inter- 
ruptions to show off Brown’s bellow- 
ing and he te hog-calling routines. 
|Second is rown’s Hitler takeoff, 
which is too long. Last is ‘Lady from 
Lockheed’ number which is smart, 
catchy and tuneful. Cast does the 
best it can, but manages to be neither 
straight nor satirical. 





SU PRIMER BAILE 


(‘HER FIRST BALL’) 
Araqentine Made 
Buenos Aires, July 1. 


Efa Argentine production 


and release. 
Features Maria Duval, Esteban Serrador, 
Ernesto Vilches, Felisa Mary, Maria San- 
tos, Ana Arneode, Marino Sere, Perciva] 
Murray and Ambrosio Radrizani. Directed 
by Ernesto Arancibia. Reviewed at the 
Broadway, Buenos Aires, June 26, ‘42. 
Running time, 92 MINS, 


4lthough actually nothing more 
than the old Cinderella yarn in 
modern dress, ‘Su Primer Baile’ 
looks like a steady, if unspectacu- 
lar, grosser for Latin audiences. 
Somewhat reminiscent of Deanna 
Durbin’s ‘First Love,’ it neverthe- 
less is interesting to South. Ameri- 
cans because of twists it gives to 
the time-worn plot. 

Direction is by a newcomer to 
|Latin films, Ernesto Arancibia. 
| Shows a fine scenic sense. Comple- 
|mentary episodes have been worked 
|in well, giving variety and move- 
| ment, and the imcjority of situations 
}are handled with skill. 
| Story tells of a young girl just 
turning 18 who is taken to a luxu- 
rious mansion and introduced as 
the granddaughter of the owner, the 
product of an unhappy love of his 
youngest daughter who died some 
time past. An older daughter, hard 
and cold, is hostile, but the grandpa 
is won by the sweetness of the gal. 
In order to get her into the house, 
documents have been falsified, and 
when she discovers the truth of her 
Situation she decides to confess to 
the grandfather in the belief that 
she is an imposter. Changes her 
mind when she discovers how pro- 
foundly the old inan cares for her. 
Her birthday approaches and she, in 
love with a young painter, is get- 
ting ready for her first ball when 
the document-forger comes fer the 
cash and the conversation is heard 
b: the grandfather. Gir! flees from 
the house, while the matron of the 
school in which she was educated 
comes to clear up the situation and 
proves her identity. 

Maria Duval gives a far better 








comedy relief but there: ismt: much: 


peared 
in only three films. Infectious 
sweetness overcomes lack of experi- 
ence. Best in the egret ge Bere 
are Esteban Serrador and nesto 
Vilches. Ray. 


LA MENTIROSA 


(‘THE LITTLE LIAR’) 
(Argentine Made) 
Buenos Aires, June 25. 


Argentina Sono Film production and re 
lease. Stars Nina Marshall; features 
Miguel Gomez Bao, Juan Jose Peneyro, 
Pablo Palitos, Francisco Lopez Silva, 
Consueio Abbad, Enrique Vico, Elvira 
Quiroga, Alejo Rodriguez, Mabel Urriola 
and Alejandro Beltrami. Directed by Luis 
Cesar Amadori. Camera, Alberto Eichebe- 
here; music, Mario Maurano. Reviewed at 
the Ocean, Buenos Aires, June 19, ‘42. 
Running time, 86 MINS, 





There is no one in Latin films 
quite like Nini Marshall, and ‘La 
“MeRtirosa,’ her latest from Argen- 
tina Sono Film, proves more em- 
phatically than ever how well she 
knows how to put her own brand 
of comedy across. Once more she 
returns to her role of Catita, a char- 


acter she created for the local radio 
and whose popularity in Latin 
America may be compared to that 


of Gracie Allen when Gracie’s 
Crossley was at the top. 
Senorita Marshall is a_ short, 


dumpy gal with a quick tongue and 
fast-moving gestures. Her charac- 
terizations are based on the carica- 
ture of a ‘Gallego’ servant gal, a 
type familiar in Latin America and 
especially in Argentina. Nothin 
ever fazes her and the gags, as wel 
as the way they are put across, are 
laugh-getters, regardless of the 
number of times they are repeated. 


In ‘La Mentirosa,’ director Luis 
Cesar Amadori has the advantage 
of a good story and has added an 
element of chill-producing material, 
similar to that used in U. S. films 
like ‘The Cat and the Canary,’ to 

roduce something new for here. 

hat they love it was evidenced by 
the fact that the film in its first 
week at the Ocean broke all records 
for a national production, and is 
continuing to break them at above- 
average prices in the downtown 
Monumental. How well Senorita 
Marshali’s humor would get across 
to those outside of Argentina is 
questionable since her stuff depends 
so much On local color. There is 
little doubt that this film will be 
one cf the best national grossers of 
all time here and wiil prove itself 
solid elsewhere in Latin America, 
and especially in Spain. 

Story is one of those complicated 
affairs which opens when Catita, as 
a nosey stenog in a lawyer’s office, 
gets involved in a will case. She 
lies her we into a possible inheri- 
tance by claiming to be the niece 
of a rich woman, first reported 
killed in a sinking and iater found 
mysteriously alive. Catita’s disre- 
gard for facts brings on more and 
more complications and finally the 
crooked lawyer, his medico accom- 
plice and the rest of the bad boys 
are rounded up in a shadowy man- 
sion after chandeliers crash, mys- 
terious hands appear from the wall 
and all the other rigmarole of goose- 
bumping are brought out. 

Director Amadori has kept the 
balance of comedy and horror neat- 
iy in hand and reaction is terrific. 
Dialog is agile and rroduction has 
been well realized. Senorita Mar- 
shall grabs all the honors, but 
Miguel Gomez Bao, in a support- 
ing role, steals a good many of the 
scenes in which he appears as a 
coffee-dunking bookkeeper. Ray. 











Army Show 


'—— _ continued from page 4 








there was no reason why the huge 
spectacle couldn’t be staged there. 

In coming here, the show will be 
capitalizing on by far the largest 
amount of advance publicity ever re- 
ceived by any attraction in local en- 
tertainment history. It was created, 
naturally by the furore kicked up 
over the ‘loss’ of the show to Min- 
neapolis because the university re- 
gents had nixed the stadium’s use. 
Newspapers carried columns in re- 
gard to ensuing developments and 
eveneattacked the regents editorial- 


ly. There were no less than four 
newspaper editorials about the 
matter. 3 


The governor of the state and the 
mayor of Minneapolis both protested 
over the regents’ adverse action 
which, it was declared, was due 
mainly to fear of damage to the 
football turf. The mayor even de- 
manded reconsideration of the re- 
fusal. The city council, trade un- 
ions and civic and commercial bod- 
ies also adopted resolutions con- 
demning the regents. 

At that time t was claimed the 
show would pass up Minneapolis he- 
cause of the regents’ refusal of the 
stadium’s use. The show, which al- 
ready has played to enormous 
erowds in Pittsburgh, Baltimore and 
Philadelphia, turns over all net re- 
ceipts to the Army Emergency Re- 





lief Fund. 








| This Week’s New Shorts 


‘Men in Washington—1942’ (March 
of Time’ RKO, 20 mins.)—Lots of 
wartime celebs in this present-day 
closeup of Washington under stress 
of war. While photography is up to 
the usual M. of T. standard, con- 
tinuity meanders and seldom arrives 
at a given point. It fails to capture 
the excitement of the wartime U. S, 
capital city. Subject as a whole is 
far below par for series. Washing- 
ton presently couldn’t possibly be 
this dull. 

Problem of eating and sleeping 
in the overcrowded city is stressed 
as thousands of extra workers are 
shown in group scenes. Usual March 
of Time spieler, is supplanted mid- 
ways by a southern voice, purport- 
edly that of a U.S. Senator from the 
south. He explains how Roosevelt 
rose to his present highly respon- 
sible position as the New Deal stayed 
around for a third term. 











‘Inside Fighting Russia’ (World in 
Action subject, U.A,, mins. )— 
Latest John Grierson fighting front 
thriller compiled for the Canadian 
National Film Board right now is 
hotter than the weather, what with 
the Nazis and Russians locked in a 
bitter struggle along the Russo south- 
ern front. Film’s potentia! audience 
takes in virtually everybody in the 
U. S. interested in the sturdy fight 
being put up by Russia." ‘Inside 
Fighting Russia’ is the most ade- 
quate, gripping resume of the pres- 
ent-day Russia at war to be com- 
piled—a picture that’s geared for 
universal theatre appeal. 

Concise picture is given of the vast 
dominions controlled by the Soviet 
Union from the convoys on the way 
with needed military supplies to 
Archangel, to the new oil fields and 
other resources behind the Urals, 
the military might, etc. Traces the 
original attack by the Nazis and the 
sudden rallying of all the Russian 
people to the defense of their na-, 
tion. Points up that this defense has 
torn up Hitler’s time table of con- 
quest. 

Besides the battle scenes and ref- 
erence to defense in depth, with 
Marshal Timoshenko carrying it so 
successfully into actual use, the pic- 
ture traces the regeneration from 
the old Russia under the czar to the 
Soviet Union with its several five- 
year plans. 

Subject is a tribute to Stuart 
Legg’s editing because much of the 
same material has been available to 
all _ Other producers. Manner in 
which he builds various phases of 
the yarn to peaks and ultimately to 
a stirring climax is outstanding, 
Scoring also enhances even the 
dinary passages, 


or- 
—s 





_ ‘Divide and Conqucr’ (WB, Serv- 
ice Special, 14 mins.)—Producer 
Gordon Hollingshead has whipped 
together a pertinent documentary 
which comes close to being a ‘must’ 
for audiences in current. times. 
Throughout the parade of shots de- 
picting the military triumphs of the 
Nazis, the idea is heisanered in that 
it was the fifth column efforts which 
made it all possible. 


Hammering when done by Knox 
Manning, who is in and out as nar- 
rator, is sometimes a bit superficial 
and blatant except for the dumbest 
patron. Because Lewis Seiler has 
directed with skill in depicting just 
how the various Nazi agencies ‘sell’ 
the populace of countries next on 
Hitler’s list about the invincibility 
of Nazi arms, To further point up 
how these operatives work, the di- 
rector focuses on typical groups in 
the U. S. and shows a different re- 
action to that in France. 


Short’s whole theme centers on 
France. Seized Nazi military news- 
reel clips spot the Germans on the 
march against Paris, in the French 
capital and trampling over sacred 
French spots. Then the picture 
swerves abruptl into pre-battle 
sequences (staged in the studio) to 
illustrate why this triumph was 
made so apparently. easy for the 
Germans. Various propaganda and 
tourist groups are shown getting 
their instructions from Nazi higher- 
ups and then depicted in action sow- 
ing the seeds of discontent, and 
softening up the French populace 
for the subsequent onrush of the 
Nazi military forces. 

Roger Q. Denny, new writer at 
Warners, has concocted a _ factual 
and workmanlike script, with Seil- 
er’s direction highly creditable. 

Wear. 


Current Short Releases 


(Prints in Exchanges) 











(Compiled by Besa Short) 
‘The Bowling Alley-Cat’ (M-G, 


8 mins.) Tom-Jerry cartoon 
comedy. 
‘Tulips Shali Grew Again’ 


(Par, 7% mins.). 
toon in color. 


Pal’s Puppet- 


‘Tennis Rhythm’ (Col, 9% 
mins.). Bill Stern sports. 
‘Volcano’ (Par, 8 mins.). Su- 


perman cartoon ijn color. 
‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (RKO, 18 mins.). 
Leon Errol comedy. 
‘Crater City’ (U, 
Travel-talk, 


10 mins.). 
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PICTURE GROSSES 9 





T. Dorsey- Great Man's Lady’ Nifty | 
$45,000 in Chi; “Miniver’ Big 286 In 





Two Spots, Donahue- Nurse’ Fine 196 


Chicago, July 21. 

‘hermometer reaction noticeable 
tna theatres, with the 100-degree 
heat forcing the people into air-con- 
ditioned houses. Al! of which helps 
business. In addition most down- 
town houses are displaying strong 
attractions. a 

‘Mrs, Miniver,’ playing day-and- 
date in the United Artists and 
Apollo, started out well Saturday 
(18) with promise of clicking as else- 
where. Looks like at least $28,000, 
brilliant for these two houses. 


Palace brought in ‘Magnificent 
Ambersons’ as topper of a twin bill 
but this picture is not showing any 
real strength despite plenty of trim 
advertising and publicity aid. Rated 
only fairly nice at $12,000. 

Tommy Dorsey’s band is boosting 
‘Great Man’s Lady’ to a nifty $45,000 
or thereabouts at the Chicago, with 
the band credited for the principal 
draw. Al Donahue’s orchestra, the 
Merry Macs and ‘Parachute Nurse’ 
will get a robust $19,000 at the Ori- 
ental. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apolle (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Miniver’ (M-G). Opened Satur- 
day (18) and looks for big initial 
session at $10,000. Last week, ‘Reap 
Wild Wind’ (Par) finished 10 great 
weeks in loop at fine $6,100. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75) 
—‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) and 
Tommy Dorsey orchestra unit on 
stage. The band is the real draw, 
nifty $45,000. Last week, Eddy Du- 
chin orchestra plus ‘Big Shot’ (WB), 
great $46,200. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Tortilla’ (M-G) and ‘Night New 
Orleans’ (Par). Fourth week for 
the first-named flicker in the loop 
while second film is new. Okay $6,- 
000. Last week, ‘Sgt. York’ (WB), 
just fair at $3,900. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-33- 
44-55)—Parachute Nurse’ (Col) and 
vaude. Al Donahue orchestra and 
Merry Macs on the stage are the real 
reason for fine $19,000. Last week, 
‘San Quentin’ (PRC) and Morton 
Downey and Bert Wheeler on stage, 
hot $19,900. 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 


— ‘Magnificent Ambersons’ (RKO) 
and ‘Spitfire Ghost’ (RKO). Doing 
fairly well at $12,000. Last week, 


‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) and ‘In 
Groove’ (U) (3d wk), excellent $10,- 
400 after two big weeks ahead. 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 36-55-65- 
75)—‘Magnificent Dupe’ (20th) and 
‘Remember Pearl Harbor’ (Rep). 
Not much for this combo, so-so $8,- 
000. Last week, ‘Gun for Hire’ (Par) 
and ‘Whispering Ghosts’ (20th) (2d 
wk), good $7,600. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 35-55-65- 
75)—Kings Row’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Rolling right along for bright $14,000, 
following snappy $15,600 last week. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
30-55-65-75 )—‘Miniver’ (M-G). Bril- 
liant $18,000, very big on initial week 
here. Last week, ‘Tortilla’ (M-G) 
(3d wk), happy $8,900. 

_.Woeds (Essaness) (1,200; 35-55-65- 
73)—Tower of Terror’ (Mono) and 
Green Pack’ (RC). Thin $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Real Glory’ (UA) and 
gaudy Gangster’ (WB) (2d wk), oke 
,U00, 


COOLERS BEST DRAW IN 
NEWARK; ‘DOPE,’ $17,500 


Newark, July 21. 

Terrific heat wave that struck town 
early this week is melting grosses 
somewhat, but not to any alarming 
degree. Managers frankly agree that 
Marquee draws are now playing sec- 
ond fiddle to air-conditioning sys- 
tems, with patrons ducking into the- 
atres mostly to dodge the humidity, 
regardless of the attractions. 

Magnificent Dope,’ at Proctor’s, is 
Pulling the most moola this week, 
Screen fare being bolstered by three 
nights of vaude instead of the usual 
two. ‘Wife Takes Flyer’ is drawing 





-average coin. 


Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,800; 30-55-60-75) 
—‘Wife Takes Fyer’ (Col) and ‘Pri- 
vate Buckaroo’ (U). Pacing to aver- 
age $15,000. Last week, ‘Broadway’ 
(U) and ‘Atlantic Convoy’ (Col), 
sturdy $17,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 20-28-39-44-50) 
— ‘Take Letter’ (Par) and ‘Murder 
Big House’ (WB). Current dual 
heading for satisfactory $2,800. Last 
week. ‘Saboteur’ (WB) and ‘Rio Rita’ 
(M-G), good $2,900, 

_Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000; 25- 

35-44-55-75) —‘Reap Wild Wind’ 
(Par) (3d wk). Holding well at $12,- 
000, pic being carried over for a 
‘ourth and final stanza. Last week, 
Owerful $16,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (3,400: 35-44-60- 





70-85)—‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th) and | 
‘My Favorite Spy’ (RKO). Current | 
layout, hypoed by three nights of | 
vaude, grabbing $17,500, okay. Last | 
week, ‘Gentlemen West Point’ (20th) | 
and ‘Whispering Ghost’ (20th), big 
$16,500 in repeat week. House did 
terrific $3,800 Wednesday night (15) 
with one-shot local premiere of 
‘Pride of the Yankees’ (RKO). 

State (Loew’s) (2,600 30-40-50-65- 
75)—Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Kid 
Glove Killer’ (M-G) (2d wk). Head- 
ing for good $13,500, following excel- 
lent $18,500 in initial sesh. 


BOARDWALKERS 
RUSH A.C. PIX 
AT 8:30 


Atlantic City, July 21. 


Although film houses are suffering 
because of the lack of the tremen- 
dous vacation crowds of previous 
years, they’re doing tremendous 
after-dark biz. With the boardwalk 
so dimmed out it’s impossible to rec- 
ognize a pal at six paces, the usual 
routine for vacationers is to pace 
the boards as long as it’s light and 
rush into a theatre when twilight 
falls. That results in queues at box- 
offices around 8:30. 


Boardwalk lights, _ incidentally, 
have taken an additional trimming 
in the past couple weeks. The bowls 
around the bulbs are painted black 
except for a small triangle facing 
inland. Previously the whole inland 
side of the globe was left unpainted. 
Eerie effect created is furthered by 
the heavy blue cellophane curtains 
many stores have effected to cut 
down the light shining out on to 
the boardwalk and yet let passersby 
know that they are open. 


Mpls. Socked by Heat 
And Civic Show, ‘Ahoy’ 
$10,000, ‘Above All’ 126 


Minneapolis, July 21. 

Scorching heat and _ opposition 
from the civic celebration Aquaten- 
nial attractions are putting dents in 
grosses currently. However, all 
things considered, business con- 
tinues to hold up fairly well. 

Lone holdover is ‘Tortilla Flat’ at 
the Century which did bang-up 
trade in its initial canto and still is 
making the turnstiles whirl. Aside 
from the heavily exploited ‘This 
Above All,’ at the State, there are 
no newcomers of great consequence. 

Estimaies for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
‘Lady Gangster’ (WB) and ‘Bashful 
Bachelor’ (RKO). Headed for mild 
$1,500 in five days. Last week, ‘Man 
Wouldn’t Die’ (20th) and ‘True to} 
Army’ (Par), very big $3,000. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; |‘ 30-40-50)— 
‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) (2d wk). Show- 

















ing plenty of boxoffice power for 
nice $4,000. Last week smash $12,000. 

Gopher (P-S) (1,000; 28-30)— 
‘Kildare’s Victory’ (M-G), Belated 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of July 23 


Astor—‘The Pride of the Yan- 
kees’ (RKO) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 15) 

Capitol—‘Crossroads’ (M-G). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 24) 

Criterion—Maisie Gets Her 
Man’ (M-G) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 27) 

Globe—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) 
(4th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 17) 

Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (8th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 

Music Halli—Mrs. Miniver’ 
(M-G) (8th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 13) 

Paramount—‘Priorities On Pa- 
rade’ (Par). 

(Review to appear in ‘Variety’ 
July 29) 
Rialto—‘Tombstone’ (Par). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 17) 
Roxy—This Above All’ (20th) 

(2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 13) 

Strand—The Big Shot’ (WB). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 

Week of July 30 

Astor—‘The Pride of the Yan- 
kees’ (RKO) (3d week). 

Capitel—Tarzan’s New York 
Adventure’ (M-G),. 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 25) 

Criterion—‘Pierre of the Plains’ 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 17) 

Globe—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) 
(5th week). 

Holiywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (10th week). 

Music Hall—‘Mrs. Miniver’ 
(M-G) (9th week). 

Paramount—‘Priorities On Pa- 
rade’ (Par) (2d week). 

Roxy—'They All Kissed the 
Bride’ (Col). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) . 

Strand—‘Wings for the Eagle’ 
(WB). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 


PORT. FULL OF 1.0.5 WITH 
‘MINIVER’ $9,000 FOR 2D 


Portland, Ore., July 21. 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ still leading the 








‘town in its second stanza, setting a 


terrific pace at the United Artists 
after a record-breaking first week. 
‘They All Kissed Bride’ is proving 
a winner at the big Paramount. 
‘Take a Letter, Darling’ is holding up 
to remarkable totals in a third week 
at the Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,900; 35-40- 
50)—Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure’ 
(M-G) and ‘Fingers at Window’ 
(M-G). Unexpectedly high $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Broadway’ (U) and 
‘Butch Minds Baby’ (U), good $7,500. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen ) (1,500: 
35-40-50)—‘This Our Life’ (WB) and 
‘Dangerously Live’ (WB) (4th wk). 
Still riding high in a fourth week for 


a nice $4,500. Last week, high 
$5,500 
Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergeen) 


(1,800; 35-40-50 )—"Take Letter’ (Par) 
and ‘Happened in Flatbush’ (20th). 
Third week for ‘Letter’ and keep- 
ing up to great $6,900. Second week, 
with ‘Bullet Scars’ (WB), grand 
$7,500. : 

Paramount (H-E) (3,000; 35-40-50) 
—All Kissed Bride’ (Col) and ‘At- 
lantic Convoy’ (Co]). Opened well 
and probably will get strong $7,900. 
Last week, ‘Big Shot’ ( ) and 
‘Whispering Ghosts’ (20th) big $8,700 
and moved to Music Box. 

United Artists (Parker) (900; 35- 


40-50) —‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Rolling up terrific $9,000 on 
second _ stanza. First week did 


record-breaking $10,000. 


Coolers Hypo Sweltering N.Y.’s BO: 
Yankees Big $30,000, ‘Miniver, 986 
7th Wk., ‘Big Shot-Wald Fine 446 





Grosses are taking a spurt in New 
York this week, aided by several 
days of very hot weather which 
drove people into the air conditioned 
theatres. The weekend showed ex- 
cellent strength with a couple ex- 
ceptions, while on Monday (20), 
warmest day of the year, the take 
was far above normal. 

‘Pride of the Yankees’ is the sen- 
sation of the week. It will hit 
around $30,000 on its first seven oe 
at the Astor, ending tonight 
(Wednesday), a new high for the 
house under any policy. ‘Pride’ had 
its‘ premiere last Wednesday night 
(15) at $2.20 top, mostly on invita- 
tion, while same evening it played 
in 40 RKO and Skouras neighbor- 
hood theatres at a $1.10 clip. With 
the majority of the 40 houses sold 
out, gross was around $90,000. 

Strand is heading for a very good 
gate of $44,000, or thereabouts, with 
‘Big Shot’ and a stageshow including 
the Jerry Wald band and Judy 
Canova. Holds over. 

Another large first-run that is 
doing big is “This Above All,’ which 
will get about $47,000 for the Roxy 
on its first week here and will re- 
main a second. Film was moved to 
the Roxy following an advanced- 
price run at the Astor. 

The marvel of the season, ‘Mrs. 
Miniver,’ at the Music Hall, shows 
but slight letup in pace and this 
week, its seventh, will get $98,000. 
This compares with $101,000 the 
prior round (6th). As result of. its 
fine staying powers, film will be held 
an eighth week and, very possibly, a 
ninth. Not remote is the chance that 
it may even go 10. No film has been 
able to stick it out at the Hall for 
more than six weeks. 

‘Her Cardboard Lover,’ new to the 
Capitol, wins the booby prize. It 
looks less than $10,000 and gets only 
the one week, with ‘Crossroads’ 
scheduled for tomorrow (Thursday). 

The second-run State, which has 
been doing very strongly of late, is 
down to a walk currently with ‘Be- 
yond Blue Horizon’ and the Andy 
Kirk band, plus Marty May, on the 
stage. No more than about $19,000 
is looked for, light but some profit. 

‘Maisie Gets Her Man,’ which holds 
over at the Criterion starting today 
(Wednesday), has no excuses to 
make at a good $12,000, while ‘Eagle 
Squadron,’ which ends its third 
stanza tonight (Wednesday) at the 
Globe, will do close to $15,000, stout, 
and holds over. 

‘Dandy’ continues to hold up well 
on its $2.20 roadshow run, last week 
(7th) having been a little over 
$20,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Loew’s) (1,140; 55-65-$1.10) 
—Pride of Yankees’ (RKO-Gold- 
wyn). Packing ’em in for a first 
week ending tonight (Wednesday) 
that will hit around $30,000, a new 
high for the house under any policy. 
The preem last Wednesday night 
(15) was almost entirely paper. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25). ‘Cardboard Lover’ 
(M-G). Getting nowhere fast, less 
than $10,000 seen. Last week, ‘I Mar- 
ried An Angel’ (M-G), $18,000, mild. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062; 35-44- 
55-75). ‘Maisie Gets Her Man’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). Begins holdover to- 
day (Wednesday) after a gross of 
$12,000, very good for this house. 
Last week, ‘Calling Dr. Gillespie’ 
(M-G), ended at under $7,000, weak. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,250; 35-55-75- 
85). ‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) (3d wk). 
Maintaining pull nicely, this stanza 
appearing close to $15,000. Last week 
(2d) was $16,800, excellent. 

Hollywood (WB) (1,225; 83-$1.10- 
$1.65-$2.20). ‘Dandy’ (WB) (8th wk). 
Holding up well, last week (7th) 








Bas 
Ayres’ vehicle hitting modérate _ ‘ ’ . 

Mild $2,200 or thereabguts. vast | 

seas fiees" oes, eo J, Dorsey- Tarzan Territ $28,000 In 
$3,000. ‘ 


Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 30-40-50)— 
‘Ship Ahoy’’(M-G), Also 17-piece 
soldier stage band and ‘volunteel 
chorus of 40’ from Ft. Snelling in- 
duction center added for two night 
shows on week. Trim $16,000 in pros- 


pect. Last week, ‘10 Gentlemen 
Point’ (20th), meagre $5,000. 

State (P-S) (2,400; 30-40-50)— 
‘This Above All’ (20th). iven tre- 


mendous advance built up, with 
trailers on all Paramount circuit 
houses here congratulating State on 
bringing to Minneapolis ‘year's finest 


picture.’ Will get very big $12,000. 
Last week, ‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G), 
socko $12,000. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100: 30-40 )— 


‘This Our Life’ (WB). First neigh- 
borhood showing, nice $3,200. Last 
week, ‘Male Animal’ (WB), big 
$4,000. ' 

World (Par-Steffes) (350: 30-40-50- 
55)-—‘Always in Heart’ (WB). Well 
liked picture, nice $3,000. Last week, 
‘Invaders’ (Col) (3d wk), good $2,- 





000, making around $13,000 for run. 


Wash.; ‘Wings Eagle’ -Vaude Fine 206 


Washington, Julv 21, 

It's band musie and culture this 
week. Jimmy Dorsey’s orchestra has 
the Capitol away out in front while 
up at Keith’s, the pull of ‘Magnifi- 
cent Ambersons’ was demonstrated 
with a walloping weekend gross. 
‘Take a Letter, Darling’ climbed to 
$20,000 on its first seven days at the 
Palace, this swell business forcing a 
holdover. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44- 
66)—‘Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure’ 
(M-G) with Jimmy Dorsey's band on 
stage. Solid from the start and will 
roll up $28,000 or better, colossal. 
Last week, ‘Moontide’ (20th) with 
vaudeville, neat $20,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)-—- 
‘Gentlemen from Point’ (20th). Just 


a fair $4,500. Last week, ‘Tortilla 
Flat’ (M-G), first rate $5,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) with Billy 
House and vaudeville on stage. Ex- 
cellent $20,000. Last week, ‘Great 
Man’s Lady’ (Par) with vaudeville, 
swell $20,700. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 40-50-65)— 
‘Magnificent Ambersons’ (RKO). Off 
fast, and will roll up a sensational 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Lady in Jam’ 
(U) (2d wk), mild $7,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44) 
—‘True to Army’ (Par). Looks like 


nifty $7,000. Last week, ‘Favorite 
Blonde’ (Par), solid $8,200. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242: 28-55)— 
‘Take Letter’ (Par) (2d wk). On 





second stanza will roll up a neat 
$12,000. Last week, rousing $20,000, 


'to earn holdover. 


> 





having ended at over $20,000, while 
the previous round was $21,000. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 
65-75). ‘Juke Girl’ (WB) (2d run) 
and ‘In Old California’ (Rep) (2d 
run), dualed. Probable $8,000 seen 
for this pair, mild. Last week, 
‘Broadway’ (U) (2d run) and ‘Lady 
Gangster’ (WB) (lst run), $9,000, 
oke. 

Paramount (Par) (3.664; 35-55-85- 
99). ‘Priorities on Parade’ (Par) and, 
on stage, Phil Harris’ orch, Zero 
Mostel and Ann Miller. This new 
show moves in this morning 
(Wednesday ). ‘Are Husbands Neces- 
sary?’ (Par) and the Hal McIntyre 
band, plus Connee Boswell and 
Larry Adler, went two weeks; sec- 
ond was $35,000, okay, while the 
first hit $46,000, strong. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65). ‘Mi- 
niver’ (M-G) and stage show (7th 
wk). The first picture to play here 
longer than’ six weeks, the current 
(7th) semester will be about $98,000, 
still socko. Last week (6th) was 
$101,000, immense. Film holds an 
eighth canto and possibly may go 
as many as 10, 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
‘Drums of Congo’ (U). This one 
should get $6,000 or better, satis- 
factory. ‘Men of Texas’ (U) rounded 
out last week at $7,000, good. 

Rexy (20th) (5,886; 40-55-65-75-85- 
99)—‘This Above All’ (20th) (move- 
over) and stageshow. Brought here 
following a run at the Astor, ‘Above 
All’ still has plenty of draught, the 
initial week here looking $47,000, ex- 
cellent. Holds. Last week, second 
for ‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th), $32,- 
500, fair. 

State (Loew's) (3,450: 39-44-55-75- 
99-$1.10) — ‘Beyond Blue Horizon’ 
(Par) (2d run) and Andy Kirk, 
Marty May, others, in person, Not- 
so-good $19,000 indicated, but profit. 
Last week, ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) (2d 
run) and Will Bradley, Cynda 
Glenn, topped $28,000, excellent. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85- 
99-$1.10)—‘Big Shot’ (WB) and the 
Jerry Wald orch, plus Judy Canova, 
on the stage. Rousing $44,000 should 
be garnered the initial seven days of 
this show. Holds over. ‘Last week, 
‘Spy Ship’ (WB), in for just one 
week, and Raymond Scott. (2d wk), 
only $21,000, poor. 


Big Shot’ $17,000 
In Offish Philly: 
‘Angel’ Solid 96 


Philadelphia, July 21. 

Blistering heat. wave which struck 
Philly over the weekend is causing 
a slump at the b.o. Swimming pools, 
parks and mountains and seashore 
resorts reported biggest biz of sum- 
mer. 

Only filmers to keep an even keel 
amid zooming temperatures are ‘Big 
Shot’ at the Fox, and ‘I Married An 
Angel.’ 

The Stanton reopens Saturday 
(25) after two week's closing for 
refurbishing. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 45-55-65- 
75)—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (2d 
run). Hiked prices bringing near- 
record $6,000 for this small-seater. 
Last week, ‘Great Man’s Lady’ 
(Par) sour $1,800 for second run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,569; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Above All’ (20th) (24 wk). Steep 
drop after solid opener for $12,000. 
Initialer bright $21,000 plus neat 
$2,500 for ‘bonus’ Sunday showing 
at Earle. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—Twin Beds’ (UA) with Frankie 
Masters orch and variety show. 
Combo good for even $20,000. Last 
week, ‘Maisie’ (M-G) plus Milton 
Berle, et al in person, good $23,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,245; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Big Shot’ (WB). Bogart meller 
drawing them in to tune of $17,000 
in addition to okay $2,000 for Sab- 
bath gravy screening at Eacle. Last 
week, ‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th), dis- 
appointing $11,800. 

Karlton (WB) (1,166; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Married An Angel’ (M-G). Tune- 
ful $9,000. ‘Fantasia (RKO} wound 
up third week of pop price run with 
good $5,000. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,200; 35-46-57-68) 
—Invaders’ (Col) (2d run). Un- 
satisfactory $3,500 but much better 
than measly $2,500 last week's = 
for ‘Lady in a Jam’ (U) on secon 
run, 

Stanley (WB) (2,916: 35-46-57-68) 
—Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) (2d wk), 
Poor $9,500 for h.o. Bow-in netted 
n.s.h. $13.000. 
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‘Ambersons’-Phil Regan Pace Frisco 
To Giant $25,000; ‘Jackass’ Forte 186 








San Francisco, July 21. 
‘The Magnificent Ambersons,’ with 
a big lift from a stage show headed 
by Phil Regan, is hanging up the 
largest gross in years at the Golden 


Gate Theatre, and is pacing the 
town by a wide margin. The ter- 
rific take on Laoag = vag is $25,000, 
st here in some time. 
OS ockale Mail’ at the Fox and ‘I 
Married an Angel’ on the Paramount 
sereen are drawing fairly heavy 
money, but ‘The Great Man's Lady 
is lagging way behind at the V’ar- 
field. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-55)— 
‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) and ‘Fingers 
at Window’ (M-G). This bill is add- 
ing up to $18,000. Last week, ‘Juke 
Girl’ (WB) and ‘True to Army’ (Par) 
(2d wk), held up to $12,600, big. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 40- 
44-65) — ‘Magnificent Ambersons’ 
(RKO) .and stage show featuring 
Phil Regan. This picture and Regan 
on stage about dividing the hefty 
draw. Looks like collosal $25,000 
and maybe record. Holds over. Last 
week, ‘Fantasia’ (RKO) and _ stage 
show (2d wk), dropped slightly 
under expectations for second ses- 
sion at $14,800. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 50- 
65) — ‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) and 
‘About Face’ (UA) (4th wk). This 
one is still going strong, grossing 
$10,500 on fourth round, and will be 
held for the fifth stanza. Last week, 

14,300, terrific. 
$ Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
55)—-'Married an Angel’ (M-G) and 
‘Pacific Rendezvous’ (M-G), Good 
for a substantial $16,000. Last week, 
‘Gun for Hire’ (Par) and ‘This Time 
for Keeps’ (M-G) (2d wk), $11,000, 
big. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
55)—Juke Girl’ (WB) and ‘True to 
Army’ (Par). Moved to this house 
after two weeks at Fox, this combo 
is running up nice $6,000. Last week, 
‘Take Letter’ (Par) and ‘Remember 
Pearl Harbor’ (Rep) paid off to tune 
of a great $7,000 fer fourth week 
on Market Street. 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100; 35-40-55)—‘The Real Glory’ 
(UA) (reissue) and ‘Aunt Emma 
(Mono) (2d wk). Clicking along at 
a fair $5,200 for — sesh. Last 
week, $8,700, ver ood. 

ee dota (Powe 1» (2.650: 35-40-55 ) 
—Great Man's Lady’ (Par) and 
‘Happened in Flatbush’ (20th). This 
bill is worth only $10,000. Last week, 
‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th) and ‘Whis- 
pering Ghosts’ (20th) (2d wk), fin- 
ished at $11,000, good. 


‘Eagle Squadron’ Best 
InK.C., Record $12,000; 
‘Ambersons’ Oke $7,200 


Kansas City, July 21. 
‘Eagle Squadron’ playing day-and- 
date in the Esquire and Uptown 
theatres is head and shoulders above 
the town. Prices upped to 55c. for 
second time in a few weeks, some- 
thing done here seldom in recent 











years. Looks to topple record for 
two-theatre combo at $12,000 or| 
thereabouts. | 

‘Magnificent Ambersons’ as_ bill | 
topper at the Orpheum is getting a} 
good play but stays only one week. | 
Mrs. Miniver’ creating exceptional | 
notice by staying for a third straight 
week at the big 4,000-seat Midland, 
unprecedented here. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 15-40-55)— 
‘Eagle Squadron’ (U). Playing solo 
in both spots, started climbing from 





Start. Smash $12,000 in prospect, 
and likely new record for two 
houses. Last week, ‘Private Buck- 
aroo’ (U), heavy trade from the 
young music followers, satisfactory | 
$6,000. 


Midland (Loew’s) (4,000: 11-30-44) | 
—'Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Third week, unheard of here, headed 
for $7,500, average of many first 
week attractions. Last week, great 
$10,500, and first week was excel- 
lent $17,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; i1- 
30-44)—"This Our Life’ CWB) (2d 
wk). Getting usual nice patronage 
from Bette Davis following, $5,200 
Okay after first week’s nice $8,800. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 11-30-44) 
—Magnificent Ambersons’ (RKO) 
and ‘Sweater Girl’ (Par). Welles 
name responsible for pleasing trade 
Over weekend, but won’t hold a sec- 
ond week. Nice $7,200. Last week, 
Sergeant York’ (WB) and ‘Ameri- 
can Coed’ (UA) (2d wk), held its 
Own at $5,000. 

Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,110; 11-30) 
op hispering Ghosts’ (20th) and 
“irough Different Eyes’ (20th) with 
bade vaude biil. Bill runs eight 
pb and looks like $8,000, good. 
anes week, ‘Happened in Flatbush’ 
‘a a) with Ozzie Nelson band, big- 
Sest here since last fall, $14,000. 





1 
ween 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Grosy 
PEO . wine vive $1,935,500 
(Based on 26 cities, 161 thea- 

tres, chiefly first runs, mcruding 

N. Y.) 

Total Gross Same Week 
re ee sscasens $1,518,500 

(Based on 27 cities, 172 theatres) 


Pitt Swelters, But 
Shot -Ted Lewis, 
$22,000, OK Draw 


Pittsburgh, July 21. 

Weekend heat, with mercury 
soaring to above 100, was a stiff kick 
in the pants for practically all of 
the downtown locations, only Ted 
Lewis at the Stanley, with ‘The Big 
Shot,’ being successfully able to 
overcome the temperature. Weather 
figures to cost even Lewis a few 
grand, however. 

Closing of Fulton for a few weeks 
is distributing some normal first-run 
biz among the other spots, or else 
effect of the hot wave would prob- 
ably be even more pronounced, 

Estimates for This Week 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 30-40-55)— 


‘This Above All’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Slipping sharply in h.o., and heat’s 
the only reason. Should get around 
$8,000 anyway, not bad. Last week, 
swell at just under $15,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-40- 
55) — “Take Letter’ (Par). Well- 
liked by everybody and boosted in 
reviews as A-l1 warm weather com- 
edy. That’s helping it to nice $16,000. 
Goes to Warner Thursday (23) with 














‘Our Russian Front’ added. Last 
week, ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G), around 
$17,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-55)—‘Juke 
Girl’ (WB). Dropped anchor here 


via usual Penn-Warn@-Ritz route, 
but has just about run itself out in 
downtown sector. Will be lucky to 
grab $2,300 here. Last week, ‘Henry 
and Dizzy’ (Par) and ‘Powder Town’ 
(RKO), poor $1,700. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-55) 
—Meet Stewarts’ (Col) and ‘Man 
Wouldn’t Die’ (20th). Just a filler 
dual and going nowhere. Doesn’t 
look like much more than $2,100. 
Last week, ‘Lady in Jam’ (U), got 
four days in second week, moving 
over from the Harris, and died at 
$1,200 for abbreviated session. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-40-55-66) 
—Big Shot’ (WB) and Ted Lewis 
band unit. Latter’s just like old 
faithful here. Heat will cost him at 
least a few grand this time, but even 
so, house will be perfectly contented 


with $22,000. Last week, Judy 
Canova-Clyde Lucas with ‘This Gun 
for Hire’ (Par), around $18,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000: 30-40-55)— 
‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G). Shifted here 
from Penn and doing just fair on 
h.o.; maybe $4,800, hardly enough 
to win h.o. at Ritz but will get it 
just the same. Last week, ‘Juke 
Girl’ (WB), also shifted from Penn, 
good $6,500. 





‘Juke Girl’ Swingeroo 
$11,500, Tops Seattle; 
‘Jackass’ Strong 116 


: Seattles July 21. 

‘Juke Girl,’ heading a dual combo 
at the Orpheum, is leading the new- 
comers this week with magnificent 
$11,500. At the larger Paramount, 
‘Jackass Mail’ and ‘It Happened in 
Flatbush’ are doing almost equally 
well. ‘Syncopation’ also is building 
to a good week at the Music Hall. 

Of the holdovers, ‘Gold Rush’ at 
the Liberty looks brightest for the 
second week while ‘Take a Letter’ at 
the Blue Mouse is rated great for a 
third session. Cool and rainy 
weather is credited with helping 
some last week. 

Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


(850; 30-40-58)—‘Take Letter’ (Par) 
and ‘Sweater Girl’ (Par) (3d wk). 
Great $5,000. Last week, ‘Ship 


Ahoy’ (M-G) (6th wk) and ‘Gun for 
Hire’ (Par) (3d wk), latter pepped 
up the take, big $3,300. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 40-58) 
—Gone With Wind’ (M-G). Return 
engagement at pop prices, but mat- 
inees held to 40c. Good $8,500. Last 
week (30-40-58), ‘Cardboard Lover’ 
(M-G) and ‘Whispering Ghosts’ 
(20th), not too good at $7,900. 

Liberty (J & vH) (1,650; 30-40-58) 
—‘Gold Rush’ (UA) (2d wk). Get- 
ting laughs and solid $5,500. Last 
week, same pix, swell $9,200. 

Music Box (H-E) (800; 30-40-58)— 
‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) and ‘Whis- 
pering Ghosts’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Moved from Fifth. Nice $3,590. Last 
week, ‘Married Angel’ (M-G) and 
‘Grand Central Murder’ (M-G) (2d 
wk), big $4,000. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 30-40-58) 
—‘Syncopation’ (RKO) and ‘Falcon 
Takes Over’ (RKO). Headed for 
good $5,500. Last week, ‘Friendly 
Enemies’ (UA) and ‘Gentleman After 
Dark’ (UA), weak $3,600. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600: 30-46-58) 
—Juke Girl’ (WB) and ‘I Was 
Framed’ (WB). 
Last week, ‘This Our Life’ (WB) and 
‘Midnight Masquerade’ (Rep) 
wk), gathered big $7,800. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,340; 36-58) 
—Home in Wyomin’’ (Rep) and 
‘Bullet Scars’ (WB) plus stage show 
Headed for trim $8,500. Last week, 
‘Shepherd Ozarks’ (Rep) and Polack 
circus on stage, house record, mag- 
nificent $11,500. 

Paramount (H-E) (3.039: 30-40-58) 


week, ‘Take Letter’ (Par) and 
‘Sweater Girl’ (Par) (2d wk), grand 
enough $8,400. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 
58)—“This Our Life’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Hot release from Orpheum, set to 
reach good $3,800.. Last week (30- 
42), ‘Lady Has Plans’ (Par) and 
‘Martin Eden’ (Col) (2d run), very 
nifty $3,100 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800: 20- 
30)—‘Spoilers’ (U) and ‘Mr. V’ (UA) 
(3d run). Big $3,200. Last week, ‘Song 
Islands’ (20th) and ‘Vanishing Vir- 
| ginfan’ (M-G) (3d run), $2,700. 





“Jackass Mail’ (M-G) and ‘Hap-| 
pened in Flatbush’ (20th). Reaching | 
out for very strong $11.000. Last 


30-40- | 


$32,000 in Rugged 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
BEE:  Rxccdne sss $314,000 
(Based on 11 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
ORR eee $280,300 
(Bused on 12 theatres) 


Eagle Squadron’ 
Smash 126, Cincy; 
‘Ambersons’ 8146 


Cincinnati, July 21. 
Temp sizzled in the high 90’s over 
the weekend, making it Cincy’s hot- 
test of the summer. Despite this, 
| business is solid for two of the three 


fresh releases with b.o, total up sev- 
eral degrees over last week. 

‘Eagle Squadron’ is the high flier 
currently with a near-record high 
for the Grand, where it will hold. 
Close behind is ‘Take a Letter, 
Darling’ at the Albee. Palace is slow 
on ‘Magnificent Ambersons.’ In its 
third week, ‘Mrs. Méniver’ continues 
to ring up sturdy biz at the Capitol. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Take Letter’ (Par) (eight days). 
Pleasing $12,000. Last week, ‘Lady 
in Jam’ (U), six days, meagre $7,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 17-40-44-60) 
—Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
|Hefty $10,000. Last week (2d), sen- 
|sational $14,500. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 17-28)—‘Fal- 
con Takes Over’ (RKO) and ‘Hello 
|Annapolis’ (Col), split with ‘Escape 

















Magnificent $11,500.|Hong Kong’ (U) and ‘Aunt Emma’/|_.O'Ppheum 


|(Mono). Average $2,000. Same last 


(2d | week on ‘Henry, Dizzy’ (Par) and | Lady 


\‘Whispering Ghost’ (20th), split with 
|‘Heart Rio Grande’ (Rep) and ‘Black 
Doll’ (PRC). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 40-44-60)— 
‘Eagle Squadron’ (U). Slight upping 
of scale pushing this to smash $12,- 
000. Holding for a run. Theatre’s 
top take since opening last year. 
|Last week, ‘Private Buckaroo’ (U), 
lat regular scale, good $5,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
i'—‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th). Move- 
lover from Palace. Fair $3,800. Last 
ij week, ‘“Tarzan’s 
(M-G) (2d run), no dice, $3,000. 

| Lyrie (RKO) (1,400: 28-33-42)— 
‘Annie Rooney’ (UA). Brought back 
jfor second week. Dull $3,000. Pic 
;got a dandy $6,000 in initial stanza 
'at Grand early this month. Last 
|week, ‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Russian Front’ (Ind) (3d run), fair 


| $3,000. 

| Palace (RKO) (2,600: 33-40-50) 
‘Magnificent Ambersons’ (RKO). 
iSlow $8,500. Last week, ‘Magnifi- 


|cent Dope’ (20th), nifty $10,500. 





NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


Mid-July Releases Doing Well—‘Wings For Eagle’, 





‘Big Shot’, ‘Ambersons’, ‘Sweater Girl’ New 


Mid-July fin 


merit getting additional dating, 


for the Eagle’ (WB), ‘Sweater 
Shot’ (WB). 


to by the grosses reported. 


‘Sweater Girl’ shows up in only one spot, Baltimore, 
,000. 
Her Man’ (M-G), just starting out, cleared a very good 
$12,000 in New York and is reported as fair at $9,500 


where it is headed for a rousing $19 


in Cleveland. 


In ‘Wings for the Eagle,’ Warners appears to have a All 
In Washington, with a vaude 
show, it will do an excellent $20,000, while St. Louis 
augurs a robust $17,500 and in Los Angeles the pros- 
second week, topping the 


strong July release. 


pects are for $32,000 on 
town. 


‘Ambersons’ appears to be spotty. 


additional dates currently, it looks a sensational $14,000 


in Washington, a giant $25,000 out 


and a good $4,800 in Omaha, but is below expectations 


in Chicage and Cincinnati. 


Uniformly potent is ‘Mrs. Miniver,” (M-G) now in 
its seventh week at the Music Hall, N. Y., where it will 


mount to $98,000 and hold over. 


in several other spot 


ds numerous early summer releases of 
while 
scattered engagements are newer films such as ‘Mag- 
ee te es ’ , i . 30? (7 ~% ‘Wing 
nificent Ambersons’ (RKO), ‘Crossroads (M-G), ing 
Girl’ 
Quality of product generally is attested 


including Kar 





Louis, Louisville 
appearing on ll strong. 
will hit 
also first week, i 

‘Big Shot’ 
boxoffice these d 
New York, 
staunch $24,000, 
pleasing $18,000, 


(Par) and ‘Big 


‘Maisie Gets 


», Cleveland, 
Film opened in Memphis this 
a robust 
seemingly has 
gross 


and a tuneful $17 
Miscellaneous grosses show ‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th) 


Portland 
week and 
$12,000 there, while in Providence 
ndications point to a smash $21,000. 

what is required at the 
ays. On the way to a big $44,000 in 
es for it in other spots will be a 
Boston; swell $12,000, 
Cleveland; stout $22,000 Pittsburgh; 
,000 in Philadelphia, to lead that key 


Denver and 


to be great in Newark, but only so-so in Chicago; ‘They 


Jersey City and 
trim $10,000 in M 
Reaching several board Lover’ (M 
in San Francisco 
in Jam’ (U), 


It’s on holdover 
sas City, St. okay 


Kissed the Bride’ 
strong in Portland; ‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par), strong in 


oke in Frisco and Philadelphia: ‘Ship Ahoy’ 


(Col), okay in Cleveland and 


Philly; ‘I Married an Angel’ (M-G), 
(M-G) 


inneapolis; ‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G), good 


in both Frisco and Seattle but slow in Buffalo; ‘Card- 


-G), bad in New York, but hefty in 


two Boston houses; ‘Crossroads’ (M-G), extra good in 
Baltimore, strong in Detroit and mild in Buffalo; ‘Ten 
Gentlemen West Point’ (20th), strong in Denver; ‘Lady 
only fair in Boston but trim elsewhere; 
‘Great Man’s Lady’ 
rently but disappointing in Frisco, and ‘This Above 
All’ (20th), strong in New York and Minneapolis, while | 
in Louisville ; 


(Par), the best in Denver cur- 


and Pittsburgh. 


N. Y. Adventure’ | 


Providence; | 


‘Wings For Eagle’ Climbs to Smart 


L. A.; ‘Ambersons’ 


Nice 196 in 2d Wk., ‘In Jam’ 23446 


Los Angeles, July 21. 

Despite continued heat, theatres 
generally are holding up. The two 
Warner houses with ‘Wings for the 
Eagle’ are leading the town with a 
smart $32,000. 

Warner’s Hollywood is leading the 
Downtown by about $2,000 because 
of extra swing-shift shows at the 
former. Holiday biz on weeks 
helped many theatres, with ropes up 
at some. Pantages and Hillstreet 
with ‘Magnificent Ambersons’ will 
get close to a good $19,000. 

Two Paramount theatres wound 
out a trim $23,500 on ‘Blue Horizon’ 
and ‘Lady in Jam.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 35- 
44-55-65-75)—Ten Gentlemen West 
Point’ (20th) and ‘Secret Agent Ja- 
pan’ (20th) (3d wk). Not very 
snappy at $1,400. Last week, light 
$2,000. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034: 33- 
44-55-65-75)—‘Tarzan’s N. Y. Adven- 
ture’ (M-G) and ‘Pacific Rendezvous’ 
(M-G), Weak $7,500. Last week, 
‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) and ‘Grand 
Central’ (M-G), pleasant $10,500. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 33-44-55- 
65-75) —Wings for Eagle’ (WB). 
Everybody happy over splendid $15,- 
000. Last week (2d) ‘Sgt. York’ 
(WB) (2d wk), pop-price showing 
mild $7,000. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 33-44- 
55-65)—'Friendly Enemies’ (WA) and 
‘This Is Blitz’ (UA) (short) (3d wk). 
Product paucity forcing third week 
which augurs anemic $1,500. Last 
week, pulled weak $1,750. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 33-44-55-65- 
75)—Annie Rooney’ (UA) and 
‘She’s in Army’ (Mono) (3d wk). 
Looks like acceptable $2,600. Last 
week, nice $3,200. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 33-44-55- 
65-75)—Wings for Eagle’ (WB). 
Opened big and headed for strong 
$17,000, with extra owl shows for 
|defense workers hypoing. Last week, 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (2d wk), so-so 


| $6,500. 
(D’town) (2,200; 33-44- 
55-65)—‘Mad Martindales’ (20th) and 
Gangster’ (WB) with Al 
|Pearce and gang on stage. Robust 
| $14,000. Last week, ‘Powder Town’ 
(RKO) and ‘Sunny Side’ (20th) with 
|Merry Macs heading vaude shaw, 
| good $13,000. 
| Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 44-55-65- 
85)—‘Ambersons’ (RKQ) (2d wk), 
j;and ‘Desperate Ellery Queen’ (Col), 
|Top feature another forced hold- 
;over. ‘Queen’ whipped in for sec- 
ond week replacing ‘Spitfire Sees 
Ghost’ (RKO). Satisfactory $9,700 
'on second sesh. Last week, tilled 
$12,000. 
Paramount (F&M) (3,596; 33-44- 
65-75 )—‘Lady in Jam’ (U) and ‘Blue 
Horizon’ (Par) (2d wk). It’s a hold- 
|over for ‘Horizon’ and switch from 
‘Sweater Girl (Par) to ‘Lady.’ 
Sturdy $16,000. Last week, ‘Horizon’ 
and ‘Sweater,’ bright $14,000. 
Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 
| 409; 44-55-65-75 )—‘Lady in Jam’ (U). 
Neekend biz hypoed to $7,500, oke. 
Last week, ‘Blue Horizon’ (Par), 
| closed with mild $7,500. 
| RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,872; 33- 
|44-55-65)—‘Ambersons’ (RKO) (2d 
iwk) and ‘Desperate Ellery Queen’ 
| (Col). *Holding up beyond expecta- 
jtions on second stanza for $9,060. 
|Last week, ‘Ambersons’ with ‘Spit- 
s Sees Ghost’ (RKO), fair $10,300. 
! 
| 
} 





State (Loew-WC) (2,204; 33-44-55- 
65-75)—"Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure’ 
|(M-G) and ‘Pacific Rendezvous’ (M- 
|G). Fairish $12,000. ~Last week, 
| ‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) and ‘Grand 
|Central Murder’ (M-G), $14,000. 

United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100; 
| 33-44-55-65)—‘Cardboard Lover’ (M- 
|G), and ‘Grand Central’ (M-G), On 
;moveover pair figures for limp $2,- 
700. Last week, ‘Maisie Gets Man’ 
(M-G) and ‘Married Angel’ (M-G), 
average $4,600. 


Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 33-44-55- 
65)—‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) and 
‘Grand Central’ (M-G). Only $4.- 
200 in sight for this pair. Last week, 
Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G) and ‘Mar- 


ried Angel’ (M-G), got by with 





‘Wings For Eagle’ Big 
$3,800, Lincoln Leader 


Lincoln, July 21. 


Good pictures plus a rush of 
patrons to air-cooled theatres is 
| boosting biz. ‘Wings for the Eagle’ 
proved popular with soldiers and 


heads the week’s list. 
Estimates for This Week 
Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 


10-30-44). ‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB). 
Excellent $3,800. Last week, ‘Ten 
Gentlemen Point’ (20th), good $3,- 
100. 


Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) 
(1,236; 10-20-28). ‘Sunday Punch’ 
(M-G) and ‘Pierre of Plains’ (M-G). 
Fair $1,150. Last week, ‘Man 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Kay Kyser- Whispering’ New Peak In 
Det., Terrific $60,000; ‘Our Life’ 226 





—_—__—_—_-_ --_— v7 


a 
- Detroit, July 21. 

With plenty of fresh bills in the 
first-runs, this city is hitting a great 
ace in the face of a heat wave. 
eeling is rampant that the weighty 
defense dough is making itself felt 
since even a short-lived streetcar 
strike here failed to whittle grosses. 

Biggest boom is at the Fox where, 
for the third time, Kay Kyser seems 
likely to break his own _ house 
record in a team-up with ‘Whisper- 
ing Ghosts’ on the screen. Michigan 
will be far above normal with ‘In 
This Our Life’ and ‘Always in My 
Heart,’ while the United Artists is 
aiming for a holdover of ‘Crossroads’ 
and ‘Affairs of Martha.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 40-55-65) 
—Broadway’ (U) and ‘Private Buck- 
aroos’ (U). Good $7,000 in switch- 
over from Fox. Last week, ‘Gentle- 
men West Point’ (20th) and ‘Meet 
Stewarts’ (Col), also Fox moveovers, 
choice $7,200. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 40-55- 

65)—‘Whispering Ghosts’ (20th) and 
Kay Kyser orchestra on stage. Looks 
like a new high at $60,000 or near 
that. Last week, ‘Broadway’ (U) 
and ‘Private Buckaroo’ (U), sur- 
passed expectations with a choice 
22,000. 
. Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
40-55-65) —"This Our Life’ (WB) and 
‘Always in My Heart’ (WB). Great 
$22,000. Last week, ‘Gun for Hire’ 
(Par) and Tommy Dorsey band on 
stage, smash $47,000. ‘ 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 46-55-65)—Gun for Hire’ (Par) 
(2d wk), and ‘Sweater Girl’ (Par). 
Fair $10,000. Last week, ‘Reap Wild 
Wind’ (Par) and ‘Hay Foot’ (UA), 
pair of moveovers, after three weeks 
at Michigan, big $13,000 in fourth 
stanza in loop. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000: 40-55-65)—‘Crossroads’ (M-G) 
and ‘Affairs Martha’ (M-G). Strong 
$16,000 and holdover. Last week, 
*‘Tarzan’s Treasure’ (M-G) and 
‘Maisie Man’ (M-G) (2d wk), good 
$10,000 after $14,000 in first sesh. 





‘Wings for Eagle’ Tops 
St. Louis, Trim $17,500; 


‘Miniver’ 176 for 3d Wk.|2 





St. Louis, July 21. 

It has been many years since a 
flicker has had enough appeal to jus- 
tify a third week in a local deluxer, 
but ‘Mrs. Miniver’ is currently ac- 
complishing this feat at Loew’s. 
Double-headers in a crucial series 
between the Dodgers and Cardinals, 


Saturday (18) and Sunday (19) re- 
sulted in an influx of out-of-town- 
ers and the midtown deluxers got 
plenty of additional biz after each 
game. Fox, with ‘Wings for the 
Eagle’ and ‘Ship Spy,’ is out in frort 

y. + il lead the town. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 30-40-50)— 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (3d wk). Good 
for a swell $17,000 to tack onto $20,- 
000 for second and $26,500 for first 
stanzas. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) and ‘Ship 
Spy’ (WB). Swell getaway and will 
cop a robust $17,500 to lead the town. 
Last week, ‘This Above All’ (20th) 
pas ‘Juke Box Jenny’ (U), fine $18,- 


Missouri (F&M) (3,570; 30-40-50) 

—This Above All’ (20th) and ‘Lady 
in Jam’ (U) (2d wk). Neat $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Lady in Jam’ (U) and 
Sweater Girl’ (Par), surprise of 
week with a strong $11,500. 
St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40)— 
Men of Texas’ (U) and ‘Escape 
Hong Kong’ (U). Average $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Gun for Hire’ (Par) and 
This Our Life’ (WB), beat expecta- 
tions, good $4,500. 


‘CROSSROADS’ $11,000, 
BUFF; SAME ON ‘MAIL’ 


; Buffalo, July 21. 

Combination of hot weather, medi- 
ocre screen fare and mammoth Navy 
Relief show is bogging down biz over 
recent weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 
. Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
Jackass Mail’ (M-G) and ‘Pacific 
Rendezvous’ (M-G). Slow $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) 
and Sammy Kaye orch on stage, very 
fine $22,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and ‘Happened 
in Flatbush’ (20th). Mild takings, 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M- 
G) and ‘Grand Central’ (M-G) (2d 
wk), oke $9,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100: 30-45)—‘Annie 
Rooney’ (UA) and ‘True to Army’ 
(Par). 
about $8,000. 








Preserving above par pace, | ‘Favorite Spy’ 
Last week, ‘Take Let-Sees Ghost’ (RKO), 


ter’ (Par) and ‘Henry Dizzy’ (Par) 
(2d wk), $8,000. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-44) 
—‘Submarine Raider’ (Col) and 
‘Blondie College’ (Col). Trim $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) (3d 
wk) (40-55), sturdy $8,000. 

20th Century (Ind) (3,000; 30-44)— 
‘Kennel Murder’ (WB) and ‘Gam- 
bling Lady’ (WB). Bogging down to 
brutal $4,500. Last week, ‘Big Shot’ 
(WB) and ‘Scattergood Rides High’ 
(RKO), bettered neat $10,000. 


‘BRIDE’ 126, 
CLEVE. ACE 


Cleveland, July 21. 
‘Big Shot’ is shooting the biggest 
score currently at the Palace, with 
Clyde Lucas’ band and Hal LeRoy 


adding more b.0. ‘Maisie Gets Man’ 
at State is being smothered by year’s 
hottest heat spell. ‘All Kissed Bride’ 
coasting along for average take at 
Hipp. 

Estimates for This Week 


Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-40-45-55 )— 
‘Juke Girl’ (WB) (2d wk). Ordinary 
$4,000. Last round, ‘Gal Sal’ (20th) 
(3d wk), $4,000. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 35-40-45- 
55) — ‘Kissed Bride’. (Col). Joan 
Crawford pulling shop-girl trade but 
not enough of it, okay $12,000 in 
sight. Last week, ‘Juke Girl,’ so-so 
$10,300. , 

Lake (Warners) (800; 35-40-45-55) 
—Gal Sal’ (20th) (4th wk). Nice 
$2,000. Last week, ‘Sgt. York’ (WB) 
(2d wk), fine $4,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 35-40-45-55- 
70)—‘Big Shot’ (WB) plus Hal Le 
Roy, Clyde Lucas’ orch, Louise 
Beavers on stage. Well built bill, 
trade steady if not big, $18,000 will 
be pleasing in this weather. Last 
week, ‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th) and 
Phil Harris’ orch, okay $17,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 35-40-45-55) 
—‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G). Al- 
though Red Skelton is a dandy draw; 
not more than fair $9,500 indicated. 
ast week, ‘Take Letter’ (Par), fair 
$11,500. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 35-40-45- 
55)—Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Excellent reactions in every respect 
and will cop great $10,000, after sock 
$15,000 last week, second of run. 


‘This Above All’ Sends 
L’ville, Robust $8,000; 
‘Miniver’ 7G in 2d Week 


Louisville, July 21. 

Town is rurn’‘s heavy to hold- 
overs during current week, and b.o. 
is only medium. Unusual for Loew’s | 
State to hold for a second week, but | 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ is doing the trick at} 
a healthy pace. Of the new product 
‘This Above All’ at the Rialto prob- 
ably will be the best in town. 

Weather has been hot. Matinees 
are light, but nights okay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Lady in Jam’ (U) 
and ‘Escape Hong Kong’ (U). Light 
$1,700 for this moveover. Last week, 
‘Tarzan’s Adventure’ (M-G) and ‘El- 
lery Queen’ (Col), pretty fair $2,000 
on moveover. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,250; 15-25) 
—‘Tarzan’s Secret Treasure’ (M-G) 
and ‘Twin Beds’ (UA), split with 
‘Dumbo’ (RKO) and ‘Were Dancing’ 














|\(M-G). Holding up well for nice | 
|$1,700. Last week, ‘Shadow Thin} 
|Man’ (M-G) and ‘Invaders’ (Col) 
isplit with ‘Design for Scandal’ (M-G) 
and ‘Male Animal’ (WB), about | 
same. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- | 
30-40)—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (2d} 
lwk). Terrific reaction to this one, 
with word-of-mouth strong. Bulk | 


of coin garnered in the first week, 
but h.o. stanza looks like satisfactory | 
$7,000. Last week, swell $13,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—‘Juke Girl’ (WB) (3d 
wk). Still picking up some _ busi- 
ness in third session for oke $2,800, 
after excellent $3,500 for second 
week. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—This Above All’ (20th). 
First time in long while that this 
house has run a single pic with short 
subjects. May be the beginning of 
a trend away from double features. 
Single feature will pull good $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Lady in Jam’ (U) and 
‘Escape Hong Kong’ (U), so-so $7,000 


|‘The Spoilers’ (U). 


‘Flew Alone’ Fair $6,000 In 
Sad Mont’l; ‘Flyer’ Ditto 
Montreal, July 21. 
Hottest weekend of year dented 
business to some extent. 


Estimates for This Week 


Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘They Flew Alone’ (RKO). This 
should bring in fair summer gross of 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Charley’s Aunt’ 
(20th), goo. enough $6,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) and ‘Blonde 
Singapore’ (Col). Nice $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Broadway’ (U) and ‘You're 
Telling Me’ (U) (2d wk), oke $5,500. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
‘Mister V’ (UA) (2d wk). Fading to 
$5,000 after very nice $8,000 last 


week. 

Princess (CT) 2,300; 30-40-53)— 
‘Marie Roget’ (U) and ‘Private 
Buckaroo’ (U). Middling $4.000 


ahead, Last week, ‘Yanks Trinidad’ 
(Col) and ‘Sweetheart Fleet’ (Col), 
mild $4,500. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘This England’ (Esq). Pacing fair 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Miss Annie 
Rooney’ (UA) and ‘Fiesta’ (UA). Be- 
low hopes at $3,000. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 30- 
40)—‘Secret de la Mer Rouge’ and 
‘Le Neuf de Trefle.’ In line for weak 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Yoshiwara’ and 
‘La Route Heureuse,’ feeble $2,400. 





‘Sweater Girl’-Krupa 
$19,000, Balto Topper; 
‘Crossroads’ Fine 156 


Baltimore, July 21. 

Biz holding up here in spite of tor- 
rid temperatures and oversupply of 
holdover product. ‘Sweater Girl’ is 
getting terrific support from Gene 
Krupa band on the stage at the 
combo Hipp. Will do rousing $19,- 
000. ‘Crossroads’ is also attracting 
solid response to Loew’s Century. 
Rest of town, mostly h.o., is steady. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 
28-44-55)—Crossroads’ (M-G). 
Nicely spotted in town of h.o.s for 
extra good $15,000 and a better than 
even chance for a second sesh. Last 
week, ‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G), steady 
$10,400. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-38-44-55-66)—‘Sweater Girl’ 
(Par) nicely tied to Gene Krupa and 
orch on stage. Biggest returns in 
weeks, rousing $19,000. Last week, 
‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) plus Russ 
Morgan’s orch, held up nicely to 
$15,800. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
33-40-55-65)—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) 
(4th wk). Getting some action to 
bring the only four-week run in this 
house in months to potent grand 
total of $52,200 for run. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-40)—‘Old 
California’ (Rep). Getting some 
trade to possible $2,500. Last week, 
‘True to Army’ (Rep), wound up 
two-week stay at okay $6,400. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 17-28-35- 
44)—‘This Above All’ (20th) (2d 
wk). Holding strongly to solid $8,- 
000 after terrific opening round at 
$12,700. 

Stanley (WB) (3,286; 17-28-40-55) 
—Favorite Blonde’ (Par) (2d wk). 
All right at indicated $9,500 after 
highly pleasing $14,400 initial sesh. 

Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,450; 17- 
28-44-55) — ‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) 
(moveover). Better than average at 
$3,500 after the same reaction in pre- 
vious week in downstairs Century. 
Last week, similar handling of “Tar- 
zan’s Adventure’ (M-G), mild $2,400. 


ONLY ‘YORK,’ $17,000, 
GOOD IN HOT BKLYN 


Brooklyn, July 21. 
City of Churches was blitzed by 
the weekend heatwave. Only house 
reporting biz was Fabian Fox, play- 
ing ‘Sgt. York’ and ‘I Was Framed.’ 
Estimates for This Week 




















Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50- 
55)—‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th) and | 
Fairish $14,000. | 
Last week, ‘Broadway’ (U) and ‘Hap- | 


pened in Flatbush’ (20th), swell | 

$20,000. } 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-40-50-55)— | 

| ‘York’ (WB) and ‘Was Framed’ | 
(WB). Good $17,000. Last week, 


‘Juke Girl’ (WB) and ‘Old California’ 
(Rep) (2d wk), okay $15,000. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 30-40-50-55)— 
‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Vanishing 
Virginian’ (M-G) (2d wk). Fair 
$14,000. Last week, splendid $20,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 30-40- 
50-55) — ‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) and 
‘Sleepy Time Gal’ (Rep) (2d wk). 
Uneventful $11,000. Last week, dull 
$13,000. 


‘Reap’ Cleaning Up In 
Jersey C., High $18,000 


Jersey City, July 21. 
‘Reap the Wild Wind,’ at the Stan- 








and moveover. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 
15-30-40)—‘W hispering Ghosts’ 
(20th) and ‘Through Different Eyes’ 
(20th). Medium $3,000. Last week, 
(RKO) and ‘Spitfire 
fine $4,000. 





ley, is reaping most of the coin. Heat 





|wave isn’t doing the grosses any 

| good. 

Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (Loew’s) (3.205; 30-35-40- 


55-60)—‘Ship’ Ahoy’ ‘41-G) and ‘Kid | 
|Glove Killer’ (Col) (2d wk), Lean-! 


‘Gun for Hire'-Benny Goodman Sock 
$38,000, Hub: Lover’ 356 in 2 Spots 





vw 


ing toward pleasing $13,500, after 
nifty .$18,000 in initial sesh. 

Stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-60-70) 
—Reap Wild Wind’ (Par). Sturdy 
$18,000 and figures to hold for an- 
other week. Last week, ‘Beyond 
Blue Horizon’ (Par) and ‘Private 
Buckaroo’ (U), satisfactory $15,000. 

State (Skouras) (2,200; 30-35-55- 
60-75) —‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th) 
and ‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col). Point- 
ing to $12,000, average. Last week, 
‘Happened in Flatbush’ (20th) and 
‘United We Stand’ (20th), finished 
with dull $11,000. 


LADY’ $12,000, 
DENVER FLASH 


Denver, July 21. 

‘Great Man’s Lady’ in initial week 
at the Denham and ‘Mrs. Miniver’ 
on second session at the Orpheum 
are tied for top money currently. 
Former stays for a second week 
while ‘Miniver’ holds for a _ third. 
‘Gentlemen of West Point’ is strong 
at the Denver. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 40-60-70j)— 
‘This Our Life’ (WB), after week at 
the Denver. Good $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Kissed Bride’ (Col) and 
‘Happened in Flatbush’ (20th). after 
Denver week, $4,500. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 30-35-40- 
50)—‘Gone With Wind’-“(M-G). Nice 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M- 
G) and ‘Fingers at Window’ (M-G), 
after two weeks at Orpheum, fair 
$2,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 30-40- 
50-60)—‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par). 
Big $12,000 and holding over. Last 
week, ‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par), fine 
$9,000 for fifth week. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 30-40-50-60) 
—Gentlemen From Point’ (20th) 
and ‘Meet Stewarts’ (Col). Strong 
$10.000. Last week, ‘This Dur Life’ 
(WB) and ‘Born to Sing’ (M-G), 


good $10,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 30-35-40- 
50-60)—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Extra fine $12,000, and likely 
will stay a third stanza. Last week, 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G), easily topped 
the town in its first week at strong 
$15,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 30-45)— 
‘Friendly Enemies’ (UA) and ‘Bullet 
Sears’ (WB). Good $5,500. Last 
week, ‘Annie Rooney’ (UA) and ‘Re- 
member Pearl Harbor’ (Rep), trim 
$6,000. 











‘Miniver’ Smasheroo 
$21,000, Prov.; ‘Big Shot’ 
Sturdy 15, ‘Gun’ 936 


Providence, July 21. 
‘Mrs. Miniver,’ at Loew’s State, is 
playing one of the biggest weeks ever 
seen hereabouts. Considering time 
of year and summer heat, its colossal, 
with standing room practically 
throughout day. Other stands are 

also playing way over their heads. 
‘Big Shot,’ at Majestic, and “This 
Gun for Hire,’ at Strand, are also 
burning up the road. Heavy biz on 
reissues of ‘Gunga Din’ and ‘King 
Kong,’ at RKO Albee, prompted a 
second week, and combo still is good. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) and ‘King Kong’ 





(RKO) (reissues) (2d wk) Pulling 
nice $6,800 after zowie $11,000 in first 
| week 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,300; 28-39- 


50)—‘Moontide’ (20th) and ‘Postman 
Did Not Ring’ (20th) (2d run). Neat 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Sgt. York’ (WB) 


and ‘Lady Gangster’ (WB) (2d run), 
strong $3,500. 

Fay’s (Indie) (1,400; 28-39-50)— 
‘Drums of Congo’ (U) and vaude. 


Also receiving a hefty lift for strong 
$7@00. Last week, ‘Different Eyes’ 
(20th) and vaude, good $6,500. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Big Shot’ (WB) and ‘This Was Paris’ 
(WB). Pacing to swell $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Moontide’ (20th) and ‘Postman 
Did Not Ring’ (20th), nifty $15,000. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 35-40-55)— 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G). Slight boost 
in price not hurting one bit in this 
spot’s race for one of biggest grosses 
in years. Present pace should carry 
to a record-breaking $21,000. Last 
week ‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) and ‘Pa- 


cific Rendezvous’ (M-G), good 
$12,700. 
Strand (Indie) (2,000 28-39-50)— 


‘Gun for Hire’ (Par) and ‘Sweetheart 
Fieet’ (Col). Town is crowded night- 
ly and Strand is gees its share 
with a robust $9,500. ast week, 
‘Take Letter’ (Par) and ‘Old Califor- 
nia’ (Rep) (2d wk), good $6,000. 


- 


Boston, July 21. 

Benny Goodman and his orchestra 
tied up with ‘Gun for Hire’ moved 
into the Met with increased prices, 
racking up hefty score. Despite 
such opposish, ‘Cardboard Lover’ at 
two spots pulled substantially, and 
‘Eagle Squadron,’ in its second week 
at Memorial, rode along comfortably. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 30-44-55-60) 
—Lady in Jam’ (U) and ‘Man 
Wouidn’t Die’ (Fox). Doing a fair 
biz, headed for $12,500. Last week, 
‘Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Night Divorce’ 
(20th), hit $14,000, good for hold- 
over. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 30-44-60)— 
‘Bit Shot’ (WB) and ‘This Time 
Keeps’ (M-G). Staunch $12,000. 
Last week, ‘Moontide’ (20th) and 
‘Mad Martindales’ (20th), meagre 
$5,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 30- 
44-55-60 )—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) and 
‘You're Telling Me’ (U) (2d wk). 
Doing a healthy $19,000 in second 
stanza. Last week, same bill hit 
$27,000, great. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 40-55- 
75)—Benny Goodman on stage and 
‘Gun for Hire’ (Par), Touching 
$38,000, socko. Last week, ‘Juke 
Girl’ (WB) and ‘Was Framed’ (WB), 
$20,000, so-so. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 30-40-50- 
60)—‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) and 
‘Maisie’ (M-G. Aiming for $20,000, 
hefty. Last week, ‘Kissed Bride 
(Col) and ‘Desperate Ellery Queen’ 
(Col), $18,300, lukewarm. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 30-44. 
60)—‘Big Shot’ (WB) and ‘Time for 
Keeps’ (M-G). Pleasing $12,000. 
Last week, ‘Moontide’ (20th) and 
‘Mad Martindales’ (20th), $9,500, 
lean. ° 

State (Loew) (3,660; 30-40-50-60) 
—Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) and 
‘Maizie’ (M-G). Around $15,000, sat- 
isfactory. Last week, ‘Kissed Bride’ 


(Col) and ‘Ellery Queen’ (Col), 
$14,160, medium. 
Translux (Translux) (900; 17-28- 


44-55 )—‘Death Cell’ (Mono) and ‘Dr. 
Cyclops’ (Par). Sauntering toward 
$2,800, slow. Last week, ‘Meet Mob’ 
(Mono) and ‘Flight Command’ (M- 
G), thin $2,500. 


Ennis- Spitfire’ Oke 
$14,000, Best in Indols, 


Indianapolis, July 21. 

Band shows continued to lead the 
field in Indianapolis as Skinnay 
Ennis followed Kay Kyser’s recorde 
breaking week on Circle stage with 
$14,000, quite a comedown, but still 
good for town. Business was aver- 
age or better at most downtown 
houses in spite of sultry weekend 
and late Sunday afternoon down- 
pour. 








Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) 2,600: 30-40-55) 
—Spitfire Sees Ghost’ (RKO) with 
Skinnay Ennis band show on stage. 
Smooth music with good acts for a 
healthy $14,000 following record- 
breaking $34,000 set up by Kay 
Kyser with ‘Man Who Wouldn’t Die’ 
(20th) last week. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,200: 28-33- 
44)—"Take Letter’ (Par) and ‘Night 
in New Orleans’ (Par). Set for aver- 
age $8,300. Last week, ‘Gun for Hire’ 
(Par) and ‘Butch Minds Baby’ (U) 
took $5,100 in five days, cut short to 


shift from Friday to Wednesday 
opening. 

Keith’s (Ind.) (1,200; 28-44)— 
‘American Coed’ (UA) with ‘Hit 


Parade’ on stage. Vaudeville main 
draw for so-so $3,600 in four days. 
Last week, $3,906 with ‘Lady Gang- 
ster’ (WB) and ‘Americana’ on stage. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2.450; 28-33-44) 
—All Kissed Bride’ (Col) and ‘Des- 


perate Ellery Queen’ (Col). Pros- 
pective $7,400, over par. Last week, 
‘Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure’ (M-G) 
and “Yanks Trinidad’ (Col), strong 
$9,300. 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,850; 28-33- 


44)—‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) and ‘King 
Kong’: (RKO) (reissues). $5,000 in 
five days week cut short to change 
from Friday to Wednesday opening. 
Last week, $4,000 with ‘Old Cali- 
fornia’ (Rep) and ‘Remember Pearl 
Harbor’ (Rep). 


LINCOLN 


(Continued from page 11) 


Wouldn’t Die’ (20th) and ‘Nazi 
Agent’ (M-G). Not so hot, $1,000. 
State (Noble-Federer) (986; 10-25- 
30). ‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep) and ‘Mur- 
der: Big House’ (WB). Average 
$1,100. Last week, ‘Real Glory’ 
(UA) and ‘Flying Music’ (UA), 
$1,300. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,859; 
10-30-44), ‘Lady in Jam’ (U). Bete 
ter than fair, $3,500. Last week, 
‘Tarzan’s Adventure’ (M-G), coasted 
off to $3,200. 

Varsity (N-F) (1,100; 10-30-44). 
‘Yanks Trinidad’ (Col). Pretty good 








$2,700. Last week, ‘Favorite Spy’ 
(RKO), fair $2,500. 
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N.Y.C. Nabes Continue to Suffer; 
Gotham Wants More War Industries; 


Fair Site for 


With New York City’s unem- 
ployed total expected to top 500,000 
by the end of 1942, various ways and 
means for getting the country’s 
largest city additional war indus- 
tries were advanced last week, as 
neighborhood theatres generally in 
the metropolitan area complained of 
the sour business. Proposal of Rep- 
resentative Emanuel Celler, Demo- 
crat from N. Y. state, to build a 
large aluminum plant on the ol 
World’s Fair site at Flushing, L. L., 
meadows attracted principal interest. 

Celler stated that a giant plant 
could be erected on the Fair site 
in probably 8 to 10 months, with 
N. Y. City rated as having ample 
supplies of power and labor to ope- 
rate and a surplus of housing to 
handie workers. He made the sug- 
gestion in a joint letter to Under- 
secretary of Navy Forrestal, Under- 
secretary of War Patterson, Chair- 
man McNutt of the War Manpower 
Commission and Chairman Donald 
Nelson of the WPB. Celler’s idea is 
that there might be a shortage of 
aluminum requiring new aluminum 
plants. He stressed that future 
power shortage would not apply to 
N.Y. since the city ‘will have a sur- 
plus of power’ and present facilities 
can be greatly expanded. Cellar also 
cited that the World’s Fair site is 
near the city’s, power plants, requir- 
ing no need to use critical materials 
in construction along transmission 
lines. 

Feeling in N. Y. business circles 
is that now that one proposal for a 
plent has been made, with the 
power situation pointed up, addi- 
tional ones will be brought to the 
attention of Washington officials in 
the near future. 


: LaGuardia’s Bid 


Mayor F. H. LaGuardia, who was 
in Washington last week in an at- 
tempt to remedy the city’s unem- 
ployment problem, said some prog- 
ress was made, but that solution of 
the problem still was not at hand. 
He talked with McNutt, who later 
predicted that N. Y. City’s unem- 
ployment, now estimated at 400,000, 
would hit half a million by the end 
of this year. 

Exhibitors in the N. Y. metropoli- 
tan neighborhood area nearly a year 
ago foresaw the development of the 
unemployment situation and urged 
effort during the summer of 1941 to 
get additional lease-lend and defense 
manufacture orders. Now they are 
beginning to feel the real brunt of 
this dearth of war orders, with some 
exhibs estimating that business is off 
as much as 30% compared with 1940 
summer months. 

Just how New York City has suf- 
fered from failure to get a reason- 
able amount of war manufacturing 
business (while other lines of man- 
ufacture have been curtailed by 
priorities) is shown in WPB figures. 
These show N. Y. received less than 
$1.356,200,000 in war contracts from 
June, 1940 to April this year. In 
contrast, Buffalo, a city less than 
one-seventh the size of N. Y. in pop- 
ulation, received $1,806,431,000 worth 
of orders. In the same _ period, 
nearby Newark received about $2.- 
357,845,000, more than a $1,000,000.- 
000 greater than N. Y. 

It is paradoxical that while N. Y. 
mabes are suffering, midtown Man- 





hattan deluxe theatres generally are | 
on the upbeat. This is attributed to | 


the unusually heavy vacation season 
influx plus visitors over the week- 
ends from nearby war industry 
cities. 


Col Scribe List at 25 


Hollywood, July 21. 
increased its 





Columbia 


writing 


Aluminum Plant? 


Eastern Pix Publicists 
Start Industry Census 


Prelim steps in the Census-of-the- 
Industry plan were teken by Glen- 
don Allvine, secretary of the Public 
Relations Committee (eastern divi- 
sion), when he was in Washington 
last week. He checked on what ma- 


terial already was available at the 
U. S. Census Bureau and also in the 
Department of Commerce. Allvine 
learned that the Census Bureau al- 
ready has certain data on hand 
which can be broken down for exatt 
use in the film business. Likely 
will take several weeks to whip into 
shape for delivery to the PRC. 

Allvine also was interested in the 
modus operandi of the census bureau 
so that he may follow in like man- 
ner in lining up the industry’s cen- 
sus, which has been approved by the 
Hays office directorate, 

Idea of the film business census is 
to have exact information on num- 
ber of employees in different 
branches, total number of theatres, 
price scales, etc. 

No steps will be taken on the mar- 
ket analysis for the industry until 
the census is out of the way. 


‘Yankees’ 40-Theatre 
Preem Got $90,000; Plan 
Favored for Upped B.0. 


Success of the experiment in pre- 
miering ‘Pride of Yankees’ in 40 
RKO and Skouras theaires at $1.10, 
corcurrently with its opening at the 
Astor, N. Y., will probably lead to 
similar stunts on outstanding pic- 
tures, particularly those which will 
be sold at advanced admissions. 

E. L. Alperson, in charge of RKO 
theatre operations, believes that the 
one-shot plan, as carried out on 
‘Yankee,’ is an ideal way of open- 
ing a picture. In addition to taking 
the sting out of the upped admis- 
sions when pictures are sold that 
way, Alperson points to the im- 
portance of word-of-mouth result- 
ing from a mass premiere. 

‘Yankees,’ which started a 55c- 
$1.10 consecutive run at the Astor 
Thursday morning (16), sold out the 
night before at the $1.10 clip in all 
of 40 RKO-Skouras theatres except- 
ing a few located in colored neigh- 
borhoods. Only four Skouras houses 
were included, balance being of the 
RKO chain in the Greater New 
York area. Gross done on the one 
night was around $90,000. 





+ 











Coast’s Five-Ply Preem 
Hollywood, July 21. 

Second picture to get a five-theatre 
splash opening in Fox-West Coast 
deluxers here is 20th’s ‘Tales of Man- 
hattan.’ 

Metro’s ‘Miniver’ gets a quintuple 
break Thursday (23). 


EAGLE’ PROMPTS U 











Strong boxoffice results achieved 
,already on ‘Eagle Squadron’ has 
}about convinced Universal of what 


; 
;|can be accomplished via an elabo- | 


rs’ * publicity-exploitation-ad cam- 
|paign. U lined up a staff of special 
| exploiteers and spent much coin in 
| selling ‘Squadron’ to the public, with 
the company now entirely satisgfed 
it was the finest job put out oe 
far by Universal on a feature lack- 


staff with the addition of eight | jing outstanding names. 


scribes, raising the roster to 25. 


Newcomers are Alfred Neumann, being maintained by 


The extra force of exploiteers is 
Universal 


Paul Elbogen, Detleff Sierck, Paul | through all key city engagements. 


Frank, Joseph Than, Heinz Herald, 


| The working campaigns in the first 


Adele Commandini and Paul Schil-| seven test key-city playdates is be- 


ler. 





Bataan Popular Subject 
Hollywood, July 21. 

“Texas to Bataan,’ first of 
series of Range Busters with 


| ing used as a model for future en- 
| gagements. 

Impetus achieved by ‘Squadron’ in 
initial dates already is prompting 
the company to rate the production 


a newias the biggest grosser it has had 
war) under the present management. That 


angles, rolled today (Tues.) at Mono-| apparently is the clincher in con- 


gram. | vincing U that similar extra effort 

Robert Tansey is director andj will prove profitable on other basic- 
George Weeks producer of the/ally strong pictures not boasting 
series, star names. 


Don Geddes’ Jukebox 
Bally for Ann Sheridan 


Seattle, July 21. 

‘What do you want for a nickel?’ 

That's the catchline on 300 placards 
placed at as many jukeboxes about 
the burg. Likewise, there is a color- 
ful juke in the Orpheum tkeatre 
foyer, doing its stuff, putting out 
tune after tune, sans the nickel in- 
sertions. 

Don Geddes, mgr. of Orpheum 
(Hamrick-Evergreen), thought out 
the idea to attract attention to ‘Juke 
Girl’ (WB), currently at this house. 
The placards carry picture of Ann 
Sheridan, ‘nickel-a-dance darling, 
and of Donald Reagan, for ‘lulu of a 
love team.’ 


SEXY FILM ADS 
GET CHURCH 
FROWN 


_ Detroit, July 21. 

While not charging the films them- 
selves with violations of the moral 
code, the Catholic Arch-Diocesian 
paper here, ‘The Michigan Catholic,’ 
has leveled its guns at the exploit- 
ation used by the film companies, and 
particularly the local exhibitors. 
It is charged that some theatres in 
Michigan have spiced up their ad- 
vertising, sélecting the more un- 
savory portions of pix to emphasize 
and ballyhooing with’ material 
which not only gives a false idea of 
the picture but will eventually work 
to their own detriment in reaching 
a saturation point on sex which will 
frustrate the ends of advertising. 

A campaign is being whipped up 
among the Catholics, who form close 
to a majority of the urban popula- 
tion in this area, to protest against 
the sexy form of advertising the 
theatres are using, to the newspaper 
publishers. 

Charge was made by the Michigan 
Catholic, which _ circulates in all 
parisges here, that advertising of 
many motion pictures ‘has been on 
the downgrade until it has become 
offensive to decent-minded people.’ 
It suggested that the remedy was 
in the hands of the newspaper and 
magazine readers with the solution 
simple since it was believed a mass 
protest would result in a rejection of 
this form of advertising by the pub- 
lishers. Point also was made that 
this constituted unfair advertising 
which in other fields had been con- 
trolled by Federal legislation. 


PAR’S SWING-SHIFT 
BALLY FOR NEW FILM 


Under a hookup with WJZ, with 
plugs being obtained for ‘Priorities 
on Parade.” current at the Para- 
mount. N. Y., the theatre late Fri- 
dav night (24) will put on what it 
calls a night-owl, WJZ-Paramount, 
swing-shift show for defense work- 
ers 

Employees from 20 different plants 
in the Greater N. Y. area will be 
admitted free to the show, which 
will go on at 1:30 a.m. and be for 

















ON SPECIAL BALLY 


the exclusive entertainment of the 
cefense workers. 

In addition to a showing of ‘Pri- 
orities.” the Vincent Lopez band and 
the WJZ package show, which has 
| been touring defense plants, will be 
put on, 


Pastel Seven WB Shorts 


Hollywood, July 21. 

Warners designated seven of its 
1942-43 shorts for Technicolor pro- 
duction, with Gordon Hollingshead 
supervising. 

Tinters are ‘Saddle Horses,’ ‘Ameri- 
ca’s Women’s Army,’ ‘Army Engi- 
neers,’ ‘Paratroops,’ ‘A Ship Is Born,’ 
‘America’s Battle of Beauty’ and ‘A 
Man’s Best Friend.’ 


June’s Extras Did OK 


Hollywood, July 21. 

Extras’ earnings in June topped 
the same month last year by over 
$100,000. Average daily wage for 
23,400 job placements reached $12.25 
with calls in $10.50 bracket strongly 
predominant. 

Studio payoff for 
cleared $286,500. 








atmospherics 








6 Philly Exchanges Forced to Move 
By Street Widening; Other Briefs 





Philadelphia, July 21. 

Six exchanges, two of them majors, 
are franticaNy looking for new quar- 
ters following the ukase last week 
by the State Department of High- 
ways that the south side of Vine 
street, where they are located, will 
be torn down to widen the approach 
to the Delaware River bridge. The 
move, talked about for the past dec- 
ade, was expected to be held over 
until the end of the war, but the 
Highway Department ordered work 
to start within 90 days. 

The two majors affected by the 
order are United Artists and Colum- 
bia. The latter is ensconced in a 
building which only a couple of 
years ago was completely modern- 
ized. Both exchanges have several 
sites in mind for their new head- 
quarters. 

Other exchanges seeking new 
quarters are Republic, Capito] and 
the indie offices headed by John 
Golder and John Schaeffer. 





Yergin Upped 

Irving Yergin has been promoted 
to post of advertising-publicity field 
representative in the Chicago terri- 
tory by Warners to succeed Monroe 
Rubinger, whose assistant he had 
been. Rubinger reports for duty 
this week in the Army’s Signal 
Corps radio school. 


a 


WB Canadian Cony. Aug. 24-25 


The Warner regional sales meeting 
to cover all of Canada will be held 
Aug. 24-25 in Montreal, with Ben 
Kalmenson, WB’s general sales man- 
ager, presiding. Wolfe Cehen, who 
will attend all sessions, is head of 
Warner sales in the Dominion. Home- 
office execs attending will include 
Joe Bernhard, Roy Haines, Arthur 
Sachson, A. W. Schwalberg, Mort 
Blumenstock, Norman H. Moray, 
Sam Schneider and Howard Levin- 
son, last-mentioned of the Warner 
legal staff. 

; All branch managers and salesmen 
in Canada will be brought to Mont- 
real for the meeting. 


Dollinger Reelected 
’ Newark, July 21. 

Irving Dollinger reelected presi- 
dent of Associated Theatres of New 
Jersey. H. H. Lowenstein, president 
of the board: other officers, Jack Un- 
ger, v.p.; Sidney Seligman, treasurer 
and David Mate, secretary. 

Dollinger was also reelected buyer 
for the group for the 1942-43 season, 
with Unger and Joseph Siccardi to 
serve in an advisory capacity. 





F&M Relights Ambassador, St. L. 

St. Louis, July 21. 
Fanchon & Marco, that operates 
the Ambassador, 3,000-seat downtown 
deluxer, for the St. Louis Amusement 
Co. under contract, will relight this 
house July 30 after being dark since 
May 13. At the time of the shutter- 
ing the management announced that 
lack of ‘A’ screen product made the 
operation of the house unprofitable, 
and it was decided to close until bet- 
ter celluloid was available. Whether 
Harry Crawford, who managed the 
house until a short time before the 
closing, will be brought back to the 
downtown district has not been an- 
nounced. Crawford has been man- 
aging the 3.570-seater Fox. in mid- 
town, and was in charge of this house 
when F&M inaugurated a policy of 
once-a-week all-night shows for 

workers in national defense plants. 
Since F&M put on these shows half 
a dozen houses. some in the down- 


town district, have followed suit. 
Eavle Souadron’ will be the ‘A’ 
flicker when the Ambassador re- 
opens. 


Mike Cullen Pinchhitting 
Kansas City, Julv 21. 
Mike Cullen. Loew’s divisional 
manager. snent last week in Kansas 
City at the Midland theatre handline 


managerial tasks in the absence of 
John McManus. resident manager. 
now vacationing with his wife and 


three danghters in California. Cullen 
left last Saturdav for a swing around 
his division, and returns here again 
in August, meanwhile trving to iron 
out the vacancies in his house forces 
caused bv drafts and ‘enlistments. 
Tom Delbridge. formerly assistant 
here. came in from the Penn. Pitts- 
burgh, to handle the house until Mc- 
Moenniic returns. 

Wally Heim brought {fn from 
Loew’s. St. T.ouis, as assistant man- 
ager at Midland. renlacine Martin 
Maher. who goes to St. Louis as as- 
sistant at Loew's. Joe Halloran. for- 
mer assistant here, left a position as 
assistant at Loew’s. Dayton, to enlist 
in the dir corps there. 

Staff of the Newman. Paramount- 
owned, here has likewise had an ex- 
tensive turnover in nersonnel, John 
Eiffert and Harold Graves. assistant 
Manager and treasurer. both left re- 
cently to take un officer's training 
eourses at Fort Leavenworth. Kan. 
This caused manager Jerry Zigmond 
to be the first to emvloy a woman in 
an executive capacity here. He has 


given position held by Graves to 
Gladys Green, who formerly pitched 
in on publicity at times for the New- 
man. New assistant manager at the 
Newman is Francis Tripler, new- 
comer to theatre business. 





Don Woods Upped 


Don Woods, formerly assistant 
manager of the Warner exchange in 
Chicago, upped as head of the Mil- 
waukee branch. He fills the vacancy 
caused by the recent death of Robert 
T. Smith, 





Bob Cluster Rebuilding 


Salem, IIl., July 21. 

Bob Cluster is rebuilding his 
Salem, Salem, Il, recently damaged 
by fire. The priority on steel being 
solved by straightening steel beams 
that were twisted out of shape by 
the intense heat. 

Frankie Townsend has opened his 
Newport Airdome, Newport, II1., for 
summer. 

A. D. Magarian, East St. Louis, II. 
has retagged his Home to the Gaty, 
and house has relighted after exten- 
sive facelifting. 

The Elmo, 250-seater, St. Elmo, Ill, 
sold by Paul Brands to Tel Dixon, 
who operates theatres in Crystal City 
and St. Clair, Mo. Jokn Dixon, a 
brother, former manager of the Ritz, 
Springfield, Ill., for Frisina Circuit, 
will manage the Elmo. 


Manages His Mom’s Cinema 
Pittsburgh, July 21. 

Robert Keaser, son of Mrs, J. K. 
Keaser, made manager of his moth- 
er’s theatre, the Palace in Charleroi, 
replacing Robert Higgins. Latter, 
who previously managed house in 
Washington, Pa., has gone to Beaver 
Falls as assistant to Sam Hanauer, 
operator of two theatres there, the 
Rialto and State. 

Frank Melynchek is Bill Zeilor’s 
new assistant at the J. P. Harris 
theatre, replacing C. C. Loder, who 
enlisted last week in Navy. Melyn- 
chek was formerly with Harris cir- 
cuit, having left that outfit some time 
ago to become manager of indie- 
owned Colonial on Southside. His 
last post with Harrises was assistant 
of the downtown Newsreel. 

Jack Judd, loeal theatre poster 
distributor, named president of In- 
dependent Poster Exchanges of 
America. His election took place at 
group’s recent convention in Phila- 
delphia. 

O. J. Macris transferred his Eldred 
(Pa.) theatre to W. E. Anderson, Mt. 
Jewett exhibitor. The new operator 
took over last week. 





Carl Mahne Upped 
Seattle, July 21. 

Among recent personnel changes 
in Evergreen circuit is promotion of 
Carl Mahne, former mgr. of Egyp- 
tian, to assistant to v.p. Al Rosen- 
berg. Don Beckman moves to mer. 
spot at Egyptian, class suburban 
house in the University district. 

Jack Rosenberg, booker for Ever- 
green State Amusement, resigned 
and enlisted in the Coast Guard as 
boatswain. 

Fred Nilsen, for 12 years with Na- 
tional Screen Service and Western 
Poster, new assist. mgr. to Don 
Geddes at Orpheum. He succeeds Ed 
Hamrick, transferred to Music Box 
managership. 


Menches’ Partnership 
Akron, O., July 21. 
The Liberty, 800-seater, sold to the 
newly-formed Liberty-Akron Co. of 
Cleveland, announced Robert Men- 
ches, manager of the house and pres- 





ident of the Liberty Operating Co., 
which has controlled the theatre 
isince it was built. New company 
|also took a 25-year lease on the Lib- 
jerty building, in addition to purchas- 
jing the business of the_ theatre. 
Menches will continue as manager 
for the newly-formed company, 
which is understood to include sev- 
eral Cleveland men already inter- 
ested in theatre operations. 





Boyd Facelifting 
Bethlehem, Pa., July 21. 
A. R. Boyd, of Philadelphia, 

owner of the Boyd, Bethlehem, Pa.. 
awarded contract for rebuilding of 
the house to Earl W. Eckert, Bethle- 
hem contractor. The cost, including 
additions to two stores in the build- 
ing, will be approximately $85,000. 
Paul R. Henon, Philadelphia, is the 
architect. 





M-G Expands Cartoonery 


Hollywood, July 21. 


Metro enlarged its cartoon depart- 
ment with the establishment of & 
new unit headed by George Gordon. 
Assigned as assistants are Webb 
Smith and Otto Englander, formerly 
with Walt Disney. 

First subject for the new unit. cur- 





rently in preparation, is ‘Stork Takes 
a Holiday.’ 























ve 














— 

















Wednesday, July 22, 1942 VARIETY 





WEST COAST! 


and temptresses. 


‘They went batty 


about Panama Hattie!” 


“East is East and West is West 
But both say Panama Hattie’s best!” 










Alexandria Theatre at 
Glendale yelled “Uncle” when 
boisterous Preview audience 
laughed so hard it seemed like a 
California earthquake. Sure-fire — 
musical whirlwind with Red 
Skelton in top form, Ann 
Sothern brilliant and a 
screenful of talent, tunes 
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A Metro-GOLDMINE-Mayer Wow! 








EAST COAST! 


Preview at Loew’s New Rochelle 
confirms West Coast predictions 
that “Panama Hattie” is the most 
uproarious musical showinyears. 
Audience literally shrieked with 
laughter at Red Skelton and his 
comic pals. Ann Sothern is a 
real musical comedy star in 
a sensational filming of the 
long-run Broadway stage hit! 
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British Exhibs Put 


Up Strenuous 


Beef Against Quota Law Loopholes 


London, July 7. 
British quota law chaos looms 
again, but this time the squawks are 


coming from exhibitors rather than 
distributors or producers, Internal 
rumblings came to a head at the 
July sessions of the Cinematograph 
Exhibitors Assn., when demands for 
action by the association were in- 
sistent. Dissatisfaction also is grow- 
ing over the operations of the Films 
Council, set up by the Board of 
Trade to advise on film matters, in- 
cluding a sub-committee which de- 
cides which exhibitors and distribu- 
tors default on fulfilling their quota 
requirements. 

Main grievance of exhibitors is 
over the secrecy surrounding the 
operations of the Film Council, and 
also what it terms partiality in pros- 
ecuting certain exhibs and not others 
fof defaulting on quota requirements 
—and also the soft-soap methods of 
handling distributors on quota de- 
faults. The exhibs charge that only 
one major distributor will fill quota 
needs, General Film Distributors 
(Universal). They charge that 20th- 
Fox will show up with only two 
quota ‘features. Paramount the same, 
Warner's four and British Lion (Re- 
public) also four. They credit Metro 
with having only one quota feature 
on the current year’s list. 

Big problem confronting British 
exhibitors is that there are too few 
worthwhile quota pictures available. 
At least 100 British features are 
needed if exhibs comply with quota 
requirements. yet this year will see 
only about 40 available. Result is 
that there may be nearly 3,000 ex- 
hibitors who default on quota re- 
quirements this year as compared 
with only 1,200 last year. 

Situation is such that exhibitors 
are about convinced that it is 
cheaper to be fined for defaulting on 


quota than show losses at the box- | 


office by running dated quota films, 
or those with little or no b.c: appeal. 
Big urge just now is to modify the 
exhib quota requirements, just as 
the distributors have urged, or to 
suspend operation of the quota law 
until after the war. Also there is 
rising complaint by exhibs against the 


quota law for distributors, which al- 


lows them to make fewer features 


in England proyjding these represent | 


more costly outlay per feature. They 
cite General Films as an example, 
since it made two triple-quota credit 
and seven double quota credit fea- 
tures. This, they aver, deprives 
them of nine features had the com- 
pany been required to make single- 
credit pictures. 





Rothacker Committee 
Expediting U. S. Films 


Through Customs Okay 


Operation of the three-man com- 
headed by Watterson R. 
Rothacker to speed film productions 
the 
satisfactorily 
despite early anxiety over the pos- 
sibility of too much Government in- 
terference. Group was set up under 
guidance of Carl Milliken, Hays 
office foreign chief, when he was on 


the we Current London Shows 


tioning of this committee was predi- 
One was that 


did not want 
in London, 


mittee 


through 
Coast is 


the U.S. Customs on 
working out 


the 


the Coast last month. 
Fai 


lier uneasiness over 
cated on two factors. 
the average producer 
any enc: iment by outsiders 
actual studio operations. 


; 
0aci 
pect of being 


Customs. 


Enemy Act, 
tion both of imports and exports. 


Producers naturally were anxious 
to have their completed features zo 
through Customs for export to the 
with the minimum 
amount of 
But at the same time they 
were apprehensive lest the pre-pro- 
inspection of scripts before 
final cutting 
stage developed into constant med- 


foreign market 
of trimming 
delay. 


and least 


duction 


the firm reached the 


dling into studio operations. 


The committee in the East, which 
will pass on feature imports largely, 
also will cooperate to prevent delay 
through the 
ories, 


newsreels 
the foreign 


in . getting 


Customs for territ 


The other 
was producer anxiety over the pros- 
confronted by costly 
cuts after a picture had been entire- 
ly completed in order to get through 
The Customs inspection is 
now : pre-requisite under the opera- 
tion of the 1917 Trading-With-the- 
which requires inspec- 





Milder in WB Huddles On 


Max Milder, Warner Bros. manag- 
ing director in Great Britain, went 
to the Coast last weekend to huddle 
with Harry M. Warner and Lt. Col. 
Jack L. Warner theatre, 
production and distribution problems 
in Britain. He plans returning to 
N. Y. in about 10 days. 


Although he has been in the U. S. 
less than three weeks, coming over 
for a vacation with his family, Mil- 
der plans returning to London be- 
fore the end of July. 


Getting Films To 
Latin- Americas 


regarding 





Problem of getting prints to the 
foreign market in time to meet sched- 
uled release dates will be the main 
topic to come before the bi-monthly 
huddle of foreign sales chiefs at the 
Hays (Thursday ). 
Right problem is 


pressing Latin-American 


tomorrow 
this 
for the 
because of slow 
taken 


office 
now most 
devi- 
from 


market boats, 
ous routes 
sinkings. 
Only other alternative 
the usual supply 


and dange1 


to shipping 
of positive prints | 


| by plane and then print up the nec- 
essary positives in Argentina or 
Brazil. Several companies have 
tried this, but difficulty has been en- 
countered thus far because raw 
stock must be shipped to the Latin- 
American market. This necessitates 
| special priorities on shipments. 
While the problem is still in the dis- 
cussion stage, present indications are 








tend to such method of printing nec- 
essary footage from 
Brazil and Argentina. 


up in advance near laboratory facili- 
ties in Rio de Janeiro and Buenos | 
Aires. 

Because of the U. 
gram in the Latin 
likely that some method of insuring 
fsteady deliveries to South America 
and Central America markets will 
be devised via assistance from differ- 
bees Government bureaus. 
bookings obviously would 


S. goodwill pro- 
Americas, it is 





Delays on 
tend to 


disrupt the current popularity of 
| American product with the Latin} 
Americas, besides cutting into the 


profitable market there. 

It’s unlikely anything new will e 
reported on the New Zealand and 
Australian frozen coin situation. 
Latest info is that negotiations on 
unfreezing the presently impounded 
money are going forward, but with 


little indication of early consumma- 
tion. 








July 21. 
Adelphi, ‘Dancing Years.’ 
Aldwych, ‘Watch on Rhine’ 
Coliseum, ‘Maid of Mountains.’ 
Duchess, ‘Lifeline.’ 

Garrick, ‘Warn That Man.’ 
Globe, ‘Morning Star.’ 
Haymarket, ‘Doctor's Dilemma.’ 
His Majesty’s, ‘Big Top.’ 

Lyric, ‘Land of Smiles.’ 

New, Othello. 


Palace, ‘Full Swing.’ 

Piccadilly, ‘Macbeth.’ 

Palladium, ‘Gangway.’ 

St. James, ‘Blithe Spirit.’ 
Prince’s, D’'Oyly Carte Opera Co. 
St. Martin’s, ‘Rain.’ 

Saville, ‘Fine and Dandy.’ 


Vaudeville, 
Victoria Palace, 
Wryndham’s, 








Coast Re: Brit. Problems 


Acute Problem 


by boat is to ship a single negative | 


that more and more companies may | 


hegatives in 
To do this, a| 
supply of raw stock must be stacked | 


Savoy, ‘Man Who Came to Dinner.’ 
Strand, ‘Rebecca.’ 

‘Salt of the Earth.’ 
‘20 to 1.’ 

Quiet Weekend.’ 


Ealing Is Chartered To 
Do Business in U. S. 


Albany, July 21. 

Ealing Studios, Ltd., of London, 
has incorporated under a N. Y. State 
charter to do business in the U. S. 
and elsewhere on the North Ameri- 
can continent. 

Arthur Lee, who represents Gau- 
mont-British, is handling Ealing out- 
put, with six pictures from this stu- 
dio slated for release through United 
Artists this year. 

Capital ctock of the company is 
5,000 pounds, shares having a par 
value of one pound each. Reginald 
Paynton Baker and Michael E. Bal- 
con listed as directors. 


Aussie Exhibs Burn Up 
At Order Barring Kids 
From Picture Theatres 


Sydney, July 21. 

Action of Queenslands Acting 
| Premier George Cooper in banning 
all children from attending motion 
picture theatres, ostensibly to pro- 
tect them in the event of air raids, 
has stirred up a storm of protest. 
Entire picture industry is behind 
pressure applied to federal authori- 
ties tu have.the edict recalled. 


Ban against youngsters attending 
cinemas extends from Brisbane to 
distant Townsville. Cooper said his 
action was taken to protect juves 
from air raids, but no other state 
government has seen fit to ban kids 
from any entertainment. Majority 
of state governments favor film the- 
atres remaining open as morale 
builder. About 99% of the cinemas 
play American screen fare presently, 








with special features generally set 
aside for children matinees. 
Australian exhibitors have made 





the protection of their patrons a 


major necessity and staffs are fully 
| trained in air-raid precaution work 
| under the supervision of Govern- 
ment officials. 





| J 
‘REAP’, ON DUAL DATE 
IN B.A., BIG $12,500 


Buenos Aires, July 14. 
‘Reap the Wild Wind,’ with 
|double opening at the. Ideal 
was the best grosser of 
last week, raking in 50,000 pesos 
(approximately $12,500 U.S.). 
|best was ‘How Green Was My Val- 
|ley’ (20th) at the Ocean, which drew 
| 39,000. Other estimates, all given in 


| Argentine pesos, currently at about 
127 cents U.S., follow: 


Ambassador 








and 
| Suipacha, 


(Lautaret & Cavallo) 





(1,400; 2.50; 2.00). ‘El Piyama de 
Adam (‘Adam’s Pajamas’) ‘Lumiton 
|Arg-made) Neat 11,000 for the sec- 
ond week of this national, after 
12,000 for the opening. 

Ideal (Lococo) (970; 3.00: 2.50). 
‘Reap the Wild Wind’ (Par). Esti- 
| mated 25,000, or half the total, for} 
this double opener. Previous week, 
| L ,ouisiana Purchase’ (Par), 4,000 on 
third and last week. 

Ocean (Coll, Gatti & Cia.) (2,800; 
2.00: 1.50). ‘How Green Was My 
Valley’ (20th) (2d wk). Neat 39,000 | 
for h.o. Previous week, opener drew | 


socko 52,000. 

Rex (Cordero, Cavallo & Lautaret) 
(3,305; 2.50: 2.00). ‘Johnnie Eager’ 
| (M-G). 
idone better 
tices. 
Through’ 


of the neat no- 
week. ‘Smilin’ 
28,000. 


in view 
Previous 
(M-G), nice 

Normandie (Lococo) (1,400: 2.00; 
1.50). ‘Kings Row’ (WB). Fair 11,- 
000 on second run. Up ahead, ‘Cap- | 
tains of the Clouds’ (WB), fair 7,500 | 
on second run. 


Monumental (Coll, Gatti & Cia.)| 
(1,300; 2.00; 1.50). ‘La Mentirosa’ 
(Sono Film, Arg-made). O. K. 8,000 
for second week of second run for 
this national. Previous week. excel- 
lent 13,000 for same. 


Opera (Lococo) (2,400: 2.50; 2.00). 
‘All Through the Night’ (WB). Fair 
20,000, probably because of lack of 
marquee appeal of star. Before that, 
‘The Spoilers’ (U), o.k. 24,000. 

Suipacha (Lococo) (950; 2.00; 1.50). 
‘Reap the Wild Wind’ (Par). Good 
25,000. Previous week, ‘Corsican 
Brothers’ (UA), 9,400 for eighth and 
final week. 

Broadway (‘Lautaret & Cavailo) 
(2,863; 2.00; 1.50). ‘Elvira Fernandez’ 
(ADAP, Arg-made). O. K. 12,000 for 
first comedy from this new indie 
|producer. Up ahead, ‘Marines Are 
| Ready’ and ‘Playmates’ ‘both RKO), 
not bad 10,000 on repeat date. 





Next | 


B. A. Doesa't Know There's a War 
Going On; Coin Free and Easy 





Gould Back in U. S. 





Walter Gould, United Artists for- 
eign manager, returned to N. Y. over 


the weekend from a two-month tour 
of inspection of Central and South 
America. Most of his time was spent 
in South America. 

While he was in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, last week, Gould broadcast 
via shortwave under the auspices of 
the Brazil government. He was 
Latin-American managing director 
for U.A. before named foreign man- 
ager. 


‘Epic’ Film Slated 
For British Prod.; 


Based on Cartoon 


London, July 8. 

What is heralded as one of the 
biggest pictures ever to be made in 
England goes into production this 
week at Denham studios, 

‘Epic’ is based on Low's famous 
/newspaper cartoon, ‘Colonel Blimp,’ 
land has been written by Emeric 
'Pressburger, who more. recently} 
wrote scenarios of ‘49th Parallel’ 
(called—Invaders’ in U. SS.) and 
‘One of Our Aijrcraft Is Missing.’ | 
Director is Michael Powell, 
directed the above two, with cast 
headed by Laurence Olivier, who is 
getting special leave from the Navy; 
Anton Walbrook and Deborah Kerr. 

Although Archer Films is produc- 
ling, backers are Arthur’ Rank, 
|Charles M. Woolf's money man, and} 
'British Government. Special music 
| for film has been written by Allen 
| Gray. 
| Film is expected to cost well over 
|$1, 000,000. Tentative title is ‘Life and | 
Death of General Sugar Candy.’ 





























\Accuse se B. A. Radio| 


Continued from page 1 





station broke a week later, with the 
‘Herald’ pointing out that Radio Con- 
tinental was included on the official 
list since May 12, 1941, and that there 
was no excuse for continued rela- 
tionship between it and an English 
| station. 

Exposure, it was stated by the 
‘Herald,’ was not a belated effort to 
make capital out of something of 
|which the station's owners were 
|wholly unaware. Added that pro- 
| tests—apparently by British embassy 
| here—had not produced results. 
Excelsior, which rates as about the 
fifth largest outlet here, carries most 
| programs in Spanish for general au- 
| diences, but specializes in English 
proadcasts for the 100.000 English 
here, plus many thousands of Eng- 
| lish-speaking Argentinians. 


‘Take Steps in Vera Cruz 





| Mexico City, July 21 
| Determined to check the 


|\for the Axis submarines 
done so much damage in the Gulf, 
lauthorities of the recently created 
Gulf military zone, now the most 
limportant in Mexico, have ordered 
ithe surrender of all radio transmit- 
\ting sets in Vera Cruz state. 

This was the first official action of 
Gen. Abelardo L. Rodriguez, ex- 
President of Mexico, who is the 
commander of the zone. 

The order applies to any transmit- 
ting set in Vera Cruz, whether owned 
by a foreigner or a Mexican. It was 
issued after the arrest of two Ger- 
mans, and their radio sets were 
seized. One of the prisoners was 
identified as Gerhardt Wilhelm 
Kunze, a leader of the German- 
American Bund. He was sent to the 
border soon after his arrest by Amer- 
ican and Mexican G-men and turned 
ove: to the U. S. authorities to face 
trial for espionage. G-men said that 
the other German, nabbed along with 
Kunze, had occupied a house near 
the beach at Vera Cruz, in which 
was found firearms, code books and 
two radio sets. 





From South-Amer. Tour 


who! 


| To Gag Nazi Signals | 
Fair 23,000, but should have | 
obvious | 
use of radio as an information source | 
that have 


'? 


By RAY JOSEPHS 
Buenos Aires, July 14. 

Of all the world capitals, Buenos 
Aires is the one where show biz is 
probably less affected by war than 
any other. 

Coin is plentiful and is being spent 
at the b.o.’s, in the niteries and on 
radio as if there weren't a battle 
going on, and this town of 3.500.000, 
aside from its newspaper reading, 
seems to have less interest in the 
life-and-death struggle between the 
democracies and dictatorships than 
any large spot on the globe. 

There are no blackouts, 
body even thinks of them. There's 
no war industry, and. while export, 
which used to be the No. 1 biz of the 


and no- 


pampa country, has been cut, show 
biz observers haven't found any 
dwindling of spending habits. There 


is no gas rationing and apparently 
none in sight, since Argentina pro- 
duces its Own gas. Prices of food- 
stuffs are just beginning to move up- 
ward together with living 
general, but folding money 
as free as it ever was. 

Visitors just in from Manhattan-- 
four days by plane if you can wan- 
gle the priority—are amazed to find 
B. A. living in what they describe as 
a ‘dream world’ of unreality. Rio, 
with Brazil openly agin the Axis. is 
already suffering the pinch, as is San- 
tiago, Chile; Lima, Peru: Mexico 
City, and other big burgs. 

It’s probably this lack of any pinch 
that has kept Argentina as neutral 
as she is, in the opinion of those who 
see the relationship between show 
| biz and national frame of mind. 
| Fact that wealthy Argentinians, 
who used to go to Paris during the 
local winter—it’s now the height of 
the temporada here, sea being 
the reverse of the U. S. staying 
home, has put more big coin in cir- 
| culation than previously Airlines 
jare bringing many travelers down 
from the States. Majority of them 
are business people, since only 
| with something really important to 
do will get Uncle Sam’s okay to 
travel, but they, too, want relaxation, 
land their search for diversion has 
|kept the better class night spots going 
strong. 


costs in 
is just 





sons 


are 


those 


Local habit of late dining—usually 
doesn’t begin here till 9 p.m.—allows 
film houses especially to get good 


| er owds during the middle of week, 
| since it is still possible to see a ver- 
| mouth show (5:30 to 8:30) and get 
home for dinner without keeping 
overly late hours. Films are still the 
biggest draw. 

Legit has also been registering top 
grosses. Currently two houses are 
running with outstanding hits—Pepe 
| Arias’ ‘Ovideo,’ at the Odeon, and 
Ratti Bros. company at the Apolo. 
; Original Ballet Russe has also been 
drawing well at the Politeama. being 
ject of the foreign companies able to 








get there this season. Colon, munici- 
| pally operated opera, has done excel- 
{lent biz, and fear that it would not 
|be able to import visiting stars from 
the States failed to materialize. 

Night spots have also been draw- 
ing especially well, particularly the 
more expensive places, including the 
Ta-Ba-Ris and’ Tourbillon, at Alvear 
Palace hotel, Embassy, Gong. Pre- 
|miere, Marejada and Ciros. In the 
|pop price class, the Embrujo de Se- 
lvilla and Odeon have been turning 
away crowds for lack of seating 
| space, while the Ideal and Rex retain 
|}old-time popularity 














| Ethel Levey | 





a Continued from page | =a 


(Mrs. Healy), George Rochea, 
Jim O’Brien, Elmer Vernon, juve 
last in ‘Best Foot Forward,’ and 
‘Spoons’ Brown, colored performer 
now in the Army and working in 
Irving Berlin’s ‘This is the Army.’ 
They put on a two-hour show, 
Miss Levey pays tribute to Cohan 
all through her act, first essaying a 
medley of Cohan’s standard tunes 
and later a combo of the actor- 
showman’s patriotic airs. She refers 
to him. as ‘that grand little show- 
man, who is now so desperately ill.’ 
Besides Miss Levey, Oetijen’s iiself 
is making a strong comeback. Over 
60 years old, Oetjen’s in recent 
years had faded considerably in 
popularity until a combine headed 
by Milton Shean, known chiefly for 


Sunny 


his amusement park and _ sports 
arena operations, took over. Shean 
put in the floorshow policy, booked 


jumped 
spot. 


by Billy Jackson, and biz 
immediately in the Flatbush 
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Walter Winchell, says 


“Samuel Goldwyn could not have given 
the youth of America a finer gift, nor to 
the sweethearts of America a finer love 
story.” 


Howard Barnes, WN. Y. Herald-Trib. 


“Every inch a memorable show... a very 


real tribute to the American spirit . . . Por-. 


trayal by Gary Cooper gives it heroic 
dimensions.” 


Lee Mortimer, N. Y. Daily Mirror 


“Compelling, exciting and inspiring .. . 


Sam Wood's direction masterly . . . Gary 
Cooper shines .. . to Terésa Wright, the 
year's Oscar.” 


Dan Daniel, Sports Ed., World-Tele. 


“| believe | am not over-praising ‘The Pride 
Of The Yankees’ when | say that it is the 
only worthwhile production with a sports 
background in the history of the screen.” 


Lovella Parsons wires 
Samuel Goldwyn 


“Pride Of The Yankees’ should make you 
very happy. It is a great American story 
and comes at a time when most needed. 
It is human, real, and with a love story that 
will delight the women.” 


William Boehnel, N. Y. Worid-Tele. 
“Hats off to Samuel Goldwyn, Sam Wood, 
Gary Cooper, Teresa Wright, Walter Bren- 
nan and everybody else concerned! ... 
It is so wonderfully human, so superlatively 
presented, that it results in two hours of 


sheer delight.” 


Archer Winsten, WN. Y. Post 


“Ranks as one of the two best movie biog- 
raphies of the year... packs a heavy emo- 
tional wallop. Producer Samuel Goldwyn 
has once again gambled with an unlikely 
subject and emerged victorious.” 


sal _-as the N. Y. Daily News says- 


AND ALL THE CRITICS AGREE! 


Rose Pelswick, WN. Y. Journal-Am. 
“Heart-warming, affectionate and highly’ 
moving . . . takes its place as one of the 
year’s outstanding attractions.” 


Bosley Crowther, N. Y. Times 


“A real saga of American life — homely, 
humorous, sentimental... The cast is 
superb.” , 


Bill Corum, Sports Ed., Journal-Am. 
“A plain, solid and fine picture. | think 


everybody is going to want fo see it, and 
should.” 


Eileen Creelman, WN. Y. Sun 
“'The Pride Of The Yankees’ is a proud 
tribute to a fine man.” 












“With his characteristic flair for show- 
manship, Samuel Goldwyn has given 
his latest production a New York 
premiere that has overshadowed every 

“< ii ye other moving picture opening to date. 

= ae 2 Besides its Broadway exhibition at the 

ere | Cee Astor, 40 RKO houses throughout the 






















ee ee TH five boroughs of the City of New York 
poke 4 EG presented the picture simultaneously 

last night... It’s a must for all mov- 
ing picture goers — women and children, 


as well as men.”~ Kate Cameron 
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Amended UMPI Sales Plan, If OKd, 


For Experimental Year's Try Only 





- 


Amendments to the United Motion 
Picture Industry plan to meet con- 
tingencies that had not been covered 
in the original formula have been 
placed ‘n the hands of the Depart- 
ment of Justice following much legal 
masterminding as to the language 
and some minor changes in verbiage 
during the past week. Plan is now 
ready to go before Federal Judge 
Henry W. Goddard in New York for 
consideration, providing the D. of J. 
demands no future changes. This is 
held to be unlikely. 

Among revised clauses is the one 
which formerly set a maximum of 12 
features in each group and provided 
for sales quarterly. In behalf of the 
distributors who might want to make 
52 pictures yearly and sell on a 
quarterly basis, the maximum was 
raised to 13, five to be tradeshown 
and the balance designated. Also, 
the distributor does not have to sell 
quarterly, with result a company 
such as Paramount with a schedule 
of less than 40 pictures planned for 
the 1942-43 season, may sell three 
different groups of 13 each. RKO is 
likely to do the same. 

The necessity of selling four times 
yearly, as originally planned, has 
also been withdrawn in order to 
take care of situations such as Radio 
City Music Hall, N. Y. which buys 
pictures in the open market singly 
or two at a time. 

Each feature to be tradeshown 
must be screened in the exchange 
district in which the exhibition is to 
be held, while also (as under the 
decree) the distributor must publish 
a notice in a trade paper reaching 
exhibitors announcing the trade- 
screenings as well as the title of 
all features to be designated. 

Designations 

Films must be designated in the 
following manner: 

1. By the star to appear in the 
feature or (2) by featured players 
to appear in the feature, or (3) by a 
brief outline of the story upon which 
the feature is based, if an original 
story, or (4) if the feature is based 
upon, suggested by or adapted from 
a play or published book or story, 
by a reference to such play or pub- 
lished book or story. 

In the event that an identified 
feature as produced deviates sub- 
stantially from the _ identifications 
thereof contained in the original an- 
nouncement, a distributor may make 
a corrected announcement of such 
feature properly identified in the 
same manner as provided for in the 
original announcement with the cor- 
rected identification to apply to li- 
cense agreements thereafter entered 
into. The provisions of the identi- 
fication section does not apply to 
westerns, foreigns or reissues which 
are to be sold in groups of not more 
than five films but do not have to 
be tradeshown. Identification on 
westerns calls for the star only. 

Special features, to be sold singly, 


are those which for a period of time | 


are exhibited at generally advanced 
admissions. This would take care 
of such pictures as ‘York,’ ‘Reap 
Wild Wind’ and others which under 
the decree were marketed singly 
this season. 

In cancelling a picture not living 
up to the identification, the exhib 
must give written notice of such in- 
tent to the distributor at the home- 
Office within 21 days after the con- 
clusion of its first public showing 
in the city where is located the ex- 
change out of which the exhib is 
served, or within 14 days after the 
mailing by the distrib of the first 
notice of availability, whichever 
period expires sooner, 

Subject to arbitration are contro- 
versies over identification, making 
the sale of one group of pictures 
conditional upon the sale of another, 
any claims that a distrib has offered 
more than 13 pictures for sale at 
one time, and complaints that a fea- 
ture is generally offensive in the 
locality in which the theatre oper- 
ates on moral, religious or racial 
grounds, 

Because they will begin their 
1942-43 seasons Aug. 1, the unity 
sales plan will be in effect for 20th- 
Fox and RKO, while for the others 
it will extend from Sept. 1 this year 
to Aug. 31, 1943. 

The UMPT sales plan is proposed 
for one year only to see how it 
works 6ut in practice. While not in- 
dicated in trade circles, it might be 
that the D. of J. also wanted it to 
be in effect for one year only since 
it is an experiment as a substitute 

for the decree. 


Three OWI Shorts at 20th 


Hollywood, July 21. 

‘They'll Live Again,’ first of three 
patriotic shorts assigned to 20th-Fox 
by the Lowell Mellett branch of Of- 
fice of War Information, goes into 
work next week with Will Price 
directing and Eugene O'Neill pro- 
ducing. 

Several of the studio’s high sala- 
ried names will appear in the series. 








Drew Pearson’s Crack 


On UMPI Plan Gives 


SIMPP a Ray of Hope 





A high United Motion Picture In- 
dustry figure, who has been active in 
the formulation of the so-called unity 
plan, characterize as so much spec- 
ulation the strong inference that it 
will not go through, made by Drew 
Pearson in his syndicated Washing- 
ton Merry-Go-Round column under 
date of July 19 (Sunday). It was 
published in papers Monday (20), but 
was not used in New York by the 
Mirror, which gets the column. 


Pearson wrote in part as follows, 
referring to Thurman Arnold, assist- 
ant attorney general: 


‘He (Arnold) is refusing to be 
pushed around by the big movie 
moguls who want to increase block- 
booking, thereby increasing the 
quantity of film production, thereby 
eating into the nation’s supply of 
nitroglycerine.’ (Used in film, this is 
important to munitions. ) 


While reported the Department of 
Justice has given careful considera- 
tion to the opposition raised against 
the UMPI plan by the Society of In- 
dependent Motion Picture Producers 
and others, industry leaders last week 
were led to believe that the D. of J. 
was unofficially in favor of the plan. 
This assumption was based on a re- 
quest by the department to make a 
few minor changes in legal language, 
resubmitting the plan after that had 
been done. 

The changes were made and the 
revised plan is now in the hands of 
Arnold. While the SIMMP has com- 
plained about the UMPI sales pro- 
posals in blecks up to a maximum of 
13, an UMPI official attacks its right 
to do so, since only two producer- 
members of the SIMPP are making 
pictures for decree companies. These 
are Sam Goldwyn and Walt Disney, 
both of whom distribute through 
RKO. Added also that these pro- 
ducers sell their pictures singly and 
that the UMPI plan contains a pro- 
vision permitting that, as in the past. 

So far as UMPI is concerned, 





neither Arnold nor anyone else in 
the D. of J. has indicated, by infer- 
ence or otherwise, that the depart- 
ment does not favor the plan. How- 
ever, pointed out that ‘whether they 
are satisfied or not, they are extreme- 
ly cautions in committing them- 
selves.’ 

Date for hearing in the Federal 
court at N.Y. before Judge Henry W. 
Goddard had been expected to be 
set by now, but may be calendered 
this week, dependent, of course, on 
the official attitude of the D. of J. 


MEMPHIS’ $1,000,000 
BOND RALLY OVERSOL 


Memphis, July 21. 

Million Dollar War Bond rally 
held here last week (Wednesday 
night) at the Malco theatre beat the 
goal by raising $1,109,000. Sponsored 
jointly by the Variety Club of Mem- 
phis and a special Citizen’s Com- 
mittee, with M. A. Lightman, presi- 
dent of Malco Theatres, Inc., and 
head of the Variety club, co-chair- 
man. 

Attendance at the Malco, where 
the rally was staged, was only via 
the purchase of war bonds, this 
source bringing $582,000. Between 
the two showings that night of Uni- 
versal’s ‘Eagle Squadron,’ merchan- 
dise donated by local merchants was 
auctioned off, with $527,000 realized 
in this manner. Each article was 
given to the person bidding the 
largest bond purchase. 

The Variety Club also organized 
bond selling teams among all film 
exchanges, theatre supply houses 
and theatres here, with remarkable 
results reported. 











— 


PEPSI-COLA SPONSORS 
TIMES SQ. CANTEEN 


A commercial advertiser, Pepsi- 
Cola, shared billing with the New 
York City Defense Recreation Com- 
mittee and the Federal Security 
Agency, an official Governmental 
body, at the opening of the mis- 
named Times Square Service Men’s 
Center at 47th Street and Broadway, 
which fronts on Duffy Square. New 
lounge and canteen is an offshoot of 
the NYCDRC building at 99 Park 
avenue where enlisted men of the 
United Nations get free ducats for 
shows, pix, niteries, swimming pools, 
etc. 

New plant opened with splash 
noon yesterday (14) with Mayor La 
Guardia, Marshall Field, Mrs. Anna 
M. Rosenberg, Walter S. Mack, Jr., 
prez of Pepsi-Cola, and military 
brasshats speeching over the Blue 
network, and John Golden, Helen 
Hayes, Ed Wynn and Irving Berlin, 
providing entertainment. Berlin 
brought along a 19-piece orch from 
‘This Is the Army’ and a quarter 
hour of excerpts of the show. 

NYCDRC offices at 99 Park will 
continue to handle distribution of 
ducats while the new Broadway set- 
up will provide lounge rooms, read- 
ing and writing facilities, showers, 
towels, shaving facilities, telephones, 
radios, piano and grub at cost. 

Pepsi-Cola went for about $100,000 
t» build and equip the plant and will 
finance the operation with the 
NYCDRC handling the operation via 
vo'unteer workers. Pepsi-Cola will 
distribute free Pepsi to servicemen, 
get no other plug. Pepsi has been 
making drink available to boys at 99 
Park avenue right along. Unusual is 
seeing a Federal agency being billed 
alongside a commercial firm, and 
there the angle was simply one of 
the need being great. Free showers 
and shaving equipment are standard 
equipment at most USO posts out of 
town, but unavailable in so centrally 
located a spot in N. Y., and the value 
| ~ £190 000 donated in this fashion 
being greater than a like amount be- 
ing dropped in.the USO hat. 
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abroad, Efforts are being made, it 
is understood, to untangle the red 
tape which thus far has prevented 
the reel from going out. 

United Newsreel, while showing 
the vast scope of the U. S. and 
United Nations war effort, now is 
making the point that the U. S. is 
not strictly war-minded and that 
the American way of life, for which 
it is now fighting, still is being pre- 
served. 





Personnel 


To augment the efforts of this 
newsreel and to make for better 
coverage of the war front, ultimately 
it is estimated that a full division of 
motion picture cameramen, techni- 
cians, cutters, etc., will be necessary 
to turn out counter-propaganda 
effectively to combat enemy blurbs. 
Such plan envisions the establish- 
ment of nearly 200 trained motion 
picture crews at eight or more fight- 
ing fronts where American troops 
now are stationed, 

With the U. S. expected to have an 
armed force exceeding 5,000,000 
shortly, industry experts believe that 
a full division of motion picture per- 
ple will be pre-requisite. Last re- 
ports received in N. Y. from abroad 
claim that the Axis forces have two 
divisions of men assigned strictly to 
obtaining a motion picture version 
of the war—with the Nazified treat- 
| ment of their war might added via 
| the sound track. 
| Just where these men are coming 
from is the current headache. Esti- 
mated that it requires at least six 
months to train a half-way compe- 
tent newsreel or documentary reel 
photographer. Herice it will be a 
comparatively slow process although 
every newsreel company is cooper- 
ating on a voluntary basis in edu- 
cating technicians on newsreel 
savvy. Present efforts of Army and 
Navy cameramen have not measured 
up to accepted newsreel standards, 
which is why the newsreel com- 
panies want their own men on the 
front to make news stories. 


? 
U’s ‘Corvettes’ Okayed 
Hollywood, July 21. 

Admiral Percy Welles, command- 
er-in-chief of the Royal Canadian 
Navy, sent official approval of the 
script of ‘Corvettes in Action’ to 
Universal. 

Howard Hawks production goes 
into work in two weeks, with Rich- 
ard Rosson directing backgrounds 
aboard an Atlantic convoy vessel 
sailing from a Canadian port. 




















Canteen-Capers 
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ria, and some etudes of Chopin that 
almost tore the house down, among 
the boys who whistled and stamped 
their approval was a young marine 
who commented to junior hostess 
Billie Leeds, ‘Gee that guy can sure 
fiddle” 

‘You know who he is, don’t you?’ 
asked Miss Leeds. 

‘No, I didn’t catch the name.’ 

‘He is Albert Spalding.’ 

‘He could be Joe Glutz for my 
money, but he can still fiddle for me 
anytime” 








Two workers trying to get to the 
canteen the other night found them- 
selves blocked by mounted police, a 
corps of motercycles and a guard of 
Valentine’s strongest. 

‘Sorry, no pedestrian traffic 
through this street, unless you have 
an admission card to Queen Wilhel- 
mina’s reception at the Astor,’ they 
were told. 

Nething daunted, both girls whip- 
ped out their American Theatre 
Wing identification cards, and it 
worked faster than you can say Fay 
Wray. Immediately the signal was 


Door Canteen!’ 

‘If only these cards worked such 
magic in a casting office!’ one junior 
hostess sighed wistfully to the other, 
as they crossed the street in queenly 
triumph. 





With these sultry nights and 
the air cooling system not in- 
stalled yet, senior hostess Doro- 
thy Hammerstein found it in- 
cumbent upon herself to apolo- 
gize for the delay. 

‘Oh, that’s all right, ma’am,’ 
one of the boys exclaimed, ‘it 
will be good training for us 
when we get to Libya!’ 





Paul Draper whose heart is as gen- 
erous as his dancing feet, came over 
to the Canteen the other night in 
between matinee and evening per- 
formances, because no matter how 
fatigued or busy he is, he has never 
saia no to a volunteer request. 

With the Fahrenheit soaring, he 
began to divest himself of his tie and 
shirt but before he could get any 
further, a marine yelled out. 

‘Atta boy, Paul, but please stop 
when you get to your shoes” 





If the kitchen staff functions with- 
out a hitch on Monday nights, it’s 
because the captain is Dorothy 
Fields and her crew consists of bro- 
thers, Herb and Joe and sister Fran- 
ces. In other words, it’s a ‘Field’ 
night in the kitchen! 





Disa and Data: Favorite song of 
all the boys continues to be ‘Tan- 
gerine’...Anna Marie Dickey, young 
Metropolitan singer with plenty of 
what it takes, back for the second 
time in a week by popular demand 
of the male contingent. ..Muriel An- 
gelus beamed with possessive pride 
when her canteen discovery, Ser- 
geant Walter McAlister won Lucy 
Monroe’s $25 war bond for the best 
singer in the room...Louis Brom- 
field recognized by the lit’ry uni- 
formed set and given a big ovation 
...Vinton Freedley paid a special 
visit to Dorothy Fields in the kit- 
chen to discuss his new musical with 
her and was told that the title has 
now been switch from ‘Jenny Get 
Your Gun’ to ‘It’s Fun to Be Free- 
dley!’ 








D.C. Canteen 
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ment build the club but this was 
ruled out. However, Public Build- 
ing Administration, which now has 
supervision over the theatre, lis- 
tened to the Roosevelt-Douglas plea. 
Permission was given to use the 
lobby and as much as the interior 
auditorium as necessary for the pur- 
poses of the military. 

Indications are that Variety Club 
will have to spend at least $16,000 to 
make the necessary renovations for 
occupancy. The stage is still as it 
was when the curtain dropped three 
years ago on professional produc- 
tions. An all-time paid director to 
supervise activities is planned, 
American Theatre Wing will coop- 
erate with Tent No. 11 of Variety in 
providing the entertainment. Ex- 
pected that the Canteen will have 
the welcome mat out for servicemen 
shortly after Labor Day. 


Chirpers’ Camp Tour 

Anna Kaskas of the Met opera, 
and Lansing Hatfield, start a three- 
week concert tour for USO-Camp 
Shows first of next month. 

Frank Bibb will be at the piano 














for the vocalists. 


flashed down the iine, ‘O. K. Stage | 


UA(STROMBERG) 
INTERESTED IN 
‘SIS KENNY" 


———_— 


United Artists is negotiating for 
film biog, ‘Sister Kenny,’ Australian 
nurse, whose cure for children suf- 
fering from infantile paralysis is 
confounding medical authority. 

Would go to Hunt Stromberg pro- 
duction unit. 


Other : Story Buys 


Hollywood, July 21. 

Paramount —- ‘Hostages,’ 
war novel by Stefan Heym. 

John Guedel sold his coal mine 
story, ‘Tornado,’ to Pine & Thomas. 

Monogram bought screen rights 
to ‘While Zombies Walked’ from 
Weird Tales mag. 

James O’Hanlon sold his yarn, 
‘Brother Mike,’ to 20th-Fox. 

Warners purchased ‘The Beloved 
—eREROS, mag story, from Lib- 
erty. 


| U.S. Roll Call 
Continued from page 4 


Lee Roy Handley, of the Aztec; 
Jack Silverthorn, manager of the 
Prince; Tom A. Howell, assistant 
publicity director, and Norman 
Schwartz, manager of the Highland 
theatre. 

















Legiters Enlist 


Walter Draper, actor, U. S. Navy 
as apprentice seaman. 

Gordon Hart, director of Barter 
theatre, Abingdon, Va., now a hos- 
pital apprentice, second class, fol- 
lowing his enlistment in the Navy. 
Prior to Navy chores, Hart graduated 
a the Hospital Corps School, 
NY. 





P.A, Inte Signal Corps 


Chicago, July 21. 
Monroe Rubinger, head of Warner’s 
Midwest Publicity, leaves his post 
this week to join the Signal Corps. 
Rubinger will attend the Signal 
Corps Radio Training School in 
Chicago. 





Pitt Servicemen 


Pittsburgh, July 21. 

Edward McCann, former Tech 
drama student and Pittsburgh Play- 
house actor, has been upped from 
second to first lieutenant at Eglin 
Field, Fla., where he’s stationed’ with 
the Army Air Corps. He’s a brother 
of Marjorie (Midge) McCann, also 
ex-Tech, likewise a Playhouse ac- 
tress and currently on the staff of 
station WWSW here. 
Clinton Haber, Pittsburgh Catholic 
Theatre Guild player who's been at 
Hendricks Field, Fla., for some time, 
appointed to Officers Candidate 
School, He recently produced orig- 
inal musical revue at Hendricks. 

Stanley Lieberfarb, formerly with 
Producers Releasing Corp. office 
here, has been promoted to fourth 
technical sergeant at Camp Davis, 
N C., 
Lieut. Billy Johnson, ex of the 
vaude and nitery dance team of Billy 
and Betty Johnson, and who re- 
cently received his commission at 
Camp Sill, Okla., has been named to 
the faculty of the Officers Candidate 
School there. 

Joe Clements, trombone player for 
Al Marsico band at Nixon Cafe, 
army. 





At Fort Riley 
Ft. Riley, Kans., July 21. 

Former showfolk newly arrived 
for basic instruction at the Cavalry 
Replacement Training Center here 
include Pvt. Charles F, Graham, 
former sound effects man at WLW, 
Cincinnati, and previously a singer 
for three years on KMOX, St. Louis; 
Pvt. Murdo MacCloud, last in ‘Best 
Foot Forward’ on Broadway; Pvt. 
Jack Blask, former radio and stage 
scripter for Paul Dennis; Pvt. Al- 
phonse Serroto, ex-Worcester, Mass., 
band booker; and Pvt. Everett 
Rondebush, late Met Opera pianist 
and accompanist. 

Pvt. Meredith ‘Red’ Hare, former 
Muggsy Spanier tooter, has been 
added to the CRTC dance band 
batoned by Sgt. Everett L. McDonald. 

Capt. Andrew B. White, aide-de- 
camp to Brig. Gen. Robinson and ex- 
Fred Waring singer, off to the Coast 
on leave. 

Corp. Mel Adams, former RCA 
Victor publicist in Gotham, upped 
from private first class in the CRTC 
public relations and intelligence sec- 
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War’ Songs Really ‘Boy-Girl’ Songs? | W 
ar § “Girl Songs? |) Fight | Neely of W. Va. Looks Due for An 
y boy 9S! || Fighting Songs | 
ium Continued from page 1 lf ’ 

Avent sour eltaral inthis week's Variety” on Tactews War Song: | Comme: tary Fox, em o Oe] Encore, But War Now's More Urgent 

As a song publisher, I trust I may be pardoned the heresy of sug- Music Publishers Protective Assn., ? 
gesting that tactlessness is not the only shortcoming of our present whose function will be to cue the ° ° ° 
a saya ge Ht citer Seite Mishoo Than Har ass P IX Or Other Biz 

The more serious limitation, it seems to me, is that the bulk of | 5°"8S: Sigmund Romberg, ditto for | ing 
our published war songs are not really war songs at all, but the old the songsmiths; Manie Sachs, re- | ; 

; - : : : : t ding director of Columbia Phono- |} j 
boy-girl songs re-staged in a war setting, or re-hashed with a bit of | C°P@!8 ' 
military terminclogy. graph, who will ditto on disks; Washington, July 21. | though Aang without salary, Doug- : 

That these boy-girl songs are desired and necessary goes without | Phillips Carlin, program director of Bae gro Be rng g sear sped a . ee = Re —- “ 
saying. But they are not enough. If we song publishers are to make | the Blue Network, ditto on the ra- | SS! Virginia is expe The Republi . aeeege 

. . : dio: Lloyd Egner — of the | 24! his senatorial toga in the Aug. e Republican representative is 
the contribution that we can and should make to the war effort. we 10; y gner, manager of . , ' ‘ : 
: : ae : y as ; + |4 primaries, with speculation rife at | well entrenched in the 16th district, 
ought to give our fighting boys, and the civilians behind them, songs | Thesaurus transcriptions, who will : : , 
: Nr . F : : ° the Capitol as to whether he williand in 1940 had the Democratic 
which really express the spirit of the war. likewise program his waxworks : : te ‘ 
ert oe with the ‘proper’ war song material renew his suspended battle against | nomination, gathering a total of 188,- 

Yet it is no secret that some of our most competent lyricists and ge gn ype cng wipe dere Salen the organized motion picture indus- | 049 votes out of a total ballot of 
composers find themselves going begging down the street when they O'Co nnor, president of the Music try. As the author of the Neely bill | 197,134. This year New Dealers are ; 
offer a song which does not present the war in boy-girl terms. Contact Men's Union, which song- |4ainst blockbooking and blind sell- | determined to challenge Ford's re- 

As an indication that I am not merely shooting my mouth off, but plugging agency is an important go- | ig he is an earnest advocate of re-|election, and they will be aided by 
mean to do something, I enclose two songs which we are just releas- | between medium in the propogation | StTictive legislation for Hollywood, labor groups. Although he comes | 
ing. Whatever their qualities, one thing can be said about ‘Song Title’ of war songs; Ralph Peer, the music not converted by consent agreements |from the Los Angeles district, and ; 
and ‘Song Title.’ They deal realistically and maturely with the war, publisher (Southern Music, Peer In- |" new group selling plans. is a resident of Santa Monica, Ford 
and contribute to our understanding of it. : , ternational, etc.) who is also on Nel- On the House side, Representative _ —— championed the motion 

A Music Publisher. | son Rockefeller’s Latin American|Lyle Boren of Oklahoma, eked out |Picture industry, and studio work- 
_ coordinating committee; plus the |a victory in the Oklahoma primaries, ad ‘os fe those being gan 
e . artists and others who prefer to re- | with the prospects good he will press | '2€¢ to bring about his defeat. 
Inside Stuff Pictures | main anonymous. | for action on his bill for motion pic- 
=~ | ture reforms, now slumbering in the § ARS’ 
ji, House Committee on Interstate and ‘LUCKY T TAG FOR 
+ | Foreign Commerce. 5 
A. K. Film Juves House leaders ueried b ‘Variet 1d CANTOR y FILM AT WB 
| Kelly Roos, author of “The Frightened Stiff,’ which Columbia recently Continued from page 3==——4| this week cnpeneent the beliet that : 
bought for $6,000 as a co-starring vehicle for Loretta Young and Brian controversial measures on purely do- 1 
Aherne, is really two péople, William Roos and his wife, Audrey Kelly, | be, if Hollywood is to proceed in} mestic questions will hav: little Eddie Cant ae eon yf a 
who have been writing gooey stories together for several years. Both |the customary way without all the|chance in the 78th Congress. One| ca} starrer gt = weg B conn i 
of them are ee of ¢ Boop ap ogy school in Pittsburgh, | males who have gone and are going|of the most influential in formulat- | production at Warners, will be titled ' 
where they met and were married shortly after their graduation. Roos bois: aie ing party policy declared that mem- | “Thank Your Lucky Stars.’ 4 
authored ‘Life of Reilly,’ the baseball comedy flop on Broadway this sea- ant bers will be busy on legislation de-| J ake sag 1 ; 
son, and is a collaborator on the book of a musical, ‘The Umpire’s Daugh-| The war has placed a price On| <jsned to promote the war effort Bragg eagle ne ——— y : 
ter,’ which George Abbott has announced for production in the fall.| vintage in the male-lead league, and that bills designed to harass in- | s1o ght = Fras on Gates uinene 4 
the title of ‘Body in the Garden.’ ‘It's the Roos’ first film sale. | Which is to say well preserved vint-| dustry cooperating with the Gov- 
° 5 $ b ri : 5 
vo y age that gives the appearance and|©™™™ment will be sidetracked. Un- > 6? 5 
- illusion of youth. less the Department of Justice spon- Thorpe S$ Kim F 
The suit long pending against Paramount in Oklahoma, brought by| youth to be — besin | legislation there is little likeli- 
A. B. Momand, independent exhibitor, under the anti-trust laws and in- | ., hw ot vas  - ng Pagel — hood bills to revise trade practices 
volving some $2,000,000, is finally slated to come to trial in September or ent nae sey ul fats whieh will get beyond committee filing cab- Richard gnenah ton si ee 
October. . : ’ inets. 'S ie 
" , P we -.|in turn will open doors long closed : “i rector chore at Metro on the Rud- 
Phillipe, attorney in charge of the suit for Paramount, left Monday (20) |‘. stars and near-stars who once| ,,sinee the abortive attempt to con | yard Kipling story, ‘Kim, with 
ps, ) : tab , . did so well and then, for one reason Se neta Pte nssting» | Mickey Rooney, Basil Rathbone and 
for Oklahoma City to prepare for the confab. os tnelnes<andl tn Seth aes ee which evaporated after the declara- Conrad Veidt in the top roles 
ae reason at all—slipped into the limbo| #0” of re and the flood of abuse | Yarn of India starts Aug. 3, with 
( Max Milder, Warners’ managing director in Great Britain, has been on | of filmdom’s forgotten. There are lit- unloosened on Melvyn Douglas in} victor Saville producing. 
active duty in London all the time Britain has been at war and seldom | erally scores of these young old- connection with the Civilian Defense alle 
has been inconvenienced about hotel service. But while vacationing | timers available, in addition to those debate in Congress, industry foes Shorts for Victor 
presently in the U. S., he was forced to move out of two hotels at Atlantic | already cited. have been quiescent. Representa- y 
City because the military forces took over control of both hostelries. Re-} 41a their market value is defi- tive Leland Ford of California, who } Hollywood, July 21. 
sult was that Milder returned to N. Y. and left for Hollywood earlier | | 4.) th reves gr th was most vociferous in attacking the} Pine-Thomas production unit at 
than he had expected. nitely on the uptrend, since the one | actor—always being careful to an- | Paramount started work on ‘A Let- 
—— te oe tap nt ee nounce that his real name was Hes-|ter from Bataan,’ first of a series of 
' . Tae , ‘| selberg—last w i i ; st i | 
Vocal fireworks between a loud-voiced production biggie and an equally | j¢ jt could, and couldn't, if it would. Fe iessae Sanita ee = eg sry poe —_ is — 
stentorious director stopped the show on a major film set while technicians : ‘ ee ~<¢ & arse y a n an usan Hay- 
, dered to retire from the stage during the bombardment. Pro- That being the case, its only fea-| anti-Semitism. Douglas left last | ward. 
ames i n. seageeny Riese given lt sone peti his unit hopped on the sible rejoinder is to set its house| week for California and is not ex- Barry Sullivan shares top spots in 
p+ ania prin tg He handling of various scenes. Director hopped right back | 19 order, a sort of ‘reddingup’ of} pected back at his CD desk. As an|the second two-reeler, ‘We Refuse 



































and declared emphatically that he was shooting a picture—not a producer. 





Difficulty encountered in obtaining a satisfactory ending is holding up 
completion of Paramount’s ‘Wake Island.” Because it is obviously an 
uplift picture based on a military defeat, several endings have been used 
thus far but all rejected as unsuitable. Picture will be rushed on release 
as soon as possible. 





‘Mr. Gardenia Jones,’ USO-financed morale short which was originally 
nixed by the Army, went through revisions before being released for USO 
Theatre Week (July 23-30) in and around New York City. 





Studio Machinists Take 
256 Back Pay in Bonds 





SOEG, MAJORS 





: his youthful appearance. So is Jack JUDY CANOVA 
iad : Mulhall, although he has dropped out Air B’way All Seats Reserved — Twice Daily, 2:45-8:45 
Hollywood, July 21. 5 9PP u STRAND * ’ . 
SETTLE THINGS — of sight almost altogether. Don Alva- ateaiccncatannes” — Se ES Se are 


Retroactive pay approximating 
$25,000 was assured Studio Machin- 





ists Local 1185 through a new wage type lead, also hasn’t been doing 

Holl d. July 21 contract with Technicolor, Consoli- | much, if anything. “THIS ABOVE ALL” <n MUSIC HALL f 

: oes rl : dated Film Industries and Pathe Then there’s William Bakewell HELD OVER i 
Following a meeting Monday (20) |; ahoratories of California. Instead | playing supporting roles but capable | 


night between the Screen Office 
Employees Guild and representatives 
of major film exchanges, the latter 


of cash, the workers agreed to take 
their back pay in War Bonds. 
New agreement runs to Jan. 1, 




















group decided to submit its idea of 


classification of exchange white col- | 


lar workers to the Guild by Wednes- 
day (23). 


ai i aaa aan at forced draft, for leads. So could " 

After classifications are submitted, ’ ; Lloyd Hughes, Kenneth Harlan, Ivan William Hedy Ae Cimes | ‘healt, eae 
SOEG and exchange heads will meet PRC S 4? for 49-43 Lebedeff, Francis Lederer, Ralph POWELL e LAMARR STAT Sa. | Netson Eddy 
to thrash out classification interpre- Forbes, John Loder, Otto Kruger Lact Fimes Wed. “1 MARRIED 
tations. Wages and working condi- — HE AN ANGEL 


tions will not be tackled until after 
the classification problem is solved. 








1944, with pay retroactive to July 1, 
1941. Wage scales are the same as 
those in force at major film studios. 


Holding the unusual record for a 


new indie of delivering every pic- 




























its cluttered storeroom, much in 
the manner of an old belle pawing 
over her souvenirs. Many of the 
available males don’t come within 
this not altogether flattering desig- 
nation, being reasonably active at 
the moment. 
For Example 

Ian Hunter, for example, and Rob- 
ert Armstrong, who has been do- 
ing supports for several years; als 
Reginald Denny, Bill Demares’ 
and Cari Brisson, the Dane, wh 
came here for one picture returnec 
to Europe, and now is back. Nei! 
Hamilton, more or less inactive now 
is considered a good bet because of 


rado, who could do a first rate Latin 











of better things; Hardie Albright, the | 


' 
same, and Ben Alexander, who seems | 
Nils | 


to have shifted over to radio. 


Asther, once Mary Pickford’s leading | 
man, has been doing bits and minor | 


supports but could be brought up, 


and possibly Jack La Rue. 
Meantime, there are couple of old 








employee of the Government, al- 























to Die,’ slated for early filming. 
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2nd WEEK 
HUMPHREY BOGART 


“THE BIG SHOT" 


Warner Bros. Newest Hit With 
IRENE MANNING 
in Person 
Jerry Wald Also Val Setz 
md His Orch The Ross Sisters 





JAMES CAGNEY 


As George M. Cohan in 


Warner Bros. Succeas 


HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 





“Yankee Doodle Dandy” 





Tyrone Power @ Joan Fontaine 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
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TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, July 21. 
‘Isle of Missing Men’ is release tag | 
on ‘Isle of Fury’ at Monogram. | 





20th-Fox switched from “The Light 
of Heart’ to ‘Life Begins at 8:30 





ning. The latter would and should 
be Paul Lukas who showed Holly- 
wood where its vulnerability lay— 
that, in looking so feverishly for tal- 
ent, it sometimes missed the people 
who were there all thé time. 





A NEW MUSICAL ICETRAVAGANZA 


STARS ON ICE 


CENTER THEATRE, Rockeietler Center 
CO. 5-5474 
America’s Only Ice Theatre 
Eves... incl. Sun. 8:40 Mats. Wed..Sat. and Sun. 
Ne Monday Performance. ALWAYS COOL 
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THE YANKEES 


(The Life ef Low Gehrig) 
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Centinueus Performances 
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Happy-Days-in-Dixie Marred Only 
By No New Places to Spend It In 





By GLENN W. NAVES 


Spartanburg, S. C., July 21. 


A $6,000,000 war production indus- 
trial plant where wheat ripened this 
year beneath the hot June sun— 
this gives an idea of the almost 
dizzy evolution of business and in- 
dustry in the Southland and the 
continuous stream of money that 
has cash registers playing ‘chopstix’ 
in Dixie. 

If the coming fall and winter 
amusement take doesn’t set an all- 
time high in the Carolinas, Georgia, 
Virginia and Tennessee, then the 
parties.. responsible will have 
fumbled the best opportunity 
they’ve ever had—or probably will 
have again. 

For months all amusement places 
have been crowded to capacity, 
despite hot weather. Pix of B 
grade or less pack ‘em in, flesh 
shows form traffic-jamming lines, 
ditto classical music Offerings, and 
even a six-piece orchestra stacks ’em 
in the aisles, whether the lads grade 
high enough to rate pews in the pit 
or not. 

Mars is a bloody brother and Mars 
is an ‘angel’—so far as Dixie is con- 
cerned. Army camps and air bases 
and plants are mushrooming out of 
the cotton patches and palmetto and 
pine lands; industries are running 
day and night, soldiers crowd the 
streets and sidewalks, restaurants, 
hotels, dance halls and other places 
where chow and entertainment are 
available. And they push elbows 
with brawny defense and industrial 
workers and thousands of working 
women folks, all in search of a place 
to spend their coin. 

There isn’t an idle juke box this 
side of the Mason-Dixon line, and 
even before gas and tire ratidning, 
many civilans—the ‘family trade’— 
started staying home in droves be- 
cause they couldn’t find dining and 
amusement space. Loss of their coin 
hasn’t even caused a wrinkle; all 
theatre, dance emporium, hotel] and 
restaurant managers are headaching 
about is lack. of space. OPM gets 
frequently and generously cussed— 
even by staunch patriots—because 
the lads hate to see so much coin 
waiting for space to be spent in. 
Theatres can’t enlarge—unless they 
have a fire—and most of them need 
hundreds of extra seats. Chains 
and private investors are waiting 
for the moment when they can take 
blueprints out of mothballs and start 
the hammer and saw racket, and 
most of the boys are worried for 
fear restrictions won’t relax before 
the war effds. 


$2,000,000 Peach Crop 


A $2,000,000 local peach crop 1s 
moving to market in hundreds of 
juicy iced carloads; and Georgia and 
North Carolina growers are selling, 
too. A $30,000,000 tobacco crop is 
ripening, and the top cotton crop of 
several decades soon will start 
whitening in the fields. 

Camp Croft here cost $10,000,000 
and is being enlarged. An army air 
base has come to town and the scene 
is the same in numerous other Dixie 
cities and towns. This city’s 31 cot- 
ton mills have a payroll approxi- 
mately $20,000,000 a year and num- 
erous other Carolina and Georgia 
communities are in the same pleas- 
ure boat. Banks want to lend 
money—not receive it on deposists 
and loan sharks are getting lonely. 
A mortgage is a scarce document 
and bank nites and similar give- 
away promotion faded 
moons ago. 

Huge U. S. Building 

During the past six months Dixie 
cunstruction contracts skyrocketed 
to $2,312,180,000, a new mark by 
several millions—and 100% ahead of 
the comparative 1941 period. Uncle 
Sam has poured more than a billion 
dollars into Army, Navy, housing and 
other projects down South, and 
hasn’t shown any signs of closing 
the flood gates. Sample projects in- 
clude a $6,000,000 war industrial 
plant in Burke county, N. C., where 
the 1942 wheat crop flourished: a 
$3,000,000 hospital at Swannanoa. N. 
C.; a $3,000,000 air schoo] at Court- 
land, Ala.; $3,000,000 more for a 
similar project at Gulfport, Miss.; 
ditto Boca Raton, Fla; ditto Raleigh, 
N. C.; ditto Frederick, Okla.: ditto 
Pecos, Texas; and a long string of 
others. 

All gold mines have their empty 
pockets and the Dixie strike is no 
exception, Theatres can’t expand 
and exhibitors aren’t allowed to 
build any new ones Radio and 


newspaper advertising is taking a 
beating—due to hea’’y losses on paid 
space for automobiles, tires, tubes 
and numerous other restricted items. 

Worst sufferers are newspapers 
with radio next. Promotion is diffi- 
cult to jell because most business 
men have more spot cash trade than 
they can handle anyway, excepting 
automobile dealers, several of whom 
have closed shop or heavily cur- 
tailed employees totals. 


BATTLE DUE ON 
MICH.’S NEW 37, 
‘USE TAX’ 


ied 


Detroit, July 14. 
Battle to determine whether a 3% 
tax on all film rentals will be 
assessed in Michigan has _ been 
resumed by the State Tax Admin- 


istration with the Allied Film Ex- 
change selected for the test case. 
Plan is being fought heavily by the 
State’s exhibitors who feel that the 
tax would be passed along to them 
but exchanges also are in the battle 
since many out-State houses are in 
tough financial straits and not up to 
any extra burden, 


Although Michigan now has a 
3% sales tax, the present plan is 
to assess the tax as a ‘use tax’ on 
a commodity which originates out- 
side the State. Thus far there has 
been no collection made on any of 
the exchanges but with Harry Gil- 
bert, branch manager for Allied, 
called upon to produce contracts 
and records on all films booked for 
the past two years, it paves the 
way for the State, if it so decides, 
to make the tax retroactive to the 
time of the ‘use tax’ having come 
into existence. 

Allied was selected for the test 
because it is the newest independent 
here and it makes it simpler to ar- 
rive at a decision than in bucking 
a major or larger independent with 
more numerous contracts. Should 
the Commission decide that it has 
been overlooking an important 
source of revenue in not having 
collected on the film rentals, it is 
felt that on all subsequent bookings 
the exhibitor will have 3% tacked 
on, in keeping with the regular pro- 
cedure on ‘sales tax’ collections 
here. 








Burglars Invade 2 St. L. 
Nabes; Take $193, Candy 


St. Louis, July 21. 

Burglars invaded two West End 
nabes last week and toted off a total 
of $193 and a quantity of candy. At 
the Uptown $150 in cash was taken 
from the office of manager Tony 
Matrici, $6 from an employe’s locker 
and $22 which represented War Sav- 
ings stamps. Entrance was gained 
through a second floor window. 

At the West End, a St. Louis 
Amusement Co. unit, a block away, 
burglars obtained $15 in cash and 
also emptied the candy machine. 





numerous | 





Efforts to open safes in both houses 
| failed. : 

Police last week nabbed a Negro 
| youth for breaking into the Star, a 
midtown flicker house operated by 
| Chris Efthin on May 25 and ducked 
;away with $332. When the cops 
| learned that the youth had made a 
trip to Memphis, they awaited his 
return and obtained a_ confession. 
He implicated two others, still at 
large. The prisoner said he served 
as lookout while the theatre office 
wag looted. He received $60 for his 
It. 





Denver Stick Up 
Denver, July 21. 

Two holdups robbed the Denver 
theatre of more than $2,500 soon 
after closing time Saturday night. 
Buying tickets they followed Bernie 
Hynes, manager and Helen Spiller, 
cashier, to the basement office where 
the receipts were to be counted. In 
the chase that followed the holdups’ 
car jumped the curb and one of the 
thugs, Oliver Coursey, 25, recently 
released from the Arizona peniter 
tiary, was captured, and about $1,500 
of the money recovered, 





Larry Sunbrock 


Continued from page 3 





week postponement, but Pressberg 
objected to that and the magistrate 
compromised on a one-week ad- 
journment. The case will come up 
next Monday (27), when Pressberg 
will claim that Andrews and Sun- 
brock locked him into a room in 
their headquarters at the Park Cen- 
tral hotel and that one, or both, 
socked him in the mouth. 


There were also two complaints 
filed against Sunbrock with the 
American Guild of Variety Artists. 
One. performer, the Great Siegfried, 
claimed he had been cancelled be- 
fore the first performance (12). An- 
other, N. Regenell, said he played 
one show and then was fired. Both 
asked AGVA to help them collect 
their full pay, but the talent union 
refused to take action because 
neither performer had bothered to 
get Sunbrock to give them AGVA 
form contracts, 


All the other performers in the 
show were on AGVA contracts, so 
the talent union made sure to collect 
their pay. Sunbrock, on AGVA'’s 
insistance, paid one-half of their full 
salaries on July 15; the other half on 
Saturday (18), the day before the 
show's closing. AGVA _ took into 
consideration Sunbrock’s previous 
financial difficulties and his runouts 
on performers twice in Los Angeles, 
once in Milwaukee, another time in 
St. Louis. His thrill circus opens 
Aug. 1 in the Yellow Jacket Stadium 
in Philadelphia. 


The Polo Grounds management is 
said to have demanded and received 
$15,000 advance rent against 20% of 
the gross. Sunbrock also had tickets 
on sale in some 57 Liggett drug- 
stores scattered over N. Y., the 
chain not getting any return other 
than plugs on some of Sunbrock’s 
spot announcements over local radio 
stations. It’s not known how the 
Polo Grounds got its cut on this 
type of ticket sale. 


Bad Accident 


At least one big civil suit against 
Sunbrock may come out of the Polo 
Grounds date. That was the acci- 
dent early last week when one of 
the daredevil auto drivers, after 
crashing through a brick wall, also 
crashed into an arena box and seri- 
ously injured a spectator. Latter 
suffered fractures of both legs, some 
cracked ribs and other injuries. 

Radio Stations Promoted 

Sunbrock bought the radio spot 
announcements he had on N. Y. 
local outlets with nothing but orders 
on the Polo Grounds boxoffice. A 
few of the bigger indies got a little 
scratch on the line, but every sta- 
tion was holding Sunbrock’s paper. 

Payoff day (16) had the stations 
getting checks dated for the 17th 
and signed by Ton. Packs, St. Louis 
wrestling promoter, who vouched 
for Sunbrock in N. Y. About $10,000 
in checks were certified Friday 
morning (17). 

Sunbrock made his deals direct 
and, so far as can be discovered, was 
the first person to promote every 
station operator. Stations normally 
refuse any business that is not 
cleared through a responsible ad- 
vertising agency or c.o.d. Even ‘per 
inquiry’ deals call for stations to 
take their share before forwarding 
orders and money to the sponsor. 





Mpls. Still Remembers 
Minneapolis, July 21. 
Report of Larry Sunbrock’s ‘Thrill 
| Show’ financial difficulties in New 
| York recalls to local natives un- 





| happy memories of their experience 
| : . . 
| with the impressario-promoter here 


| two years ago. Sunbrock blew in to 
| stage his ‘Thrill Show’ at the Audi- 
| torium and gave the impression of 
| having unlimited funds. He incur- 
red heavy obligations right and left, 
money apparently being no object. 
Many of these obligations still are 
unsatisfied. 


The ‘Thrill Show’ was a boxoffice 
flop and Sunbrock beat it out of 
town leaving creditors holding the 
bag for several thousand dollars. 
They’ve been trying ever since to 
attach his boxoffice, but unsuccess- 
fully. 


When he came here Sunbrock im- 
pressed some of the localites with 
yarns about the fortunes cleaned up 
by his show in Los Angeles, Detroit 
and other cities. He spent a small 
fortune on advance radio ballyhoo. 
His radio announcements were dif- 
ferent from anything ever neard be- 
fore—mostly noise—and expert ad- 
vertisers figured they were money 
thrown away as far as concerned 
creating any desire on the public’s 
part to see his show. 











Back in the Saddle 


Hollywood, July 21. 

Film cowboys of two genera- 
tions gallop across the vision in 
a compilation of old and new 
heroes as one of Columbia’s se- 
ries of Screen Snapshots to be 
produced and directed by Ralph 
Staub. 

Tom Mix, Bill Hart, Jack 
Hoxie, Harry Carey, Buck Jones 
and Hoot Gibson appear in in- 
formal shots, followed by a 
cavalcade of more recent buck- 
aroos, winding up with Gene 
Autry in an Air Corps uniform, 
without spurs. 


OWEN REPLACES 
UNGER AT PAR 


Hugh Owen, who had been south- 
western district manager for Para- 
mount at Dallas, arrived in New 
York Saturday (18) to assume the 
post of eastern division head, suc- 
ceeding J. J. Unger, resigned. While 
reported two weeks ago that Owen 
would take over Unger’s work at 
the Par’s homeoffice, no official an- 
nouncement has been made pending 
clearing of the decks on deals and 
other matters by Unger. 

Unger, who has been with Par 
18 years, yesterday (Tuesday) of- 
ficially confirmed his resignation 
from the company to take effect 
Aug. 1. 

Though understood that a deal was 
on under which Unger would join 
RKO, it is denied that he is set to go 
into that company. He may have 
something else in work, but is mak- 
ing no announcement of plans at 
this time. Unger states he will an- 
nounce future plans after taking a 
vacation on checking out of Par. 


Jim Donohue, former branch man- 
ager for Par at Chicago, succeeds 
Owen at Dallas. He stepned into 
the district post there Monday (20). 

















Pix Critic Bill Boehnel 
Dies Suddenly at Age 44 


William Boehnel’s death at 44, 
Friday (17) ended his 13 years as 
the first string film critic on the 
N. Y. World-Telegram. Highly re- 
spected by his colleagues, Boehnel 
had been a former president of the 


N. Y. Film Critics Circle. His death 
occurred from a sudden heart at- 
tack suffered during a visit with 


Herbert Wilcox, film director, at the 
home of S. Barrett McCormick, RKO 
publicity and advertising director. 

Boehnel, a native of N. Y., first 
started his newspaper career with 
the Hearst organization. He later 
joined the N. Y. Times, serving in 
the radio department until 1929, 
when he went to the Telegram as 
picture critic. He had often headed 
‘Variety’s’ (now discontinued) box- 
score for film critics. 

His last two articles published in 
the Saturday (18) issue of the W-T 
(the day after his death) included 
his all-time, 10-best picture selec- 
tions, tabulated as follows: ‘How 
Green Was My Valley,’ ‘Potemkin,’ 
‘Captains Courageous,’ ‘The  In- 
former,’ ‘A Farewell to Arms,’ ‘Mr. 
Deeds Goes to Town,’ ‘The Birth of 
a Nation,’ ‘The Big Parade,’ ‘M’ and 
‘Mrs. Miniver.” The other article 
was a not unfavorable review of 
‘The Big Shot,’ current Warner Bros. 
picture at the N. Y. Strand. 

His wife, Mollie Ricardel, actress 
and writer, survives, as does their 
five-year-old daughter, Anne. Both 
were staying at their summer home 
in Middlebury, Vt., at the time of his 
death. He also leaves a_ brother, 
Robert Boehnel, with RKO publicity 
dent. ; 

Funeral services held Monday (20) 
in the chapel of St. Bartholomew's 
Church, followed by cremation at 
Fresh Pond, L. I. 

Approximately 150 attended the 
services, including many of Boeh- 
nel’s' newspaper’ colleagues - and 
friends in the picture business. 


Keeper of the War Paint 


Hollywood, July 21. 

Director job on ‘Sioux City,’ a 
biography of America’s biggest 
aboriginal town, goes to H. Bruce 
Humberstone, with Bryan Foy pro- 
ducing, at 20th-Fox. 

Tale is based on a historical novel 
by J. Hiatt Downing, scripted by 
Edward -Paramore, for Technicolor 











production, starting late in August. 





F&M Sues St. L. 
Associates For 
Stock Control 





St. Louis, July 21. 

A tussle for control of the St, 
Louis Amus. Co.’s stock was touched 
off Friday (17) when the Fanchon 
& Marco Enterprises, Inc., filed two 
suits in the Circuit Court to gain 
control of 52% of capital stock in 
the Amusement Co. and to enjoin 
the Ambassador Investment’ Corp, 
and the Amusement Co. from using 
the 52% majority in voting at a 
stockholders’ meeting Thursday (30), 


The first suit named Thomas N. 
Dysart, prez of the local Chamber 
of Commerce, and Frederick W. 
Straus, members of the Central 
Properties First Mortgage Bank- 
holders’ Committee, as defendants 
along with the Ambassador Invest- 
ment Corp. and the Ambassador 
Building Corp. It alleged that under 
an option executed July 30, 1936, 
and valid for 10 years, the F&M 
Enterprises could purchase the 52% 
controlling interest at any time. 


In the second suit, F&M asked 
that Dysart and Clarence M. Turley, 
prez and sec respectively of the 
Ambassador Investment Corp. and 
the St. Louis Amus. Co. be enjoined 
from using the 52% majority in 
voting at a stockholders’ meeting 
July 30 when amendments to issue 
stock and increase the Board of Di- 
rectors from five to seven members 
will be decided. 


Film row observers see in the 
filing of the suit a parting ofethe 
ways between F&M and biggies in 
the Amusement Co. which owns 30 
nabes in St. Louis and adjacent St. 
Louis County and which are oper- 
ated under the 10-year contract by 
F&M. Additionally F&M also oper- 
ates the 5,000-seater Fox in midtown, 
the Missouri, St. Louis and Ambass- 
ador. The Ambassador, downtown 
deluxer which was shuttered last 
May 13 on the grounds that ‘A’ film 
fodder was not available and oper- 
ation of the house could be ac- 
complished only at a loss, will re- 
open this month. 


A. J. BALABAN DUE TO 
SIGN FOR ROXY TODAY 


A. J. Balaban will probably con- 
summate his deal for the operation 
of the Roxy, Broadway, at a 
powwow with Spyros Skouras today 
(Wed.) at the 20th Century-Fox 
home office. 

Terms of Balaban’s five-year deal 
are set. Only: to be approved are 
the initialing of certain set provisos 
which the erstwhile B&K head 
wants, such as insurance of choice 
film product, latitude on greater 
band and stageshow adjuncts, etc. 





on 





Hirliman’s Examination 
In $300,000 Agfa Suit 


An examination before trial 
granted to George A. Hirliman, in- 


dependent producer, in his $300,000 
damage suit against General Aniline 
& Film Corp., Agfa Ansco Corp. and 
the Agfa Raw Film Corp., is ,sched- 
uled for today (22) in the offices of 
Fitelson & Mayers, attorneys repre- 
senting the plaintiff. 

The suit involves an alleged defec- 
tive 34,000 feet of film stock pur- 
chased from the defendents by Hirli- 
man and delivered to him for use in 
the filming of a feature picture, 
‘Fight on Marines’ in Coral Gables, 
Fla., Oct. 12, 1942. Claiming the fin- 
ished product was defective and un- 
clear, Hirliman alleged the loss 
thereby of a deal to make six addi- 
tional pictures. Damages are also 
sought for alleged breach of guaran- 
tees relating to the condition and 
quality of the film purchased. 





Seiler on Steel Shift 
Hollywood, July 21. 


Lew Seiler shifts from Warners 
to Universal on a loanout deal to 
direct {Pittsburgh,’ a tale of the steel 
industry in wartime. 

Picture will be produced as & 
package deal by Bob Fellows, start- 








ing Aug. 3. 
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‘THIS IS ARMY’ NOT FOR SALE. 





Independent Stations Find British 


Programs Useful Re-broadcasts; 


10 Longwavers Now Carry BBC 





British Broadcasting Corp., is cur- 
rently feeding news and_ special 
shows to some 70 longwave outlets 
in the U. S. on a regularly scheduled 
basis and to thrice that number on 
a spot basis. All shows are pickups 
of the daily North American Serv- 
ice of the BBC. Stations take pro- 
grams with a shortwave receiver and 
feed them out longwave. BBC signal 
into this continent is strong enough 
to stand reairing without use of 
booster equipment. 

The 70-odd stations air at least 
a daily quarter hour News, at 5:45 
and 6:45 p.m. (Eastern War Time) 
gives indie outlets hot war and for- 
eign coverage, since programs stem 
from London just about time the 
London morning papers are going to 
press, and carry late developments. 
And since these: news programs in- 
clude commentary and propaganda 
‘analysis, the independent stations 
have something that stands up to the 
crack foreign coverage of the net- 
work stations. Specials are also 
valuable as audience holders. One 
of these is ‘Radio Newsreel’—docu- 
mentary film technique applied to 
radio news coverage; another is 
‘Democracy Marches’ which air dif- 
ferent feature each night with every 
program having a definite North 
American angle. 

Cuffo 

All programs are available gratis, 
for the asking, Stations sign a memo 
that the shows will not be com- 
mercialized, that a responsible sta- 
tion exec will report periodically on 
what programs were carried. It is 
from these reports that BBC knows 
that 70-odd stations are regularly 
carrying its programs with two of 
these stations feeding shows to re- 
os networks—WNEW to Atlantic 

soast Net, KVOS to Evergreen Re- 
gional in pacific northwest. 

All stations are protected as to 
clearance and exclusives with rule 
of thumb operating on first-come- 
first-served basis. Thus the mutual 
Broadcasting System’s BBC service 
differs from the material fed to the 
70 independents with precautions 
taken to see that stations with simi- 
lar service areas do not air com- 


peting programs. 

These BBC pickups were an after- 
math of the ‘Namesake Exchange 
Programs’ that BBC started in No- 
vember of last year. Idea had, for 
example, Easton, Pa., exchanging a 
program with Easton, England. As 


a result local station in U. S. started 
querying BBC re possibility cf pick- 
ing up BBC shortwave stuff. 

From time to time BBC office in 
New York solicits comment from 
Stations with an eye toward im- 
proving the North American Serv- 
ice. The most recent solicitation re- 
sulted in the 5:45 p.m, news show. 
Since every BBC transmitter oper- 
ates on a 24 hour schedule the earl- 
ler starting time required a major 
revision in BBC programing. To 
warrant the shift BBC asked domes- 
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GEORGE KERN A CAPTAIN 


Benton & Bowles Business Manager 
Trains at Princeton 











George Kern, business manager of | 
the Benton & Bowles agency’s radio 
department, has received a commis- | 
sion as captain in the supply service | 
of the army. He reports at Prince- | 
ton University Aug. 2 for four-weeks 
training. 


double over into Kern’s job for the | 
duration. 


MAIL POUCH 
BUYS ON BLUE 


The Blue Network has sold ‘Coun- 
ter Spy’ to Mail Pouch Tobacco with 
Sept. 28 as the starting date. The 
period will be Monday, 9-9:30 p.m. 
and the hookup, 59 stations. 

The network may allow other af- 
filiates to take the series sustaining 
and, wherever possible, sell it locally. 
‘Spy’ is a Phillips Lord production. 


Consolidated Aircraft 
May Use Radio Via Y&R; 
LaRoche, Larmon West 


ediecnuelk July 21. 
Advertising campaign for Consoli- 
dated Aircraft, which may 











next week with the arrival from 
the east of Chet LaRoche and Sig 
Larmon, of Youn: & Rubicam 
agency. 

Account went to Y & R recently 
after considerable competitive pres- 
entation. 


JONES, WADE RADIO, 
ON OWN IN CHICAGO : 


"tla July 2 


Wade Advertising, who in past sea- 
sons produced the ‘Uncle Ezra’ show 
and later the Alee Templeton shows | 
for the networks, takes over the 
Jones spot. 


tic autlets to guarantee rebroadcasts 
and instituted the additional news- 
cast when 22 stations | cleared t ime. 








Honeywell Becomes First of Blue’s 
Wartime “Teamed Sponsorship’ Clients 





The Blue Network has obtained its 
first contract under the ‘teamed 
Sponsorship’ plan. The account is 
the Minneapolis Honeywell Co. and 
the program with which it allied is 
‘Alias John Freedom,’ clearing over 
the full Blue network Monday, 10:15- 
10:45 p.m. 

Honeywell’s sponsorship _ starts 
Aug. 3. Even though the ‘teamed 
Sponsorship’ plan calls for the asso- 
ciation of four advertisers with a 
half-hour program, the Blue is going 
right ahead with the single account 
at hand. Under the plan each of the 
four accounts is to receive the con- 

‘nitrated plug once in four weeks 





and mention on the successive three 
broadcasts. 

Until other accounts are lined up 
with the ‘John Freedom’ series 
Honeywell will get long plugs every 
four weeks and mere mention on the , 
subsequent three programs, and, as | 
the plan provides, it will be billed 
only for the time and program cost 
of each fourth broadcast. 








Veepeeship for Richards 
Guy Richards, of the Compton 
agency media department, has been 
elected a vice-president of the firm. | 
He joined the agency in 1935. 





Franklin Owens, time buyer, will | 


include | ° 
a radio series, will be discussed here | 


William E. Jones, radio 2 nar 
for the Wade Advertising Agency, 
who produced the National Barn 
Dance for the past nine years, has 
left this agency to free-lance. Jones | ! 
has opened his own offices. 

Edward Simmons, affiliated with 


| tion 
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“AAOIO GRIEF TO0 


Disruption of Army Camps 
Might Result If Talent 
Had to Be Delivered 
Weekly —So Higher-Ups 
Order That No Sponsor- 
ship Be Contracted for 
Irving Berlin’s Stage Mu-' 
sical 





EZRA STONE’S CASE 





U. S. Army heads have nixed the 
radio sale of Irving Berlin's ‘This 
Is the Army,’ which was reputedly 
offered $10,000 per week by Pabst 
Beer of Milwaukee for 13 weeks and 
would have meant an additional 
$130,000 for the Army Emergency 
Relief Fund plus probable renewals. 

While no official explanation was 
given for the definite icing of a 
possible radio deal, it’s reported the 
Army authorities feared a minor dis- 
ruption of the armed forces. Such 
1. radio program would have en- 
tailed the ‘borrowing’ of topflight 
| talent now in uniform, with the nec- 
| essary transfers, etc., creating a 
problem the Army doesn’t want to 
handle. 

Meanwhile, the tour of 
beginning in the fall, 
quite a problem for 
Family’ show, starring Sgt. Ezra 
Stone, who staged and is impor- 
tantly cast in the show at the Broad- 





‘Army,’ 
will create 
the ‘Aldrich 


| way, N. Y. 
‘Aldrich’ in Doubt 
‘Aldrich Family,’ it is expected, 


| will have to take a temporary res- 

| pite from the air when Stone goes 
'on tour with the all-soldier mu- 
sical. 


Status of the ‘Aldrich’ hiatus is 





| vague as yet, it hinging entirely on 
plans for the tour, of which the 
| Army has released no schedule. The 
only thing definite is that if the 
{jaunt is so arranged as to make 
it improbable for Stone to do his 
regular Thursdgy night stint as 

‘Henry,’ the ‘Aldrich’ show may not | 
| be heard at all. 

It may be, of course, that ‘Army’ 
will play only larger cities and Stone 
suld possibly do broadcasts from 
them. That would take a lot of 
irrangin however, such as taking | 
the w * cast and rwoduction staff | 
-country and it is not certain | 
that it is practical. 

Meantime, Stone and the sponsors 
of the radio show await the Army’s | 
plans for the tour. 

CBS, NBC Were Willing 
CBS was prepared to revise its 
attitude toward beer accounts in | 
order to accept the sponsorship of | 
‘This Is the Army’s’ radio version. | 
Though it has never had a firm anti | 


Cross 


policy on the subject of beer, Co- 
lumbia has showed a disinclination | 
for five years to open its network 


schedule to the beverage. As one 
CBS official explained it yesterday 
(Tuesday ), the network figured that | 

| didn’t want a rule to stand in the; 
way of the Army and Navy Relief { 
Funds benefiting from as much as 
$520,000 a year through the radio | 
sale of the Berlin show. 

It is understood that NBC was 
likewise prepared to change its pol- 
icy on beer if the same sponsor 
chose to nod in its direction. 


MAX WILK QUITS BIOW 
AS CHAS. MARTIN AIDE 


Max Wilk has resigned as produc- 
assistant to Charles Martin, 
writer-director of the Philip Morris 
‘Playhouse’ on CBS for the Biow 
agency. He will probably go into 
the Army soon, but in the mean- 
time may take another jok. He is 
the son of Jake Wilk, eastern story 
editor of Warner Bros. 

Betty Mandeville continues as 
casting director of the ‘Playhouse.’ 











| into three segments. 
ito run off 30 of the announcements 


Government Lecture Gets Results; 
MUGH TO SOLVE, Argentine Stations Now Present 
Prestige Gestures to Culture 





BBC EXECS ARRIVE 


| Wellington Back to New York With 
Maurice Gorham 








Lindsay Wellington has returned 
from his visit to the home office of 
the British Broadcasting Corp. With 
him from London has come Maurice 
Gorham for a stay in the U. S. A. 


Gorham, in charge of the North 
American shortwave service for the 
BBC, was last here in 1938. 


TRANSAMERK’S 
WINSLOW SET 





The ‘Don Winslow of the Navy’ 
serial is slated to go Blue Network 
Sept. 28, for Post Toasties (General 
Foods). The hookup will take in 
every Blue outlet, namely, 122 sta- 
tions, and the period will be 6-6:30 
p.m. across the board. 

Transamerican will produce the 
network series, 


To Ask Philly Canteen 
To Desist From Stalking 
Local Radio Sponsor 


Philadelphia, July 21. 
The Philly branch of the American 
Theatre Wing’s Stage Door Canteen 
was ordered to cease negotiating for 
a radio sponsor by the parent group 
because of the air deal the New 








York branch made with Corn 
Products. 
The local canteen was virtually all 


broadcast for a Philly spe- 
shop over WCAU when word 
that the project should be 


set to 
cialty 
came 


| dropped because it would take some 
j of tne 


| York show 


away from the New 


CBS. 


FAWCETT’S TRUE MAG 
PRIMES AIR CAMPAIGN 


True Magazine (Fawcett) is issu- 
ing contracts through the Joseph 
Katz agency for batches of 80 one- 
minute announcements. The selec- 
tion of markets is determined by the 
mag’s circulation setup. 

The schedule has been split up 
It is proposed 


play 
ove! 


between Aug. 26 and Sept. 17, 30 
more between Sept. 23 and Oct, 7, 
and the remaining 20 as ea agi 


| betwe ween Oct. 23 aad Nov. 





Buenos Aires, July 10. 


Official order to Argentine broad- 
casters to ‘clean house or else’ has 
resulted in improvements affecting 
both the major and minor transmit- 
ters, with indications by officialdom 
that the voluntary scrubbing is 
likely to be satisfactory 

Owners were called in early in 
May by Dr. Horacio Rivarola, head 
of the Direccion General de Correos 
y Telegrafos (Postoffice) and told 
that the radio situation, especially 
as regards types of programs and 
advertising, couldn’t be permitted to 
continue. Broadcasters — largest 
group of commercial transmitters in 
tl world outside of the U. S—were 
given examples by Rivarola’s chief 
of Direccion de Radiocomunica- 
ciones, Adolfo Costantino. 


Radio Belgrano LR 3, one of the 
two largest locals, which was given 
the strongest spanking, has taken 
the warning most to heart and in the 
last fortnight has spread itself with 
a sponsored symphony series and 
other prestige offerings. Station and 
its web; La Primera Cadena de 
Broadcastings, has also trimmed 
down some of the excess verbiage 
and cleaned up a number of overly 
exuberant programs. 

Radio Splendid (LR 4), 
not come in for so much criticism, 
has shown itself cooperative with 
the new policy by vo! ..arily going 
ahead with large nu er of cultural 
programs, apparently an effort to 
o ‘et any brickbats be vre they are 


which did 


tossed. 
El Mundo «LR 1) and its chain 
Red Azul y Blanca, with less 


criticism than any of the others, has 
not departed from previous policy, 
which has long stressed quality serv- 
ice (transmissions of the kind that 
last year won it ‘Variety’s’ Show- 
management trophy). 

One step which the government 
has already taken on its own is de- 
velopment of a plan for licenses for 
all announcers. Idea will be to re- 
quire all to get a certificate just like 
medicos or dentists, after passing an 
examination in grammar, history 
and general intelligence. Comision 
de Bellas Artes, semi-official body, 
has already done some work to 
prove the standard’ of mike spielers, 
but licensing move will be 
pulso1y, Majority of better stations 
think it’s a good idea, especially as 
licenses will keep some of the more 
enthusiastic and less brainy sponsors 
from foisting their favorite spielers 
on to the air. One hitch might be 
the government’s elimination of an- 
nouncers it doesen’t like simply by 
refusing them licenses, but broad- 
casters here do not feel danger too 
great. 


‘Im- 


com- 


THOMPSON’S OWN SHOW? 
Hollywood, July 21. 
Producer Dick Mack has designs 
on Fibber McGee and Molly’s Bill 
Thompson, versatile dialectition 
He wants him as a program regu- 
lar. 





Guy Hamilton Leaves McClatchy’s 5 
After 30 Yrs.; Howard Lane Joins CBS 





San Francisco, July 21. 

Guy Hamilton is slated to quit 
as general manager of the McClatchy 
radio and newspaper interests Aug. 
15 after over 30 years of service with 
the organization. Hamilton, one of 
the most prominent figures in either 
field on the west coast, handed in his 
resignation recently following a dis- 
agreement over policy with Eleanor 
McClatchy, -heir to the properties. 
A general overhauling of the Mc- 
Clatchy executive setup is antici- 
pated. 

Immediately after Hamilton acted 
Howard Lane, business manager of 
the McClatchy. stations also re- 





signed and accepted an offer from 
the Columbia Broadcasting System 
to become central division field man- 
ager of the network’s expanded re- 
lations setup. 





Lane in Chicago 

Howard Lane will have his office 
in Chicago. The other two field 
managers connected with this CBS 
development are William A. Schudt, 
Jr., and Edwin Buckalew. 

As head of the eastern division 
Schudt will operate out of New 
York, while Buckaléw as western 
manager will have his office in Los 
Angeles 
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Nearly All KGW-KEX Local Programs 


Taken for New 


Market Opening 


Huge Tent Setup Next to Store 





Portland, Ore., July 21. 

Entire local program schedule of 
stations KGW and KEX were taken 
over July 10-11 by the Broadway 
Columbia Market in Portland for its 
grand opening. Besides six regular 
local programs, 12 quarter-hour 
broadeasts, titled ‘Special Food 
Show.’ were presented. Virtually 
the entire KGW-KEX personnel of 
announcers, actors, musicians, and 
writers and production men were 
headquartered at the market for the 
two-day event. 

Huge tent, adjacent to the mar- 
ket building, was erected, with stage 
and seats for spectators. Special 
programs included audience-partici- 
pation quizzes, with participants re- 
ceiving products handled by the 
market. Among the regular local 
shows originating there for the oc- 
asion were ‘Personality Hour,’ 

ames -Abbe’s news, ‘Patty Jean’s 
Keep Fit Club,’ ‘Homekeepers Cal- 
endar,’ ‘Kneass with the News’ and 
‘Funny Money Man.’ 

Sale of the campaign was handled 

rough James Mount and Arch 
Son of the KWG-KEX commer- 
cial department. Production man- 
ager Homer Welch was in charge. 


AFRA Seeks 
New Clauses 
With Agents 


Negotiations have already been 
started by the American Federation 
of Radio Artists and the Artists Rep- 
resentatives Assn. for a renewal of 

eir agreement, which does not ex- 
pire until Nov. 1, 1943. 

AFRA is known to desire several 
important changes in the present 
pact, but the talks so far have not 
gotten beyond generalities. Idea of 
starting the negotiations so early is 
to avoid the necessity of last-minute 
rush, 


GOLDEN GATE QUARTET 
WITH AMOS ’N’ ANDY 


Hollywood, July 21. 

Next week’s three shots with 
Amos ’n’ Andy are in the nature of 
an andition for the Golden Gate 
Quartet, as prelude to staying on the 
program all next season. 

Spiritual singers are here for 
Paramount’s ‘Star Spangled Rhythm,’ 
hence the A&A simultaneous tieup. 

















Warren Wade a Captain, 
Trains at Astoria, L. I. 


Warren Wade, an NBC television 
director, joins the U. S. Signal Corps 


tomorrow (Thursday) with the 
commission of Captain. 
He will start training at the 


Army’s studio at Astoria, L. IL. 





Reorganize KYA, Frisco 


San Francisco, July 21. 
Reorganization of KYA staff under 
new ownership made E. E. Rountree, 
assistant manager; Don Fedderson, 
sales manager; Winthrop Martin, 
publicity director, replacing Ruth 





Keator; Alfred Frankenstein, musi- 
cal consultant; Jack Temple, brother 
of Shirley, announcer; and Conrad 
Loring, auditor. Deane Stewart, act- 
ing manager, resumed former job of 


program director. 


Arthur E. McDonald, former sales 
manager of KEHE, Hollywood, has 


joined KSFO sales staff. 


Kathryn Vernon a WAAC 


Knoxville, Tenn., July 21. 
Kathryn Gaston Vernon, contin- 





uity writer for WROL (NBC), went 
to Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps 
school at Des Moines this week after 


being accepted at Fourth Army 
Corps Headquarters, Atlanta. 

She’s divorced wife of Richard 
Vernon, British film producer. 


Mennen Takes Jarred 


Mennen’s has returned to the news- 
sponsoring fold on the west coast 
The account, which walked out of 
spot to go network with the whilom 
‘Capt, Flagg-Sergt. Quirt’ series, has 
signed up for three quarter hours a 
week on the CBS Pacific network. 
It’s using Bob Jarred at 7:30 a.m. 

It’s the schedule setup that Men- 
nen maintained for a year. 








General Motors Workers 
Discs Cut in N. Y. By Craig 
For Campbell-Ewald Agcy. 


General Motors is producing a 
series of quarter hour programs de- 
signed to inform its workers on the 
progress of its war production. 
Campbell-Ewald is handling the ac- 
count with Walter Craig as its radio 
producer. Transamerican is casting 
the series, 

Being cut at World Broadcasting, 
New York. 

Walter Craig, production director 
of station A, N. Y., is cutting 
the Campbell- -£wald series this week 
and leaving for Hollywood next 
week to record another transcription 
series for Rexall. The latter will 
wax Juty 31, final day of the Petrillo 
deadline. 

Because of the uncertainties, Craig 
ordered a repeat of the whole talent 
setup he used for Rexall on a former 
Hollywood jaunt, namely, Meredith 
Willson’s orchestra, Ken Murray, 
Harlow Wileox and Ken Baker. This 
ig Rexall’s periodic one-cent sale. 


ELAINE CARRINGTON 
ON WESTERN TRIP 


Elaine Sterne Carrington, author- 
of ‘Pepper Young’s Family’ and 
‘When a Girl Marries’ is currently 
touring the west, but is continuing 
her writing on the trip. She dic- 
tates her scripts, so has arranged in 
advance for a stenographer to be 
ready in each of the principal cities 
she visits. She’s already several 
weeks ahead on scripts for both 
serials, 

After stopoffs in Sun Valley, Seat- 
tle, San Francisco, Hollywood and 
Grand Canyon, Miss Carrington is 
due back east in about three weeks. 














Armstrong Race Results 
Off WBYN, Brooklyn 


Armstrong Racing Publications 
has taken its racing results off 
WBYN, Brooklyn, and is shopping 
around for another local outlet to 
go along with its WINS airing. Out- 
fit has always used two stations in 
the past on the basis that protection 
against interruption of service is 
worth the duplication of coverage. 

So far no luck on an outlet with 
the publication reported to have 
toned down its requirements to 
where it is willing to air results 
only at the end of a recording, not 
break-in as they have in the past. 








Donald G. Lerch, Jr., has resigned 
as Farm Director at KDKA, Pitts- 
burgh, to join the staff of the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture in Wash- 
ington. 





OTHO F. HUMPHREYS, JR. 


America’s newest station, WSNY, 


Schenectady, has just appointed 
Otho F. Humphreys, Jr., tO serve 
as a full-time and exclusive national 
representative, 

Humphreys, was long account 
executive with the Yankee Network 
and CBS. He will represent WSNY 
exclusively. 


Howard Blake's 
Trade-Off Plan, 
Discs for Time 


Howard Blake, operating as the 
United Broadcasting System, is sub- 
mitting to stations throughout the 
country a new twist in the free 
transcriptions for free time proposi- 
tion. Blake was formerly with the 
Franklin Bruck agency. 

Blake’s is strictly a transcription 
clearing setup. It’s his plan to fur- 
nish stations for daytime airing re- 
corded versions of leading night- 
time network commercial programs. 
He collects nothing from the station 
for the service and the stations don’t 
bill him for the-time. Blake de- 
pends for his profit on the sale of 
the pressings to the commercials in- 
volved. The network advertiser 
pays so much for a hundred or more 
recordings and Blake does the serv- 
icing to stations without further 
charge. 


FARNSWORTH FISCAL 
FATE OKAY IN WAR 


Fort Wayne, Ind., July 21. 

Net income of the Farnsworth 
Television & Radio Corp., Fort 
Wayne, for the year ended April 30, 
1942, totaled $642,237, or 46 cents a 
share, as compared with net loss of 
$181,857 for the previous fiscal year, 
and net loss of $749,741 for 1940. 
Gross income amounted to $10,433,- 
118, more than double the $5,165,905 
gross of the preceding 12 months. 
Plants are totally converted to war 
work, 























J. Walter Thompson To 
Place Starch Blurbs 


J. Walter Thompson agency has 
started to make up a station list for 
the spot campaign in behalf of Pen- 
nick & Ford’s starch brand. The 
announcements will run at the rate 
of from 10 to 20 a week. 

Only outlet to get a contract s0 
far is WREC, Memphis. The sched- 
ule started with that station Mon- 





day (20). 





Two Sterling Serials Leave Blue 





Sterling Products is taking its re- 
maining two daytime serials off the 
Blue network. Although the account 
hints that both shows will return to 
the air in the fall, there is no in- 
dication that the Blue will get them 
again then. 

The two new cancellations involve 
‘Just Plain Bill’ and ‘John’s Cther 
Wife, both of which fold from the 
Blue after the July 31 broadcasts. 
Previously reported going off the 
Blue were ‘Second Husband’ and 





‘Just Plain Bill’ and ‘John’s Other Wife’ Off—May 
Return to ‘Air in the Fall 


‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill,’ which 
Sterling Products is shifting to CBS. 
Departure of the two final serials 
will vacate the entire 11-12 a.m. pe- 
riod on the Blue, 

‘Just Plain Bill’ is written by Rob- 
ert Andrews and directed by Martha 
Atwell. ‘John’s Other Wife’ is writ- 
ten by Ruth Borden and directed by 
Lester Vail. Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert is the agency on both shows, 
as well as ‘Second Husband’ and 
‘Amanda.’ 








The Writing Michael Family 





Sandra’s Sister and Brother Also Doing Radio 
Scripts—Sisters Now Co-Authors 


oe? 
vw 





Tums’ Idea Regurgitates 


Chicago, July 21. 

‘Wheel of Fortune’ started this 
week Monday through Friday, from 
9 to 9:15 am. over WCFL. Sponsor 
is the Hirsch Clothing Company of 
this city. 

Spinning wheels pick out tele- 
phone numbers, whose owners are 
awarded five dollars, if they are lis- 
tening. If winner does not hear 
broadcast, money rides on next num- 
ber. 








Commons Hears More Of 
Gladstone Murray’s Cash 
Expense Disbursements 





Montreal, July 21. 


Gladstone Murray, Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. general man- 
ager, assumed before the House of 
Commons Radio Committee Monday 
(13) fuil responsibility for the cor- 
poration’s expense account practice 
which had drawn sharp criticism 
from some committee members. 

In a statement given the commit- 
tee just before it completed hearing 
evidence, Mr. Murray said expenses 
which he had charged were neces- 
sary but he had been told by the 
corporation’s treasurer, Harry “ald- 
win, that criticism might result 
from his failure to provide detailed 
statements on vouchers, 

‘Whatever blame or _ discredit 
flows from this practice is entirely 
mine,’ Murray said, adding that he 
had suffered grievously from paying 
too little attention to the advice of 
the treasurer. ‘I have not the slight- 
est doubt of the necessity for the 
expenses that are questioned,’ he as- 
serted. 

Baldwin in earlier evidence took 
exception to use of the term ‘dere- 
liction of duty’ applied to him by 


M. J. Coldwell, Cooperative 
Commonwealth Federation House 
Leader, at a previous meeting. 


Coldwell said the words ‘may have 
been toc strong.’ 

Baldwin said he had no reason to 
suppose, as Committee Chairman 
Dr. J. J. McCann suggested, that 
Murray had been overdrawn in his 
expense account when the general 
manager’s base allowance and trav- 
elling expenses were increased. Mc- 
Cann said he had ‘very grave sus- 
picions.’ 

The committee today (13) ended 
its publie meetings, which began 
May 6, and will meet in camera to 
give preliminary consideration to a 
report, 


‘SMARTY PARTY’ FIRST 
FROM FRISCO SET-UP 


San Francisco, July 21. 

The first regularly scheduled va- 
riety show fo originate in San Fran- 
cisco’s Radio City for the Natiorial 
Broadcasting Company hookup went 
on the air from KPO Saturday (18) 
afternoon. 

The show is ‘Smarty Party.’ 











General Electric’s WGY 
Salutes Newcomer WSNY 


Schenectady, N. Y., July 21. 

WGY made a graceful gesture 
when it staged a 15-minute supper- 
hour show in tribute to the new 
WSNY. The top men of the latter, 
Winslow P. (Tiny) Leighton and 
George R. Nelson, were associated 
with the 50,000-watter before they 
opened an advertising agency here. 

Other WGY alumni on WSNY staff 
are: Col. Jim Healey, news editor 
and commentator; Ed Flynn, pro- 
gram manager; Gwendolyn Hath- 
away, conductor of femme pro- 
grams; Irving Beck, chief engineer, 
and Gene Graves, announcer. 


Seversky on NBC Weekly 


Major Alexander P. de Seversky, 
airplane designer and author of ‘Vic- 
tory Through Air Power,’ begins a 
weekly commentary for NBC Aug. 1, 

It will be the Saturday 7:45-8 p.m. 











period. 





Gerda Michael, who has just 
started collaborating with her sis- 
ter, Sandra Michael, on the writing 
of ‘Against the Storm,’ gets co- 
author billing. Sponsors and agen- 
cies usually don’t permit a name 
scripter to share billing with a col- 
laborator, but Procter & Gamble 
and the Compton agency have 
okayed it in this case. The serial is 
heard on NBC. 

Although she was sole author sev- 
eral years ago of the serial, ‘We 
Live Again,’ subbed for Jane Cru- 
Sinberry one summer on the writ- 
ing of ‘Mary Marlin’ and col- 
laborated with Sandra on ‘Party 
Line,’ Gerda Michael has been in- 
active as a writer recently. How- 
ever, she has written two or three 
‘Against the Storm’ episodes during 
the last year or so. 

Sandra Michael will lecture next 
Tuesday (28) before the radio class 
of the School of Speech at North- 
western University. She may also 
guest on John T. Frederick’s ‘Men 
and Books’ program Aug. 1 via CBS 
from Chicago. However, the latter 
appearence is uncertain, as NBC may 
not allow the author of one of its 
programs to appear on a CBS series. 
John Gibbs, Miss Michael’s husband 
and the producer of ‘Storm,’ will 
accompany her to Chicago to at- 
tend to production details on his 
other P. & G. serial, ‘Lone Jour- 
ney.’ 

With a new story sequence just 
getting under way, a number of cast 
additions to ‘Storm’ were made this 
week. Among the added actors are 
James Monks, Joyce Hayward, 
Stefan Schnabel, Harald Dyren- 
forth, Alan Hewitt and Earle Ham- 
mond. Axel Gruenberg, director of 
the program, leaves Monday (27) 
for a three-week vacation at his 
place in Connecticut. Fred Weihe, 
NBC staff director, will substitute, 

Peter Michael, brother of Sandra 
and Gerda Michael, and author of 
‘Lone Journey,’ leaves today (Wed- 
nesday) to spend several weeks on 
Cape Cod. He will continue to 
write the show from there. 





Sayings of Jesus 


Transcribed On 


Rural Stations 





Huber Hogue & Sons agency will 
do a five-rninute transcription test 
in rural areas for the John C, Win- 
ston Co.’s publication, ‘The Com- 
plete Sayings of Jesus.’ If the ex- 
periment proves fruitful the inquiry 
campaign will be extended to simi- 
lar type stations throughout the 
country. 

The money for the test is being 
put up by a group calling itself the 
‘Agency for Practical Christianity. 


NATE TUFTS TO HEAD 
R&R L.A. OFFICE 


Nate Tufts, of Ruthrauff & Ryan’s 
producing staff, is being transferred 
from New York to Hollywood, where 
he will head up the agency’s local 
office. 


The switch will take effect when 
Don Stauffer, R&R’s radio chief, re- 
turns from the Coast. 











Janet Jenkins Marches Off 


To War in Des Moines 


Philadelphia, July 21. 

Janet Jenkins, known to Philly 
radio listeners as ‘Nancy Dixon,’ di- 
rector of women’s programs on 
KYW, left Saturday night (18) for 
Fort Des Moines to train as an of- 
ficer in the Womens Army Auxiliary 
Corps. She was one of 21 gals in 
Philly to be selected from the thou- 
sands who applied. 

Another Philiy WAAC to leave 
Saturday was Jane Spaulding Ben- 
nett, copywriter at the Gray-Rogers 
advertising agency. 





Mark Hellinger will guest on ‘Post 
Toasties Time’ over NBC, July 23. 
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LIKE ‘SNAPPERS 
ON DEMOCRACY 
THEMES 


Some 400 stations are now using 
radio material distributed each week 
by the Council for Democracy. De- 
rived from Council’s ‘Speaking 
Freely,’ mimeographed compilation 
of brief items culle”’ from newspa- 
pers, magazines, speeches, etc. Every 
item is labelled as to reading time 
with most of them taking five to 10 
seconds, a couple running 30 and 60 
seconds. Briefs vary in objectives 
from emphasizing rubber salvage to 
debunking the Axis but all are 
punchy. Thus: Broadcasting time— 
5 seconds ‘It’s a lot better to shoot 
Japs than craps’ snapped an irate 





‘Brooklyn judge last week as he fined 


29 young men $2 each for playing 
dice.’ 

Council started distributing the 
briefs late last year with fair re- 
sponse. However a recent ques- 
tionnaire as to the value and de- 
sirability of the material brought 
some 400 requests. Stations mostly 
use the material for snappers to 
newscasts, to load up programs 
aimed at Army Camps, for women’s 
shows; Kate Smith, for example, 
uses and credits the source. 

Material will shortly be available 
in German, Italian and Spanish for 
use by foreign language stations. 


EARL BRONSON, VAUDE, 
JOINS BLUE IN CHI 


Chicago, July 21. 

Earl Bronson, former vaude ‘actor, 
has been made a member of the pro- 
duction staff of the Blue Network’s 
Central Division. 

He was 
WPA Federal Theatre here as an 
official. 








SEATTLE DISCS OVERSEAS 


May Be Used On Scottish Service 
Of BBC 











Seattle, July 21. 
Transcriptions of recent talks by 
William McKinnon, Sumatra rubber 


planter, on KIRO, have been sent | 


to Mrs. Margaret McKinnon, Sauch- 
trees, Moffat Dumfrieshire, Scotland, 
who last saw her son in June, 1937. 

The rubber expert, who escaped 
from the Dutch East Indies just 
before the Jap invasion, delivered a 
series of lectures on the Columbia 
Station’s ‘Backgrounds and Battle- 
fronts’ program. 

The transcribed talks may -b 
aired on the BBC’s Scottish Service. 


Chattanooga Times Prints 


connected with the old | 





All Local Radio Logs | 


Chattanooga, July 21. 
The Chattanooga Times now listing 
schedules of three local stations— 
WDOD, WAPO and WDEF—in addi- 
tion to network programs. First time 
Paper has printed local schedules. 
They're also run in Chattanooga 
News-Free Press. 


Ray Bloch’s ‘If’ Clause 


Ray Bloch, staff conductor for the 
Philip Morris programs, last week 
received a six-months extension 
contract from the Milton 
agency. The agreement provides 
that if the Morris shows move to the 
Coast he may or may not elect to 
make the transfer with them. 

Biow has recorded an audition 
Program with Ginny Simms for sub- 
mission some time this week to the 
Cig account. 





RELSKI’S DX POLISH NEWS 


- Schenectady, July 21. 

Konstanty Relski, veteran of the 
Polish consular service, is handling 
the new 15-minute spot news short- 
wave program in Polish at 3:30 p.m., 
EWW, daily, over WGEA, Sche- 
nhectady. 

It aims to provide the latest infor- 
mation for residents of occupied Po- 
land and the 120-odd underground 
Publications issued in that country, 
and for the Polish armed forces in 
the British Isles, Africa, the Near 
East and Russia. 





Biow } 











By Robert 


J. Landry 


SHOWMANSHIP AND “THE ARMY HOUR’ 


A Triumph Over Time, Water, Static and Redtape 








‘The Army Hour’ is not an enter- 
tainment. That’s what they say. 
It’s a military mission. The distine- 
tion may have seemed like a literary 
conceit at the start. It has tended to 
become a crisp fact as the program 
has been shaken down. Now in its 
16th week, ‘The Army Hour’ has 
become progressively military-like, 
diminishingly schmalz-like. Senti- 
ment for sentiment’s sake has been 
sent by parcel post to more suitable 
programs. Military marches have an 
affinity for ‘Army Hour,’ so the 
Moon and June songs have been 
relegated, too. Those little Elbert 
Hubbard journeys to the _ historic 
shrines of the past—they + were 
schmalz. Such touches were over- 
thick with suet: this is a lean pro- 
gram lean, long-striding, punchy. 

Now that it has settled down for 
the duration and gone over the 


About Our Allies 


‘The Army Hour’ editorialized 
early in one program: 

Let us speak to you a moment 
about these British allies of ours, 
from whose soul these Americans 
have just spoken. 

Britain is our oldest ally. 

We're both fighting on the 
same side, for the same princi- 
ples, against the same enemies. 

Some of us take advantage of 
the fact that the British are our 
allies by making snide cracks 
about them. Some of us think 
that because the British have 
taken it on the chin so long, 
they’re not as good fighters as 
they might be. 

Well, the Germans don’t share 
that opinion, 

Neither do the Italians, or any 
of the other people that have 
tied into the British. 

They've been defending that 
island of theirs—an island about 
the size of Minnesota, with 45, 
000,000 people on it—for going 
on four years. They've been 
fighting the Axis all over the 
world, spreading their forces out 
dangerously thin, getting ham- 
mered from every direction by 
an enemy that had this all 
planned years before he made 
his first move. And they haven't 
done badly. Hitler is still try- 
ing to lick them; he’s lost 
plenty trying. 

No, the war isn’t won yet. It'll 
be a long time before it’s won. 
And it isn’t going to be won by 
making cracks at the people who 
are fighting on our side, at peo- 
ple that we'll be marching into 
battle with. Even hard-boiled 
Rommel gives the British credit 
for being tough fighters. And 
that’s praise enough for anybody. 











and 








lod 


bumps (it’s 7 in the Hooper Rating) 
that any new series has to take “The 
Army Hour’ may be examined as a 
clinical study in showmanship on a 
global magnitude of total war and 
total human destiny. It is possible 
to consider now with some perspec- 
tive the program goals set by Gen. 
A. D. Surles and Lt. Col. Ed Kirby 
Bureau of Public Relations 
have been translated 
the Army’s get- 
it-done civ Wyllis Cooper, the 
latter time best 
writing-producing craftsmen 


Army Goes Everywhere, 


of the 
and how these 
and transmitted by 
lilan, 


one of big radio's 


Army Hour’ goes to Aus- 
Jamaica. Canada, Chungking, 
Cairo, England, Curacao, Hawaii, 
Ireland, India, Newfoundland, Pan- 
ama. Puerto Rico, Russia. These 
world-encircling pickups tell as well 
as any words of description the far- 
flung nature of this fight. They are 
necessary parts of the program 
formula. So, too, is praise of the 
British. the Russians, the Dutch, the 
Chinese, the Australians, the Ca- 
nadians, all the Allies bunched to- 
gether United Nations A 
persisting emphasis upon the tie-up 
between the battle front and the 
production front is also fundamental 
to the design of ‘The Army Hour.’ 
The mounting crescendo of the drill- 
press is the obbligato to the rat-a- 
tat of the proving grounds, the field 
maneouvers and, finally, the actual 
death test with the enemy. 

The processes of 


‘The 


tralia, 


in the 


democrati 


v 








jsetting up of 


bilization and organization are slow. 
An impatient people has to be 
lighted through dark passages of 
history, ‘The Army Hour’ editor- 
ializes now and agaii ‘At the Ameri- 
can people, disabusing them of false 
confidence on the one hand, .but 
keeping hope from withering and 
the outlook from being all murky 
and depressing on the other. Some- 
body has to do this, and the Army 
has a habit of not waiting upon 
others. Never mind that critics 
sometimes suggest that the complex 
politics of ‘hope’ ought, in a de- 
mocracy, to be handled outside the 
armed forces. That's theoretical. 
‘The Army Hour’ is practical. Prac- 
tical in putting radio programs to- 
gether on a basis of the Army’s ex- 
clusive knowledge of the whole pic- 
ture, of the dangers to, and the 
needs of. maximum efficiency. 


Pass Around Some Of 
That Glamour Stuff 


Naturally ‘The Army Hour’ must 
speak for all the branches and corps. 
(It also speaks on occasion for the 
Navy.) In this war the over-all 
totals of publicity have tended to 
glamourize the air force first ana 
tanks second. Only now are there 
belated salutes being organized in 
the country at large and via all 
channels of communications to such 
neglected bodies as the Medical 
Corps, the Quartermaster Corps, the 
Infantry, etc. Of military and other 
personages heard on ‘The Army 
Hour’ 16% have been connected with 
aviation. Of visits to factories and 
other places in the United States the 
aviation percentage has been above 
30%. In its ‘profiles’ of the letha! 
weapons of modern warfare the pro- 
gram has concentrated 83° on 
aerial matters. 

Now comes the get-it-done part, 
the sweating, worrying, long distanc- 
ing, cabling, script-writing. putting 
it together job. There’s anywhere 
from 60 hours up of hard work for 
Wyllis Cooper alone on any 
broadcast. This is the supreme test 
of professionalism. No amateur could 
perform under such everyday handi- 
caps. Too few assistants, too few 
funds, too few conveniences. NBC 
pays the bills but the budget is not 
unlimited. It costs $7 per minute, 
for example, to hold a _ production 
conference by telephone With NBC's 
man, Bob St. John, in London. 


Cairo and other points east and west, | 


are proportionately higher. People 
in remote places have to be cued, 
rehearsed, supplied with directives 
(and in army code as an added com- 
and the lertak- 
ing is veiled until broadcast time by 


whole un 


military secrecy. The Japanese must | 


not know that Chiang Kai-Shek or 
Archibald Wavell will be at a given 
point at a given time to broadcast. 


Russians, Nazi and Band 
Music From England Mix 


The overseas pickups are hazards 
of unpredictable disappointments. 
Recently a number of test circuits 
with Moscow were bell-clear but on 
Sunday at 3:30 EWT there were Sab- 
batarian complications that mussed 
up everything. Over the voices from 
Russia came the competitive strains 
of a BBC military band and the 


guttural 


Candy Account Seeking Blurbs 


Worries About Everything | 


Before-and-After Soldier Shows °: 


| 
| 
| 


one | 





blastings of a Nazi propa- 





ganda show, not to mention an ad- 
mixture of Soviet aviation crosstalk. 
One of the most happily anticipated 
pickups thus became one of the most 
crushing failures. But on the whole 
‘The Army Hour’ has been able to 
plan and execute though RCA-NBC 
a series of arresting internationals. 


The domestic pickups are, . of 
course, easy by comparison. The 
country is rampant with eager press 
agents. Preferably ‘The Army Hour 
likes to send one of its own men to 
set up the routine. Donald Briggs, 
the radio and film actor, is doing 
such assignments for Wyliss Cooper. 
Lt. Howard Nussbaum, Lt. Joe 
Thompson and Jack Harris out of 
Washington also travel a good deal 
to line up specials. It is their in- 
| timate knowledge of the policies and 
the problems of the program that 
makes them ideal in dealing with 
the local public relations officers and 
commanders. Local NBC people, 
| however, often provide useful assist- 
ance. 


Plainly there are right and wrong 
ways to get broadcasting cooperation 
in the Army. Generals sometimes 
have brainstorms that must be dis- 
couraged. This requires tact. Again 
the time is short, the details many, 
there is no allowance for the kind of 
guy who would go sightseeing or 
spiral into tailspins of awe. Knowl- 
edgeable gents are much needed. 
Wyliss Cooper himself has the ad- 
vantage of being a former comnmis- 
sioned officer of the last war and of 
the national guard until 1937. Being 
hep to army procedure helps no end. 


Real people are used most of the 
time. These range from field mar- 
lshals to privates. An occasional 
| woman, as for example an English 
ferry pilot or the head WAAC, are 
included. ‘There are some profes- 
sional actors at the Radio City stu- 
dios where the production is tied to- 





| gether before a studio audience. The 


actors are used as impersonal voices, 
'never as characters or persons, Lt. 
| Col. Warren J. Clear with his hard- 
bitten account of the Bataan heart- 
break and his epigram ‘there are no 
the 


| memorable eyewitnesses. of 


| series, 


‘Colors Are Troopéd Into 
NBC’s Big 8-H Studio. 


The big 8-H studio at NBC is not 
neglected in the operations of this 
| military mission. It is standard 
| practice to troop in the colors with 
a guard of soldiers just before the 
broadcast and the colors are trooped 
‘out with due ceremony at the finale. 
‘The last two weeks the colors cf a 
Negro regiment have been honored. 
| The guards join the audience while 
ithe show is on. An audience of 1,500 
lcrowds the studios. Contrary to 
| Broadway dictum that soldiers shun 
| soldier entertainments while off duty, 
}there are a lot of uniforms in the 
crowds. USO and NBC distribute 
|the ducats. Studio audiences get the 
|remote parts of the program by loud- 
speaker. In addition an attempt is 
j} made to have visual display of, say, 
| anti-aircraft guns in the 
when the program goes off to some 
training camp for ack-acks. As the 
audience arrives at and departs from 


atheists in foxholes’ was one of the | 


studios | 





| 


satchels with Nazi 
doubt. 

Jack Joy of the War Department 
comes to Manhattan every Saturday 
to rehearse and conduct the NBC 
orchestra. One of his accomplish- 
ments was transcribing at a piano 
in Washington as a member of the 
Chinese embassy hummed to him 
the melody of the ‘March of the 
Ninth Route Army.’ Joy built up an 
orchestration for this. Meantime the 
Chinese gentleman went to New 
York and painstakingly taught the 
NBC choir the Chinese words. By 
these great labors ‘The Army Hour’® 
has a thrilling martial piece from a 
great, little-known ally. 

On Sunday last (19) there was for 
the first time a 15-minute segment 
deducted from the program in. order 
to permit NBC to present the new 
Shostakovitch Seventh symphony. 
‘The Army Hour’ looped itself to this 


Aheut: Gur tlaenies 


‘The Army Hour’ editorialized 
late in one program: 


It is easy to say, when we look 
at our American soldiers, that 
one American is a match for 10 
Germans, or 10 Japs. 

It is easy to say, but it is not 
the truth. 

It is easy to say, when we look 
at our production figures of tanks 
and airplanes and weapons, that 
we will smother our enemies un- 
der a flood of war machines. 

That is easy to say, too; but it 
is not the truth. We are fighting 
a war against highly efficient, 
highly trained armies, equipped 
with some of the best weapons 
of war this world has ever seen. 
Against armies that have ac- 
quired the habit of winning; that 
have not yet learned defeat, and 
that will learn it hard. 

It is not going to be easy to 
win this war. 

We will win it, of course; but 
we will not win it by beating 
our breasts and boasting. 

And before we win it, we shall 
learn some bitter lessons. These 
enemies of ours want to win this 
war, too. They believe they will 
win it. 

They will not hold back their 
air power, nor their sea power, 
nor the steel of their armies for 
fear of what we will do to them 
in return, 

They mean to crush us; to in- 
vade our country, and to force us 
to our knees in the worst, the 
most humiliating, the most for- 
rible defeat that the mind of 
man can conceive. 

They believe that they can, 
and will, do that. And we hear 
people sneer at the Japs and the 
Germans and the Italians. 
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latter event by also offering toward 
the end of its program other music 
by the same Soviet composer. 

Every Sunday there is a musical 
gap in the ‘The Army Hour’ that can 
be contracted or expanded at the de- 
mand of the stop-watch. Timing a 


| program that is stitched together by 


'8-H, eight or more military police | 


stand about on the outlook. For 


+ 


ALAN NEVINS TO ENGLAND! Tracy-Locke-Dawson has _intro- 


He’s the Pref Who’s in On Williams- 
burg Radio Idea 
Washington, July 21. 
Alan Nevins, professor of history 
at Columbia University, flew to Lon- 
don last week to be advisor on 
courses in American 


history at various English schools | 
and colleges. He'll be gone about} 
six weeks, 


the | 


duced a new 
requirements 


twist to availability 
for announcements. 


the agency wants to spot transcribed 
seven-second blurbs before and after 
service camp shows. 

The markets in which the account 
is interested are contained in the 
area extending from New York to 
Indianapolis and down through the 
| south, 








| 


' 


The account is M & M candy and | 


i 
i 
i 


Nevins is currently interested in a| Dick Gilbert has two more spon-_| 


radio series localed in Colonial Wil- | 
and dealing with early | (1-2:30 p.m.), Lango Wines and True | ———- 
It’s being considered | Story Magazine, each using six 15-} 


liamsburg 
U. S. history. 


tic mo- ' by CBS. 


sors to his daily show at 


minute periods weekly. 


transatlantic phone, teletype 
calls for a rubber 
that inflates or deéflates 
wag of a forefinger. After 
Wyliss Cooper has 


cable, 
ind = intuition 
cusnion 
vith a 
ich practice, 
fected a flexible but 
time-chart of the items in a show. 
His general purpose is to have not 
1 

l 


accurate 


OV five minutes between m ca 
breaks. Here was the working cal- 
ilation on the clock problems for 


last Sunday: 


Item Air P.M. 
Opening 100 100 3.3100 
March scocce mae. Bae. 22500 
Editorial ....... 100 400 3.3400 
New Delthi...... 5.00 9.00 3.3900 
Bolling propre = Baik ae Fi 
INOWE i. cone eoet. 230 14.00 3.4430 
Rat ARC... cer 1.30 15.30 3.4530 
iy 6 Ge ee 2.30 18.00 3.4800 
Ft. Des Moines*. 4.30 22.30 3.5230 
UME i anc ahaa 2.30 25.00 3.5500 
Carlisle* ‘ 7.30 32.30 4.0230 
Gen. Grant*..... 2.30 35.00 4.0500 
Payomit... .sccsecs: cO 2000 . 40530 
Editorial .....:5..: 83.00 32.30... 4072 
Unat-Russia .... 3.00 40.30 4.1930 
SP ee eeoe 1.30 42.00 4.1200 
coosceee” we’ Ge. . 4i 


WHN |Signoff . 


* Including buildup. 
+ Stretch. 
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“LONELY WOMEN’ 

With Barbara Luddy, Eileen Palmer, 
Betty Lou Gersop, Viola Berwick, 
Harriette Widmer, Norma Jean 
Ross, Reese Taylor, Fort Pearson, 
Bernice Yanacek 

15 Mins. 

GENERAL MILLS 

Daily, 2:15 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 

Irna Phillips, the one-woman day- 
time serial factory, has gone straight 
into the basic ingredient in this 
newest of her shows. According to 
accepted theory, radio drama, even 
more than other forms of theatrical 
presentation, depends on self-identi- 
fication of the audience. Following 
that idea, ‘Lonely Women’ stresses 
what the script claims is the univer- 
sal cry of womanhood—loneliness. 
Its locale is Towers, a women’s hotel. 
Its characters are nearly all women 
and its theme is ‘women alone in 
wartime’ and their efforts to find 
companionship, preferably male 
companionship. 

That emphasis on femme charac- 
ters immediately raises the question 
of whether any program aimed pri- 
marily at women can succeed with- 
out a central male character for ro- 
mantic interest. Authoress Phillips 
obviously believes that her femme 
dialers will more likely be drawn by 
the self-identification angle than by 
romantic day-dreaming about a radio 
matinee idol. As the announcer’s 
introductory spiel asserts, Miss Phil- 
lips ‘understands women,’ so prob- 
ably she’s correct in this matter. 
There may also be corroboration in 
the fact that ‘The Women,’ the high- 
ly profitable all-femme play of sev- 
eral seasons ago by Clare Boothe, 
succeeded because of its women au- 
diences, despite the general resent- 
ment and dislike of male spectators. 

Aside from its striking emphasis 
on the feminine angle, ‘Lonely 
Women’ is pretty much standard 
Irna Phillips. It’s emphatically a 
drama of emotional turmoil, with 
strong situations and _ provocative, 
broadly etched central characters. 
It’s not subtle or reticent, but has 
obvious appeal. For its kind of pro- 
gram, it is done with distinct pro- 
fessional skill. 

The acting is direct and vigorous, 
but the production, particularly the 


‘MUSICAL PORTRAITS’ 
With Wade Dent, Freddy Farrell, 
Teddy Gaylord 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Monday, 8:30 p.m. 
WWRL, New York 
Even the familiar theory that it 
takes all kinds to please everyone 
doesn’t quite explain ‘Musical Por- 
traits,’ new sustaining series Monday 








nights on WWRL, New York. It’s an 


embarrassingly inept effort, naive 
and not a little silly, with mawkishly 
sentimental continuity by Wade 
Dent, mediocre vocals by Freddy 





Farrell and innocuous music (includ- 
ing such oldies as ‘Bicycle Built for 
Two’ and ‘Falling in Love with 
Someone’) by Teddy Gaylord. 

The initial program Monday night 
(13) was about gas rationing and 
tried to say it’s just the thing to 
make love and romance bloom eter- 
nal. The idea, Dent said at the 
close, is to dramatize the jobs and 
lives of listeners who write in. He 
explained the program ‘is for your 
entertainment . . ; let it stir your 
imagination.’ On the contrary, it 
might be a good idea to take to the 
woods, or at least to the nearest air- 
raid shelter. Hobe, 





sound effects, seems lacking in fin- 
esse. Same applies to Bernice Yana- 
cek’s organ backgrounds and cues, 
and the hard-hitting commercial 
copy for Gold Medal flour. Fort 
Pearson reads the announcements 
with a kind of drawling oh-Boy jol- 
lity. Guilbert Gibbons directs. 
‘Lonely Women’ is the fifth serial 
Miss Phillips currently has on the 
air. It is sponsored by General 
Mills, through Blackett - Sample - 
Hummert, Chicago, where the pro- 
gr”’n originates. Other Phillips 
shows include ‘Woman in White.’ 
‘Road of Life’ and ‘Right to Happi- 
ness’ (all Procter & Gamble) and 
‘Guiding Light’ (General Mills). No- 
body seriously supposes one person, 
even such a writing powerhouse as 
hng Phillips, could personally script 
ve serials at once. “ Miss Phillips 
doesn’t actually pretend to. But 
though it’s an open secret in the 
trade that she has a stable of several 
ghost writers, their names are never 





publicized. Hobe. 





‘SAM AT WAR’ 

With Fred Smith, Milli, Scanlon, 
Don Campbell, Stanley K. Ander- 
son 

15 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Wednesday, 3:45 p.m. 

WHE, Cleveland 
Sam Baldwin, a homey, plain- 

talking individual views imperson- 

ally the duties and responsibilities 
of every American in this war. He 
very pertinently comments on the 
way we neglect to do the things 
we know will win this war and ex- 
plains through practical examples 
just what Civilian Defense means. 
Ted Hall, Information Specialist 
in Office of Civilian Defense 1s 
credited with the program idea. 

Hall, formerly book editor of Wash- 

ington Post collaborated with Les 

Bieb] of WHK to lay out format for 

new dramatic series. 

Fred Smith, WHK announcer, 
plays role of Sam. Arky. 





MAURICE C. DREICER 
Commentator 

15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 

Daily, 8 p.m. 


WLIB, Brooklyn os 
This new outlet has been building 


a sizable audience with a program 
policy about halfway between the 
class of WQXR and the mass of 
WNEW. Dreicer was introduced as 
‘an analyst of world news,’ but stuck 
mostly to. domestic issues, over- 
stressed the phrase ‘in my opinion,’ 
sounded like a cultured Clem Mc- 
Carthy reading a handout. He 
seemed pretty one-sided in_ his 
views. One night last week (15) he 
slapped AFM prexy Petrillo for nix- 
ing the Interlachen Music broadcasts 
without explaining what it was all 
about; approved wage stabilization, 
saying it would be better for labor 
without mentioning labor’s stand; 
started to discuss Russian morale 
and wotind up slugging the poliey of 
teaching our fighting men what the 
‘four freedoms’.stand for; blew hot 
and cold on the possibility of Russia 
holding the Nazis before deciding 
we needn’t worry until the Nazis 
reached the Volga!; sounded off for 
a reduction in excess profits taxes 
by quoting the familiar ‘X Corpora- 
tion’ as an example. 








JUSEE BONIME 


AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY FOR RADIO 
AND MOTION PICTURE WORK 








Consolidated Edison Co. 


National Biscuit Co. 


H. K. McCANN, President, 
McCann-Erickson, Inc, 








JOSEF BONIME, Conductor - Composer- 
Arranger, having completed long-term con- 
tracts, now available for new assignments. 


FRED H. BEDFORD, Director, 
Standard Oil Co. (New Jersey). 


FRANK MONTGOMERY, Vice-President, 


JEAN HERSHOLT, Star of “Dr. Christian”, 
BENNY GOODMAN, Orchestra leader, 





ACCOM 


Conductor— 
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REFERENCES 


CLARENCE LAW, Vice-President, 


Organized “Let’s Dance” Radio Program 


Conductor “Echoes of New York” 
Radio Program, 5 Years 


Sactusive Management 


MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 


LONDON ¢ NEW YORK © CHICAGO ° SAN PRANCISCO BEVERLY WILLS © CLEVELAND * DALLAS 


Graduate Institute of Musical Art 
Accompanist Mischa Elman 10 Years 
Conductor New York Edison Hour, 4 Years 


Musical Director, McCann-Erickson, 10 Years 


“American School of the Air” 
“Big Time” 

“Pick and Pat” 

“Five Star Theatre” 

“Twin Stars” 

“Dr. Christian” 

“Death Valley Days” 


Lectured at Juilliard School of Music 


Arranged and recorded music for 
motion picture shorts 


Wrote and recorded music for 
“City of Light” at the World’s Fair 


Organized Municipal Park Concerts 
in New York Parks current Summer 


PLISHMENTS 


‘STAR SPANGLED VAUDEVILLE’ 

With the Andrews Sisters, Phil 
Baker, Olyn Landick, Walter 
O’Keefe, Vincente Gomez, Ray- 
mond Paige 

30 Mins. 

FLEISCHMANN’S YEAST 

Sunday, 8 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

(Arthur Kudner) 


This crowded half-hour trotted out 
its third bill last Sunday (19) and 
the outcome, generally speaking, 
was pleasant. About the only thing 
open to question in this series is its 
pell mell pace. Listeners are usual- 
ly accustomed to a more leisurely 
tempo and it’s quite possible some 
will not fancy a covey of acts flit- 
ting by the loudspeaker like a Marx 
Bros. chase. In any event this pro- 
gram gives it to ’em fast and in 
snatches. The warming-up approach, 
compounded by an exchange of per- 
siflage between m.c. and act, is 
whittled to a minimum. An old ra- 
dio habit goes by the board so that 
multiplicity of talent can prevail. 
Perhaps ‘Star Spangled Vaudeville’ 
is the precursor of a changing pro- 
duction technique. 


The lone leisurely passage that 
came out of last Sunday’s runoff was 
Olyn Landick’s turn. The Andrews 
Sisters, who followed Waiter 
O’Keefe’s fairly diverting monolog 
on soldiers on furlough around New 
York, whipped through two num- 
bers, and they were good. Vicente 
Gomez, guitar virtuoso, likewise 
moved on a note of speed. His ex- 
cellent contribution was a fast Span- 
ish Gypsy dance, adding novelty to 
fretted rhythm by drumming out 
with his fingers on a wooden sec- 
tion of the instrument a tap invita- 
tion of the dancer’s heels. Phil 
Baker delivered a quickie segment 
of his old vaudeville act; with the 
stooge interrupting Baker’s patter 
with O’Keefe and variations on the 
accordion. The crossfire in the 
Baker inning was exceptionally 
funny. . 

Landick, whose flair for giving 
three-dimentional form to the droll 
domestic doings of a backyard har- 
ridan has established him as a stand- 
ard act in radio as well as vaude- 
ville, took his time, as his routine 
requires, and the laughs when they 
did come were of the explosively 
sustained type. lLandick’s forte is 
building character and not gags, and 
the impression this female imper- 
sonator leaves behind is the sort that 
sticks. 

The Andrews Sisters chose ‘Apple 
Blossom Time’ and ‘Pennsylvania 
Polka’ for the occasion and the num- 
bers allowed for a wide spread, of 
their talents and sharp highlighting 
of the trio’s particular harmonic 
style. 

As the man with the baton in the 
pit Raymond Paige lent lots of musi- 
cal body and embroidery to the 
program. Odec. 


‘DOUGH-RE-MI’ 

With Hope Emerson, Radcliffe Hall, 
Paul Lavalle Orchestra 

Comedy Musical Quiz 

30 Mins. 


/ Sustaining 





Wednesday, 8:30 p.m. 
| WEAF-NBC, New York 

NBC comedy musical quiz may hit 
lits stride in the sessions to come. 
| Opening show was definitely weak 
{in all sectors, especially the contest 
;explantation which ate up half of the 
| Program's 30 minutes. 
| Backbone of the show is a ‘con- 
test medley’ of ten snatches of 
music. Each tune has a key word in 
| its title which listeners must guess. 
|Emcees feed clues before each tune. 
| Debut spent so much time on ex- 
|planation the ‘contest medley’ was 
|rattled off with insufficient intervals 
|for cogitation. This will probably 
|be remedied in chapters to come. 
|But the hokey-pokey script and 
;}music were way below network 
istandards, nor was the direction up 
lto snuff. 

The Paul Lavalle orch was any- 
'thing but the smooth combo that 
|clicks on the ‘Basin Street’ show 
| which follows on the Blue at 9 p.m. 
| Could be Lavalle was _ concentrating 
jon getting this show out of the way 
jto dash for ‘Basin Street.’ Hope 
| Emerson, a standard albeit routine 
|comedienne, and mikeman Radcliffe 
| Hall handled the m.c. chores smooth- 
lly but Were handcuffed by vintage 
comedy material. Emerson: ‘I 
played my last tuba recital back in 
Iowa.’ .‘Hall: ‘I hope so.’) Emerson 
smacked over a comedy song routine 
at the finish that’s been in her reper- 
toire from away back, sounded fresh 
by comparison. Direction had one 
glaring fault with Hall jumping a 
cue to step on Miss Emerson’s line, 
since the line was one of the song 
clues it was important and confusing 
to the listener, 

Gene Clark did the scriptin 
rabies Tony Leader handled the ston 


Resinol in Two Markets 


Resinol begins a spot test in two 
markets, Baltimore and Washington, 
Sept. 1, through the Biow agency, 

The schedule will be around 30 an- 

















nouncements a week, day and night. 


‘THOSE GOOD OLD DAYS’ 

With Pat Barnes, Hal Willard, Ethe} 
Gilbert, Lulu Bates, Aileen Stan- 
ley, Joe Rines orch 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Thursday, 10 p.m. 

WJZ-Blue, New York 


Nostalgia of the gas-lit era is the 
theme of this program of oldie pop 
songs by performers from Bill Har- 
dey’s Gay Nineties nitery, N. Y. Pat 
Barnes is the m.c. of the show, 
which had a run of about six months 
on the Blue network west of Cleve- 
land for Carter’s Little Liver Pills, 
though never heard locally in New 
York. It’s now being continued as 
a sustainer on the Blue, including 
WJZ, New York. Cyril Armbrister 
directs for Blue; Ken Burton pro- 
duces and writes. 


Although the title of the program 
is ‘Those Good Old Days,’ its 1900 
flavor and the frequent mentions of 
the Gay Nineties performers in the 
cast may cause some confusion with 
the ‘Gay Nineties’ show on CBS for 
U. S. Tobacco and may burn the 
latter sponsor, but there doesn’t ap- 
pear to be much it can do about it, 
since the nitery connection with the 
stanza is bona. fide. 

As heard Thursday night (16) on 
its sustainer debut, ‘Good Old Days’ 
is a tuneful, warm and appealing 
show. The songs are melodious and, 
of course, familiar. The singing of 
Hal Willard, Ethel Gilbert and Lulu 
Bates is definitely clicky, and Pat 
Barnes gives the whole proceedings 
personality and drive. Aileen Stan- 
ley, guesting on the broadcast, dem- 
onstrated why she was formerly 
such a terrific vaudeville and phono- 
graph record name. Joe Rines and 
the 16-piece house orchestra con- 
tribute proficient accompaniment. 

In general, the program seems a 
good bet for sponsorship. Hobe. 


‘NOTHING SERIOUS’ 

With Caswell Adams, Frances Mer- 
cer, George Matthews, Steve 
Schultz Orch 

30 Mins. ~ 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 9:30 p.m. 

WOR, New York 
‘Nothing Serious’ is an attempt at 

light, informal variety. It’s labori- 
ously whimsical and ponderously 
tedious. 'The comedy is dire, the 
music painful and the production 
anfateurish. 

Caswell Adams, N. Y. Herald Tri- 
bune sports writer, is unfortunate as 
a comic-m.c. Frances Mercer, a 
pleasing singer in musical comedy, is 
hog-tied by inferior arrangements of 
unfamiliar songs. George Matthews 
struggles and is thrown by woefully 


unfunny material,” while Steve 
Schultz and his band sound like an 
unrehearsed pickup studio crew, 


with the added handicap of poor 
balancing, 

As a summer fill-in, ‘Nothing Seri- 
ous’ doesn’t even deserve to last the 
schedule. Hobe. 


EXHIBIT OF RECORDED 
RELIGIOUS PROGRAMS 


Denver, July 21. 

An exhibition of religious broad- 
casts in transcription form will be 
part of a clinic-conference to be held 
Aug. 2-5 at the University of Den- 
ver. Rev. Frank Nelson of Pasadena 
will preside. 

It’s believed this is first time re- 
ligious programs have ever been as- 
sembled for actual hearing by an in- 
terested group. Nelson presided at 
the first ‘Radio and Religion’ seminar 
held by the Ohio State Institute 
three years ago. 











Return of a Sponsor 


. San Antonio, July 21. 

Once a heavy user of local radio 
time, the San Antonio Music Co., 
has returned to local air and is 
presenting a series of weekly quar- 
ter hour broadcasts over station 
KMAC. Broadcasts are titled ‘Re- 
freshing Melodies’ and present the 
Musical Cavaliers conducted by Jack 
Conrad and including Joe O’Conner, 
clarinet and violin; Lee Kohlenberg, 
trumpet and violin; Bob Marvel at 
the piano and Marcus Morals, bass. 

Music company at one time aired 
a series of four weekly programs 
over that many local stations rang- 
ing from a quarter hour to a full 
hour presentation. 








‘Life of Riley’ on Mutual 


Salina, Kans., July 21. 

‘Life of Riley,’ variety series writ- 
ten, produced and performed by sol- 
diers at Ft. Riley,-Kans., is being 
readied by WSAL, Salina. ‘Those 
working on the show include Robert 
Ward, Eddie ‘Duke’ Herzog, Leo 
Hattler, Andrew White, Ira Grossel, 
Charles Carney and Alnardo Lom- 
bardo, 

Program will be fed to the Mutual 





network. ; 
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~ Shostakovich's 


Gala Matinee 





It’s a Large Afternoon at Radio City As Arturo 
Toscanini Directs ° 


, 








v 


Dimitri Shostakovich, 36- year-old 
Soviet Russian composer, had his 
seventh, or Leningrad, symphony 
presented Sunday by the NBC Sym- 
phony orchestra under Arturo Tos- 
canini. It proved to be a spectacular 
afternoon in terms of patriotic feel- 
ing, the conductor’s tour de force 
and the high musical promise if oc- 
casional unevenness of the stupen- 
dous 70-minute composition. NBC 
clipped 15 minutes off ‘The Army 
Hour’ to have time to round out the 
full presentation which was dedi- 
cated to Russian War Relief, Inc. 

A crowded audience in 8-H, Radio 
City, heard a terrific performance. 
The Russian piece employed 110 
musicians and kept them steadily oc- 
cupied. It wasa symphony of steady 
vigor and fireworks, sometimes a 
trifle verbose but always crowded, 
passionate, intense. Treated as a 
gala wartime event with a celebrity 
crowd in the mezzanine the incident 
produced extraordinary publicity. 

Critically the News spoke of his 
most mature and powerful work. 
PM headlined that the symphony 
‘surpasses even its ballyhoo.’ The 
Times dissented to say ‘far from a 
work of sustained greatness either 
of ideas, workmanship or taste’ add- 
ing later ‘not that one questions the 
composer’s personal sincerity. 


WLIB, Brooklyn, 
Doing Well On 
Semi-Class Slant 


WLIB, new local indie, is almost 
breaking even with a weekly com- 
mercial take of around $1,100. Sta- 


tion hit the air two months back, 
and, what with the highly competi- 
tive New York market, figured on 
taking a $1,500 a week loss for about 
six months. This is unusual for 
a new outlet, since none of the in- 
come comes from insurance coun- 
selors, borax specialty houses, credit 
opticians, ete. 

Station is sticking to a program 
policy about midway between 
WQXR and WNEW, has been adept 
at keeping copy in line with policy. 
For example, Michaels Bros. musi- 
cal spots are okay before noon, 
junked for a live announcement 
during afternoon. 


Bert Lytell on ‘Canteen’ As 
Emcee; Talent for First 
Broadcasts Being Set 


Bert Lytell will be the m.c. for 
the first four weeks on ‘Stage Door 
Canteen,’ the Corn Products pro- 
gram on CBS starting July 30. Tal- 
ent for the initial broadcast includes 
Helen Hayes in a dramatic spot, pos- 
sibly playing ‘Mary of Scotland’ with 
Flora Robson as Queen Elizabeth. 
Burns and Allen will have several 
comedy bits and Barry Wood will 
sing the program’s theme tune, ‘I 
Left My Heart at the Stage Door 
Canteen,’ from the Irving Berlin all- 
soldier show, ‘This Is the Army.’ 
Raymond Paige is the permanent 
conductor. Raymond Gram Swing, 
Lowell Thomas or H. V. Kaltenborn 
are being sought for the first show 
to introduce Paul V. McNutt from 
Washington. 

Talent for the second broadcast in 
the series isn’t set, but Alice Faye is 
being sought for vocalist and Mau- 
rice Evans is probable for the dra- 
matic spot. Walter O’Keefe and Ed 
Wynn are mentioned for the comedy 
assignment. 

Earle McGill, of CBS, is directing 
the program and Frank Wilson is 
the writer. Roger White is produc- 
ing for the C. L. Miller agency. 

















Broholm Heads WLS Scripts 
Chicago, July 21. 
Ray Broholm is the new head of 
the continuity department at WLS, 
Chicago, being stepped up from the 
Sales department. 
Broholm replaces Frank Baker, 





who resigned to join WJIWC. 


MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES 
BUY TIME IN MEXICO 


Mexico City, July 21. 

Local municipal government em- 
ployees who have a union of their 
own that is one of the strongest in 
Mexico, are arranging with several 
radio stations here for Paid time, 
which, it is understood, will in some 
cases be as much as 30 minutes, 
thrice weekly, to tell the public of 
what it asserts is thé true current 
situation in this country. This radio 
broadside is expected to start about 
Aug. 1 and will be maintained for 
an indenite period. , 

Orators of the union and other 
public servants’ organizations, ace 
writers and scientists will feature 
the programs with talks. 


sinatra 








Alberto Campobasso Lists 
WEVD Radio Time In 
Bankruptcy Petition 


A bankruptcy petition by Alberto 
Campobasso, radio actor, was filed 
last week in N. Y. federal court 
listing liabilities of $14,511. 

The petition enumerated a debt 
of $500 to station WEVD, N. Y« for 


broadcasting time during 1937 and 
1938. 








Preston Bradley’s ‘Front’ 


Chicago, July 21. 

‘The Home Front,’ a program 
showing what the ordinary folk are 
doing to further the war effort, on 
from 9:30 to 10 p.m. over WLS. 

Dr. Preston Bradley is commenta- 
tor of the series. Preliminary pro- 
grams _ include dramatization of 
founding of the Farm Commandos, 
work of the boy scouts in national 
defense, and interviews with two 
young girls and a teen-age boy who 
have replaced their soldier brother 
on a 300-acre Wisconsin farm. 





Atlantic Coast Web (Bulova) Has 
Rate Card: 


Discounts 25-507, 





Atlantic Coast Network, Arde 
Bulova promotion, issued rate cards 
this week. Basic card rate is $1,025, 
days, and $1,775, nights, for one 
hour on the eight-station net. Dis- 
counts range from 25% for 13-time 
deal to 50% for 260-time contract 
and, since loop claims it will only 
accept business on 13-time basis, the 
card rate actually is $768.75, days, 
and $1,331.25, nights. 

Bennett Larson, ex-Gotham 
agencyman and currently part owner 
of WWDC,.new Washington outlet 
and member station of Atlantic 
Coast net, is program director for 
the hookup. Only live show being 
piped currently is pickup of British 
Broadcasting Corp.’s North Atlantic 
Service. By Aug. Ist loop expects 
to have round robin installed via 
New York and Washington at which 





time it will start to pipe live shows 
out of latter city. 

WNEW is key station and acts as 
pivot for both northern loop (WFCI, 
WCOP, WNBC, WELI) and south- 
ern loop (WFBR, WPEN, WWDC)}). 
Two supplementary stations are 
WBOC, Salisbury, and WJEJ, Ha- 
gerstown, both in Maryland. 


GEN. ELECTRIC LETTERS 
CHANGED ON F-M UNIT 


Schenectady, N. Y., July 21. 

The call letters of General Elec- 
tric’s Schenectady FM station have 
been changed to W85A from W2XOY. 
The latter was an experimental 
designation. 

The FM outlet is now operating on 
a 3 to 10 p.m. schedule. 

















“THERE IS 
A BIG JOB FOR 


ADVERTISING TO DO” 


Says NATHAN D. GOLDEN, Industrial Consultant 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


“A 

DVERTISING can contribute to the war effort in 
many ways. It does not become a non-essential with 
the advent of war. In fact, its function becomes increas- 


ingly important... 


“There is a big job for advertising to do in keeping 


hope and courage and determination blazing in the 


minds of those on the production lines—and in the 


minds of those behind the production lines. 


“People’s habits change. They forget how much they 


desired many things. They become rooted in different 
ways of life. Advertising can keep the spark of life in 
that deferred demand — keep it flickering gently until 
that day when the United States returns to—not normal 
demand, but our usual stimulated demand. 


“We did not build our standard of living on the nor- 


mal demands of human beings, for no one has ever op- 


erated in a ‘normal’ market. We have had a ‘stimulated 


2 





demand’ economy throughout our lifetime — and adver- 
tising has been the great stimulator. Now is no time to 
shut off the spark which energizes American business, 


“As the war economy matures — as more of our cur- 
rent life becomes channeled into a definite part in the 
winning of the war—there will be time to look ahead 
and explore these possibilities. This may have much to 
do with establishing advertising policies which will 
speed up the process of converting the United States 
to a post-war plenty, by telling and selling the public 
the real part played by business, just as advertising 
in the past has speeded up the distribution of product 


throughout our national economy.” 


te To those whose fortitude in fotal war adds another shout of defiance fo the enemies of 
free American enterprise and democracy... this space is dedicated by The Nation's Station. 
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~ SUSTAINERS ARE INDIRECTLY FOR PROFIT 
JUDGE RULES, DENYING WEVD, N.Y. POINT 





Station Sought to Defend Violation of a Musical 
Copyright on Grounds It Was Not a Performance 
for Profit—Court Holds Sustainers Have Purpose 

» 

In granting an injunction against ‘Intratour and Milton Start 
fingement case Judge Aifred cc, German ‘Truth’ Broadcast 
Intratour, an actress from 


Coxe, of the N. Y. federal court,| Ilse 
last week held that so long as a;Germany, and David Milton, an 





. . } . . 
station sold time it rated as a com- | American actor and writer, have 
mercial operation and thereby) pooled talent to form the ‘Inde- 
brought all its programs within the| pendent Radio League’ and have 


launched German language program 
on WHOM, Jersey City. 
It’s called ‘Dedicated to the Truth.’ 


WJR’s ‘F.0.B.’ Brochure 


Detroit, July 21. 

WJR has distributed an elaborate 
brochure reviewing the intent and 
contents of the ‘F.O.B. Detroit’ pro- 
gram series which the station pro- 
duced and fed to a CBS network 
Saturday matinees. The brochure, 
illustrated with sketches and photo- 
graphs, contains extensive excerpts 
from the broadcast talks by officials 
of local industrial plants, telling of 
achievements on the production line. 

The publication is dedicated to 
‘industry and labor who made De- 
troit a leader both in peace and in 
war.’ 


purview of the performance-for- 
profit provision of the copyright 
law. The suit had been filed by 
Associated Music Publishers, Inc. 


WEVD set up the defense that the 
broadcast of the composition con- 
trolled by the AMP was not a public 
performance for profit because it was 
part of a sustaining program and be- 
cause the station operates under a 
non-profit policy. Judge Coxe’s opin- 
ion pointed out that ‘sustaining pro- 
grams are necessary in the business 
of broadcasting since they help build 
listener appeal and provide an in- 
ducement for advertisers.’ ‘Also that 
the station ‘is operated in much the 
same way as a commercial station,’ 
even though, as the evidence showed, 
WEVD’s defiicits are underwritten 
by an association composed of vari- 
ous labor groups. 


Another defense advanced was that 
the number had come from a phono- 
graph record purchased in the ordi- 
mary channels of trade. The court 
dismissed this argument with the 








remark that it was ‘plainly unten- 
able,’ since the copyright act affords 
protection against that very use. 











Whitlock to California; 


Gaynor to Alabama 

Lt. Allen M. Whitlock, of the 
Army reserve, an account executive 
of the Marschalk & Pratt 
has been called for active duty and 
will serve as public relations officer 
at the West Coast Air Force Train- 
ing Center, Santa Ana, Cal. Paul 
Gaynor, of the same agency's art de- 
partment, has received orders to re- 
port at Craig Field, Selma, Ala., for 
pilot training with the Army Air 
Corps. 

Pyt. Edward J. Whitehead, for- 
merly of the M. & P. radio depart- 
ment, has been selected to attend 
the Infantry Officers Training 
School, Ft. Benning, Ga. 


RUSH JOB ON 
KELLOGG E.T.3 


J. Walter Thompson agency’s Chi- 
cago office is rushing through a 
series of 15-minute transcriptions in 
Kellogg’s behalf with the idea of 
beating the recording deadline of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
(July 31). The programs are slated 
to go on the air in the fall. 


Columbia has the cutting assign- 
ment. 


agency, 
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Literally WOWO is the bugler. 
“First Call”—6:00 A.M. ... “Rev- 
eille’—6:10 A.M. ... “Assembly"— 
Hie fee 
It's "Reveille Time” over WOWO-— _ service . 
a busy, cheerful half-hour of bugle 
calls, martial music, news, informa- 


tion, entertainment, and good fellow- 


ship. With the collaboration of the 


military life. 
Army, the broadcast is picked up at tions, makes 
Baer Field and amplified throughout 
this Army Air Base. Sixty-two Mid- 
west counties—more than 2,000,000 — prospects. 


parents, friends, and well- 


area—can now share this pre-break- 
fast audition of Army life. 

“Reveille Time,” conceived by 
WOWO, is a typical Westinghouse 
. - @ real contribution to the 
Army's public-relations department... 


a true bringing-together of civilian and 


WOWO, like all Westinghouse sta- 


life dramatic and ex- 


citing for the millions of typical 


Americans who are your leading 





wishers across a three-state 
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From the Production Centres 


Pte eseeee?® 


IN NEW YORK CITY... ) 


THe Rapro Trave ts Discussinc: Shostakovitch’s Seventh Symphony 
and the gala event Toscanini and Sarnoff made of it—what comes next 
in the Petrillo showdown—-The Blue network’s big week of new busi- 
ness, what with Mail Pouch, Minneapolis Honeywell and Electric Boat 
signed—the surprised-it-didn't-happen-sooner hiring of Major De 
Seversky as a radio aviation commentator. 


++ 





Lester Vail, regularly directing ‘John’s Other Wife’ and ‘The Ander. 
sons,’ also handling ‘Stella Dallas’ during the vacation of Richard Leon- 
ard.,.Arthur Hanna subbing on Leonard’s other show, ‘David Harum’... 
Clifford Stork added to ‘Second Husband’ cast...James Meighan joined 
‘Stella Dallas’ troupe and Henry M, Neely newcomer to ‘Young Widder 
Brown’ players...Newest ‘Mr. Keen’ case has Spencer Bentley, Vivian 
Smolen, Dick Sanders and Allen DeWitt in the cast...Dennis Ryan now 
tenor solo on ‘Manhattan Merry Go Round’...Gotham Hosiery enters the 
radio field for the first time with the sponsorship of Pegeen Fitzgerald’s 
WOR series, ‘Pegeen Prefers,’ three times a week starting Aug. 3. 

Dorothy Kilgallen, radio and newspaper columnist, and Mrs. Maria 
Kramer, Hotel Lincoln executive, guested from New York over the Blue 
band, July 19, on Blue Barron’s Show of Yesterday and Today, part of 
which originated in Des Moines. 

Ed Byron, producer-director of ‘Mr. District Attorney,’ taking his first 
vacation in four years by going to the hospital for a minor operation... 
Theodore C. Streibert, WOR general manager, to West Hampton, L. I. 
for vacation...due back Aug. 3...Columbia’s ‘Nature of the Enemy’ has 
folded and ‘They Love Forever’ rg¢turns to the air Sunday night (26), 
with Bill Robson directing and Howard Teichman again writing...Tom 
Tully joined ‘John’s Other Wife’ cast...Pert Prager, of Benton & Bowles, 
taken a place at Stamford, Conn....he’s due back Monday (27) from 
three-week vacation. 

Blue network is moving Morgan Beatty’s evening series ahead a half- 
hour from 10.30 to warm up the 10 p. m,. spot for Raymond Gram Swing, 
who gets that time when he switches over Sept. 28 from Mutual...Kay 
Lorraine made four sides for Victor standard label last week...Arnold 
Moss into a lead in the ‘Mary Marlin’ serial...he already does the nar- 
ration on “The 22d Letter’ and ‘This Is Our Enemy’ and has a lead in 
‘Against the Storm’...‘Chamber Music Society of Lower Basin Street’ 
may originate from the Coast when Zero Mostel goes there on his Metro 
contract...Carole Landis will be co-quizzer on ‘Vox Pop’ with Warren 
Hull when Parks Johnson vacations during August...Lyons agency is 
peddling a new Irene Beasley show, ‘Come On America, Sing with Me.’ 

Wyn Orr, production assistant to Rikel Kent, is now directing ‘Valiant 
Lady,’ with Kent doing ‘Stories America Loves’....Charles Vanda re- 
ceived his Captain’s commission and reports this week with the Service 
of Supply, U. S. Army....Les Damon replaced Myron McCormick as 
Steve, the male lead in ‘Help Mate’....McCormick is on the Coast, mak- 
ing a picture for RKO....Phil Cohan directs tomorrow night’s (Thurs- 
day) Russian War Relief show over WNEW... .Bill Rousseau directed last 
week’s....the Radio Directors Guild makes the assignments... .Jane 
Dealy joined news writing staff of CBS....Hal Graves, WWRL, joined 
Signal Corps reserve and is studying aeronautical radio communications 
in New York....he’ll continue announcing at WWRL until called for 
active service....Upton Close subbed Monday evening (20) for H. V. 
Kaltenborn on NBC....Linton Welles had the assignment last night 
(Tuesday) and Morgan Beatty, John Gunther and Frazier Hunt follow in 
that order the balance of this week .Kaltenborn is vacationing.... 
Hugh Conover, formerly with WJSV, Washington, and WIS, Columbia, 
S. C.; Gordon Eaton, formerly of WBT, Charlotte, and WJNO, West Palm 
Beach, and Robert Stevenson, formerly of WNBF, Binghamton, N. Y., and 
WHN, New York, have joined the CBS announcing staff.... 

Dave Driscoll, WOR special events head, spending his vacation at the 
dentist’s....The Hal Jameses (Florence Sperl) have taken a house in 
New Canaan, Conn., for the summer....Bruce Wendell, formerly with 
WHN and WNEW, and Mark Gregory, formerly with the Yankee net- 
work, have joined the announcing staff of WOV....Bob Emery, who does 
the ‘Rainbow House’ series on Mutual, will do two dramatizations from 
‘Bambi,’ the new Disney cartoon, the next two Saturdays (25) and (1) on 
WOR....William I. Moore, secretary and commercial manager of WBNX, 
handling the station during the month’s absence of William C. Alcorn.... 
Recording of the voice of Warren Sweeney, of CBS, chosen by Earle 
McGill, one of the network's producer-directors, to be sent to Iowa Uni- 
versity for an analysis of speech’ pattern... .Incidentally, McGill taking 
a brief vacation before directing the ‘Stage Door Canteen’ program start- 
ing July 31. 


IN CHICAGO .. . 


The ‘Jolly Joe’ program, devoted to a reading of Chicago Sun comics, 
started as a new feature Sunday, 11:30 to noon, over WBBM....‘Joe’ is 
(Continued on page 29) 














Boston’s only 
Coast-to-coast 


Radio News 
Commentator 


A Yankee Network Feature 


sponsored by 
Loose Wiles in New England 
1:45— 2 P.M. Monday thru Friday 
and 


Available for Local Sponsorship 
- Your Mutual Station 


2:00 — 2:15 P.M. Monday thru Friday 
A Mutual Broadcasting System Cooperative 


rHe YANKEE NETWORK, we. 


21 BROOKLINE AVENUE BOSTON, MASS. 
Member of the Mutual Broadcasting System 
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Under present-day conditions, there’s a temptation 
to curtail advertising—a tendency to forget that the 
most economical insurance for tomorrow’s sales is 


to keep alive the reputation your product enjoys 
today. The best way to do this job is “on the air.” 


Radio has proved itself unequalled as a selling 
medium—and it’s even more outstanding as the 
medium to keep ’em remembering. 


Today, when cost plays such an important part in 

i the selection of an advertising medium, remember 
that the Blue Network gives you nationwide cov- 
erage of all income classes at the lowest cost per 
family reached offered by any medium entering 
the home. And this Blue coverage is concentrated 
in the important 561 counties where 80% of all 
U. S. retail sales are made. (Incidentally, 14 new 
“money market” stations have been added to the 
Blue since January 1942.) 





the network — 


PRIORITIES 


RATIONING 
TAXES 


\ PRICE CEILINGS 
NCFUTURE SALES 





Blue Network sponsored shows are backed by 
live, enterprising audience-promotion campaigns, 
planned by the Blue. Add to this the Blue’s new 
sustaining program policy —which encourages the 
competitive showmanship of leading independent 
program producers—and you see why the Blue 
reaches more homes per dollar. 


No wonder 16 new advertisers have chosen the 
Blue this year —more new accounts than any other 
network. Satisfied advertisers, old and new, have 
proved “it’s easy to do business with the Blue.” 


Blue Network Company, A Radio Corporation of America Service. 
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onsors in Argentina ¢ 
p ‘ ? 
SEPT OOCECOOH PEFFSSSSSSHHSH SHH Hee 
By RAY JOSEPHS plus their guess on how many names 
Buenos Aires, July 10. will be forwarded, Program fea- 
: EPGFS ‘he lie Cl tures melodies dedicated to ‘las 
Revier Eis ——— Charile _ rubias’ (the blondes). Popularity 
geries on LR 1 Radio (El Mundo), clief that all Latins 


Deal worked out with 20th Century 
Fox. Talent is Roberto Salinas com- 
pany. 

Santa Paula Serenaders batoned 
by Raul Sanchez Reynoso returns to 
Radio Belgrano (LR 3) for regular 
series after absence of several 
months. 





Miguel Padula and tango unit fea- 
turing vocals of Roberto Ivara set at 


LR 6 Radio Mitre in program 
especially appealing to collegiate 
crowd. 





MeCann-Erickson sets new Pan- 
Am series ‘Al Paso del Mundo’ on 
Splendid (LR 4). R. J. Ripari head 
of Cia. Argentina de Petroleos 
which is local subsidiary of Pan-Am 
inaugurated series which will be 
handled by Raul Gurruchaga. Talent 
includes Perlita Luz and Aida Fal- 
eon. 





Blonodol, soap, running new series 
on Mundo. At 5 p.m. dubbed ‘How 
many blondes are there?’ Blondes 
are invited to send in their names 
and addresses before a certain date 








refutes Yanqui 
are dark-haired 
ide is also popular. 





Horacio Varela writing new series 
‘El Hanto Negro’ (Negro 
for Radio Argentina LR 2. Program 
to feature U. S. negro folk songs, 
many of them Stephen Foster melo- 
dies. Sponsored by Yerba Pajaro 
Azul. 





Mercedes Simone back on Radio 
Belgrano. Singer is one of the big- 
gest disc sellers here. 





Franco-Inglesa, which claims to 
be the world’s largest drugstore, sets 
new record for mail response. Of- 
fering prize flacon of perfume for 
the first 50 letters received, follow- 
ing a 2:30 p.m. broadcast, they got 
52,596 letters. Many spent cash on 
cables or special delivery letters 
costing more than the prize. 





‘Dos Guitarras en La Noche’ (Two 
Guitars in the Night) begun as 
softener on Radio El Mundo, taken 
over by Sarmiento chain, runs 
Wednesdays and Fridays at 10:30 to 


| 
| 


11:00 Program employs 
and Zaldivar in local music. 





Phillips radio receivers (one-time 


| Dutch outfit now H.Q.’d in the U. S.) 


Proves that perox- | 


back on the air on Radio Argentina 
with program featuring tipica 
(tango) ork of Juan Calo and songs 
by Azucena Maizani plus vocal trio 
of Don Fabian. 





Magnesia San Pellegrino on Bel- 
sponsoring Albetto Vila, 


frano 18 


| Argentine cinema star, imported to 


Lament) | 








Hollywood by RKO but just returned 
here. Vila sings with Mario Mau- 
rano orchestra. 





Andre Segovia, Spanish guitarrist, 
drawing much attention for two 
Wednesday special concerts on Radio 
Munde (LR 1). 





Radio Belgrano (LR 3) was only 
local outlet to broadcast short ad- 
dress of Dr. Ramon Castroviejo, 
Spanish oculist who came here to 
look at the eyes of late President 
Roberto Ortiz. Program was a pick- 
up from the Plaza Hotel, sponsored 
by Delbene Brothers, soap. Famed 
medico was introduced by Dr. Nico- 
las Romano, President of the Asso- 
ciation Medica Argentina. 





de Comedias 
Belgrano for 


Nelly Quel’s Cia. 
Musicales, signed by 
Kolynos toothpaste. 





Bols gin now running special daily 
news bulletins from 8:23 to 8:30 
over Mundo and Red (Azul y 








.. for war-born night owls 


It’s a topsy-turvy world, says Joe. Working 
the late shift, he answers an alarm clock 
reveille in mid-afternoon. Ends his work- 
ing day when ordinary mortals are pound- 
ing the pillow. Never seems to catch up 


with what’s happening in this old world, 


It was for Joe and thousands of Cleveland 
wart workers like him that WGAR created 
a very special radio show. Six times weekly, 
the Night Shift swings into action during 
the hour before midnight. It tells Joe who 


won the ball game and the big fight. 


numbers, 


Brings latest news flashes from distant war 





fronts. Obliges with everything 


fo 


Aiv 





m bat- 


ting averages to the latest platters of 


BASIC STATION, .; COLUMBIA BROADEASTING SYSTEM 


G. A. Richards, President .;.. John PF, Patt, Vice President and 


eneral Manager 


doctor ordered for tired war workers... a 
combination of news and musie, entertain- 


ment and relaxation. 


Surprising how much our wat-born night 
owls appreciate this service. They write 
their thanks. They phone to request special 


They 


responded to a souvenir 


offer with more than one thousand dimes. 
All of which leads us to believe that Night 
Shift, like other specially prepared WGAR 
programs, is helping to win the war... by 
making life fuller for Joe, 






Edward Petry & Company, inc. 


National Representative 


inane 





Blanca). J. Walter Thompson Agency 
handling. Special AP bulletins are 
being used. 





Los Rancheros w.k. Mexican quar- 
tet may take out Argentine citizen- 
ship because of increasing difficul- 
ties of foreign air talent here. 





‘It Happened Yesterday’ new Tues- 


| day and Saturday 12:45 one spot on 


Mundo network for Gillette Razors, 
with Ferreyra and Zeleda_ sports 
comment and general commentary 
by C. A. Taquini. 





Maria Ester Lagos and Sergio 
Montes return to Radio Rivadavia 
(LS 5) in Enrique de Carli’s ‘Prin- 
cesita’ daily from 11:00 to 11:30. 





Rades chain opering Raul Spivak’s 
symphony for Lakme Perfumes Sun- 
days from 8:30 to 10:30. Show orig- 
inated at the Biblioteca de Consejo 
de Mujeres, before invitation audi- 
ence. 





Francisco Alvarez comic actor, 
opens new show ‘Don Ambrosio 
Golondrina’ on LR 2 (Radio Argen- 
tina). Scripts by local English- 
Spanish translator Manuel Barbera 
with Juan Monte as m.c. and Ricardo 
Bruni handling commercials. 





Adolfo Aviles, the film commenta- 
tor, has moved from Splendid to 
Mundo, 








‘Cineasta’ and Trini Arias set new 
film program on Radio Fenix 
(LR 9). 

Teresita Puertolas and Pepe 


Sassme with child star Elianne Ar- 
royo doing dramatization of novel 
‘Secuestro’ with kidnapping theme 
for Radio del Pueblo. Alfredo Equis 
handling script. 





Mexican Ambassador (Octavio 
Reyes Espindola) on Radio del Es- 


tado in talk on Mexican music, 
authors and interpreters, Program 
unusual here featured Monsignor 
Martinez. 





Keep Old Studios 
In Case Bombs 
Begin to Fall 


Milwaukee, July 21. 

While WTMJ and W55M will move 
on Aug. 5 from their present home 
in The Journal building downtown 
to their elaborate new Radio City 
plant five miles away in the subur- 
ban area, the present studios are 
not to be abandoned. There are 
numerous war production plants not 
far from the new location and, if 
enemy bombs should fall there, op- 
erations could be switched back 
without loss of time to the studios 
that have been the scene of opera- 
tions for the past 15 years or more. 

Formal dedication of Radio City 
will take place Aug. 23, and admis- 
sion at any time will be by ticket 
only. 





Rosemarie Brancato Is 
Second Singer to Cancel 





On Latin Stranding Fear 


Rosemarie Brancato has cancelled 


| her opera tour of Buenos Aires and 


Rio, where she had been scheduled 
for 18 appearances, the soprano 
fearing she may not be able to ob- 
tain return transportation. She has 
been booked in Milburn, N. J., for 
two weeks of ‘The Pirates of Penz- 
ance’ beginning Aug. 27, to be fol- 
lowed with ‘The Desert Song.’ 

Singer is the second coloratura 
to cancel out a S. A. booking, she 
having been engaged to replace 
Bidu Sayao, Brazilian coloratura of 
the Met who cancelled to fill dates 
with the Cincinnati Opera Co. No 
replacement has as yet been chosen 
for Miss Brancato, who was sched- 
uled to fly the middle of this month 
to Rio. 





New York City.—Joseph Losgar, 
member of the transmitter engineer- 
ing staff of WWRL, New York, has 
resigned to become a monitor opera- 
tor for the Federal Communications 
Commission. 

Bob Burn, member of the WWRL 
sales staff, has resigned to take a 





job with Brewster Aircraft Corp. 


WLW SALES — 
STAFF RALLY 


Cincinnati, July 21 

WLW’s summer sales conference is 
to be held for three days, starting 
Friday (24), with Robert E. Dun- 
ville and Harry Mason Smith, pre- 
siding. James D. Shouse will give 
the opening talk. 

From the New York office will 
be Warren Jennings, manager: El- 
don Park, Georgia Comtois, Bernard 
Musnik, and Frank Fenton. It wil! 
be Fenton’s final mecting until after 
the war, as he enters the Army soon, 

From Chicago, Dewey Long, man- 
ager, will be accompanied by Dick 
Garner and George Clark. 

Local salesmen are William P, 
Robinson and Herb Flaig. 

They will leook over the new 
downtown setup for Crosley stations’ 
studios and offices in the former 
Elks” Temple, 9th and Elm. James 
R. Rockwell, chief engineer, in 
charge of revamping job, expects 
operations to be under way there 
by Sept. 1. 





Akron, 0.—Don Gottwald, Jr., and 
Irving Stuart Lebowitz have become 
announcers at WADC, Akron. Other 
recent addition to the spieling staff 
is Glenn Phillips. 
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Personalities that sell 


Even youthful personalities can do a fine 
selling job on the air, as the Rath Kid- 
dies Revue has proved, Pictured at the 
mike is Jackie Alton, of 
Rapids, a ‘“‘personaliiy’’ younger 
the program itself. 


Lee Cedar 


than 


Rath Renews 
Kiddies Revue 
on WMT-KRNT 


One of 


America’s large meat- 
packers, the Rath Packing Company 
of Waterloo, Iowa, measures its na- 
tion-wide business in millions 

Also, Rath wisely cultivates its 


home market. Already a long-time 
advertiser on WMT  (Waterloo- 
Cedar Rapids), Rath began sponsor- 
ship of the WMT Kiddies Revue five 
years ago, 

Last year, results led to a Cowles- 
station hook-up, including KRNT in 
Des Moines. Again results proved 
the effectiveness of the stations and 
the program, which continued gain- 
ing in popularity to attain a peak 
daytime-rating. 

So, this month, another Rath re- 
newal becomes effective on KRNT 
and WMT—adding another year’s 
group to this five-year 
future stars, 


KS0 
ARNT 


The Cowles Stations in 


DES MOINES 


parade ol 


BASIC BLUE 
AND MUTUAL 
5000 WATTS 


BASIC 
COLUMBIA 
5000 WATTS 





Affiliated with the Des Moines 
Register and Tribune 





Represented by The Katz Agency 
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Production Centres 


Continued from page 26 


Joe Kelly....CBS has a new display booth between the north and south 
Wrigley buildings on Michigan avenue, containing news tickers, embel- 
lished by pictures of the network’s outstanding news analysts—a blonde 
CBS page sits in window for decorative purposes. 

Washington Park Race Track is going in for an intensive radio adver- 
tising campaign, with 30 transcribed one-minute spot announcements daily 
over WGN, WMAQ, WENR, WCFL, WJJD, WIND and WAIT....Dale 
O’Brien, formerly of the Howard G. Mayer publicity office in Chciago, 
has been named publicity director of WGN, replacing Bruce Dennis, who 
resigned for commission with the United States Navy. 

Actors Company of Chicago, currently presenting recent Broadway 
play, ‘Letters to Lucerne,’ comprised almost wholly of thespians from 
local radio shows....Lou Krugman is currently in ‘Ma Perkins’ and ‘Fly- 
ing Patrol,’ Arnold Robertson, in ‘The Bartons’ and ‘Author’s Playhouse,’ 
Hope Summers in ‘Guiding Light,’ Hellen. Van Tuyl of ‘Road to Happi- 
ness’ airer, and others. Players are readying ‘The Moon Is Down’ for 
showing here first week in August. 

Voice and violin of Don Pedro return to WAAF every week day morn- 
ing at 10 o’clock....T. E. Schreyer, operations supervisor of the NBC 
Central Division, has taken up flying and already has seven solo hours to 
his credit....William Littledale, member of NBC’s Chicago radio guide 
staff, becomes a radio technician in the U. S. Navy....R. J. Teichner, 
NBC treasurer, a visitor in Chicago this week. 

Art Maus and Milt Korf, WBBM control booth engineers, have been 
promoted to studio supervisors....Lorraine Hall, m.c. on ‘Every Woman's 
World,’ this week hosted some 300 marines, soldiers and sailors at How- 
ard’s Servicemen’s Center....WBBM newsman Todd Hunter’s two step- 
sons, Frank and Wallace, are now with the Army Air Force. 

Merrit R. Schoenfeld, Blue Network sales manager to Minneapolis on 
business....Tom O’Shanter Country Club through Jim Duffy, Inc., ordered 
ten one-minute announcements on WENR plugging its open golf tourna- 
ment....Don McNeill, Jack Baker, Marion Mann and the Escorts and 
Betty, Chicago Breakfast Club stars, doing personals this week in Youngs- 
town, Ohio. 

Arthur.F. Harre, appointed sales manager of WJJD, has been local sales 
manager of WIND for the past six months....Marshall McGuineas, son 
of William A. McGuineas, WGN sales mgr., was sworn into the Marines 
....Jerry Walker, formerly of KOAC, Covallis, Oregon, replaces Bill 
Adams in the WLS continuity department....Adams has resigned to enter 
the United States Army Signal Corps. 

Ruth Stone, in the role of a tune detective, on new program, ‘Music 
With a Lift,’ aired over WIND, visits leading Chicago music stores and 
selects best new recorded orchestra music for broadcasts, explaining to 
audience reasons for selection and significance of music. 

John McCutcheon Raleigh, war_correspondent, who has been broadcast- 
ing by short wave from Sydney, Australia, for CBS, was a Chicago visitor 
this week. Raleigh was enroute east to rejoin his wife, Elizabeth Wayne, 
who was WGN-Mutual correspondent in Batavia, Java. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Tue Rapio TRADE Is Discussinc: Smooth takeoff of the Tommy Riggs 
show—Can Petrillo get away with it?—The Biow agency’s production 
flurry—Coast radio’s 110% cooperation with the Government’s Victory 
Parade and Victory Theatre series and not a shirker in the lot. 





Announcer Mel Ruick’s leave-taking of the Lux program for a cap- 
taincy in the Army Corps was made a ceremonious occasion, with co- 
workers presenting him with all manner of gifts and the J. Walter 
Thompson agency handing him a roll of bills equivalent to two months’ 
pay...Bottle-cap trouble presumably prompted Ballantine to cast adrift 
Three-Ring-Timers, Milton Berle, Shirley Ross and Bob Crosby. Scripter 
Mannie Manheim goes on summer duty with Kraft while Carroll Carroll 
lets his typewriter cool for a few weeks..... Johnny Whitehead, editor of 
Radio Life, joined us as a private which rates some kind of recognition 
considering that most of the radio gang wangled commissions. ..Norman 
Morrell, Coast radio head of Lord & Thomas, now sporting the title of 
vice prez...Lou Silvers, music director, and George Wells, scripter, of 
Lux Radio Theatre, will prowl around New York for a few weeks of 
their summer layoff...Sidney Strotz invited all the music biggies to the 
studio for the NBC American premiere of Shostakovich’s ‘Seventh Sym- 
phony.’ He pitched right in on the discussions with Stokowski, Sir 
Thomas Beecham, Dr. Albert Coates, et al., which makes him the lead- 
ing classicist among the brass hats along radio row...If P. K. Wrigley 
and the Army approves, Gene Autry will continue his ‘Melody Ranch’ 
series on CBS for the duration of his service with the air corps...After 
muting band remotes for two nights, NBC’s John Swallow put them back 
on the air. No conflict with net’s policy regarding the St. Paul union 
trouble as the Coast line doesn’t reach that far...Milton Biow in town 
to look in on Vick Knight's audition of the Ginny Simms program. Next 
day he hustled back east with the recording...Kay Kyser ordered by 
G. W. Hill to preview his Luckies programs with a view to improving 
on the quality of contestants. 

Frank Morgan, written out of the Post Toasties’ program over NBC 
during a month’s vacation, by the device of ‘emotional amnesia’—con- 
stantly mentioned during his absence—returns to the program July 23, 
while Fannie Brice (‘Baby Snooks’) has started on her period of rest. 
Morgan was snapped out of the ‘amnesia’ and ‘brought’ from his dressing 
room for one show when Jimmie Durante could not hop back from the 
east in time for a scheduled guester—later filled. Frank Fay substituted 
for Morgan last week, clicking sharpest with his specialty of picking apart 
the lyrics of a pop tune—‘Tea for Two.’ 


WSNY IN SCHENECTADY | CFCF Man Dies in War 
APPOINTS HUMPHREYS te 


Sergeant-Observer James Godbe- | 
Schenectady, N. Y., July 21. 


here, former assistant in the com- 
O. F. Humphreys, Jr., has been ap- | mercial department, Canadian Mar- 
pointed national representative of |coni station CFCF, was killed in ac- 
WSNY, new station in Schenectady. | tion, it has just been officially noti- | 
Possessed of more than 10 years’ ex- fied here. He had been posted as 
perience as an account executive, |™Jssing. ria 
with the Yankee network and CBS, Reginald Macilliams, ex-control | 
he will devote all his time to WSNY. | engineer CFCF, who had joined up | 
Will headquarter in New York |&S wireless operator with the Ferry 
City. Command here, suffered fractured 
thigh and severe burns when his 
bomber crashed near this city re- 
cently during an experimental 
flight. 























PEARSON REPPING WIRE 


John E. Pearson Co. has been ap- 
pointed national sales representative 
of station WIRE, Indianapolis. 

Firm has offices in New York and 
Chicago. 





William L. Browne, former pro- 
duction manager of KPDN, Tampa, 





Texas, has been assigned as assistant 
recruiting officer in charge of the | 
Albany, Navy recruiting district. i 











Investigation Indicates 
Defense Workers Listen 
Heavily From 1-3 A. M. 


Seattle, July 21. 
Now on 24 hours a day, KJR, local 
Blue outlet, re-broadcasts a number 


of network sustainers each night dur- 
ing 12 midnight to 5:30 am. time, 
with the best programs bunched in 
the 1 to 3 a.m. period. This is con- 
sidered to be the heaviest listening 
period of the five and a half hour 
hour owl stint, according to Charles 
Brass, traffic manager of KOMO- 
KJR who arrived at this conclusion 
after plotting a graph which used 
the shift quitting times for various 
local shipyards, airplane plants and 
large factories. According to his 
figures most of the swingshifters will 
be home by 1 a.m. and probably in 
bed by 3. Also considered was the 
time of the first shift in the various 
plants and also the times of the early 
a.m. ferries across the sound to the 
Navy Yards. This showed that list- 
ening picks up again about 5 a. m. 
Both KJR and KOMO begin the days 
regular broadcasting schedule at 5:30. 

Typical early morning schedule on 
KJR has news, 1 a.m. to 1:15; records, 
1:15 to 1:30; 1:30-2 ‘Green Hornet,’ 
‘This Nation at War,’ ‘Meet Your 
Navy’—or ‘See All the Americas’,’ 
‘Alias John Freedom,’ ‘You Can’t do 
Business With Hitler; 2-2:15, Gang- 
busters;’ 2:15-2:30 ‘Men of the Sea; 
2:30-3, ‘The Army and Navy Game;’ 
plus ‘Between the Bookends,’ ‘Coun- 








Seattle Quizmaster 


Knuckle-Raps 


Public for Air Raid Ignorance 
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BERNARD SCHOENFELD 
AS EXECUTIVE ONLY 


Washington, July 21. 

Bernard C. Schoenfeld, who moves 
over from radio director of the WPB 
to be script supervisor of the radio 
section of the Office of War Infor- 
mation, will no longer write ‘This Is 
Our Enemy,’ the OEM series Sunday 
nights on Mutual. He will confine 
himself to execufive duties. 


Ellwood Hoffman, who has script- 
ed several programs for the WPB 
and OEM, will take over as author 
of ‘This Is Our Enemy,’ at least for 
the next few weeks. His first script 
will be broadcast Sunday night (26). 








terspy’ and ‘Listen, America’ to fill in 
until 5:30. 

Station has received a number of 
favorable comments on _ re-broad- 
easting of these day time network 
shows, usual remark being that they 
are a pleasant relief from steady 
music, mostly of the jitter-bug type. 





Carl Junker added to WDEF an- 
nouncing staff. Comes from WCOC, 
Meridian, Miss. 








Seattle, July 21, 

Emphasizing that it is a serious 
matter, Bob Nichols’ ‘Radio Parade’ 
has featured ten questions on air 
raid precautions for five consecu- 
tive broadcasts. Questions were 
made up by the Seattle Civilian 
Defense Council, and with a passing 
mark set at 75%, all quizzees flunked 
the test. 


‘Radio Parade’ scripter Bob Hillis 
admits that he is pretty tough in 
grading the quizzes, but says that the 
poor showing of those quizzed may 
serve to call the importance of know- 
ing the answers to the listening pub- 
lic. ‘The answers to these ten ques- 
tions might save your life,’ he says. 

Quizzees receive $2.50 in War 
Stamps for appearing on the pro- 
grams, two of which were on KIRO, 
two on KOMO, and one on KJR. 





Pasadena’s Name Lineup 


Pasadena, July 21. 

Among the artists and conductors 
engaged for the Pasadena Civic Au- 
ditorium course next season will be: 
Leopold Stokowski, Bruno Walter, 
Andre Kostelanetz, Jose Iturbi and 
Georg Snell, conductors, and Vladi- 
mir Horowitz, Jose and Amparo 


Iturbi, Dorothy Maynor and Joseph 
Szigeti, soloists. 





BECAUSE... 


used by the sponsor. 
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“Pegeen Prefers” is geared to the times. 
It’s a show deliberately planned to help 
_ women adapt their homes and habits to 


changing economic conditions. 
“Pegeen Prefers” gets results fast. One 
1547 replies at a 4.8¢ cost-per-inquiry. 


This is lower than the lowest cost-per- 


inquiry credited to any other media 


“Pegeen Prefers” is on WOR at one of 





starring smart, war-wise Pegeen Fitzgerald 


for your FREE 


announcement, for instance, just pulled 


the best women-listening spots in the 
WOR schedule; when the total audi- 


E MUTUAL BROADCA 


ence in New York, in fact, is 60% women! 


“Pegeen Prefers” is described in brief, 
but helpfully informative detail in a 
booklet just prepared by WOR. Send 





copy today. 





at 1440 Broadway, in New York 
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LEFTIST WEVD 





With Some Odd Contradictions 


AND THE WAR 








The E-V-D of WEVD stands for the socialist, Eugene V. Debs, who was | 
confined in Atlanta Penitentiary in the last war. The station has head- | 
quarters on West 46th Street, New York, and roots in the Jewish leftist 
press of the east side. Its languages are Yiddish and Italian with a smat- 
tering of Greek. On the whole the station is liberal in tone and has a 
better organized program schedule in terms of social breadth than is 
typical of many of the gas-and-wax outlets. Its English programs, too, 
answer this description. Union labor is especially identified with WEVD. 


19TH CENTURY PREJUDICES 

WEVD also goes in heavily for Irish jigs (with English continuity) and 
the Gaelic equivalent to plain American hillbilly frequently raises its 
quaint and plaintive voice. This is piquant on WEVD as is the orthodox 
‘philosopher’ whose intense Jewishness impels him to warn radio listeners 
against mixed marriages between Gentiles and Jews, a chauvinistic 
propaganda out of harmony with American democracy. The narrow view- 
point of liberal WEVD’s Yiddish sage is 19th century stuff. It’s a con- 
tradiction to the modernity evident in other WEVD broadcasts. 


1942 BROAD-MINDEDNESS 


The Yiddish parts of the schedule are notable for other oddities too. 
Kotex, a product that has tried and failed to find a radio formula in Eng- 
lish for the past 15 years, has been able to speak up. Listeners are in- 
vited to send for a booklet, ‘One Girl to Another’ to learn more. Incor- 
porated into a ‘Women in the News’ program from 9:15-9:30 a.m. was the 
following sequence of items one day last week: 

Local Druggist 

Feminine Hygiene 

‘One Girl to Another’ 

Kotex 

Queen Wilhelmina has arrived 

A lovesick teacher has committed suicide 
Sabotage in Paris 

Newark Brothers have a free-for-all fight 
Kotex 

Salvage your old tin cans 

Buy U. S. Bonds 


ASSORTED ADVERTISERS 

During the Yiddish periods the listener is invited to enjoy gefillte fish 
at a Delancey Street kosher restaurant, to buy slipcovers for the furniture, 
to send $1 for Rubinstein’s side-splittingly funny book, ‘Good Shabbes, 
Good Johr. Also there appears at distastefully frequent intervals the 
doleful reminders of King Solomon’s Cemetery, positively the last word, 
such a place it is. . 

A summer resort in the Catskills advertises accommodations at $21 a 
week. At the tail-end of announcements on courses in American citizen- 
ship comes the perennial spot announcements of the New Deal-created 
Empire Gold Service, one of the shrewdest buyers of hitch-hike blurbs in 
local radio hereabouts. 

Furriers, Yiddish theatres, kitchen waxpaper, the inevitable Stanback 
for headaches, that rodeo at the Polo Grounds, Crawford’s men clothes, 
Camay Soap, Blue Ribbon Beer, Saks Furniture, Alka-Seltzer, Pepsicola, 
are some of advertisers in Yiddish, WEVD seems definitely to exploit 
this racial element more effectively, with a richer variety of programs 
than is characteristic of its contemporaries. 


YIDDISH ‘BOARD OF JUSTICE’ 


The Yiddish flavor is strong in such items as its so-called ‘Board of 
Justice’ sponsored by Levi-Mazzos (if name was correctly caught) which 
has three judges who speak partly in English and partly in Yiddish. Its 
obvious counterpart is the ‘Good Wil! Hour’ of John J. Anthony on NBC. 
Heard Sunday at 11 a.m. the tear-jerking case concerned children who 
shun the support of their aging parents, the salaries of the no-accounts 
being stated and moralizing following as to filial obligations. This was 
announced on the air as Case No. 5031. 


A TALE FROM THE TALMUD 
Early Sunday afternoon Saks sponsored ‘Die Yiddisha Shiksa’ in- 
cluding a song, ‘Soviet Soldier,’ and a poem. A Talmudic legend was 








SAFFORD BACK IN CHICAGO 





developed about a rich Jew who lost the love of his beautiful wife who 
consorted with his man-servant. Fate reverses the positions, the once- 


| rich Jew becomes the servant to his former wife and servant. At a 


party when he is serving wine two tear-drops fall in the liquor, This is 
hard to render in a report. It is religious and sincere as performed and 
as intended. 

‘The Jewish Philosopher’ (mentioned earlier) is bankrolled by Camay 
Soap. There was a preliminary spiel anent a high school girl whose com- 
plexion was wondrously improved by Camay Soap causing her to over- 
come an inferiority complex. When the ‘Philosopher’ developed his 
aversions to Gentile-Jewish nuptials he sounded embarrassingly like the 
Nazi text-book, Dinter’s ‘The Sin Against Blood’ which has been peddled 
so assiduously in Germany this past decade. It seems preposterous, in- 
congruous, illiberal and unbelievable to hear such views on a radio sta- 
tion in the greatest democracy in the world. 


BLUE RIBBON BEER IS KOSHER 


Blue Ribbon Beer’s WEVD series is new. It concerns Jewish holidays 
and pleasures and its motto loosely translates as ‘On holidays a Jew is a 
king.’ The episode reviewed for these comments revolved about a lad 
just turned 13 who is undergoing the bar-mitzvah, or sacred rite of induc- 
tion into man’s estate in life. There was dialog about becoming a good 
American and a good Jew. The lad hesitated and had to be prompted. 
Afterwards at his home the guests assembled to greet him and wish him 
a useful and happy life. ‘Of course,’ said Blue Ribbon ‘there can be no 
real bar-mitzvah without Blue Ribbon Beer.’ Despite the commercial pay- 
off the whole program was ni¢ely and tactfully handled. 


THE SPIRIT OF GARIBALDI 


‘Our Italian friends’ (to quote WEVD) received a lot more intellectual 
pabulum on this wavelength than they have done recently on other sta- 
tions. There was, for example, the Italian Labor Educational Bureau 
which cried out that something must be done ‘to arouse public opinion in 
America to the Hitler barbarism.’ Then there was the ‘The Voice of 
Local 89’ of the Italian Ladies Garment Union. Count Carlo Sforza, the 
anti-fascist, was heard. ‘If you work for America, you work also for Italy’ 
listeners were told. ‘This is a peopie’s war’ from which Italy, too, will 
benefit as the present vultures are no good. America has no animosity 
against Italy and will respect Italy when the spirit of Garibaldi is re- 
stored and respectable Italians, not thugs, are again in control, 

Luigi Antonini, the union secretary, spoke of the 500,000 soldiers in the 
U. S. Army of Italian blood. He boasted that not one Italian name has 
appeared on the spy lists. He read many letters from doughboys all ex- 
pressing fine morale and American patriotism. He referred pointedly to 
President Roosevelt’s promise that there shaH be no discrimination against 
laborers of alien nationality. 

Of the run-of-mill Italian language stuff there was the customary full- 
ness although considerably less commercialism was noted in Italian com- 
pared to WEVD’s Yiddish. As was remarked of WBNX in the Bronx 
there was Catholic piety intermingled in the Italian service. The 35th edi- 
tion of one romanza, or continued story, had the invariable plot device, 
the Catholic confessional, in operation. Here was the heroine discussing 
the duties of the matrimonial state with her priest. Again there was 
allusion to a feast of ‘Our Lady of Mount Carmel.’ 

WEVD has a Greek half hour. It is heard Saturday night at 9. Records, 
announcements. That’s all. Wholly undistinguishable from so many 
similar stanzas elsewhere. 


Inside Stufl—Radio 





As is the preference of Procter & Gamble, the ‘Pepper Young's Family’ 
serial, has been converted into a package proposition with the National 
Artists & Concerts Corp., successor to the NBC’s Artists Service, handling 
the details. P & G prefers to have its daytime shows operating on a 
package basis, since in that way it obviates for itself and its ad agencies 
lots of bookkeeping details. By the package device the organization pro- 
ducing the program takes care of the writer, the director and the actors 
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WANTED Chicago, July 21. 

Harold A. Safford, program direc- | 

CREATIVE WRITER |tor at WLS, is back in town after a| 

for oe gd voereur en oe |month and-a-half in Tucson, Ari- 
emanating rom w York.}/- 
Knowledge of production-direc- ee as is 
tion helpful—Excellent opportu- || Safford went West to supervise the | 
nity. Box 144, Variety, New York. || "eorganization of KTUC, affiliated in 

{management with WLS. 
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|singer Ann Marlowe. 


and remits a single bill to the agency. 


Marion Spitzer has concocted a special format for the presentation of 
It’s called ‘Hello, Darling’ and sample discs will be 
cut at the Biow agency. Format is being offered as a five or ten-minute 
musical show. Miss Marlowe is otherwise ‘The Rinso Girl.’ 





Joseph Bonime, after a continuous association of 10 years with one 
agency, McCann-Erickson, is now on his own. He directed most of the 
programs of that agency, including ‘Let’s Dance’ for National Biscuit, 


| ‘Pick and Pat,’ ‘Dr. Christian,’ ‘Death Valley Days.’ 





Arthur Kudner, not J. Walter Thompson, is the agency for the ‘Star 
| Spangled Vaudeville’ of Fleischmann’s Yeast. Myron Kirk is producing. 





PAYROLL TRAFFIC — 


Mineral Wells, Tex.—Lieut. Lester 
W. Lindow, former executive of 
WFBM in Indianapolis, and WCAE 
in Pittsburgh, has been named head 
of the radio section of public rela. 
tions office at Camp Wolters. 








Chicago. — Ray Neihengen, sales 
traffic manager for the Blue Net- 
work’s Central Division, this week 
became a salesman in the Chicago 
local and spot sales department. 

Bob Ewing, local and spot sales- 
man, has been appointed Central 
Sales traffic manager for the Blue, 
succeeding Neihengen. 

Gladys Ferguson, secretary to E. 
K. Hortenbower, Blue salesman, 
moves up .O take over the local and 
spot sales traffic work, replacing 
Ewing. 

Minneapolis——Naph Conner has 
resigned as WMIN announcer to 
join the new Marshall Field station, 
WJWC, Chicago, as assistant to Clif- 
ton Utley, news commentator and 
the station’s news bureau head. 





Portland, Ore.—Fred Aiken, for- 
mer technician on KOIN-KALE 
staff, left for the south as a Staff 
Sergeant in the Marine Corps. 

Joe Mitchell, KOIN announcer, is 
now 2nd Lieutenant stationed at 
Vancouver Barracks, Washington. 

Bob Henderson, announcer on 
KOIN-KALE, is in the Army. 

New faces and voices on the 
KOIN-KALE §s staff’ include _an- 
nouncers Ronald Rule, formerly 
with KFPY, Spokane; Ralph Langlie 
from .KTSA, San Antonio, Texas: 
Herbert Smith from KOH, Reno, 
and Charlie Jackson. 

Two new receptionists greet the 
public at KOIN, Shirley Van Noy 
and Irene Hill. 





Seattle—Jack Kinzel, chief an- 
nouncer at KIRO, has been called 
to active duty in the Naval Reserve 
with the rank of ensign. Bob Spence 
replaces as head announcer. 





Schenectady. — Roy Rowan, for- 
merly chief announcer at WKZO, 
Kalamazoo, Mich., is now on the 
spieling staff of WGY, Schenec- 
tady. 

Buffalo.—Seymour Abeles, WBEN 
actor, enlisted in Army. 

Bobby Nicholson, musician-singer 
at WGR-WKBW, expecting his draft 
call shortly. 





San Antonio.— Tommy Reynolds 
has been named a member of the 
sales staff of station KABC. Rey- 
nolds comes from the station’s an- 
nouncing staff. J. A. Hillis is also 
a newcomer to the sales staff com- 
ing here from the Fort Worth Press. 























80% of Linguals 


| Promise to Be 








So 
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Very Careful 





Philadelphia, July 21. 

More than 80% of the stations 
using foreign languages have signed 
the voluntary code of wartime prac- 
tises, according to an announcement 
made here last week by Arthur 
Simon, chairman of the Foreign Lan- 
guage Radio Wartime Control Com- 
mittee. Simon is general manager 
of WPEN here. 

The stations which signed, num- 
bering 204, all have promised to 
monitor the foreign language pro- 
grams, check scripts and assume re- 


sponsibility for the broadcasts. 
Rational Representatives 








Wichita, Kas.—Robert McElhiney, 
formerly of Ft. Worth, Tex., is new 
sales promotion manager for radio 
Station Y FBI, 








Proof of Popularity 


Latest Hooper ratings 
show that Salt Lake City 
people listen most to 


KDYL 


The Popular Station 


JOHN BLAIR 
acount oxo) SALT LAKE CITY 
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Negro Bands’ Transportation Costs Small Disc Firms Say Their Interests 


Are Disregarded in Salvage Drive 


—*s 








Doubled by Railroad Jumps 








Bookers and managers of colored 
bands are almost at their wits end 
trying to route them around the 
country by train—and show a profit 
at the end of a week. At the mo- 
ment few of the Negro outfits are 


achieving that aim. An example of 
how the ban against busses, recently 
laid down by the Office of Defense 
Transportation, transforms black ink 
into red ink is in one of Louis Arm- 
strong’s recent weeks. 

It cost Joe Glaser, Armstrong’s 
booker, close to $1,800 to move the 
band by train on seven one-nighters, 
which is more than double the for- 
mer outlay for transportation. When 
a band travels by rail there is not 
only the ticket levy for each man, 
there is always extra charges at each 
end of a trip,-for trucks to transport 
instruments, etc., and cabs or what- 
ever is available for the men. 


With the average colored band 
that increase in transportation costs 
usually means the difference be- 
tween profit and loss. 


Politicians Address 
Resolutions on Petrillo 
To President Green, AFL 


Detroit, July 21. 

James C. Petrillo’s objection to 
the ‘competition of amateur musi- 
cians’ which forced NBC cancella- 
tion of the Interlochen National High 
School Orchestra broadcasts was 
jointly protested here last week by 
the so-called ‘Young Democrats’ and 
the ‘Young Republicans’ of Michigan. 
A joint letter asking AFL Prexy Wil- 
liam Green to take Petrillo to task 
for his action was sent by Albert 
Carson of Detroit, National Commit- 
teeman for Michigan of the Young 
Democrats, and Wallace Colwell, 
also of this city, past National Com- 
mitteeman for the Young Republi- 
cans, 

Assailing Petrillo’s action as ‘a sad 
blow to every music-loving young- 
ster in America, whether he plays a 
violin or a mouth organ,’ they added: 
‘Young artists are getting a wrong 
slant on the whole labor movement 
because Petrillo can’t give them one 
g00d reason for his ruling. From 
where does Petrillo expect to en- 
roll his membership in future years. 
These young Interlochen musicians 
will some day play in our leading 
orchestras and dance bands. The 
future Stowkowskis and Benny 
Goodmans of America are at Inter- 
lochen now.’ 


CLARENCE FUHRMAN’S 
18-MAN ‘SYMPHONY’ 


Philadelphia, July 21. 

Clarence Fuhrman, leader of the 
KYW house orchestra and batoneer 
of a dance band for many years, 
will do serious music starting this 
fall. 

He will take an 18-man ‘sym- 
Phonic’ orchestra on a tour of the 
smaller towns in the East to give 
two-hour concerts. Soloists with the 
band will be the Royal Harmony 
Singers, Edmund Vichnin, concert 
Pianist, and Raphael Druian, violin- 
ist. Joel Charles, Philly booker, is 
handling the tour. 

















Dick Jurgens Opens Aug. 
4 at Meadowbrook Spot 


Dick Jurgens orchestra opens at 
Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Cedar 
Grove, N. J, Aug 4, for three 
weeks. Jurgens, a Chicago area 
fave, is currently finishing up a long 
Stay at the Totem Pole Ballroom, 
Auburndale, Mass. 


Band also is set for the Strand 
heatre, New York, soon after 
Meadowbrook. Date at Meadow- 


brook is Jurgens first in the New 
York area. 





vt 


47 Junks Its Juke 


Los Angeles, July 21. 

When James C., Petrillo issued 
his edict against recorded tunes 
he inadvertently caused a deli- 
cate diplomatic situation at Mu- 
Sicians Local 47. In the club- 
room stands a juké box, now si- 
lent. 

Instead of giving out with me- 
chanical music, it bears a legend, 
‘For Sale, Cheap.’ 


Astor Roof May 
Run Fall, Also 
Through Winter 


The Astor hotel, New York, hopes 
to keep its Roof Garden open well 
into the fall this year, perhaps for 
the entire winter. Normally the 
1,000 capacity dining room is shut- 
tered around Labor Day. Opera- 
tors are shopping for a band to fol- 
low Harry James, who opens Aug. 
16 and closes Sept. 5. 

For the past several years the 
Astor has had ideas of keeping the 
Roof open, but never went through. 
This season is different, however. 
Gas rationing, lack of tires, etc., has 
crowded most of New York’s dining 
and dancing spots to capacity, par- 
ticularly on week-ends. 


Petrillo Okays Record 
Salvage Show Despite 
His Jukebox Frowns 


Musical program’ designed _ to 
arouse interest in the current drive 
to recover old records by Records 
for Our Fighting Men, will occupy 
the 7:30-8 p.m. spot on CBS tonight 
(Wed.). Shepherded by John Ham- 
mond, jazz enthusiast, the half hour 
will present Benny Goodman, Teddy 
Wilson, Red Norvo, Cootie Williams 
and Oscar Levant, outstanding mu- 
sicians all. 
cut in from Boston, where he’s play- 
ing. Levant will play a Shosta- 
kovich Polka from one of that Russe 
composer’s ballets. 

James C. Petrillo, head of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
has given his okay to the use of the 
musicians on the program, which is 
an ironical twist. Records For Our 
Fighting Men is an organization de- 
signed to recover old discs, which 
in turn will be sold to recording 
companies for the needed shellac 
they contain so that the recording 
companies can continue to manu- 
facture platters. Petrillo recently 
ordered a halt to disc making which 
will prevent his men from record- 
ing after Aug. 1. 























barred from recording after 
record companies from pressing new 
platters so long as they have ma- 
terials to make them and a suffi- 
cient backlog of pre Aug. 1 masters. 





‘Music for Victory’ 


Philadelphia, July 21 
Another ‘Music for Victory’ d-Qre 
under the auspices of Local 77, 
American Federation of Musi«ians, 
is skedded for tonight on the Ben- 
jamin Franklin Parkway. 





The dance is the second of a series | 


sponsored by the union for service 
men stationed or visiting in this city. 
The last dance held two weeks ago 
drew 3,000 service men. Set to 
provide music tonight are the bands 
led by Frankie Masters, Clarence 
Fuhrman and Eddie Phillips. Danc- 
ing partners are provided by the 
USO. 





Goodman's bit will be | 





| now 
However, while musicians will be | 
that | 
date the order does not prevent} 
| by 
| principals 
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Trammell and Woods Were 
Due to See Petrillo Yester- 
day (Tuesday) Before 
KSTP Broadcaster Issued 
Statement 


ee 


SOME HOPE STILL 





Events of possible’ significance 
were occurring swiftly early this 
week in the Petrillo-disc situation. 
Niles Trammell and Mark Woods, 
presidents of the NBC and the Blue, 
respectively, met Petrillo Monday. 
Tuesday morning (yesterday) a blast 
from Stanley Hubbard of KSTP, St. 
Paul, appeared in the New York 
Times, embarrassing Trammell and 
Woods because Hubbard is an NBC 
affiliate. Radio men feared A.F.M. 
reaction, but late yesierday afier- 
noon spokesmen for the latter said 
they would take Hubbard in stride, 
considering him a chronic squawker 
whose antics were of a kind to shrug 
off. The outlook for some kind of 
peace is not too bad providing the 
network affiliates don’t start firing 
musicians wholesale as some of them 
would like to do. 

Though anxious to avoid any inci- 
dent that could precipitate a strike, 
NBC feels that it cannot be held re- 
sponsible for the acts of its affiliated 
stations. It disavows having any 
control over them. Petrillo, it is un- 
derstood, bears an altogether differ- 
ent impression. He and his associates 
on the AFM executive board have 
come, it is said, to suspect that radio 
has prepared a well-organized cam- 
paign of attack, and that overt acts 
in various sections of the country 
will occur, coincident with the ad- 
vent of the AFM’s deadline on re- 
cordings, Aug. 1. The AFM has in- 
timated that it would not be sur- 
prised if the firebrand element 
among broadcasters takes this occa- 
sion as a cue for letting out their 
staffs of musicians. 


Met on Monday 


The meeting between the network 
presidents and Petrillo Monday aft- 
ernoon (20) was confined to the situ- 
ation in St. Paul. NBC had, as re- 
quested by Petrillo, stopped feeding 
remote bands to KSTP. The prop- 
osition which Trammell laid before 
Petrillo had been received by NBC 
from Hubbard over the weekend. 


Within network ranks there still 
prevailed yesterday (Tuesday) a be- 
lief that the general musicians situa- 
tion was not hopeless and that 
sooner or later representatives of the 
broadcasting industry will get to- 
gether with Petrillo and work out a 
plan that will serve as a compromise 
toward the unemployment phase of 
the federation’s objections to phono- 
graph records and transcriptions. 
The AFM will receive a larger take 
on the phonograph record com- 


panies’ take on their wares and local | 
| stations who don’t employ musicians 
agree to make such ex-| 


will 


penditures so that transcription li- 


braries will continue to be available | 
The impression conveyed | 
the | 
consid- | ; 
yet. 


to them. 


major web circles is that 
concerned have 
ered it good judgment not to make 
any conciliatory approach to Petrillo 
on this matter until after his dead- 


line has been in effect for a while. 


Fly’s Comment 
Washington, July 21. 

The Federal Communications Com- 
mission is viewing with very seri- 
ous concern, recent action of James 
C. Petrillo. At a press conference 
here Chairman James Fly said that 
the Commission is in receipt of sev- 
eral complaints—one from Senator 
Vandenberg, of Michigan, and the 


other, from the National High 
School Orchestra, at Interlochen, 
| Mich. 





Harold Austin orch alternating 
with Morgan Thomas band at Crystal 
Beach, Ont. 








By Columbia and Victor Biggies 





— 


Not Kidding 


Buffalo, July 21. 

As his bit in drive for Records 
for Fighting Men, Disc Jockey 
Pete Krug at WEBR offers to let 
a listener break an old platter 
over his noggin if same listener 
will donate 10 to the campaign. 

Several donors have come to 
studios to take him up On his 
offer. 


—_—— 


N. 








.s Chicago 
Press Release 


On Petrillo 


Chicago, July 21. 

Following two days of heated dis- 
cussion regarding James C. Petril- 
lo’s recent order that musicians 
cease to wax any recordings after 
July 31, the Board of Directors of 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters meeting in the Palmer House 
last week, came to the following de- 
cision: 

‘James C. Petrillo, president of 
the A.F.ofM., has instructed all 
musicians who are members of his 
union to stop making records and 

(Continued on page 32) 


KSTP’s Involved Status 


With Musicians Union; 














‘Permanence’ Is Issue 





Minneapolis, July 21. 
Claiming that the ordering off the 
air of two remote control sustain- 
ing music programs, that of Rich- 
ard Himber and Teddy Powell, by 
J. C. Petrillo, American Federation 
of Musicians’ president, because of 
‘a labor dispute,’ is ‘a smoke screen’ 
to cover up the latter’s ‘transcrip- 
tion activities, Stanley Hubbard, 
KSTP head, charges ‘there’s no rea- 

sonable explanation’ for 
action aimed at his station. 


‘Hubbard points out there’s ‘no 


musicians’ strike’ at KSTP and that | while doubling on the bandstand of 


‘local union musicians are still at 
work for the station.’ He asserts the 
programs in question were not piped 
to KSTP anyway and that the sta- 
tions is operating normally. 

‘I can see no reasonable explana- 
tion for the action unless it is Pet- 
rillo’s first step in carrying out his 
order that no AFM member shall 
take part in making any transcrip- 
tion or phonograph record after 
Aug. 1,’ Hubbard Twin City 
newspapers. 

E. P. Ringius, St 
union secretary, 
notice’ was served 
time ago, but that ‘there’s no strike 
However, he says, the labor 
(Continued on page 32) 


AFM Asks Boost in D. C. 


Washington, July 21. 

New contracts with hotels, res- 
taurants and night clubs are being 
negotiated by Musicians Union. In 
each case increase amounting to ap- 
proximately 10% over the old sched- 
ules is sought. 

Negotiations are proceeding with- 
out friction and all spots covered 
expect to sign up at the new scale. 
Understood that after these nego- 
tiations have been completed, and 
theatres signatured to new wage 
scale, musicians wil] take up ques- 
tion of an increase with the radio 
studios. 


told 


says that a ‘strike 
upon KSTP some 











Petrillo’s 


| cians’ 
| to open its escrow department from 





Claiming that they had not been 
invited to participate until two days 
before the start of the campaign, 
and that they had had no voice in 
the construction of plans for it, a 
group of independent record manu- 
facturers last week withdrew from 
the Records for Our Fighting Men 
Drive. The companies, Classic Rec- 
ord, Capitol Records, Standard 
Phono Co. (Victor subsid), Contin- 
ental Records, Harmonia Records, 
Musicraft Records, Party Records, 
and Sonart Record Co., objected to 
the way the prospective scrap rec- 
ords had been apportioned by Co- 
lumbia and Victor without their 
being consulted. 

The independents asked for a voice 
in the planning of the campaign, in- 
sofar as they were expected to share 
in its cost, and they requested a re- 
vision of the plan to distribute the 
recovered records. It’s asserted the 
steps they asked weren't taken, and 
the resignation in a group followed, 
Wire over the signature of Paul 
Puner, of Musicraft, notified RFOFM 
of the decision. It was sent to Joseph 
E. Davis, chairman of the President’s 
Committee on Relief Agencies, at 
Washington, D..C. 3 

Victor and Columbia Records are 
therefore carrying on the drive 
alone. Decca had not become a par- 
ticipant by Friday (17) when the 
idea got underway, so it remains out 
of the picture. Records for Our 
Fighting Men seeks to recover 37,- 
500,000 old recordings, which will be 
sold to Columbia and Victor for the 
shellac they contain. Proceeds will 
go toward supplying Army camps 
with late platters and phonographs. 

On the day the campaigp began a 
total of 275.000 old discs were re- 
covered in Cleveland. In New York 
a large booth was set up in Times 
Square with caricatures of Hitler, 
Mussolini and Hirohito, with open 
mouths. Into the latter the first-old 
discs were tossed by members of 
the chorus from Mike Todd’s ‘Star 
and Garter’ show. 





Escrow Payoff Time 


Altered for Musicians 
With Defense Jobs 


Philadelphia, July 21. 
Many musicians in Philly are find- 
ing lucrative jobs in defense plants 
and shipyards here during the day, 


niteries at night. 

So many of the musickers are now 
on the assembly line, that the Musi- 
Union last week was forced 


7 to 9 p.m. one night a week so that 
the tooters may get their night club 
salaries without interfering with 
their day jobs. 

Pay for musicians, for the past 
year, has been collected by the un- 


j}ion and a percentage has been held 


Paul Musicians’ |in escrow to forestall kickbacks. 
aul Musicians’ | 


JOE GLASER MAY TAKE 
OVER SAVITT BAND 


Joe Glaser, manager of the Les 
Brown, Louis Armstrong, Andy 
Kirk bands, et al, is negotiating to 
take over the Jan Savitt orchestra. 
Glaser has MCA’s okay to go ahead 


in his negotiations with the leader; 
that agency books Sa‘ itt and also 
books Les Brown, under an arrange- 
ment made wi*h Glaser last year. 


Savitt came close to breaking up 
his band recently. Now in Cali- 
fornia, at the new Hollywood Casino, 
it has been reorganized to reduce its 
payroll (only five of his former men 
remain) but at the same time more 
men were added to form a string 
section of four fiddles and a cello, 





led bv Savitt’s own vinlining 
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Inside Stuff—Orchestras 


Xavier Cugat, back at the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria’s Starlight Roof (N.Y.), 
certainly belies any suspicion of a downbeat in Latin dansapation. His 
biz is terrif, and as for congarhumba bands, says Cugat, if anything— 
what with the war—it’s a major problem to get manpower. Somehow the 
Latin bands comprise young and unattached males, all physically qualified 
for the Army, and Uncle Sam has been really takin’ ‘em in. Result, many 
a spot can’t get enough such one-two-three-bump combos. 

Featured with Cugat is Conchita Martinez, personable flamenco singer 
and dancer, who registers with the Waldorf's trade. Maestro is also in- 
troducing Daniel Santos, new Latin singer, who succeeds Miguelito Valdez. 
Latter, still under the Cugal banner, has left to organize his own band 
and, per usual, Carmen Castillo (Mrs. X. C.) is featured prima, proving 
a show-stopper. Lina Romay, lithe looker, chirps with the band. Incom- 
ing this week are Mario & Floria, dancers. 








West View Park in Pittsburgh asked Frankie Masters to cancel his 
scheduled one-nighter last Thursday (9) because when booking was made 
amusement spot management forgot that Pirates-Phils after-dark baseball 
game for Army War Relief had been booked for the same night. Since 
Masters was in on a percentage against a guarantee, he readily agreed to 
the cancellation, realizing that competition would be too great, as it was. 
Game drew more than 30,000 to Forbes Field and killed biz generally all 
over town that night. West View wanted Masters to come in this Thurs- 
day (15) instead but previous bookings made that impossible and park is 
currently dickering for a date with him later in the summer, 


New Capitol Record line marketed by songwriter Johnny Mercer and 
Glenn Wallichs, radio-music store owner of Hollywood, is receiving marked 
attention in the east. Coin machine operators assert that the initial discs 
released two weeks ago are of unusually good quality and wear well in 
constant machine performances. [Film exec B. G. deSylva is prez of the 
outfit.] 

Nat Cohen’s Modern Vending Co. distributes the product in the eastern 
territory. According to Lillian Schoenberger, of that company, sales in- 
dicate two distinct hits in the initial release, ‘Cow Cow Boogie,’ with 
Freddie Slack’s band, and ‘Strip Polka’ sung by Johnny Mercer. 








Frank Sinatra is not leaving his vocalist spot with Tommy Dorsey until 
another spot is definite. Dorsey outfit admits having spoken to Dick 
Haymes, now with Benny Goodman, re replacing Sinatra, but denies that 
the change will be made immediately. It had been rumored that Haymes 
would replace Sinatra before Dorsey goes to the Coast for his next Metro 
picture. 





Leaders of an orchestra that recently played one of the Dixie army 
camps for USO-Camp Shows went out of his way to gab with a couple 
of soldiers hungry for some jive talk and almost wound up in the clink. 
Maestro signed off with, ‘I'll send you some weed when I get back to 
town,’ meaning it for laughs. Someone with big ears took the remark 
at face value and turned in a report. As a result, the Army scrutinized 
all parcels, investigated the troupe, had the leader in a dither until they 
were convinced that he was just being flip. 





Music Corp. of America execs in New York scheduled a farewell party 
to Eddy Duchin for Monday (20) before the latter enters the Navy, but 
it was canceled when Duchin utilized his few days of free time to visit 
with his young daughter. She’s staying at the W. Averell Harriman es- 
tate, Arden, N. J. Leader joins the Navy as a lieutenant jr. grade this 
week. f 








4) 
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iaiie Musicians Into 
Army at Rapid Rate; 
Rhumba Talent Scarce 


Pancho, maestro at Ben Marden’s 
Riviera, New Jersey roadhouse, and 
two other Latin maestros, Oscar de 
la Rosa and Nano Rodrigo, are in the 





at the pieno 


SONNY 
KENDIS 


and his orchestra 





9 
Fefe 8 Monte Carlo Army, or about to go in. 
New York Draft rate on Latin musicians has 
* been above par, with result it’s be- 


coming a bit of a problem on per- 
sonnel replacement. 


COLUMBIA RECORDS 




















Camarata Arranging 
For Glen Gray’s Band 


Toots Camarata is now arranging 
for Glen Gray’s Casa Loma band, 
now at the Pennsylvania hotel, New 
York. 

Camarata, former arranger for 
Jimmy Dorsey, had ideas for a band 
of his own recently, but dropped it 
because of current conditions, 


‘’'m going to move to 
The Outskirts of Town’ 


AND 


sé H 99 
Basie Blues 
Columbia Record No. 36601 


COUNT BASIE 


And His Orchestra 








Per. Mgt.: MILTON EBBINS 
Dir. William ‘Morris Agency 


Bill Douglas, former trombone 
player with Baron Elliott, joined 
Tommy Carlyn outfit last week. 
























Currently 


NEW 
PELHAM HEATH INN 


Indefinite Engagement 


WOR Mutual-Coast-to-Coast 


ON BEACON RECORDS 


Dir: GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 








N.A.B.’s Release 


Continued from page i= 








other recordings after July 31. 
Mr. Petrillo’s order will affect all 
people who listen to music and 
have a very serious effect on the 
broadcasting industry. 

‘The broadcasting industry does 
not employ musicians to make 
records and the musicians it em- 
ploys are engaged on union terms. 
As a result of a series of great 
inventions, Americans, wherever 
they may live, have become ac- 
customed to the best in entertain- 
ment. The radio, moving pictures 
and phonograph bring great art- 
ists to the smallest village as well 
as to large centers of population. 

‘Mr. Petrillo’s order amounts to 
a statement that only’ those 
people who live in large cities 
and who can afford to see great 
artists in person are entitled to 
enjoy their performances. 

‘Hundreds of broadcasting sta- 
tions are located away from cen- 
ters of population where an 
ample supply of the best musical 
talent is available. Even if these 
stations could afford to have more 
musicians than they now have, the 
limited amount of talent which 
would be available to them, could 
not compete for public favor with 
the great popular and classical 
orchestras. 

‘If Mr. Petrillo can make his 
order effective, hundreds of broad- 
casting stations which are neces- 
sary to the public interest and for 
national defense will have their 
usefulness to the public greatly 
curtailed. 

‘Mr. Petrillo is mistaken if he 
thinks that his order will bring 
more employment to musicians. 
All it’ means is that millions of 
people will hear less music. 

‘Even if Mr. Petrillo’s theory 
were correct, his order at this 
time would not only be arbitrary 
and illegal but unpatriotic. Music 
plays a vital part in war morale. 
This is no time to destroy the 
phonograph record and the elec- 
trical transcription, which bring 
the best in music to the ‘people 
of the United States. 

‘This is no time to have any 
part of the nation’s manpower en- 
gaged in the performance of artifi- 
cially-created tasks. This is no 
time to try and abolish one of the 
world’s great inventions. 

‘Radio employs thousands of 
musicians. Millions of dollars an- 
nually are paid to musicians to 
make recordings. We. call upon 
members of Mr. Petrillo’s union 
and upon Mr. Petrillo himself, in 
the interest of the war effort and 
in the best interests of the A. F. 
of M. to reconsider the course of 
action which has been proposed.’ 
Matter under discussion was con- 

sidered so vital, that all 24 mem- 
bers of the Board of Directors of 
the N.A.B. showed up in Chicago 
for the meeting and all participated 
actively in the drawing up of the 
above statement. 


KSTP’s Status 


mes ontinued from page 31 

















dispute with the station hasn’t pro- 
gressed toward a settlement. 

The union is demanding that 
KSTP:+ employ 12 musicians for a 
Station orchestra on a 52-week a 
year basis at a cost to it of $24,200. 
At present, according to Ringius, the 
station does not employ any musi- 
cians at some periods and from four 
to nine at other times. It is willing 
to agree to spend in excess of the 
amount demanded annually, but not 
on the basis of stablized employ- 
ment, according to Ringius. 

Hubbard says that ‘as a matter of 
fact’ his station doesn’t even need 
any musicians, but that he’s still 
willing to spend an agreed amount 
for local horn tooters. After an 
agreement was reached for a 10% 
raise, he charges, the union came 
along with more demands, to which 
‘there’s no end.’ 

It’s claimed by Hubbard that the 
demands include that of a pay boost 
in excess of the 10% granted for 
the conductor and individual musi- 
cians. He says he has agreed to 
submit the controversy to an impar- 
tial arbitration board, but that the 
union has refused. The strike no- 
tice was served early in June, but 
never was called. 





Sally Hughes, band vocalist who 
retired for matrimony, is back in 
action again, having joined Howdy 
Baum’s orchestra at Merry Go- 
Round, Pittsburgh, last week. She 
has replaced Jeanne Boaz (Mrs. 
Baum), who has been forced to quit 
on doctor’s orders. 





SHRIBMAN GOES WEST 


Believed Taking Over Casa Manana 
at Culver City, California 








Boston, July 21. 


Sy Shribman left for the coast 
Monday (20) afternoon, assertediy 
to renew negotiations for the pur- 
chase of the Casa Manana nitery, at 
Culver City, Cal. Shribman had a 
deal on late last winter to buy the 
spot from Joe Zucca and Harold 
Lewin, owners, but it fell through 
when the pair decided they didn’t 
want to sell. 

What revived the deal to the point 
where Shribman decided he'd best 
go to the coast is not known. At 
the time of the original negotiations 
last April Zucca was on the brink of 
Army duty and Lewin wanted to 
devote all his time to a dancery he 
owns at Hermosa Beach, 


WILLIE SMITH, NEGRO, 
WITH CHARLIE SPIVAK 








Willie 


Smith, Neg:> alto sax 
player, joined Charlie Spivak’s or- 
chestra Sundsy (19) at Million 


Dollar Pier, Atlantic City. Formerly 
with Jimmie Lunceford for years, 
Smith is the musician who played 
the sax solo on Lunceford’s hit re- 
cording of ‘Blues in the Night.’ 

Of all the top white bands which 
employed Negro musicians in the 
past Gene Krupa’s is probably the 
only one remaining. Krupa has Roy 
Elcredge, trumpeter. 





Cootie Williams With 
Scott on CBS Air Job 


Cootie Williams, trumpeter now 
leading his own band, is the only 
musician so far set to go into 
CBS’ New York studios with Ray- 
mond Scott. Scott gave up his own 
band following his closing last week 
(23) at the Strand theatre, New 
York, and Williams is to drop his 
group just before Scott goes back to 
CBS as a conductor on Aug. 16. 

Scott is also negotiating with 
Mel Powell, white pianist with 
Benny Goodman. Despite rumors 
there are no others yet definite. 


On the Upbeat 





— 


Park Series Terrific; 
Stop Dancing for Fear 
Of Injury to Sardines 


Name band dances in New York 
City’s public parks have been draw- 
ing extremely large crowds since 
they were started a few weeks ago, 
Benny Goodman, however, probably 
topped the series last week at Pros. 
pect Park, Brooklyn. Goodman drew 
an estimated 45,000 people and park 
officials, fearing injury to dancers 
on a packed outdoor floor, stopped 
the dancing before the band was half 
way through its two-hour session, 
It became a concert from then on. 

Consolidated Edison, New York 
power company, is underwriting the 
series of 54 name appearances, It 
posted $21,000 for the purpose, 








Park Sings in Seattle 
Seattle, July 21. 
Weekly community sings in Se- 
attle parks are being sponsored and 
broadcast on Sunday afternoons by 
KIRO. Co-sponsored by the Se- 
attle Park Department, the Musi- 
cians Association of Seattle and Se- 
attle neighborhood newspapers, the 
sings are held in conjunction with 
the regular Sunday afternoon band 
concerts from the city’s park. 
Guest directors will lead the sing- 
ing each week, with the band under 
the direction of Jackie Souders. 


GROOM CAVALLARO AS 
DUCHIN SUCCESSOR? 


Carmen Cavallaro, pianist-band- 
leader now at the Rainbow Room, 
New York, is planning to augment 
his outfit this fall and may go into 
the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. Nego- 
tiations are under way for the con- 
tracting of the latter job. Cavallero 
this past spring had planned enlarg- 
ing his group, then sidetracked the 
idea. 

Cavallero is handled by Music 
Corp..of America and the plans for 
his band are probably to produce 
a successor to Eddy Duchin, who 
goes into the Navy this week. 











Ken Harvey, former vaude ban- 
joist, has taken over the former Bill 
Carlsen band, which he is whipping 
into shape in the danceries in this 
area. 














Vaughn Monrece’s band, currently 
working in the east, signed by Metro 
for a musical picture early in 1943. 





Harry James and his crew record- 
ing six tunes for ‘Springtime In the 
Rockies’ at 20th-Fox. 





Jimmy Lunceford’s orchestra cut 
four records for Decca in Hollywood 
before leaving for a tour to the 
Atlantic seaboard. 





Bernie Cummins opened 10-day 


}| engagement last night (21) at Ken- 


nywood Park, Pittsburgh. 





Skinny Ennis’ band penciled into 
Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh, for week 
beginning Friday (24) and will be 
followed in turn by Sammy Kaye, 
Ozzie Nelson, Horace Heidt and 
probably Paul Whiteman. 





Everett Hoagland opens month’s 
stand at Green’s, Pittsburgh, Friday 
(24), following the Brand Hunt 
crew. 





Johnny Vincent, 17-year-old drum- 
mer, has joined the Barney Rapp 
band. 





Ann Dupont band has been signed 
to a booking contract by the William 
Morris agency. She leads a male 
band. 





Henry Okun, former publicist at 
Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Cedar 
Grove, N. J., and recently road man- 
ager for Stan Kenton, has joined Al 
Donahue’s band as road manager and 
publicity man. Frank Walsh remains 
personal manager. Ray Cameron 
joined the band on trumpet; Patti 
Farnsworth replaced Jean Gordon as 
vocalist. Donahue’s at Elitch Gar- 
dens, Denver, 


Waly Carpenter band held over at 


Dellwood Ballroom, Buffalo, which 
is remaining open for summer, 





Freshmen into Hotel Stuyvesant, 
Buffalo, with Owens Sisters, 





Don Manuele, with Senorita Rita 
as vocalist, now in the 
Room at Hotel Pick-Chio, Youngs- 
town, 


Cascades. 


| The All Star Band 


OM pal 


KIRK: 


and his 


CLOUDS OF JOY 


featuring 


JUNE RICHMAN 


x * * 
This week (July 16) 
STATE THEATRE 
New York 


ee 2 2 


TIC TOC CLUB, BOSTON 
Starting Aug. 2 
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Personal Management: 
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Management and Canned Music’ 


A. F. M. Picked Time Unsmartly? 


Management, and that embraces the broadcasting and recording indus- 
tries, looks on the impending battle with the American Federation of 
Musicians over the man versus the machine question as something that 
was inevitable. It also thinks that there could be no time more propitious 
than the present to take the issues involved to the bar of public opinion 
and settle them once and for all, even if it means a prolonged and costly 
conflict. 





+4 





Re: Technological Unemployment 


The element of timing may prove a potent turning point in the clash, 
if it does eventuate. Management is convinced that the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians picked the wrong time, as did ASCAP, for a contest. 
The thought uppermost in the average American's mind is the war and 
to him everything but the means of pressing the war effort to a successful 
conclusion is unessential, if not incensequential. The union's plaint about 
technological progress aggravating unemployment among its members 
may, contends management, arouse sympathy but hardly fighting fury. 

Millions of other workers in other professions or crafts have recently 
faced or are now facing a similar unemployment ogre because of plant 
conversion or shutdown on priority materials. The victims in these other 
professions or crafts have had to find places for themselves in the war 
economy, even though it meant undertaking work utterly foreign to them 
and revamping their entire mode of living. It is these very victims of 
the changed economy who will be most voluble, management predicts, 
in raising the question as to why unemployed musicians can't reconcile 
themselves to making like adjustments, give up their professions for the 
duration and seek out some war work. 





‘If Free Enterprise Is to Prevail’ 


Management says that it fully understands the exchange principle that 
has motivated the AFM’s relations with local broadcasters for the past 
five years, but management holds that the principle in itself is unfair 
and was bound to be the center of a showdown some day. According to 
this exchange principle the AFM agrees to permit its members in first 
line dance bands to broadcast on remote sustaining programs and make 
phonograph records providing the local broadcaster who benefits from this 
relatively cheap reservoir of the country’s choicest instrumental talent 
employs some local musicians. The union recognizes that these local 
musicians are not of the same talent caliber as the broadcasting and re- 
cording artists, but if broadcasters were not able to get the topmounters 
of the profession as inexpensively as they do, through records and remote 
network feeds, they would naturally make more use of- local musicians. 


In theory, management says, this principle has all the earmarks of an 
equitable exchange, but where business operates on the basis of free en- 
terprise the idea is not only economically unsound but oppressive. If free 
enterprise, management argues, is to prevail, business should be permitted 
to benefit from all technological development and not hamstrung by a 
labor organization’s efforts to hold back the clock by bartering the right 
to make full use of such technical developments. 





Not Full-Time Musicians 

Broadcast management advances the point that the AFM’s exchange 
principle has never proved satisfactory to it not so much because of the 
payroll obligation involved but because the average member of an AFM 
local] outside the key cities lacks the ability to perform up to the musical 
standards to which listeners are accustomed. In the majority of cases 
the members of such locals are not and perhaps have never been full- 
time musicians but have rather made it a partial vocation, working during 
the day as salesmen, insurance agents, clerks, etc. Many broadcasters, 
after signaturing a contract with the local musicians’ union have been 
inclined to waive the services of such instrumentalists and arrange to 
have the men make but one call a week to the station, namely, pay day. 





Public Opinion As an Ally 


Management is convinced that the circumstances and the facts are | 


against the AFM and that James C. Petrillo’s fight to preserve the full- 
ness of the federation’s membership rolls, which includes income from 
membership fees, will wilt under the glare of public scrutiny and judg- 
ment. The public, management contends, can appreciate such concrete 
problems as wages and working conditions, but it will not cotton favorably 
to a campaign to create jobs where jobs do not logically and naturally 
exist, 


Jukeboxes Forgotten In Fight 

A curious facet of this entire controversy is the switch in focussing 
point that has occurred within the past two or three weeks. When Petrillo 
first brought the canned music situation to public attention, during the 
AFM’s convention in Dallas in early May, he directed his expression of 
concern at the jukebox. The significance of that instrument, of which 
there are about 450,000 on location in this country, in. the present con- 
troversy has been gradually elbowed into a minor corner by the recent 
rush of counter events. Management says that this development tends 
to corroborate a suspicion it harbored when Petrillo sounded off orig- 
inally, namely, that the AFM had taken an oblique course to get at the 
broadcasting industry Also, that he realized from the beginning that 
the union would have tough going in a campaign to force employment 
upon taverns now housing jukeboxes and that if he diverted his fire 


from that direction to assuage public clamor there would be little inter- | 
ference, if none at all, from the latter source in his dealing with the | 


broadcasting interests 
What Price Counter-Propaganda? 

A plan of counter-propaganda to create irritation in the American mind 
against the Musicians’ union, and focussing particularly upon its presi- 
dent, would only be sound defense, broadcasters feel 
vinced that public opinion will rally to radio in this matter as they feel 
it did previously when radio gave ASCAP a public strapping. 

How far radio management could or would go in using radio facilities 
to ridicule Petrillo by openly comparing him, as broadcasters in private 
invariably do, to Mussolini, remains to be seen. Many insiders believe 


that the lawyers will be dominant and that spectacularity will be avoided. | 


That the big timers prefer to conduct these little equations in industrial 
Statesmanship in quieter tones is undoubtedly true. But this will not 
cramp the styles of some of the small stations and bolder regional spirits. 
Already there are reports of what sort of plans they are conjuring. These 
run to suggestions that they’ll besmirch their own house orchestras by 
Public announcements such as this: ‘You have just heard our house or- 
chestra which costs us $22,000 a year. We think it’s pretty bad. What 
do you think?’ Or again that scratchy records will be used and an apology 
made for their quality, the apology pointing an accusing finger at the 
union. One wistful proposal has dwelled upon the propaganda possi- 


ae of exploiting Petrillo's Chicago career as dramatic material on 
e air. 


_— 


They are con- 





Ray Tueci, Pittsburgh musician,| Art Yagelle has replaced Joe 
recently pulled out of Jan Savitt |Clements on trombone with Al Mar- 
orch to go into the Navy. He was |sico band at Nixon Cafe, Pittsburgh, 
married couple of months ago to|with Clements’ departure for the 
Jeanne Blanché, dancer. Army. 


Interlochen’s Admirers 
Rally to Its Support; 
Ask FCC Take Action 


| Detroit, July 21. 

Banning of the National Music 
Camp at Interlochen, Mich., after 12 
seasons On NBC recalled here that 
|Camp. was famous enough to ‘have 
been the basis of a 1941 Paramount 
| film. The broadcasts of the youth 
| symphor.y orchestra of 160, which 
annually uses distinguished guests 
conductors and soloists, were can- 
celled by the NBC on the insistence 
of Petrillo that ‘when amateur musi- 
cians occupy the air, it means less 
work for professionals.’ 

Senator Arthur H. Vandenberg 
ha made a formal request of James 
L. Fly, chairman of the FCC, that it 
‘inquire into the intolerable situa- 
tion by which Petrillo can force {ie 
suspension of a broadcast by the 
National High School Orchestra. * * 
The radio belongs to the American 
pevple and their rights are primary. 
* * The Interlochen Orchestra is one 
of the great cultural institutions of 
the Country * * I respectfully sub- 
mit that there are millions of Ameri- 
cans who are entitled to a priority 
jin the matter of protecting the en- 








| 





musicians’ unign has its proper place 
but I submit that it crosses the line 
of tolerance when it makes war upon 
the National Music Camp. 

A committee of students at the 
camp, selected at a mass meeting, 
wrote a direct appeal to President 
Roosevelt asking him to intervene. 
This was after William Green. AFL 
prexy, had declined to intervene fol- 
lowing a wire from Dr. Joseph 
Maddy, camp director and a long- 
time union member, 

Reinald Werrenrath, baritone at 
the camp for a guest appearance, 
declared he was ‘at a loss to under- 
stand Petrillo’s acti®On against the 
Youth Orchestra’ and that he would 
make a full report of the case to 





| AFM. 


HKditorials Blast 





NEWARK NEWS 


consider Mr. Petrillo a 
problem. The idea of one man, a 
private citizen even if a union of- 
ficial, having the power to decide 
| what shall, and what shall not, be 
broadcast is repulsive to American 
ideas of freedom. 


Mr. Petrillo has, as cancellation of 
the Interlochen concerts proves. 


thorities 


|no broadcasting of amateur concerts, 
| he seeks to exercise as great an in- 
fluence on Américan musical edu- 
cation and on American culture in 
| general as Hitler does on the cul- 
tural life of the German Reich. 


| ‘What Mr. Petrillo wants, of course, 
is that none but 140,000 members of 
his musicians’ union shall be heard 
on the air. As far as phonograph 
records and other mechanical tran- 
scriptions are concerned, Mr. Petrillo 
rules that hereafter none of his 
union members shall make record- 
ings. Most mechanical programs 
piped into restaurants and most juke 
| box items heard in taverns might. it 
is true, well be dispensed with. But 
when this union official reaches oui 
in all directions to control and mo- 
nopolize American music, he invites 
not the attention of the federal 
|communications authorities alone, 
| but also of the Department of Justice 
which, in spite of war relaxations, 
is still supposed to be somewhat sen- 
sitive to monopolies.’ 


COLUMBUS DISPATCH 

‘Unemphasized in his order, but 
i there, nevertheless, is the fact that 
it also will abruptly halt the pro- 
|} duction of most recorded music for 
| home phonographs. Petrillo has in- 
| dicated that he may be generous and 
| allow some recordings for home use 
lif the manufacturers will ‘guar- 
antee’ that the discs will not be used 








| SPEIER, a patent impossibility and | 


|a fine example of double talk on 
| Petrillo’s part. 


‘ 


..this is a singularly poor time 
|for the musicians’ head to attempt 
to put an arbitrary straitjacket on 
American music, granted that at any 
time it would be at all proper or 
justified. People are living under 
terrific stress and strain because of 
the war. Musie, one of the greatest 


(Continued on page 36) 





couragement of the arts. * * The} 


Fred W. Birnbach, secretary of the | 


Petrille’s Edict 


‘It’s no wonder that federal au- | 


Yet this power | 


When he ‘rules’ that there can be | 





‘eZ : iy scone 
: Labor and Canned Music 





Say Webs Support Local ‘Chiselers’ 

Essentially, labor comment is that this is not just a question of an at- 
tempted drive to increase employment of live musicians but rather an 
attempt to preserve the Joe Weber gains of 1937, which the A. F. M. sees 
in constant jeopardy from ‘chiselers’ among radio stations that seek an 
‘out,’ that stall endlessly, that have never and will never, in the A. F. M.'s 
viewpoint, accept the basic idea that they ought to employ any musicians 
at all. The A. F. M. sees the networks lining up to support these local 
stations whose owners sound off repeatedly of their unappeasable hatred 
of union musicians, If the networks supply such union musician-hating 
stations with network service and the network-owned phonograph com- 
panies fill in the rest of their time with ‘canned music’ the local station 
can then feel secure in dismissing its present house orchestras. It is the 
conviction of Petrillo and his aides that there are too many network af- 
filiates waiting to do just this. Hence Petrillo, as a matter of trading 
tactics, says he fights ‘canned music’ primarily as a potential ‘scab,’ but 
realizes he may have to also fight the networks, as merchants of canned 
music, 

Petrillo stresses that only $3,000,000 goes in wages to musicians from 
phonograph studios annually but this sum may cost the A. F. M. $100,- 


000,000 in wages that would otherwise be paid if ‘canned music’ did not 
compete with live music. 





Wants to Disarm Enemies 


. Petrillo apparently wants (although he has never formulated what he 
wants publicly) a system under which present employment of his mem- 
fog cannot be slashed and added employment may be created. His fight, 
say those who speak with knowledge of his thinking, is to knock out of 


|the hands of radio stations the weapon he sees poised to crash down on 
the A. F. M.’s cranium. 








Always Fight Amateur Music 


The A. F. M. has always opposed amateur bands and orchestras. It 
consistently fights competitive appearances of fire department, police de- 
partment, American Legion and other non-union, civie-sponsored musical 
outfits. NBC, says the union, was not ‘surprised’ at the Interlochen ban. 
Instead NBC knew that the 1941 season was not interfered with because 
Sidney Strotz of NBC asked the union not to enforce its demand at the 
time. In short the 1942 ruling by Petrillo was a revival of one that the 
union held in abeyance a year ago as a favor. 





Newspaper Editorials Expected 


The newspapers of the United States have already given Petrillo a 
thorough-going shellacking in their editorials concerning his edict that 
after July 31 members of the American Federation of Musicians may not 
make phonograph or transcription recordings until and unless such dises, 
as canned music, are kept from competition with live musicians in public 
places. From comment to ‘Variety’ by A. F. M. officials this barrage of 
| newspaper fire ‘was expected and so was the chorus of old-line labor- 
baiters in the Senate and elsewhere that has joined the hue and cry.’ 








War Labor Overtones Sensed 
Laborites are inclined to see the coming test of power as a choosing up 
of sides within the nation. They hold that the musicians’ case is wel- 
| comed by anti-union forces as a rallying point because the musicians do 
; not have any direct link to the war effort. The victories won in defense 
| plants by unions have been galling and hard to fight. The A. F. M. and 


the ‘czar’ reputation and manner of Petrillo are seen as an ideal oppor- 
| tunity, 





Personal Resentment Factor 

Those close to Petrillo describe him as ‘not especially disturbed’ by the 
| editorials. He's accustomed to a bad press. He’s more resentful, inti- 
mates say, at quoted remarks reaching him from inside the big radio 
organizations, notably from one prominent executive of one of the net- 
works. Petrillo feels he has been kind to this organization. The A. F. M. 
heard last week that one such source had put up a $50,000 war chest to 
| finance the N. A, B. front against the dise ban. 





How Feud May Start 

The expectation is that a showdown will come when some local radio 
station cancels its union contract to hire minimum numbers of musicians 
and when, in retaliation, Petrillo orders network service to that station 
stopped as regards A. F. M. membership. A refusal of network acceptance 
of such an order would precipitate a walkout nationally from all studios 
| producing musical fare for the particular network involved. If more than 
one network was involved through affiliated stations taking like action 
then the musicians would strike on a broader front. 


Networks ‘Allies’ May Embarrass ‘Em? 

The A. F. M. knows of the great interest in the situation of al! business 
and of the political significance inherent in the big poker game that is 
about to be played. Actually there are leaders in labor and in the mu- 
sicians’ union itself who feel that the networks, the phonograph com- 
panies and the opposition generally will ultimately be embarrassed rather 
than aided by the violent language of the newspaper editorials and by the 
kind of people who are rushing to the colors to sharpshoot at a union 
that is believed to have finally gotten way out on a limb. 


| 


A. F. M. Admitting Nothing 
If the A. F. M. feels it is on a limb, or feels any regrets concerning the 


predicament, nobody therein is going to admit it. The union discounts 
reports that were prevalent last week of what radio stations might do to 
dramatize and propagandize over the air against the A. F. M. edict. Grant- 


+ 


ing that the radio men are clever and that they fought with rare shrewd- 
ness and success against ASCAP the -musicians think that their case is 
wholly different. They believe that broadcasters cannot use radio time 
for self-aid in a labor struggle without giving equal time to the union for 
rebuttal. This would be very distasteful to the networks, as the tooters 
have it figured out, and nothing will come of the big talk to make the 
A. F. M. look bad with the public. 

Home town stations may indulge in blasts against the union but the net- 
works aren't going to do anything that would shake the whole structure. 
Moreover the A. F. M. is counting upon the sponsors to restrain the 
broadeasters. To those who point out that ASCAP, too, counted upon the 
advertisers in much the same way. the musicians shruggingly answer 
that their case is different. It’s different, they argue, because this is a 
clash of men and their jobs against mechanization by big business and 
the Consequences thereof in terms of men and jobs. 





If Patriotic Sentiment Is Wanted 

Stanley Hubbard of KSTP, St. Paul, who has battled on other ocea- 
sions with the A. F. M., issued a statement Monday (20) referring to 
|*Petrilloism’ as a form of tyranny and making comparisons to the military 
land global situation. Hubbard's intermingling of issues is expressed in 
| his sentence, ‘Popular music is to be limited to those who can afford to pay 
|for cover charges and expensive surroundings. Fine for the soidiers on 
1 $50 a month, isn’t it?’ This has nothing to do with the case whatever, 
Hubbard's references to ‘the fighting forces’ and his dragging into the 
discussion of Petrillo’s $46,000 annual salary and his whole statement was 
accepted by A, F. M. leaders as typical of what the union may expect 
ifrom the union baitéers. 
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Wednesday, July 22, 1942 





Kyser’s $50,000 New Det. Record: 
J. Dorsey Big 286 in D. C., Lewis 
~ Fine 226 in Pitt, 


Wald 446 in N. Y. 





(Estimates for This Week) 

Al Donahue, Chicago (Oriental; 
8,200; 28-33-44-55 )—‘Parachute Nurse’ 
(Col) is the screen attraction. Merry 
Macs also neat draw on stage. Stage 
combo credited for most of fine 
$19,000. 

Jimmy Dorsey, Washington (Cap- 
{tol; 3,434; 28-39-44-66) — Teamed 
with ‘Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure’ (M- 
G). Colossal $28,000, with obvious 
pull coming from the band. 


Tommy Dorsey, Chicago (Chicago; 
4,000; 35-55-75)—With ‘Great Man’s 
Lady’ (Par). With the band the 
real draw, this is getting a nifty 
$45,000. 

Skinnay Ennis, Indianapolis 
(Circle; 2,600; 30-40-55)—Plus ‘Spit- 
fire Sees Ghost’ (RKO). Depending 
strictly on stage fare to get so-so 
$14,000, after Kay Kyser’s record ses- 
sion last week. 

Benny Goodman, Boston (Metro- 
politan; 4,367; 40-55-75)—Plus ‘Gun 
for Hire’ (Par). Socko $38,000. 

Andy Kirk, New York (State; 3,- 
450; 39 - 44 - 55 - 75 - 99 - $1.10) —With 
Marty May, other acts, in person, 
‘Beyond Blue Horizon’ (Par) (2d 
run) on screen. Going slow here 
currently, no more than $19,000 in- 
dicated, light but profit. 


Gene Krupa, Baltimore (Hippo- 
drome; 2,240; 17-25-28-38-44-55-66)— 
With ‘Sweater Girl’ (Par). Band 
helping immensely to _ biggest-in- 
weeks $19,000. Extra shows every 
day boosting take. 

Kay Kyser, Detroit (Fox; 5,000; 
40-55-65)—Coupled with ‘Whisper- 
ing Ghosts’ (20th). Looks like $60,- 
000, which would break Kyser’s own 
record of $51,000 for town and house 
mark. Band is given all the credit 
for the b.o. draught. 

Ted Lewis, Pittsburgh (Stanley; 
$0-44-55-66)—With ‘Big Shot’ (WB). 
Lewis surefire draw here. Heat 
hurting him somewhat this time, but 
there'll be no complaints with fine 
$22,000. 


Clyde Lucas, Cleveland (Palace; 
8,700; 35-40-45-55-70)—Aided by ‘Big 
Shot’? (WB) and vaude topped by 
Hal Le Roy. Patrons about dividing 
attention on this bill. Pleasing $18,- 


000. 
Frankie Masters, Philadelphia 
(Earle; 2,768; 35-46-57-68-75 )—With 


‘Twin Beds’ (UA) and Bert Wheeler 
as stage headliner. All-around good 
draw accounting for nice $20,000. 
Hal McIntyre, New York (Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99)—With 
Connee Boswell and Larry Adler on 
stage, ‘Are Husbands Necessary?’ 
(Par) on screen. Wound up second 
(final) week last night (Tuesday) at 














| ‘The Song Of The Hour’ | 
| NEED AMERICA 
(America Needs Me) 


x * * 
All Material Available 


@ BAND 
@ DANCE ORCH. 
@ VOCAL—3 KEYS 


AMERICAN MUSIC, Ine. 
1211 N. Poinsettia Drive 
Hollywood, Calif. 








$35,000, okay, while first was $46,- 
000, good. 

Ozzie Nelson, Omaha (Orpheum; 
3,000; 20-40-55-65)—‘Maisie Gets Her 
Man’ (M-G). Stage show, including 
Harriet Hilliard, gets bow for most 
of biz, big $18,000. 

Jerry Wald, New York (Strand; 
2,756; 35-55-75-85-99)—With Judy 
Canova on stage, ‘Big Shot’ (WB) 
on screen. Combination of the stage- 
show and the Humphrey Bogart 
gangster picture spelling hefty biz, 
about $44,000 being sighted. Show 
holds over. 


Spivak, Monroe 
Draw at Asbury, 
Bridgeport 








(Estimates) 


Van Alexander (Brookline C. C., 
Philadelphia, July 18). Scuttled by 
sizzling heat, playing to mediocre 
415 customers at $1.10. 

Glen Gray (Convention Hall, 
Asbury Park, N. J., July 11). Gray’s 
Casa Lomans accounted for a good 
total of 3,700 dancers here; 2,960 at 
$1.10 and 740: at 55c. 

Dick Jurgens (Totem Pole B., 
Auburndale, Mass. July 13-18). 
Jurgens continues to build in his 
great stay here; eighth week was his 
best yet with 18,400 dancers crowd- 
ing $13,340 into the till at $1.45 pair. 
Manager Roy Gill asserts he has 
never played a band ‘more enthusi- 
astically received.’ 

Ray McKinley - Ted Herbert 
(Raymor-Playmor B., Boston, July 
18). McKinley return date here, 
coupled to local outfit, drew 2,000 
hoppers at 65-75c for solid $1,400. 

Vaughn Monroe (Pleasure Beach 
Park, Bridgeport, Conn., July 19). 
Monroe turned in a fine job here, 
drawing about $2,600 at $1.10. 

Charlie Spivak (Convention Hall, 
Asbury Park, N. J., July 18). Spivak 
did very well at this big dancery, 
playing to 4,135; 3,320 at $1.10 and 
815 at 55c. 


CLAIMS GAS SCARCITY 
AS ALIMONY ALIBI 


Springfield, Mass., July 21. 
Trumpeter George J. Benzel told 






































THIS IS IT! 


My Beloved Is Rugged 


ABC Music, 799 7th Ave. N.Y 





Probate court judge John A. Deni- 
son on Wednesday (15) that he 
couldn’t pay his wife more alimony 
because he couldn’t get enough gas 
to get to jobs. 

Benzel who now lives in Stafford 
| Springs, Ct., with wife number two, 
was ordered however, to pay his 
| first wife, Mrs. Gertrude L. Benzel 
| of Agawam, half of what he earned 
| over $30 weekly at his defense job 
Jat the Westinghouse plant. 





Induct Eight of 10 





Omaha, July 21. 

Eight of the 10 members of 
the Skippy Anderson orchestra, 
a Vic Schroeder unit, will be 
lost in the next few days to the 
Army. The orchestra will be 
temporarily discontinued. It 
was decided that it would be 
impossible to replace so many 
men in time. 

Anderson himself is in the 
marines. 


Jimmy Spitalny, 16, Has 
Summer Orchestra; Tells 
Dad No Help Needed 


Pittsburgh, July 16. 

Jimmy Spitalny, 16-year-old son 
of Maurice Spitalny, the radio and 
dance band leader, and nephew of 
Phil and Leopold Spitalny, is a chip 
off the old family block. Home from 
military school for the summer, he 
hastily reorganized a dance band he 
had while in high school and has 
already lined up bookings for the 
remainder of the warm months. 
First is a week’s engagement at Co- 
lonial, local dance spot catering to 
the H. S. crowd (no booze served), 
where young Spitalny opened Fri- 
day night (17). 

Father offered to supervise re- 
hearsals but was given the brush-off, 
youngsters telling him it was strictly 
a youth organization and that they 
wanted no help from the a.k.’s. Due 
to fact that most of the kids in the 
outfit are still in their ‘teens, they 
can play only in places which have 
no liquor licenses, an@ this may 
limit their chances for steady em- 
ployment all through the summer. 














Miguelita Valdes Cuts 
Discs for Decca Label 


Miguelita Valdes, vocalist who re- 
cently left Xavier Cugat’s band, set 
with Decca Records. He _ begins 
recording this week, with a studio 
band. Eventually Valdes plans his 
own dance combo which MCA may 
also handle, as it does does Cugat. 
Latter claims a mangaerial tie on his 
erstwhile warbler. 

Daniel Santos has replaced him 
with Cugat. 





band Review 





JOHNNY RANDOLPH ORCH 
Hotel Continental 
Kansas City, Missouri 

The Sky-Hy. Victory Roof of the 
Continental has made another of its 
periodic band changes with this 
group replacing the Bud Waples 
orch which opened the season here 
Decoration Day. Randolph is in for 
a two weeks stand with his band 
of youngish personnel, somewhat 
protected by a flock of 3A and 4F 
ratings. Essentially it’s a tenor band 
aiming at the sweeter groove that’s 
increasing in popularity, but actual- 
ly it comes up a bit heavy on the 
swing and jive side and a plenteous 
volume. There’s some rough edges 
to work on in all these departments. 

Instruments are manned by Jeff 
Smith, trombone; Jerry Jollif and 
Bill Hart, trumpets; Kenny Harder, 
Torris Brand and Jerry Biles, saxes; 
Walt Lane, piano; R. V. Brand, 
drums, and Don Morris, string bass. 


(10) 





| Jersey Quickie for James 
| Between N.Y. Hotel Dates 


Harry James orchestra has been 


signed for a quickie stay at Frank | 


Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, 
N. J. James will be there for 10 
days between his location jobs at 
the Astor and Lincoln hotels, N. Y. 
He opens at Meadowbrook Sept. 22. 

James’ initial date at the spot last 
spring set up a new gross and at- 
tendance record, subsequently 
broken by Kay Kyser. 















POUND YOUR 


RECORDED BY: 
® MARY MARTIN and HORACE HEIDT—Columbia 
® LAWRENCE WELK—Decca 
© RENE MUSETTE—Victor 
® BARRY SISTERS—Standard 





LOTS OF PUNCH !-— 


TABLE POLKA 









* Professional copies available. 


Orchestration by JACK MASON © 









JiM DURKIN, Mer. 






COLONIAL MUSIC PUB. CO., Inc. *® “ort * 5. Now York. N. ¥. 


eh: 
1016 Melrose Ave., Hollywood, Cal. 


Feature of the group is Randolph’s 
| warbling, a lyric tenor range and 
| quite competent. Don Morris pro- 
vides a baritone vocal occasionally. 
| Arranger’s work is handled by Walt 
} Lane. 

Group is originally out of Cincin- 
|nati, under the MCA banner. Work 
|has been in the South and Central 
| West, and route is toward the point 
of origination from here. Quin. 


Band Bookings 


21, 











Tommy Tucker, Sept. four 
weeks, Essex House, N. Y. 

Dick Jurgens, Aug. 4, four weeks, 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J.; 
21, Pleasure Beach Park, Bridgeport, 
Conn. 

Tommy Dorsey, Aug. / Hipp T., 
Baltimore; 13, Capitol T., Washing- 
ton, D, C.; 21, Palace’ theatres, 
Akron-Youngstown, O.; 28, Circle 
V., Indianapolis. 

Hal McIntyre, Aug. 24, indefinite, 
Glen Island Casino, New Rochelle, 
N.Y. 

Alvino Rey, Aug. 21, Chicago T., 
Chicago; 28, Michigan T., Deiroit; 
Sept. 4-8, Cedar Point, Sandusky, O. 

Johnny Messner, 
Palisades Amusemént 





Park, Fort 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 


room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





w Covers Total 

Band Hotel Played Week os Dar 
Alvino Rey ..... Astor (1,000; 75c-$1)...., seeseseeees 3 ° 3,650 11,425 
Ray Heatherton . Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............. 12 550 7.200 
Xavier Cugat* ...Waldorf (550; $1-$1.50)...... esasieen OD 3,025 7.450 
Johnny Long ....New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........10 1950 21/495 
Lani Mclatire ...Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)..........23 1,600 34'975 
Charlie Spivak ..Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 1 2,100 2'100 
Jerry Wald ..... Lincoln (225; 75c-$1)............... 15 675 10.295 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, 


lt ; 
OP gon although the band is the 


Los Angeles 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador; $00; $1-$1.50) Turning ’em awa 
: : 50). y on the 
weekends and holding fairly firm on other nights for a brisk 
around 4,500 on the week. —, 
Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 1,200; 50c-$1). Keeps pushin ast that 
figure and solid with following of this downtown Bb vererc , at 





Chicago 


Tommy Tucker (Empire Room, Palmer House: 600; $3-$3.50 min.) 
Tucker band has caught on nicely on its first appearance in Chicago 
and came through again last week with neat 3,900 customers. ; 
Jimmy Joy (Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). This is tough 
hotel room, at this time particularly, and Joy did well to bring in 1,800 
customers last week. 
Glenn Miller, Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 800; $1.25-$2.50 min.) 
Miller closed short stay last Thursday (16) and smashed records, spot clos- 
ing its doors each night at eight to keep crowds out. Played to around 
6,700 people on final week. Duke Ellington current. 

Eddie Oliver (Mayfair Room, Hotel Blackstone; 350; $2.50 min. Sat.). 
With Dean Murphy on floor, place doing okay at 1,700 patrons last week, 


Boston 

Nat Brandwynne (Ritz Roof, Ritz-Carlton hotel; 350; $1 cover). Brand- 
wynne’s third week continued big with 2,300 covers plus fine dinner biz. 

Jack Edwards (Terrace Room, Hotel Statler; 450; $1 cover). On fifth 
week, Edwards kept his previous high gross at 900 covers over Friday- 
Saturday, only late nights. Dinner sessions excellent. ‘ 

Ray Morton (Oval Room, Copley-P!aza; 300; $1 cover). Morton, sharing 
honors with Jane Pickens, opened Wednesday (15) and in four days gar- 
nered 1,000 covers, big for spot. Dinner traffic also upped. In previous two 
days Hal Saunders (12th week) and McGowan and Mack Ice Revue (fifth 
week), did okay, 350 covers on usually slow nights. 

Philadelphia 

Leo Zollo (Garden Terrace, Benjamin Franklin hotel; 500; $1-$1.50-$2 
min.). Zollo wound up his final week of a 12-week stay here with 1,215 
supper patrons checking in at the Terrace. Herby Woods opened Mon. 
night (20). 


Minneapolis 
Dorothy Lewis (Minnesota Terrace, Hotel Nicollet; 500; $1.50-$2). In 
second of four weeks, this classy ice show, ‘Symphony on Skates,’ continues 
to pack ’em in, 50c minimum increase apparently being no deterrent, 
After record breaking first week, nightly average attendance of 650 is only 
slightly off. Supper show is near-capacity. Dance and show music by 
Sev. Olsen’s local orchestra with Frankie Gelsone wielding the baton. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 


Les Brown (Palladium B, Hollywood, fourth week). Finishing off his 
run with a whammy 22,000 and the season’s surprise considering that he 
followed Harry James’ all-time record stand. Woody Herman opened 
Tuesday. 

Cab Calloway (Casa Manana B, Culver City, Cal., second week). Top- 
ping his first week for a scorching 11,000. Barring blackouts and other war- 
time exigencies should make a strong bid for the spot’s high water mark, 
Four more weeks to go and then Lionel Hampton’s crew. 

Henry Busse (Trianon N, Southgate, Cal., second week). Trade not so 
lush as first week and will have to be content with 4,500 customers. 

Jan Savitt (Casino B, Hollywood, third week). Pitching around the 
4,000 mark due largely to weekend turnover, It’s been a struggle for 
Savitt ever since he hit this burg. 

Ted Fio Rito (Florentine Gardens, Hollywood, second week). Mean level 
for this spot is around 4,500 payees a week and he’s not letting it down. 
Chief draw, however, is Nils Granlund’s floor show. 





(Chicago) 

Buddy Franklin (Chez Paree; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). 
lining. Franklin continues to build a following for himself. 
did nicely with 4,000 customers. 

Art Jarrett (Blackhawk; 400; $1.25 min.). In second week here Jarrett 
indicates pretty good staying. power, coming up with 2,700 patrons. 


Harry Richman head- 
Last week spot 





Lee, N. J.; 9, week, Manhattan | Wilmington, N. C.; 21, Riverside 
Beach, New York City; 16, week, | Beach, Charleston, S. C.; 24, City 
Cavalier Beach Club, Virginia |Aud., Raleigh, N. C.; 25, City Aud, 
Beach, Va. Portsmouth, Va.; 26, Convention 





BP wget ey om 





+ 





Pomuee 


Aug. 1, week, 


Tommy Reynolds, July 24, week, 
Centennial Terrace, Sylvania, O.; 
Aug. 3-9, Hi-Low Club, Battle 
Creek, Michigan; Aug. 11-20, Buck- 
eye Lake, O.; Aug. 21-23, Yankee 
Lake, Brookfield, O.; Aug. 25, 28-30, 
Dell’s Lansing, Michigan. 

Jimmie Lunceford, Aug. 11, City 
Aud., Little Rock, Ark.; 13, City 
Aud., Chattanooga, Tenn.. 14, City 
Aud., Birmingham, Ala.; 16, Castle 
B., St. Louis; 17, Municipal Aud., 
Evansville, Ind.; 18, Joyland Park, 
Lexington, Ky.; 19, City Aud. 
Roanoke, Va.; 20, Wrightville Beach, 


a 





Hall, Asbury Park, N. J.; 27, Con- 
vention Hall, Atlantic City; 29, 


Brookline C. C., Upper Darby, Pa.; 
30, Ritz B., Bridgeport, Conn. 




















DICK ROBERTSON 
Decca No. 4189 








The new “country tune” sensation. Ernest Tubb’s 


- WALKING THE FLOOR OVER YOU 


BOB ATCHER 
Okeh No. 6496 


AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. 
1211 N. Poinsettia Drive, Hollywood 


ERNEST TUBB 
Decca No. 5958 
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HAMPER BMI RAIDS ON ASCAP 





THURMAN ARNOLD 
CLARIFIES DEGRE 


ASCAP Members May Indi- 
vidually Issue Free Li- 
censes of Own Works, But 
Third Parties (Viz, BMI) 
May Not Induce Such Ac- 
tions—Trade Sees Radio- 
Supported Music House 
Obliged to Develop Own 
Stable of Songwriters 











VITAL INTERPRETATION 





ASCAP has come to a complete 
understanding with the U. S. depart- 
ment of justice on the circumstances 
under which it can act when a writ- 
er or publisher member issues a 
gratuitous license to a broadcaster or 
other user. The consent decree 
which the Government granted the 
Society in early 1941 gives an 
ASCAP member the right to issue a 
free license but, if a competitive 
performing rights source, such as 
Broadcast Music, Inc., does anything 
to influence an ASCAPite in that di- 
rection, then ASCAP has the right 
not only to discipline the member 
but to void the license. 


Thurman Ajynold, assistant  at- 
torney general in charge of the de- 
partment’s anti-trust division, out- 
lined ASCAP’s authority on the sub- 
ject in a letter last week to Milton 
Diamond, who represented the So- 
ciety in the negotiations for the con- 
sent decree. ‘The decree,’ Arnold 
wrote, ‘permits a member of ASCAP 
to issue a gratuitous license to a 
user, However, such arrangement 
must be made between the member 
and user without the aid or induce- 
ment from any third party. Any 
attempt by BMI to induce an ASCAP 
member to issue such a license, by 
whatever means, would violate the 
express terms of the decree.’ 


| JOHNNY O’CONNOR’S 


OWN MUSIC HOUSE 


Although the Warock Music Corp. 
billing is a blend of Fred Waring 
and John O’Connor, the latter states 
that this new publishing outfit is 
100% his. It’s separate and apart 
from Words & Music Pub. Co., which 
specializes in issuing the Waring 
glee club arrangements, college 
songs, and the like. Latter has been 
in the field for some time; Warock 
just organized. Both are at separate 
addresses, 

O’Connor, who is Waring’s busi- 
ness manager, is also president of 
the Contact Men’s union, the song- 
pluggers’ association; also on the 
ASCAP directorate, and former 
president of the Music Publishers 
Protective Assn., although this con- 
stitutes his most direct activity in 
the publishing field, considering the 
static position of W&M. 

Hal Gordon is his prof. mgr. 
Jimmy Monaco and Ted Koehler 
contributed his first plug song; Wal- 
ter Donaldson, just in from the 
Coast, placed another with O’Con- 
nor. The first, ‘Every Night About 
This Time,’ has already been placed 
with Chegpert for ot Paes. 


Guild Shop 
Issue Up At 
SPA July 28 


Membership of the Songwriters 
Protective Association may take ac- 
tion next Tuesday (28) on the ques- 
tion of adopting a Guild shop. The 
occasion will be a dinner at the 
Park Central hotel, N. Y., the sec- 
ond such event staged by the asso- 
ciation within five weeks. 

Sigmund Romberg, president, and 
the executive council, will in any 
event report back to the members 
on what fhey found out about the 
mechanics of the guild shop in their 
study of the Dramatists Guild. 











‘It was not the purpose of the de- 
cree,’ Arnold’s letter continues, ‘to 
enlarge the BMI catalog at the ex- 
pense of ASCAP. The purpose was 
to foster competition between the 


two organizations for the benefit of | 


users.’ 
Jolt For BMI 

Trade lawyers regard 
pretation of the decree 


the inter- 
as set down 


by Arnold as a severe jolt for BMI. | 


The latter organization, 
totally owned by broadcast interests, 
is completely stopped from raiding 
ASCAP’s membership rolls and must 
depend on its own devices and en- 
terprise to build up its own roster 
of writers. It is barred from getting 
the performing rights of Hollywood 
ASCAP writers to non-ASCAP 
broadcasters even though it (BMI) 
has obtained the rights to a score by 
such writers from a picture studio. 
BMI may do anything with 


which is} 





ASCAP and the Canteen 


New York. 








Editor, ‘Variety’: 


Last week a group of authors and | 


composers put on a show at the 
Stage Door Canteen. Variety pro- 
nounced it a successful effort, but 
said that we missed a great public 
relations opportunity for ASCAP. I 
don’t think we missed anything. We 


|went to the Canteen with the sim- 
‘ple motive of entertaining the sol- 


that | 


score but clear the way for its pub- | 


lic performance for profit. That lat- 
ter right of licensing is still held by 
ASCAP. 

_ The question of gratuitous licens- 
ing was tossed into the laps of the 
Justice Department a couple of 
months ago when ASCAP’s com- 
plaint committee undertook to dis- 
Cipline several writers for giving 
away their performing rights with- 
out the Society’s consent. Arnold 
wrote John G. Paine, ASCAP gen- 
eral manager, on May 16 that the 
Society’s action was considered by 
the department as in violation of 
the decree. ASCAP’s regular coun- 
sel immediately entered into dis- 
cussions with Arnold's office on the 
issues and facts involved and the 
matter dragged along until at the 
beginning of July the Society 
brought back Diamond into the case 
The letter from Arnold was in 


answer to one he had received from 
Diamond. 


— 


Elmore White has been 





trans- | 


diers and sailors which your reporter 
said we succeeded in doing. It 
wouldn’t have occurred to any of us 
to utilize the Canteen as a medium 
for ASCAP exploitation. I am sur- 
prised that it occurred to your re- 
porter. 
Oscar Hammerstein II. 


{‘Variety’ said, ‘. . . the bill pleased 

an entertainment-starved audience 

. the songsmiths missed a real 
public relations opportunity 


a better planned and routined show 
could have been the talk of the town 
—to the benefit of ASCAP.’ 
| Hammerstein 
\tions with exploitation. ASCAP did 
1a show for the soldiers and sailors. 
|If ASCAP, during the show, plugged 
|itself it would be exploitation. But 
| ASCAP just staged a show, let the 
quality of the program talk for 
ASCAP. That made it a public rela- 
tions stint which, as Mr. Hammer- 
stein plainly states, ASCAP neither 
understood nor utilized.—Ed.] 





Dick Arnold, formerly with Feist, 
moved into the Hollywood office of 
'Irving Berlin’s publishing firm as 
, | prateesiona’ manager. Another ad- 
dition to the firm is Jeanette Golden- 
berg, who moved over from Broad- 
cast Music. 








| Jack Mass West Coast rep for Sha- 
| piro, Bernstein & Co., is currently 


ferred from Greene & Revel to the | in New York consulting with Jonie 
professional department of Broad- | | Taps, the firm's general professional 


fast Music, Inc. 


manager. , 


Mr. | 
confuses public rela- | 


Victor Blau, Mose Gumble 
Head for Hollywood 


Victor Blau, manager of the copy- 
right department for the Warner 
Bros. publishing group, leaves for 
Hollywood Friday (24) to confer 
with Warner studio officials on the 
scores of several musicals scheduled 
for production. He will be gone 
three weeks. 

Mose Gumble, of the same pub- 
lisning group, trains out for the 
Coast Sunday (26) for some contact- 
ing on the standard catalogs. 


DECCA’S UNIQUE TRADE 
SHOW FOR BERLIN FILM 


Decca Record employees and deal- 
ers will attend a unique showing of 











Paine Explains Mathematical Basis 
For ASCAP Checks That Seem 
Small to Lesser Publishers 





15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 





(Week of July 18) 
Jingle Jangle........ Paramount 
Johnny Doughboy.....Crawford 


Sleepy Lagoon.........Chappell 
One Dozen Roges........ Famous 
He Wears Silver Wings. .Shapiro 
Always In Heart........ Remick 





Paramount's ‘Holiday Inn’ film this Jersey Bounce........... Lewis 
Friday (24) at the Normandie the-| Left My Heart Canteen...Army 
aire in New York. Purpose is to ac- Three Little Sisters.......Santly sel to see 
quaint Decca’s trades-people with Who Wouldn’t Love....Maestro them in future 
the tunes from the film, written by | Worth Fighting For...... Harms 
Irving Berlin. Under Apple Tree...... Robbins 

Bing Crosby and Fred Astaire,| Army Air Corps......C. Fischer 
both Decca recording artists, head| Threw Kiss Ocean....... Berlin 
the cast. DD ing ok csiwsoe ve danaee Mills 

~~ 


The agitation for doing-something- 
about-it which flared up amiong 
many of the small publisher mem- 
bers of ASCAP when they received 
their royalty checks for the quarter 
ending June 30 has pretty well sub- 
sided, By the end of last week 
there was a tendency in these ranks 
to drop the earlier proposal they 
Organize as a group and retain coun- 
that ‘justice was done’ 
ASCAP  divvies. 
What had caused this upsurge of ire 
was the sharp drop in income rep- 
resented by the checks. Compared 
to the previous quarter, the minus 


(Continued on page 36) 
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Lyric by Leo Robin 











Lyric by Harold Adamson 
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Lyric by Herold Adamson 











ROBBINS MUSIC 


799 SEVENTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 





your songs THE ROBBINS 


consistent and infallible. 


A Hit Ballad — Robin and Rainger at their best! 
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From the 20th Century-Fox Picture, "My Gal Sal” 
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An Outstanding Novelty — By the writers of “‘Ferry-Boat Serenade”’ 
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A Rampant Rhythm Smash — Timely and Terrific! 


HIP HIP HOORAY 


Words and music by Henry Nemo and Milt Ebbins 


Coming! 


A new popular song edition of the modern American classic 


MANHATTAN SERENADE 
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A Hit For Every Type of Program / 


Not in 10 years have we had songs so perfectly balanced 
for every musical taste. That's why you'll find any or all 


of Robbins current successes suitable for your programs. 


CORPORATION : 














Play Safe! Eliminate waste and guesswork by selecting 


WAY — proven the most 
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Music by Ralph Rainger 
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Music by E. Di Lazzaro 
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Music by Louis Alter 








MURRAY BAKER, Prof. Mar. 
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Army's Songpluggers Avoid Lindy’s, 
Hangout of Non-Military Colleagues 





The songpluggers on behalf of 
"This Is the Army,’ already sensitive 
because they have an obvious advan- 
tage of contacting bandleaders, sing- 
ers, et al. in the uniform of the U. S. 
Army, were instructed by Lt. Walker 
Schumann, in charge of the music 
publishing division, to stay out of 
Lindy’s. The restaurant, which is 
the 10 Downing St. of Tin Pan Alley, 
was deemed too ticklish a spot for 
fraternizing, especially since it’s 
been no secret that the other song- 
pluggers resented the uniformed 
contactees, and the whole situation 
was made bearable soley through 
two factors: (1), and basically, be- 
cause it’s for the Army Emergency 
Relief Fund, which realizes all 
profits; and (2), that the soldier- 
pluggers were ex-music men, hence 


members of the Contact Men's 
Union. 
However, an exception to the 


Lindy tabu was made by Lt. Schu- 
mann when the ‘Army’ pluggers 
shoved ‘I Lost My Heart at the Stage 
Door Canteen’ up to No. 1 on the 
radio plug sheet. Then,~and only 
then, as a combined group did the 
12 soldier-pluggers march into the 
restaurant. 
Not to Hold Back Score 

Incidentally, Irving Berlin, author 
of the ‘Army’ show and songs—who 
is donating everything to the Fund— 
is revising his modus operandi of 
plugging the tunes. Heretofore the 
idea was to frankly milk each song, 
step by step, as a means to get the 
most out of them (again, strictly 
with an eye to the material revenue 
for the Army Fund), but now all of 
the score will get an equal ride. 
Thus, ‘Russian Winter,’ ‘This Time,’ 
‘This Is the Army, Mr. Jones,’ et al. 
will be exploited, and those songs 
which are the real hits will stay on 
top; the others coliapse of their own 
weight, as is true of almpst every 
pop song published and exploited. 


Club Bali on 77’s List 


Philadelphia, July 21. 

The Club Bali last week was 
placed on the restricted list last 
week by Local 77, Musicians’ Un- 
ion, after the local charged that the 
spot had paid a traveling band (Don 
Caballeros trio) below scale. 

Hereafter the Bali may only em- 
ploy members of Local 77. 

















New Clarinet Sensation 











JERRY WALD 
Sensational Opening 
STRAND THEATRE, N. Y. 


Just Released 
Sensational Decca Record 


“STRICTLY 
INSTRUMENTAL’’ 


CHERIO MUSIC PUB., Inc. 
1585 B’way New York 
Prof. Mgr., IRVING ROMM 


CHICK CASTLE GEORGE DION 
Chicago Cincinnati 
IRVING MASSEY 
Hollywood 





+ 
Hail, Merchant Marine 





The American Merchant Ma- 
rine has received its first rec- 
ognition in this war from Tin 
Pan Alley. The gesture of musi- 
cal glorification is by Fred War-. 
ing and Jack Dolph and is titled, 
‘The Merchant Marine Song.’ 

Words & Music, Inc., is the 
publisher. 


RADIOTUNES | 
IS DISSOLVED 


Albany, July 21. 


Radiotunes, Inc., with offices in 
New York, has been dissolved. 

Rosenberg, Goldmark & Colin, 
New York City, was the law firm 
filing the papers with the Secretary 
of State. 

Radiotunes was a subsidiary of 
Broadcast Music, Inc. It was or- 
ganized in the heydey of the 


— 
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ASCAP-radio fight to exploit free- 
lance pop tunes. 





Paine Explains 


Continued from page 35> 





margins amounted to from 20% to 
50%. 

After a number of the small pubs 
had exchanged percentages and 
comments among one another, they 
got in touch with Jehn G. Paine, 
ASCAP general, and asked him to 
account for the depreciated pay- 
offs. Paine explained that the 
cause was merely the change in the 
performance quotient and that they 
had, unfortunately, been the victims 
of an odd situation. The big dis- 
parity was due to the bases used for 
paying off the publisher members 
for the first quarter of 1942 and the 
second quarter of 1942. 

The payoff for the first quarter 
of 1942 had been based on the per- 
formances accumulated for the final 
quarter of 1940. The Society had to 
use this latter norm because it 
broke with radio on Dec. 31, 1940, 
and was off the networks until 
Nov. 1, 1941. 


When it came to cutting up the 
royalties for the second quarter of 
1942 ASCAP was in a position to 
adopt a new performance quotient 
and in a way go back to its original 
practice of determining perform- 
ance credits by the number of plugs 
obtained by a member during the 
quarter preceding the three months 





Instead of confining itself to but 
one quarter, ASCAP this time 
lumped together all the perform- 
ances credited to members for the 
period beginning Nov. 1, 1941, and 
ending March 31, 1942. The per- 
formance base thereby covered a 
bookkeeping record of four months. 

As it happened the breaks under 
that arrangement went to the 
ASCAP publishers with large back- 
logs, or standard catalogs: For the 
first two to four months of the peace 
band leaders were inclined to keep 
| on using the current numbers put 
| out by the Broadcast Music, Inc., 
| contingent of publishers and to in- 
terspice their repertoires with 
ASCAP standards whose arrange- 
ments already existed in the lead- 
ers’ libraries. Four months passed 
| before the average band had its full 
| complement of new ASCAP tunes 
| 





in its books, so that when ASCAP 
got around to sorting performance 
credits it was natural for the major 
firms with their extensive backlogs 
to register to huge advantage over 
the smaller pubs whose ASCAP in- 
comes depends almost solely on 
the performances they get out of 
current tunes. 

Paine also made note of the fact 
that quite a number of publishers 
have been admitted to ASCAP mem- 








bership since 1940. 

















Its TEMPOTIME as well as wartime! 
And it’s Latin America in jitterbug time, with 


PERDI BD4D Recorded By Duke ELLINGTON 


TEMPO MUSIC, INC., 1775 Broadway, N. Y. 














for which payment was being made. } 














(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 


* s 
Editorials Blast NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 
Continued from page 33 
single sources of pleasure and relax- . 
Following tabulation of popular music per 
ation, is badly needed by men, | networks—NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual—ee umes te "WEAF. yon 
women and children, especially by| WABC and WOR, N. Y, Compilation herewith covers oth’ » WJZ, 
those to whom it is a_ highly ee through Sunday (July 13-18) from 5 p.m. to 1 au. ona a 
cherished and appreciated item in os ol redo K ocrte-eorthag Accurate Reporting Service regular source for 
their daily living. Whether the TITLE . 
source of the music is a small radio Be Careful My Heart—}‘Holiday Inn’...... oan ee 
station using records in the hours | Jingle Jangle Jingle,..........2++sseesese. Paramount tt 0 
when the ether is less crowded, a Idaho Feber ape F Ah ltd” Aidala data RT li +» ++ Mills wae phe ages hhh ~ 
sili Sle tea bel the This Worth Fighting For.................. Harms wt keabhig? - 
umble ju e x in e corner con- He Wears Silver Wings........, yen Sha 0S i hd wie aaa eeeeee 28 
fectionery or an expensive phono-| Sleepy Lagoon......... Recchawkasiaveaectee Chap YeRUE als Secaabss ~ 
graph in a comfortable living room, | Here You Are—t‘My Gal Sal’............._ Robin Ree © Eee eS SS « »» 24 
the role of music is the same even|One Dozen Roses........... lich) CHG Suineus Sede ie ethan = 
though the variety and quality may|*Who Wouldn't Love You................ Sinsatve be Tien ate - 
differ widely. Petrillo is doing the |**Left My Heart at Canteen............... Army oS. Uitte 2 
American people a real disservice by | Jersey SEND: Sch innsedentkdeeneccs x51... pe ae ee -s 
depriving it of music’s ministry to| Take Me......... sibceahed bneeaicosac csc ne ind eaganie soe 
tired nerves and bodies in a period | All I Need Is You. ....o....ccccececcccecces Mills eo tae 8 
of national emergency, and _ it| *Strictly Instrumental........ Cerccdccccecs | State tai siete dee i” 
amounts to that, considering the ob- | Just Plain Lonesome—+‘My Favorite Spy’.. Mayfair. 17 
. sdvder ‘ . . py .. Mayfair .,., 
vious limitations on non-mechanical | Don’t Sit Apple Tree..................000. Robbins ‘chides geen 
music, My Devotion..... a TITILI TTL TTT Ter ee Santly . = . VY aaa - 
‘This is all aside, of course, from Johnny Doughboy ee TT TT eee een Tere Se Crawford .... vith a taice iills = 
the principle issue involved in which South Wind caien TPES PEERS ee oe , Sf Reet 14 
the musicians’ chief is just as much Sweet Eloise LEA CRA EP AST F566 860 e Rie cad Com "FE eapitameg 14 
in the wrong. He is making use of Do You Miss Sweetheart...........ccsssees Paramount oll! Sehgal 13 
some of the inequities and anomalies Three Little Sisters.......cceccccsscesceces Santly bebeh Gis Saves, 13 
of existing law to set himself up as Midsummer Matinee....... bv aeke td as bakes NE Mer Rue ecce F* 13 
a dictator over the American public Love Is a Song teteenes eee teeteneeeenes rk ean Te aa 12 
—something that even those in the Wonder When Baby’s Coming Home ...... SONS ds in okcciscc..3.. 12 
seats of governmental authority Got Gal In Kalamazoo cena veeseeees ieee ees PEN Geet ates bekks ...< 11 
have shied away from doing except Always in Heart—t Always in Heart’....... Remick ................... 10 
as the stern dictates of military nec- Somebody’s Thinking You Seg kdaem acd 45:-4163% NUNN “dh sbsdcecktescs.<. 10 
essity have clearly indicated to be Conchita Lopez—t'Priorities on Parade’.... Famous ................... 9 
necessary and unavoidable... .’ EO - nid os ackouead nee) dae ede be ed. ACE ee eee 9 
By FL Bree eres Chev teatedessetan ee 9 
PROVIDENCE JOURNAL Singing Sands Alamosa CCR Ode ecreosovocees POOR Baa aenetenas 9 
- "Things have come to-e pretty pass Tangerine—t Fleet’s In’ .. sete eter ence eeeeee og ne a So, Pn eae 9 
é : When Lights Go on Again............... mee 
when such things can happen in the I OE nc a ee wee 9 
United States. But they are happen- oer ok ha ae eee » Chappell ................., 8 
- . I eee 8 ls rn ee ee eee i ee Morris ..... 8 
ing again and again, and they will | you’re In Love—+‘Priorities on Paradg’..... TE elle a tat 
continue to happen, more restric- At Last—7‘Orchestra Wives’ | sa ln lige ash al ala 8 
° : : : a CeCe ee ee earn ees bea Vk ws 665 8% Oa sak eee 7 
tively, until such time as public op- eS eee. Leeds 
inion forces Congress to put labor/j¢ you Are But Dream.... rags, dat Shae i 5. Campbell flee Pa denads : 
dictatorships in their place. Last Call For Love—t‘Ship Ahoy’.......... | PSNR RADARS 7 
‘The arrogance of a Petrillo, calmly | I Met Her Monday ............cccccceceuce NAY pane iia 6 
‘telling the American people what|I Remember You—+‘Fleet’s In’ ............ Paramount ............... 6 
kind of music they can and cannot|]I Threw Kiss Ocean ......c.ccccccccccccuce a ey ee 6 
listen to, as he builds a tyrannical| New York Nocturne.............ccccccuces a re 6 
monopoly, is the product of an Ad-| *Wherever I Go ....ccccecccccccccccuccccs sh + tethegesdtadecesds oe 6 
ministration policy which makes a] A Boy In Khaki ............ccccecescccces MSs ai4h herbadne wana ede on 5 
political cult of labor. It is a policy | *At the Crossroads .............eccccecuees ppc ehigabhsnnndeones 5 
which has given altogether too many | Got Moon In Pocket—+‘My Favorite Spy’.. Mayfair ................... 5 
labor dictators the belief that labor | I'll Keep Lovelight Burning ............... EL 0h. th dueih caus bbe. ua 5 
is entitled to a full measure of rights | Isabella Kissed Fella ...........ccceeseees I pg :0 oss Vn aveaie tudsare-4.9.2-0 5 
without corresponding responsibiji- | Just Though You Here .................5+. ME Sdaveéescecvensenses 5 
ties. Indeed legislation and even| Knock Me a Kiss.............cceceeeeeeees EE Gctiche wee eatte ae gates «a6 5 
Supreme €ourt decisions have been | *Little Bo Peep, Jeep ............ 000 cee NU roWsxeeebabiae bend bac 5 
hased upon this assumption. Lullaby Of the Rain .icccccccscsccsseroves RRS aia Fae 5 
‘The Wagner act specifies certain Major Nae re eee EY 404 edna Fos ccbnebs 5 
definite rights for labor, but de- | Mary’s Grand Old POS S55 0440) sAxtet ves a Serer: 5 
mands no responsibilities, Much the Story Starry Night ACR YeE ONCE era ee ee NE ee wl bac ced bobs bac 5 
same is true of the Wage and Hour ~ Was TE MEMO RES Dato ce ch bide veeedestaces Melodylane Dec ute shirt wees ; @ 
Act. And the Supreme Court, in Rolling Along ........ Reeveccsceececerens ME EER acai t sy ot heed ue 5 
wicca has clung to the same| 4 mdicates BMI licensing; others are via ASCAP. ¢ Filmusical. 
, ** ‘This Is the Army’ publishing subsid, licensed freely to all users. 
+; 
e e Frank Loesser, on loanout from 
st e ers On Ol- ac nes Paramount, teaming with Arthur 


Schwartz to write songs for the Ed- 


die Cantor musical, ‘Banjo Eyes,’ at 
Warners. ® 








throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ Names 
of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 
and respective publishers.) 














1. Jingle Jangle (10) (Paramount)......... fey «eld ne 
2. One Dozen Roses (10) (Famous)........ cere” Greet Seo 
3. Sleepy Lagoon (13) (Chappell).......... ponted yaaa = 
4. Who Wouldn’t Love You (5) (Maestro).. jo capitate ip: 2 
5. Sweet Eloise (3) (Shapiro).............. tog ee renee 
6. Johnny Doughboy (10) (Crawford)...... fone d _" nati tenis 
7. Three Little Sisters (8) (Santly)......... Spe rele ott eee 
8. Brother Bill (1) (Cherio).............0e« ‘Say beet eee 
9. Idaho (1) (Mills).....ccceeceeeccescuss fF Abng tly Fo ensg 
10. All I Need Is You (1) (Miller)......... Senne Weesoc eee 


OTHER FAVORITES 
(These records are directly below first 10 in popularity. 
number of weeks in parenthesis are fading, others gaining.) 
Jersey Bounce (20) (Lewis)..........es0¢ ia j Benny Goodman. ......Okeh 
(Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
f Kay Kyser........Columbia 
**ee**) Alvino Rey........Bluebird 


Tunes with 


Wears Pair Silver Wings (Shapiro)... 


It’s Cute—It’s Different 
It’s Terrific 


BYE LO BABY BUNTIN’ 
(Daddy’s Goin’ Huntin’) 


CINDY WALKER 
DECCA 6038 


American Musie, Inc. 


1211 N. Poinsettia Dr. 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 





yo. at by Be Ape see. eee err Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
poms ee § Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 
This Worth Fighting For (Harms).......... 1 Kate Smith........Columbia 
Strictly Instrumental (Cherio).......... .....Harry James.,,.,.Columbia 
Mary’s Grand Old Name (Vogel)............ Bing Crosby..........Decca 


§ Dick Jurgens......,...Okeh 














Keep Lovelight Burning (Remick)......... .Hal McIntyre Victor 
Ferris Wheel (Melodylane)........... peiaceu fo ese ese pom 
Wonder Baby’s Coming Home (Crawford), § Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 
Strin Polke O& Sammy Kaye......... Victor 

PIP: POR (REOTOOE) occ ccccrccdccvccocene’s ..Johnny Mercer...... Capitol 














THIS IS IT! 
Mv Beloved Is Rugged 


ABC Music, 799 -7th'Ave.. N.Y 
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Pitt AGVA to Boost Scale 207, 
Sent. 1; Forming Service Relief Units 








Pittsburgh, July 21. 

Nat Nazarro, Jr., head of local 
AGVA office, has notified Pittsburgh 
niteries to expect a 20% increase in 
minimum scales for cafe performers 
after Sept. 15. Raise will be based 
on increased biz in hot spot belt all 
over town, with clubs generally en- 
joying their best summer in years. 
It’s so good, in fact, that many 
niteries which heretofore have asked 
musicians union for a reduction in 
scale during warm months haven't 
even bothered to put in a request 
this season, 

Recent AGVA activity here is the 
organization of regular vaude units, 
including band, line and several acts, 
to play nabe film houses and out-of- 
town auditoriums all over this dis- 
trict. All proceeds, above actual ex- 
penses, will be divided between Red 
Cross and Army-Navy Relief Fund. 
Bills are still in process of being or- 
ganized, but first of them is expected 
to be launched next week. 

Nazarro thinks there will be at 
least 10 of them going before the 
month is up. 


Traveling Orchs’ First 
Time In Mpls. Nitery 
Puts It on Profit Sid 








Minneapolis, July 21. 


_ A successful travelling orch policy 
has been established in a local nitery 
other than a hotel supper club for 
the first time in the city’s entertain- 
ment history. Engagements of the 
first two name bands booked in ex- 


perimentally at the Happy Hour, 
one of the largest and most prosper- 
ous clubs here, which previously has 
confined itself almost entirely to 
local bandS and inexpensive acts, 
proved so profitable that manager 
Abe Perkins immediately booked in 
seven more outfits, virtually carry- 
ing the establishment to the first of 
the year. 

Initial aggregations spotted into 
the club expericentally were Fletch- 
er Henderson and Carlos Molina. 
Both did so well for themselves and 
the club that they already have been 
signed for return engagements. Ace 
Brigode comes in July 22 and Inter- 
national Sweethearts of Rhythm Au- 
gust 5. Engagements are for two 
weeks. 

When Perkins returned last week 
from N. Y. he had five more signed 
contracts. Ray Herbeck, who played 
the Orpheum here last season, is 
spotted for Aug, 25-Sept. 15; Fletch- 
er Henderson returns Sept. 16 to re- 
main until Oct. 5; Ralph Barlow 
comes in Oct. 7-20; Fats Waller plays 
Minneapolis for the first time Oct. 
21-Nov. 10, and Molina comes back 
Dec. 5 to remain over New Year’s. 

Perkins says he’s negotiating to 
bring in Ada Leonard’s girl orchestra 
and Ina Ray Hutton’s band. One 
open date is Nov. 10-Dec. 4. 

First week of Molina brought in 
$4,200. This is just the amount ob- 
tained from drinks served in the 
club proper and does not include 
food, or the takings at the huge front 
bar and lounge. Molina copped $420 
above his guarantee as his end of a 
percentage share. 


Utilize Kid Quizzes In 
Detroit Neighborhoods 


Detroit, July 21. 

With vaudeville out of the nabe 
houses for the summer, ‘kid quizzes’ 
have started to make their appear- 
ances, First of the series was 
Started by the Rosedale theatre, 
with youngsters chosen from the 
biggest schools in the area. Quizzes 
are being conducted by Freddie Ri- 
ve-d, who produces the Children’s 
Theatre of the Air. 
_ Awards made to the youngsters 
include defense tamps, with ithe top 
award being an airplane flight over 
the city with the chief Civilian Air 
Pilot trainer in this area. Under 
Present plans-the quizzes probably 
will be extended into the school 
yecr, when it offers additional ad- 
vantages in being tied up with the 
regular educational program and 














re be used on a rivalry basis be- 
ween houses and school districts. 


Agent Turns Vocalist 

Danny Hollywood, act agent 
with the General Amusement 
Corp. in New York, will become 
a band vocalist for a few hours 
next Monday (27). He’s sched- 
uled to sing a novelty tune with 
the McFarland Twins band dur- 
ing the filming of a Paramount 
short. 

McFarland Twins’ band is 
booked by Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica, opposition to GAC. 








Tomack-Reis Bros. 


On AGVA’s Unfair 
List for Commish 


Sid Tomack and the Reis Bros., 
comedy trio, have been placed on 
the unfair list by the American 
Guild of Variety Artists, their own 
union, for failure to pay a $402 
claim to Al Grossman, N. Y. agent. 
Claim, which dates back several 
months, was fixed following a hear- 
ing by the Joint Standing Commit- 
tee of AGVA and the Artisis Rep- 
resentatives Assn. 

Claim by Grossman against the 
trio was based on a breach of con- 
tract, when the boys permitted Al 
Borde, Chicago rep, to handle their 
business without commissions be- 
ing paid to the N. Y. agent. 

In being placed on the unfair list, 
the union thus notifies all spots 
holding AGVA agreements and all 
other AGVA members that they 
can neither employ nor work with 
Tomack and Reis Bros. until they 
meet the claim. 


MAJOR LYNN COWAN 
WRITES EDDIE DOWLING 


Headquarters U.S.A.F.LA., 
A.P.O. 501, May 6. 











Dear Eddie: 

Years have passed since we were 
troupers together and I could write 
volumes about what has happened 
but you can read between the lines 
and understand. Nine years ago Billi 
Bailey and Estelle and I (Bailey & 
Cowan) went to the Orient and 
toured in Japan, China, Hong Kong, 
Java, Singapore, Ceylon and India 
and returned to Singapore in 1936 
and opened the famous Coconut 
Grove there ... a beautiful night 
club right on the ocean situated in 
a grove of five and a half acres of 
real coconut palms. It was a sen- 
sation and we did very well, and 
then Dec. 8, and I received my com- 
mission in the army (Major in the 
Engineers) and rushed to Java, went 
through the campaign there and was 
transferred to Australia and placed 
in charge of all the entertainment 
of the forces here in what is now 
known as the Special Service Organ- 


ization. My Chief Officer is Col. A. 
L. P. Johnson, Inf., and a grand 
man. 


We have built up a tremendous 
organization and are doing wonders 
in the vast land for the welfare and 
entertainment of our _ boys. Of 
course my big worry is material and 
I have written to the publishers back 


home and have asked them to send | 
ime everything in the way.of music 


and blackouts that they have, but I 


|!at the Curran 


am wondering if you haven't some | 


scripts of Soldier Shows that I can 
produce over here as we have a 
world of talent and as soon as I 
get them lined up I know I can pro- 


‘duce a fine show here the same as 


you are doing at home... not as 
elaborate perhaps but surefire en- 
tertainment for the boys and, after 
all, that is all we worry about. 

Just received news I have finally 
been elected to ASCAP and, of 
course, am very proud of my mem- 
bership. 

I haven’t heard from you in years 
Eddie, but of course have read in 
‘Variety’ which reaches me ages old 
of your success, etc., and am very 
proud of everything you have done. 
It is a long time since the old Keith 
and Orpheum days but recall with 
pleasure what few dates we were 
together. How is Rae? Estelle and 
I have been married 31 years this 
June and have a fine 12-year-old son 
... great boy, Eddie, and hope you 
can see him. We waited a long time 





| ville 





SUES NITERY FOR $2,980 
ON LINE’S CANCELLATION 


Cleveland, July 21. 


Art Dalton, Coast and Chicago 
dance director, is suing Herman 
Pirchner’s Alpine Village for $2,980 
on the claim that the cafe operator 
broke his four-week contract for 
services of the producer’s chorus. 

Unit, known as ‘Dalton’s Vani- 
ties,’ is composed of five girls, who 
had a skirmish with police juvenile 
authorities because three of the 
dancers were under 18, violating a 
state law. There was no deliberate 
misrepresentation on this point, ac- 
cording to Dalton. 

Nevertheless a policewoman, act- 
ing On an anonymous tip, ordered 
Perchner to pull out the chorus in 
the middle of its first week at the 
theatre-restaurant..Owner asked the 
femme cop if others could finish 
their week and got an okay. Two 
of the girls of legal age were re- 
tained and three new ones substi- 
tuted for the ones yanked out. By 
this action, contends Dalton, Pirch- 
ner forfeited rights to cance] the 
line as he did after initial week. 

Dalton is asking for four weeks 
of salary due at $275 per week, $345 
for costumes which he claims Pirch- 
ner has kept, and $500 damages for 
breach of the play-or-pay contract. 


Wynn's ‘Laugh 
Drops to $11,400; 
Folding Sat. (25) 


Ed Wynn’s ‘Laugh, Town, Laugh, 
straight vaudeville show, will finale 
at the Alvin, N.Y., Saturday (25), at 
which time it will have completed 











_|its fifth week, about half the time 


anticipated. Vauder started out with 
a bang, with the first full week top- 
ping $20,000. Business then eased off 
to around $17,000, but last week 
dropped to $11,400, not enough at 
least fer the house end. 

Wynn show’s weakness was at 
matinees, same going for Clifford C. 
Fischer’s ‘Top Notchers’ and ‘Keep 
‘’Em Smiling,’ two other vaude out- 
fits which stopped, and the current 
‘Priorities.’ Sunday’s (19) two mat- 
inees at the Alvin were so poorly 
attended that most of the drop in 
gross was occasioned then. Intense 
heat emptied the town and those 
theatregoers who were around were 
evidently unfamiliar with the house 
and show. 

Wynn’s contracts with the acts 
called for a week’s notice, which was 
given them Sunday. House and show 
operate on a Monday to Sunday 
basis, with the exception of the 
stagehands, and, while ‘Laugh’ could | 
go on next Sunday (26) without ad- 
ditional expense otherwise, that per- 
formance has been stymied by the 
stage crew, whose week ends Sat- 
urday. If the stagehands are called 
Sunday, the house would be liable 
for a full week’s pay. 

Statements credited to Wynn in 
the dailies, that his layout needed 
$18,000 weekly to break, were not 
factual. At that amount the two-a- 
day layout would have shown a 
hefty profit. Show looks like it | 
needed $14,000 to break. 


‘Show Time’ Big 21G in S. F. 
San Francisco, July 21. 

The return of two-a-day vaude- | 

in the form of ‘Show Time’ is 

being received like a long lost child 

theatre here. 

In the 1,774-seat house at $2.20 tcp, 





Long-Term Contract 





Pittsburgh, July 21. 
A few days ago Don D’Carlo, 
local agent, received a letter 
from a former vaudevillian he 
used to book and who is now in 
the army. In the envelope was 
a $10 bill, the amount of a loan 
D’Carlo had made to the per- 
former more than a year ago. 
‘I’m able to pay you back,’ 
wrote the soldier, ‘now that I’m 
working steady again.’ 


Una Carlisle’s $50,000 
Slander Suit Against 
Ed Sullivan, N. Sissle 


Una Mae Carlisle, colored song- 
stress and songwriter, began a 
$50,000 slander suit in N. Y. supreme 


court last week against Ed Sullivan, 
N. Y. News columnist, and Noble 
Sissle, band leader. Miss Carlisle's 
complaint claims a conspiracy by the 
defendants to ruin her career. There 
is no implication of Sullivan’s N. Y. 
Daily News column in the suit. 

Miss Carlisle had been a performer 
in ‘Harlem Cavalcade,’ Negro vaude 
show, during its N. Y. presentation 
by Ed Sullivan, in which Sissle was 
also interested. 

A motion for a bill of particulars 
was made by Simon S. Feinstein, 
attorney for Sissle. 


TIVOLI, FRISCO, OPENING 
JULY 30 WITH VAUDE 


San Francisco, July 21. 
The 1,200-seat Tivoli theatre here 
will reopen July 30, giving the town 
its second vaudefilmer. To be op- 
erated by the Blumenfeld circuit, 














the Tivoli wil! compete with the 
Golden Gate, but will have the 
lowe top price of 50c. The ‘Gate’ 


charges 65c top. 

Vaude shows will be routed to the 
Tivoli from the Orpheum in Los An- 
geles, opening here Thursdays. 

Manager o fthe house is Henry 
Goldenberg, who has recently been 
managing the S3lumenfeld circuit's 
theatre in Berkeley, but who pre- 
viously was manager of the Fox 
here when it was showing combina- 
tion bills. 


Harriet Hoctor Heads 
New Horseshoe Revue 


Billy Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe, 
N. Y nitery, discards its long stand- 
ing ‘Silver Screen Revue’ at the end 
of July with a new vaude musical, 
‘Mrs. Astor’s Pet Horse,’ headed by 
Harriet Hoctor, ballerina. New band 
to replace Noble Sissle not yet set. 
Sissle winds up over three years at 
the Horseshoe to go on tour under 
management of the William Morris 
office. 





Others in the cast: W. C. Handy, 


| composer of ‘St. Louis Blues;’ Pansy | 


the Horse, Billy Wells and the Four 
Fays, Herman Hyde & Co., Lucienne | 





the lineup including George Jessel, 
Jack Haley, Ella Logan, Kitty Car- | 
lisle and The DeMarcos, is drawing | 
the customers at a terrific estimated 
$21,000 clip. 





for him but got a jewel when he did 
arrive. 

I have had wonderful coopera- 
tion from the Australian Concert 
parties and they have done a grand 
job going around from camp to 
camp and now I am producing my 


|}own units and need much help so | 
| don't forget to send me anything you | Niesen 
Estelle joins me in fonde&t re- | Niesen’s father, a real estate buyer 


can. 
gards and poor old Bill would too, 
but he went back to get the banjoes 
and the Japs got him... he is a 
prisoner in Singapore. Do write as 
soon as you can. All the best. 
Lynn F. Cowan, 
Major C.E., 0-888017, c/o Post- 
master, A.P.O. 501, San Fran- 


& Ashour, Caits Bros. and Emma 
Francis, Norine Robinson, Nellie 
Durkin, Billy Banks and Perry | 
Bruskin. 


Staged by John Murray Anderson, 
new songs by Rose. 





BILLY VINE INTO HURRICANE 


Succeeds Gertrude Niesen and Her 
Stooge-Dad at Cafe 

Billy Vine goes into the Hurricane, 

N. Y., July -29, when Gertrude 

and her pop leave. Miss 





was considered an integral part of 
the floorshow. Like Milton Berle’s 
mother’s chores, pater Niesen at- 
tends every show and cues all of 
Miss Niesen’s laughs and applause. 

Despite the change of names at 
the Hurricane, Harry Puck’s pro- 
duction and choreography effects 





cisco, Calif. 


holdover. 





Ross Pepe From AFM to Pep Up 
AGVA's New York Local; Greaza 


Meanwhile Quiets Former Factions 





The American Guild of Variety 
Artists took its first concrete step to 
strengthen the N. Y. local setup last 


week when it hired Ross Pepe, organ- 
izer for eight years for musicians 
union Local 802 in N. Y., to become 
national representative in charge of 
AGVA’s N. Y. branch. Pepe, who 
took over Monday (20), is being 
given a free hand to reorganize the 
Metropolitan local, which, despite its 
proximity to the national AGVA of- 
fice, has been about the most back- 
ward in the entire AGVA setup, so 
far as organizational progress is con- 
cerned. 

Pepe has been retained by AGVA 
on a one-year contract, with options 
dependent on the job he does. When 
with Local 802, Pepe was chiefly ac- 
tive for the musicians in the better 
class hotels. 

The idea for AGVA to wean away 
from the musicians an experienced 
union man was first proposed several 
months ago. No such action was 
possible at that time, however, be- 
cause of AGVA’s internal troubles. 
Most of the latter have since been 
cleared up, especially since Walter 
N. Greaza, formerly assistant execu- 
tive secretary of Equity, was ‘draft- 
ed’ by the Associated Actors & Art- 
istes of America to take over the 
administration of AGVA for a mini- 
mum of three months. 

Interral Bickering 

Greaza, who still has about one 
month to go before the initial three 
months are up, has done much to 
create internal harmony’ within 
AGVA. The intense factionalism, 
which was that talent union’s sore 
spot since its inception three years 
ago, is now conspicuous by its ab- 
sence. It’s not known’ whether 
Greaza will continue on at AGVA‘or 
return to Equity, but many in the 
variety performers’ union are hopeful 
that Greaza, always an active legit 
and radio actor, will continue on at 
AGVA permanently. One or two 
venture the opinion that Greaza 
might not now be averse to retain- 
ing the top executive post at AGVA, 
They say he has grown to like the 
more hectic administration of AGVA 
in contrast to the comparative quiet 
that reigns at Equity. 


Girl Hurt, Men in Act 
Recalled Into Army, 
Dick-Don-Dinah End 


Dick, Don and Dinah, knockabout 
turn with ‘Hollywood Follies’ unit 
of USO-Camp Shows, folded at Fort 
Sheridan, Ill, when Helen Ains- 
brenner, girl in the act, suffered 
leg injury from fall during warm 
up. 








John Reilly and Carl Thrower, 
men in the act, who had been re- 
leased from Army via 28-year 
waiver in early selective service 
régulations were recalled at the 
same time. 





DARE WANT HIS COIN, 
HOBBLES ‘PEOPLE’ TAB 


Los Angeles, July 21. 
Danny Dare, producer of the legit 
show, ‘Meet the People,’ was granted 


an injunction restraining further 
showing ~of the tab version of the 
play, recently touring the east on 


lease to Irving Yates. 

In addition to the injunction peti- 
tion, filed in Superior Court, Dare 
seeks $8,536 as his share of the net 
profit of the 18-week tour of the 
show under the Vates banner. Con- 
tract called for 50% of the net, with 
a minimum weekly guarantee of 
$484. Piece was last shown in 
Montreal. 





Accent on Supper Shows 


The Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., has 
inaugurated a new policy of enter- 
tainment on the Starlight Roof. Con- 
vinced that dinner patrons want to 
dine and dance chiefly, most of the 
show is at supper only. 

Xavier Cugat, for supper, is aug- 
menting Conchita Martinez with the 
Three Pitchmen and Mario & Floria, 
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A 


CONTRACT 


AT 


CARROLL 


IS A 


CAREER 


“ EEKS Ahren & Broderick 
wrexs Mare Ballero 
weexs Bill Brady 
wrixs Bob Bromley 
WEEKS Conville & Dale 
weexs Reginald Craig 
WEEKS Debonairs 
wrexs Jeanne Devereaux 
warexs Jimmy Durante 
whixs Vivian Fay 
weeks Happy Felton 
weeks Four Hot Shots 
wrexs Frakson 
wrexs Francis & Grey 
wrexs Gali Gali 
werxs Joaquin Garay 
wrixs Paul Gerrits 
wrtxs Barney Grant 
wrixs Harrison & Fisher 
WEEKS Lamberti 
WEEKS Lolita & Ardo 
whixs Susan Miller 
wrexs Minnevitch Rascals 
weexs Aurora Miranda 
wrexs Lela Moore 
werxs Nirska 
weeks 3 Nonchalants 
WEEKS Al Norman 
wraxs Michel Ortiz Orch. 
wreexs Dick & Dottie Remy 
W EKKS A. Robbins 
weeks Doc Rockwell 
WEEKS Rolly Rolls 
wer«s St. Clair & Day 
wrexs Buster Shaver 
wrexs Slate Bros. 
woes Sterner Sisters 
wiexs Ken Stevens 
wrexs Manny Strand Orch. 
werks Jean Tighe 
werxs Walter Dare Wahl 
wrexs Beryl Wallace 
weeks Shirley Wayne 
wrerxs Bert Wheeler 
W erxs Willie West&McGinty 
wrexs Wiere Bros. 
wees Robert Williams 
werxs Johnny Woods 
winks Ygor & Tanya 
WEEKS Zerby & Wiere 


*Still playing 


Earl Carroll Theatre 


HOLLYWOOD 


America’s Finest Producing 
Stage 


Thru these portals pass the most 
beautiful girls in the worfd 


MILES INGALLS 
East 


HERMAN D. HOVER 
West 
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TALENT BUDGET 
REDUCED BY 
~ STEEL PIER 


| Frank Gravatt, operator of the 
| Steel Pier, Atlantic City, spent almost 
a week in Miami Beach recently 
|studying the effect of the Army's 
|takeover on that area. Concluding 
that soldiers do not spend too much 
| money, whether they have it or not, 
|he is reducing his spending for talent 
| for the Pier for the remainder of this 
j|summer. The Army has taken over 
iseveral hotels in Atlantic City to 

‘barrack men in training, and is ex- 
| pected to acquire additional ones, 

| Gravatt used the best talent avail- 

able in the past seasons, He currently 

|has Charlie Barnet band, which is 

| finishing a month’s stay on the Pier 

Friday (31). McFarland Twins follow 

i for one week. 


Year Round 

Atlantie City, July 21. 

| Frank P. Gravatt, head of Atlantic 
| City Amusement Assn. and operator 
|of Steel Pier, announced Sunday 
| (19) he will keep Steel Pier operat- 
| ing this winter for the first time in 
j;nine years. He will feature dancing, 
|vaudeville and motion pictures. 
| Gravatt feels that the large number 
of Army Air Force members now 
| Stationed here warrant year-around 
| Operation, albeit with shorter talent 
budgets. 
George A. Hamid, operator of 
| Hamid’s Pier, stated he will also con- 
|tinue to keep his pier open this 
| winter. 

Outside of weekends, 
| tinue to be good, business is poor 
here. Piers, especially, have felt the 
| loss of business due to tire and gas 
| Shortages. The one-day visitor by 
| car, now virtually extinct, is impor- 
} 


which con- 


tant to the pier trade. 

Closing of the large beachfront 
hotels have greatly affected business 
}in this resort. Many of the exclusive 
| boardwalk shops are closing, and 


| - : 
|}others will follow as soon as their 


| leases expire. 


'Phil Barr, Big Spender, 





Philadelphia, July 21. 
Phil Barr, 


of the 500 Club at the shore city for 


istration filed tast week by 
daughter, Katherine Cecilia Barr. 


ran a charge account at an Atlantic 
City restaurant for down-and-outers. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








Saranac Lake, July 21. 
Cole circus hit colony, and every 
member of the ozoning gang received 
an Ann Oakley from owner, James 
M. Cole. 
Benny Ressler, who saw many days 
of the old Orpheum circuit and made 
the grade here, is now commenting 
over local station WNBZ. 
Basil Colman, who is doing a nifty 
comeback at the Rogers, was handed 
a surprise visit by his frau, who shot 
in from Burlington, Vt. 
Carl Greaves, ex-minstrelnmaan and 
now nite spot operator in Plattsburg, 
stopped off long enough to serenade 
and mitt the gang. 
Bede Fiddler, ex-Rogerite, shot in 
for a look-see and checkup. Got 
final okay and left for her home in 
Reading, Pa. 
Abe Scholsman back at the Will 
Rogers as lab technician, replacing 
Monroe Coleman, who is now en- 
gaged in war work. 

Hazel Coleman, dancer of other 
days and a graduate of the Rogers, 
now a full-fledged nurse at the Ray- 
brook Sanatorium. 

Jerry Derene, formerly of the 
Brand circuit, showing improvement, 
Walter (Loew circuit) Conley add- 
ing weight and doing great since he 
has been living downtown. 

Jack Hirsch, N. Y. and Boston 
first-nighter, here for summer va- 
cash, and handing the gang a mess of 
gifts. 

Kate Smith, who is summering be- 
tween broadcasts at Lake Placid, has 
the natives agog with her horseback 
riding. 





Hotel President’s Round the World 


|Marlborough - Blenheim’s cocktail 


} 

| beachfront nite spots operating. Nine 
| hotels are in process of being turned 
|over to the Army, and may eventu- 
ally include some of the above men- 
tioned. 





‘Hildegarde a Departure 
For Hub Copley-Plaza 


Boston, July 21, 


uw 


The Copley-Plaza makes a radical 
departure Aug. 12 on its cafe name 
| policy when it imports Hildegarde. 
| Songstress, getting a fancy deal, is 


| in for five weeks, 


Hotel 


time 


| at the Plaza’s Persian Room, 
| first there after a number of 
| Seasons at the nearby Savoy-Plaza. 





Shelley-Rose Partnership 
Chicago, July 21. 
Phil Shelley, for 10 years an- 
|nouncer, writer and producer with 
| WCFL in Chicago, has opened his 
,own talent agency here. 
Irwin Rose, N. Y 


oneleys associate 


musician, is 
the new ven- 


| combined tour of theatres and one- 

nighters until late September when 
| he returns to Hollywood for the 
Burns and Allen radio show. 


|Room, Hotel Breaker’s Ship Deck, | 


|lounge, Brighton lounge and Chel- | 
sea Hotel grill are about all the} 





Thence back to New York to open | 


Paul Whiteman headed east on a | 


Write to those who are ill . 











Spitalny Envied 


Left Only $250 Estate 


Philadelphia and At- 
lantic City sportsman and operator 


many years, left an estate of only 
$250, according to letters of admin- 
his 


Barr, who died June 15, was a,pro- 
digious spender and gambler, and he 


New Jersey Race Track Figures 
To Hypo Nitery, Roadhouse Biz 





Philadelphia, July 21. 

Roadhouses and niteries in nearby 
South Jersey are expecting a wind- 
fall during the 49-day racing season 
at the newly opened Garden State 
race track at Haddonfield, N. J., six 
miles from Philly. And from the in- 
dications of the opening day (18), 
the spots near the track should 
make a killing. Biz in the area had 
been in the doldrums since the start 
of gas and tire rationing. 


and objections would prevent 
track from opening. First it was ob- 
jections from ministers and mer- 
chants in the district. Then the War 
Production Board cracked down on 


the 


the use of critical materials for 
‘amusement plants.’ 

But Eugene Mori, Vineland the- 
atre owner and president of the 





$189 Printing Bill Puts 
$150,000 Toledo Nitery 


Into Receiver’s Hands 





Toledo, July 21, 

Scott D. Hager has been appointed 
receiver for the Hollywood Theatre 
Cafe, on Telegraph Road, city’s 
newest and largest entertainment 
spot, whoch cost $150,000 to open. 
Judge Lee N. Murlin of Lucas 
County Common Pleas Court set 
his bond at $5,000: The receivership 
was granted on the application of 
Charles Quetschke and Charles J. 
Seeman, operators of the Standard 
Printing Co., which sued Roy Sher- 
man, operator, for a $189.47 bill, 

Hyman Topper, counsel for the 
night club, who objected to the re- 
ceivership, said that the cafe will 
continue to operate and that plans 
have been made for new financing. 
He said that the Hollywood has 
made money, but it has gone into 
retiring capital investment. Topper 
and Wayne Peppers, counsel for the 
Standard concern, were appointed 
co-counsel to represent the receiver. 

Financial Securities Corp., which 
obtained a judgment of $2,245.25 
against Roy Sherman and Charles 











| Shanks, as operators of the club, 





Continued from page 2 


rookies for Uncle Sam's fighting 
forces are three from Les Brown’s 
band—Warren Brown, brother of 
the batoneer, who manages the band 
and doubles in brass (trombone); 
A 3 Most, clarinet, and Shelly Mann, 
drummer. He’s the fifth skin beater 
Brown has given up to the service 
in six months. Also leavi + Brown’s 
crew is Betty Bonney, voczlist, who 
goes to Washington to be with her 
officer-husband 


Spitalny’s Story 
Cleveland, July 21. 
Phil Spitalny’s all-girl orchestra 
is feeling the effects of the war, the 
maestro revealed, while in, town to 
witness the Summer Pop Concert 
performance of three of his ‘Hour of 
Charm’ stars who appeared with 
the Cleveland Symphony Orchestra. 
One girl married a marine met 





jn arried girls from 
lof his band. 


| _ " » + 
| Spitalny said it i 
| to replace 


, 
being 
more 


other 


girl bands he can draw from 


He spent $25,000 finding and train- 


ing present band personnel. 
None of his members 
gone into the WAACS. 


at a camp where the band recently 


played and she automatically left 
the band. This was the second 
military marriage in the outfit and 


Spitalny has a rigid law prohibiting 
members 


i difficult 
members as there aren’t 


have as yet 


of Hager as receiver, saying that 
Standard Printing’s claim has not 
been reduced to a judgment and is 
not secured by a mortgage. It asks 
a release of property securing its 
mortgage, which it says consists of 
150 tables and 600 chairs, The finan- 
cial concern said that there are 
other mortgages totaling $1,469.96, 
which are secured by cooling and 
loudspeaker equipment. It objects 
to a continued operation of the Hol- 
lywood and the use of the mortgaged 


erty be sold. 

Tone Marlowe band moves tomor- 
row (22) from Oakfield Inn, Grand 
Island, to Ted-Ra Club, Niagara 
Falls. 


At start it seemed that obstacles | 


filed objection to the appointment | 


equipment and asks that the prop- | 


!syndicate running the track, man- 
| aged to beat all obstacles by using 
substitute materials, hiring large 
forces of workmen to beat the dead- 
line set by the WPB, etc. Just be- 
fore opening day, the WPB forbade 
the installation of telephones and 
| wires into the track, forcing news- 
|papergnen to trek a couple of miles 
|to a phone to send race results to 
|their papers. The Associated Press 
| installed its own wire in a roadhouse 
nearby. The Evening Bulletin is 
| using carrier pigeons to send stories 
)and results to the office in Philly. 

More than 31,000 customers paid 
| $1.65 (grandstand) and $3 (club- 
house) for the initial day. A total 
of $569,000 was bet at the pari- 
mutuels. 

After the races, crowds jammed 
Weber’s Hofbrau, Neil Dieghan’s, 
' Murrays, Cilliburti’s, the Old Mill 
and other roadhouses in the section, 
celebrating their winnings or drown- 
ing their sorrows, 
| Transportation appears to be the 
biggest single headache for the 
track. The Government's Office of 
| the Division’ of Transportation for- 
bade the railroads from making 
special stops at the track’s siding. 
The Yellow Cab Co., Philly’s largest 
hack service, ordered its drivers not 
to make any trips to the track. 

Most of the customers arrived in 
packed autos. Others took the reg- 
ular bus service and hiked almost 
two miles from the bus stop to the 
track. Some car-owners made kill- 
ings hauling people to the track at 
$1 and $2 a head. It’s illegal, but it’s 
paying work if you don’t get caught. 
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STRAND, N. Y. 


Jerry Wald Orch (16) with Anita 
Boyer; Ross Sisters (3), Val Setz, 
Judy Canova (2); ‘Big Shot’ (WB), 
reviewed in ‘Variety,’ June 3, '42. 





This stage show and the usually 
good pull at the Strand of Humphrey 
Bogart’s name in ‘Big Shot’ should 
spell fine business this week. 
Running approximately an hour, the 
stage portion of the combination is 
nicely paced, smooth-running enter- 
tainment headed by Jerry Wald’s 
orchestra, a newcomer being pushed 
along fast. ; E 

Wald on this date gives every in- 
dication that he possibly will win 
through ta an important level in the 
band field. Since being reviewed as 
a new band last winter at the Lin- 
coln Hotel, N. Y. (from which it’s 
currently doubling), the outfit has 
been strengthened surprisingly by 
influx of crack musicians, new ar- 
rangements, etc. ‘This date is Wald’s 
very first in any theatre, and while 
his handling of himself, in announce- 
ments and other details, is not as 
smooth as it could be, he shows up 
well and should overcome his short- 
comings in short time. He’s young 
and of good appearance, 

Composed of five sax, three trum- 
pets, three trombones, four rhythm, 
and the leader’s clarinet, the outfit 
plays modern arrangements in a 
solid manner. With good key men in 
each section its work is neat and full 
and based on good tempo. Wald’s 
clarineting has drawn comment in 
the trade because of its similarity to 
Artie Shaw’s, and this trick of his 
is seemingly welcomed rather than 
resented, by the patrons here. He 
has one fling at the top notes which 
draws big applause. 

Anita Boyer, who vocalled in the 

ast for a string of top names, and 
had a fling as a soloist, is Wald’s 
chirper. She knows her way around 
and her confidence here seems a 
steadying influence. She does, in 
nice voice, ‘One Dozen Roses,’ and 
the fave ‘Jingle, Jangle,’ but she and 
the band both would be better off if 
not attempting that semi-jive ar- 
rangement of Gershwin’s ‘Summer- 
time.’ She and Wald have a trick of 
yodelling and ciarineting in duo 
that’s good; ditto that tight-fitting-at- 
the-bosom black gown she wore at 
this catching. 

Ross Sisters (New Acts) young 
and crack contortionist trio, is a 
strong opening act. Val Setz, jug- 
gler, rushes through a host of tricks 
with clothes, balls and clubs. He has 
so many stunts, some conventional 
and some unusual, that it’s impossi- 
ble to detail them. He was a defi- 
nite click with this audience. 

Judy Canova’s standard act closes. 
Working with a girl pianist she in- 
troduces as her sister, Annie, the 
comedian-singer works her way into 
earnest appreciation with a_ trio of 
tunes, including ‘Benny the Beaver, 
‘I Ain’t Got Nobody’ and ‘Nellie 
Gray’ Midway she gives her ac- 
companist room to hammer out a 
classical piece, well done. 

Biz fine, ood. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, July 17. 
Al Donahue Orch (15), The Merry 
Macs, Ray & Trent, Whitney Roberts 
& Co., Patti Farmsworth, Snooky 
Lanson; ‘Parachute Nurse’ (Col). 








Members of this week’s Oriental 
stage jamboree whipped into the 
stage door just in time for the first 
show Friday morning. The Merry 
Macs flew in from Los Angeles, fol- 
lowing their Kraft Music Hall broad- 
cast, Ray and Trent and Whitey 
Roberts trained in from N. Y., Al 
Donahue’s orchestra drove in from 
Denver, and the maestro himself, 
who has been ill in the hospital there, 
came in via plane from Reno. 

The Merry Macs steal the show 
with their close harmony caroling. 
The slow-paced tenoring of Snooky 
Lanson, the pleasing ditties of Patti 
Farmsworth, difficult acrobatics by 
Ray and Trent, and juggling of 
Whitey Roberts, comedian-juggler, 
make for a lively and engaging hot- 
weather bill. 

Band opens with a spirited, brassy 
interpretation of ‘Jersey Bounce.’ 
Ray and Trent, a little double-jointed 
contortionist and a husky young 
muscle man, offer excellent acrobat- 
ics and balancing, the pair working 
in perfect accord to create spectacu- 
lar patterns in the air. 

Patti Farmsworth, a blonde pretty 
in glittering white satin. pleases with 
‘Arthur Murry’ and ‘Who Wouldn’t 
Love You.’ Canary’s voice is sweet, 
although someone should teach her 
the importance of proper gestures. 

Donahue, orchestra gives out with 
a jam session built around a jitter- 
bug number called ‘Go Light,’ which 
they kick around with considerable 
gusto. Snooky Lanson, tenor, of- 
fers a vocal of ‘Sleepy Lagoon,’ 
which is beginning to get tiresome, 
and two of Hoagy Carmichael’s old 
hits, ‘Stardust’ and ‘Georgia’ He 
encores with ‘Story of a Starry 
Night.’ Dressed in impeccable white, 
boy leaves a nice impression. 

Genuine novelty is Whitey Rob- 
erts, who does fancy waltz clogging 
while skipping rope, then whirls a 
silver baton to various college 





narching tunes. Second half of act 


is a plate-juggling routine, with 
spectators invitéd at random from 
audience to lear’ art from the mas- 
ter. The turn is amusing from start 
to finish. 


The band swings out with ‘Bugle 
Call Rag,’ hot, brassy and loud. They 
then turn the tables and deliver a 
fine, subdued rendition of Brahm’s 
‘Lullaby,’ with saxes and muted 
trumpets under soft blue lighting— 
effective and decidedly different 
from the usual, popular stage-band 
presentation, 


Show stoppers are the Merry 
Macs, singing ‘Don’t Sit Under the 
Apple Tree,’ ‘Starlight,’ ‘Hey, Mabel,’ 
‘Jingle Jangle,’ a novelty number, 
‘Pass the Biscuits, Mirandy,’ and 
with their own unique arrangement 
of ‘Breathless’ to a fanfare conclu- 
sion of a great show. 


Weather was hottest in years, 100 
in the shade, and the air-cooled the- 
atre was packed solid for the second 
show (17). Loop. 


TOWER, K. C. 


ce Kansas City, July 18. 

Tom O’Neal & Kathe Joyce, Marie 
Hollis, Reed & Dean, Golden Gate 
Trio, Dora Arlene Cole, Herb Six 
House Orch; ‘Whispering Ghosts’ 
peg and ‘Through Different Eyes’ 
(20th). 





A rather medium array of talent 
comes up with something more than 
a medium portion of entertainment. 
House reverts this week to policy of 
combining double features with va- 
riety stage bill, all for 30c, as an 
eight-day booking sandwiched be- 
tween band weeks of Ozzie Nelson 
(last) and Paul Whiteman (next). 
Forty minutes of the regular formula 
with four pro acts, an amateur and 
Herb Six house band is neither a 
letdown nor distinguished, but satis- 
factory at these prices. 


As m.c., Tom O’Neal is doing a re- 
peat on the task he handled for a 
few weeks some six or seven months 
back. He’s also repeating as a stand- 
ard act, but now he’s combined with 
Kathe Joyce, blonde dancer, and the 
act is considerably rounded bcth as 
to comedy and talent. Miss Joyce’s 
dancing anc foiling for her partner, 
and O’Neal’s varied stunts on the 
harmonica and his travestized toe- 
dancing, along with their comedy 
chatter, are well spotted next-to- 
closing. Other outstanding stint on 
the bill is work of H. it, Rich and 
Murray, the Golden Gate trio. Their 
vocal arrangements of novelty songs 
close the show neatly. 


The Herb Six band contributes a 
specially arranged medley to open. 
Marie Hollis, as the opening stand- 
ard act, cleverly manipulates herself 
in two acrobatic routines the while 
she holds her tophat in hand. Fol- 
lowing her, Reed and Dean are a va- 
riety act comprising some comedy 
dialog, clarinet tooting, and singing 
and terping from both partners. 
Midway young Dora Arlene Cole, 
amateur contest winner, vocals ‘I 
Don’t Want to Walk Without You’ 
with far more volume than is cus- 
tomary with ams. 


As in other weeks when this pol- 
icy was tried, dual features are hold- 
ing up nicely and house is in for a 
satisfactory week. This bill stays 
eight days in order to enable Paul 
Whiteman and band, originally sked- 
ded to open next Friday, to play a 
bond rally here Friday and open a 
six-day stand at the Tower Satur- 
day (25). Quin, 


MUSIC HALL, A. C. 


(STEEL PIER) 





Atlantic City, July 18. 
Dennis Day, Bell Troupe (6), 
Masy & Brach, Barr & Estes, Jimmie 
Bynes, Dick Dana, Charlie Kemper, 
Harry Savoy, George Haggerty, Ben 
Yost Singers (9), Music Hall Orch 
(11); Sweater Girl, (Par). 





Dennis Day tops a good, entertain- 
ing bill at the Music Hall this week. 
Introduced by recorded voice of Jack 
Benny, Day starts off with ‘Tan- 
gerine,’ followed by ‘Sleepy Lagoon,’ 
‘Johnny Doughboy’ and ‘This Is 
Worth Waiting For,’ scoring high and 
finally having to beg off. 

Bell Troupe, four men and two 
girls, put over one of the best acro 
acts seen in these parts recentby. 
Turn moves fast and high with back 
flips and double somersaults from 
teeterboard to elevated chair and to 
shoulders. Neat performance is 
given by girls in back somersaults 
to land on shoulders of top man in 
pyramid. Act got great applause 
score at this catching. } 

Maysy and Brach do a clever uni- 
cycle number highlighted by man 
riding high cycle while juggling 11 
hoops in various directions. Barr 
and Estes do okey and draw laughs 
in comedy eccentric dance number 
and Jimmy Byrnes does some smart 
tapping. 

Ben Yost Singers are up to usual 
standard in chorus singing of stirring 
Guardsmen’s Songs. Dick Dana 
handles m.c. role _ capably and 
straights for comedy skits with 
Charlie Kemper, George Haggerty 
and Harry Savoy, all good comics. 
Music Hail, 3,000 capacity, had SRO 
Saturday (18). Carter. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Buster Shaver & Olive and George, 
Tenner & Swift, Read Sisters, Arnaut 
Bros. (4) and Sis Nolly, Bob Hannon, 
Gae Foster Girls, House Orch with 
Paul Ash; ‘This Above All’ (20th), 
reviewed in ‘Variety,’ May 13, ’42. 








Obviously because of the added 
running time of the feature, ‘This 
Above All,’ the Roxy’s current stage- 
show is somewhat briefer than nor- 
mal. It adds up to nice entertain- 
ment, however. 

‘Jingle Jangle’ is the tune and 
cowboy stuff the theme of the open- 
ing number, with Olive and George, 
Buster Shaver’s two talented mid- 
gets, starting the song, the Read 
Sisters picking it up and the Gae 
Foster Girls coming on for an ef- 
‘jctive dance routine on tiny flights 
cs steps. Backdrop and the cos- 
tumes for the number are striking. 
Tenner and Swift also provide a 
skillful exhibition of rope-tossing 
during the number. 

Shaver and his midgets follow 
with their familiar combination of 
dancing and comedy. Although the 
appeal is basically the exploitation 
of physical abnormality, the act 
scores with the audience as always. 
Another standard act, the Four 
Arnaut Brothers and Sis Nolly, is 
next. This is the turn in which the 
men play fiddles while doing acro- 
batics, then join with the girl in 
a broadly. comic . .bird-whistling 
sketch. 

Foster Girls end the show with a 
fan-waving maneuver, while Bob 
Hannon provides a melodious vocal, 
House was near-capacity at final 
show Friday night (17). Hobe. 


GAYETY, MONTREAL 


Montreal, July 20. 

Noel Toy, Herbie Faye, Johnny 
Cook, Al Rio, Del Powers, Dorothy 
Wahl, Ruth Mason, Jerrie & Jane 
Brandow, Nelson’s Boxing Cats, 
George Moore, Cecil Alexander, Al 
es Line (15), Len Howard Orch 
(8). 








Close to three-figure temperatures 
and tropical rain did not deter a 
jam-packed house from attending 
the Gayety on the first matinee of 
the new show this afternoon (20). 
Noel Toy, Chinese fan dancer, was 
the draw, but a first-class supporting 
show won major applause and there 
will be considerable word-of-mouth 
advertising for one of the best vaude 
layouts since the house opened 12 
weeks ago. 

Joey Faye, Johnny Cook and Al 
Rio, plus supporting femmes, Doro- 
thy Wahl and Ruth Mason had the 
crowd laughing in a_e series of 
sketches that were fast and well- 
timed. The line is decorative, smart- 
ly wardrobed and niftily routined, 
but rather too long in its dance 
routines. 

Miss Toy is slim, a looker and 
smoothly proficient as a fan manipu- 
lator. Backgrounded by the line 
dressed as Chinese coolies, with 
pagoda effects on the back drop, the 
act went over big and she had to 
reply to numerous calls. She was on 
twice, next-to-closing the first-half 
and final curtains. 

The Brandow pair put on a tap 
dance for smash returns. They are 
a personable pair, with the gal a 
looker and a neat dancer. The man, 
however, is a stand-out with taps to 
‘Symphony in Blue’ and the Rach- 
maninoff prelude. His machine gun 
action as he moves up and down a 
five-step platform, and then flips a 
glissando passage backwards down 
the steps, drew smash applause at 
this viewing. 

Nelson’s Boxing Cats are brought 
on in a squared ring and uncork 
some lightning action at times. Nel- 
son uses no patter,and the act hangs 
fire. Cecil Alexander puts on a 
tramp act in the second half that 
garnered fair applause and George 
Moore delivered some clever gags as 


a chef. 
Len Howard’s orch plays the show 
well, Lane. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, July 17. 
Tommy Dorsey Orch, with Jo Staf- 
ford and the Pied Pipers, Ziggy El- 
man, Buddy Rich, Frank Sinatra; 
Bobby Lane and Edna Ward, Paul 








Regan; ‘The Great Man's Lady’ 
(Par). 
Tommy Dorsey brings his aug- 


mented 31-piece band, with its sev- 
eral star performers, into the Chi- 
cago theatre for a smooth, pleasant 
and highly entertaining 70-minute 
show. ie 

Band opens with the familiar 
theme, ‘I'm Getting Sentimental 
Over You,’ goes into a lusty version 
of ‘Hallelujah,’ then offers ‘Jersey 
Bounce’ in fast, rhythmic style for a 
spirited show opening. 

Bobby Lee and Edna Ware are 
clicko acrobatic-dancers. They do a 
couple of cute novelties, disputing 
the possession of a Sunday comic 
section in dance time and dancing 
without their shoes. 





Jo Stafford and the Pied Pipers, a 
lbetter-than-average quartet, sing 


irpZ#e appeal to the 





George Gershwin’s ‘Embraceable 
You’ and follow it with a patriotic 
medley. 

Genuinely-attractive novelty is the 
band’s concert arrangement of 
‘Sleepy Lagoon,’ featuring the violin 
section of the orchestra. This is fol- 
lowed by ‘Hawaiian War Chant,’ 
which shows off Elman’s great trum- 
peting and the maniacal drummer- 
boy antics of Buddy Rich.  Imita- 
tions, which seem to have become a 
standard part of most stage shows 
these days, are well presented by 
Paul Regan, 

Poised and nonchalant, with a defi- 
ladies, Frank 
Sinatra sings ‘Skylark,’ ‘This Love of 
Mine’ and, as soloist with the Pied 
Pipers, ‘I'll Never Smile Again,’ 
‘South of the Border,’ ‘Poor You,’ 
‘Last Call for Love,’ ending up with 
‘T’ll Take Tallulah? for a smash finish. 

Not a vacant seat in this big house 
at the opening show Friday (17). 

Loop. 


HIPP, BALTO 





Baltimore, July 19. 
Gene Krupa Orch (16) with Anita 
O’Day and Jchnny Desmond, Don 
‘Popikoff Tannen, Nelson Sisters 
(2); ‘Sweater Girl’ (Par). 





Krupa has been here before and 
his current layout, with interpolated 
specialties, is again ringing the bell 
in highly potent manner. Boiled 
down to a 48-minute sesh because of 
multiple shows, show moves swiftly 
and in quickly mounting climax to 
big returns. Krupa steps down from 
seat at the hides to m.c. and give the 
beat to his orch. Has a straight- 
forward style of intros and helps 
keep things moving. 

Following swingy opening, Johnny 
Desmond, band’s male vocalist, 
changes pace with ‘Be Careful’ and 
‘Miss You,’ both nicely delivered and 
just right to point hectic arrange- 
ment of ‘Jersey Bounce,’ highlighted 
next by screaming trumpet of band’s 
colored member, Roy Eldridge. 
Krupa ties in for effective hide-beat- 
ing. 

Nelson Sisters, brace of aerial 
workers with unusual oomph for act 
of this kind, follow with socko perch 
stuff that kept the jive hounds rest- 
ful during their brief stint. Closing 
neck spin in double swivel is a 
flashy clincher. 


Band’s femme _ vocalist, Anita 
O’Day, follows with ‘One Dozen 
Roses,’ after which Nacio Herb 
Brown’s ‘American Bolero’ serves to 
send Krupa in with flashy timpani 
thumping supported by entire en- 
semble beating out the rhythm on 
small drums. Brings on another 
specialty, Don ‘Popikoff’ Tannen, for 
highly potent spot of clowning. 
Comic’s ‘Russian concert singer’ and 
ventriloquial bit score laughs. He 
has a strong switch by way of a 
serious impression of George Arliss 
addressing the British Parliment. He 
has developed considerably in the 
last year or s0. 

Closing the show is an intended 
jam session worked around ‘Rum 
Boogie’ which follows on heels of 
‘Sleepy Lagoon,’ sold by Eldridge 
and his trumpet. Jive hangs high in 
finishing bit, with everybody beating 
it out, from front to back. 

Accompanying film of ‘Sweater Girl’ 
is on the right beam for trade at 
hand and biz is the biggest here in 
weeks, Burm. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





Current newsreel show is shorter 
than usual, but includes some excel- 
lent material, particularly action war 
shots. There are only around 30 
clips, including two regular weekly 
specials turned out by the Embassy 
newsreel theatre chain. 

Show leads off with the battle of 
Midway, clip embracing a still shot 
of the Yorktown. In a Malta convoy 
battle, cameras have obtained a lot 
of exciting action, including depth 
bombs and a plane falling. Very ef- 
fective also are the pictures of the 
bombing of Ft. Darwin, with billow- 
ing smoke rising high into the air. 

Additional war material of a thor- 
oughly interesting nature embraces 
bombing scenes in connection with a 
convoy bound for Port Moresby and 
an item dealing with the sub men- 
ace, with fine shots of depth charges 
and a ship that’s hit. 

Among miscellaneous clips are 
shots of the spy trial in Washington; 
decoration of Admiral Nimitz; planes 
in Africa; Churchill back in London; 
ceremonies naming an Illinois town 
Lidice; Queen Wilhelmina in New 
York; anti-axis demonstrations in 
Brazil and Guatemala; and scenes 
inside a bomber plant in Michigan. 


Tex McCreary this week expatiates 
on unity of command for the United 
Nations and as usual does a nice job 
of the narration. Major George 
Fielding Eliot subs for H. V. Kal- 
tenborn currently, answering three 
questions that are - picke from 
among those left at the theatre by 
patrons. Major Eliot is a bit stiff, 
but handles the job well. 

An issue of ‘Information Please’ 
(RKO-Pathe) and a Grantland Rice 
sportlight (Par) round out. Char. 





— 


STATE, N. Y. 


Andy Kirk Orch (14) with June 
Richmond; Gordon & Rogers, Marty 
May, Mario & Floria, Sims & Bailey, 
Six Willys; ‘Beyond the Blue Horie 
zon’ (Par). 








Though a bit overboard on rune 
ning time, this layout plays exe 
tremely well. Topped by Andy 
Kirk’s red-hot colored band, Lee 
Sims and Ilomay Bailey, Mario and 
Floria and Marty May give the stage 
crew plenty of support. Kirk’s out- 
fit leans heavily on its specialists for 
this date, but is otherwise forte on 
the swing sessions. Eddie Smith, 
guitarist; Howard McGee, trump- 
eter; and Kenny Curtis, boogie- 
woogie pianist, are highlighted, but 
others also get the spot. 

June Richmond, who continues as 
Kirk’s pop balladist, is oke with 
‘Somebody is Taking My Place’ and 
‘Don’t Want to Walk Without You 
Baby,’ but continues singing too long. 
This overcomes her initially fine im- 
pression so that the favorite ‘One 
Dozen Roses’ is almost meaningless. 

Lee Sims and TIlomay Bailey, 
standard vaude singer-pianist act, 
were distinctly clickeroo with onl 
fair-sized audience at show caught. 
With Sims at the ivories, team romps 
through array of tunes listed as 
Grandmother’s Hit Parade, then his 
arrangement of ‘Nightingale,’ and 
tops it off with an impressive treat- 
ment of ‘Bolero,’. Had to beg off. 

Mario and Floria, ballroomologists, 
score solidly, turn being particularly 
effective with the twirls and lifts, 
Mario, Latin-American male mem- 
ber of combo, handles his comely 
femme partner in near-adagio fash- 
ion. Opening waltz and tango are 
standout. Turkey trot used for en- 
core also over big. 

Marty May, recently in ‘Best Foot 
Forward,’ works off and on as m.c, 
keeping show on even keel. Cure 
rently has a slick act of his own, 
spotted before the band’s appear- 
ance, including his impression of 
three tvnes of singers ahd his violin 
comedy solo. Six Willys, crack 
opening act, go over nicely with their 
Indian club and hoop juggling and 
balancing. 

Gordon & Rogers (New Acts), 
colored song and dance comics, shape 
up well as newcomers. 

Current show is leaning heavily on 
stage lineup for draw, ‘Beyond Blue 
Horizon’ not being credited as any 
great shakes at the b.o. 

Biz fair onening night Thursday. 

Wear. 


STANLEY, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, July 17. 
Ted Lewis Orch (12), June Ed- 
eee’, Lindsay, LaVerne & Betty, 





isters (3), Charlie (Snow- 
ball) Whittier, Gertrude Erdey, 
Helen Tell, Audrey Joan Zimmer- 


man; ‘Big Shot’ (WB). 





Getting a little monotonous to say 
that Ted Lewis has done it again, but 
doggoned if he hasn’t. May be an 
optical illusion that every one of his 
shows seems better than the previ- 
ous unit, because he’s such a show- 
man, that he could probably take 
a dozen 10c. acts and make them look 
like million-dollar babies. But the 
geezer with the battered high hat, 
however he manages, has 60 minuteg 
of fast, first-rate show. At getaway 
this afternoon (17) he had a mob‘ 
restless from waiting an hour eating 
out of his hand and colild have prob- 
ably made them wait twice that long 
and had ’em the same way. Train 
which brought him in from Detroit 
was late and house had to toss in 
several shorts after the feature, ‘Big 
Shot’ (WB), until baggage got to the 
theatre and set was hung. 

Talent line up is nearly all new 
since Lewis was last here just a lit- 
tle over a year ago, but general pat- 
tern remains the same, as it should. 
The Lewis band, currently made up 
of four trombones, four sax, violin, 
drums, bass and piano, continues to 
stay pretty well in the background, 
being merely something for the first 
citizen of Circleville, O., to front, al- 
though getting an inning in the in- 
evitable re-creation of an old time 
jazz band. With loss of several key 
men recently, band isn’t as hot as it 
used to be when Lewis and Muggsy 
Spanier and a couple of others. 
Other inevitables, of course, are the 
‘Me and My Shadow’ bit with Snow- 
ball Whittier; Lewis moanin’ low on 
the clarinet in ‘St. Louis Blues’ and 
the neanvt-vendor finals. Wouldn’t 
be a Lewis show, however, without 
them, and as unthinkable as White- 
oe getting by minus ‘Rhapsody in 
ue. 


Lewis naturally makes everybody 
with him look good, the way he 
cajoles the audience and _ stands 
around seeing that the kids get 
everything that’s coming to them, 
and more, but one kid he doesn’t 
have to drum up any enthusiasm for 
is June Edwards, whose limbs and 
bodv shoul4 be rationed, they’re that 
rubbery. She comes out in a long 
dress, then strips in a refined burley 
manner, with Lewis and Whittier 
working it for a flock of laughs, and 
goes right into her control Peg 
about as good as anything of its ki 
around. Kid works from a high 
perch, bending backwards practic 

(Continued on page 46) 
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WEEK OF JULY 24 


show, whether full or split week. 


Variety Bills 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 














Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 


. Paramount (22 

Phil Harris Bd 

Zero Mostel 

Ann Mille: 

Jduvelys 
BUFFALO 
Buffale (24) 


— Miller 
Yean Murphy 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (24) 
Horace Heidt Ore 


Ore 





MIAMI 
Olympia - (26-29) 
Stubby Kaye 
Bert Nagle 
Nick Lucas 
Wilbur Hall & R 
MINNPLIS, MINN, 
Orpheum (24) 
Ozzie Nelson Orc 
Harriet Hilliard 


Armando & Lita 
Bob Dupont 
Barton & Lane 





| Warner 


| 





NEW YORK CITY 

Strand (24) 
Jerry Wald Ore 
Val Setz 
toss Sis 
Judy Canova 

(7) 

Jerry Wald Ore 
Val Setz 
Ross Sis 
Judy Canova 
PHILADELPHIA 
Farle (24) 
Fitzgerajd Orc 
Robinson 
Bros, 
(17) 
F Masters Ore 
Bert Wheeler 
Dick & Dot Remy 
Radio Aces 


Ella 
Bill 


Douglas 





PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (24) 
Skinnay Ennis Ore 

Calgary Bros 
Don Cummings 
Ruth & B Ambrose 


( 
Ted Lewis Orc 


WASHINGTON 

Earle (24) 
Rexyettes 
Nelson Sis 
Lathrop & Lee 
Olyn Landick 
Harmonica Scamps 

(17) 


Roxyettes 
Billy House Co 
Ben Dova 
3 Oxford Boys 








Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (22) 
Carlton Wags 
Adelaide Moffeit 
G Rogers Dancers 
Russell Swann 
Ray Herbeck Ore 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (22) ° 


Skinnay Ennis Ore 

Calgary Bros 

Don Cummings 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (24) 

Vaughn Monroe Ore 

Paul Winchell 

4 Lee Sis 

Johnny Mack 








Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (23) 


getty Bruce 
Robert Landrum 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Rockettes 
Ballet 
Glee Club 
Symphony Ore 
Roxy (24) 
Suster Shaver 
Olive & George 
4 Arnaut Bros 
Sis Noll 
tead Sis 
3} Foster Roxvyettes 
Alvin (20) 
Ed Wynn : 
Jane Froman 
Smith & Dale 
Carmen Amaya 
The Di Gatanos 
Hermanos W Trio 
Davidson & Forgy 
Herzogs 
Volga Singers 
Donahue & Uno 
Senor Wences 
Emil Coleman Ore 
i6th St. Theatre 
(24) 
T.ou Holtz 
Willie Howard 
Phil Baker 
Paul lraper 
Hazel Scott 
Gene Sheldon 
Luba Malina 
Lou Forman 
Bricklayers 
ASBURY PARK 


Paramount (24) 
Collins & Peterson 
The Ghezzis 
Catherine Harris 
3 Speed Kings 
Morris & Morris 
Edith Valle 
Favne & Foster 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Hamid’s Pier (19) 
Charlie Spivak Ore 

Steel Pier (24) 
Oxford 


‘ iarlie Barnet 
tay English 


Martels & Mignon 
Ben Yosts Singers 
Charlie Kemper 
Harry Savoy 


George 


Ore 


Haggerty 
Irving Carroll Ore 
Dorise Midgely 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (23) 
Andrews Sis 
Marc Balero 
Dick Rogers Ore 
Royal (24) 
Earl Hines Ore 
Pete Nugent 
6 Willys 
The Galypsos 
State (23-25) 
Joe Arena 
Harriet Cross 
eel & White 
Walkmirs 
(26-29) 
King & Arlena 
Bobby Carr Co 
7 Fredysons 


CAMDEN 
Towers (24-26) 
John Gallus 
Harmonettes 
Wally Brown 
Dick Richard Rev 
EASTON 
Gene Krupa Ore 
Don Tannen 
Knight Sis 
HARRISBURG 
State (27-29) 
Gene Krupa Orc 
Don Tannen 
Knight Sis 
HARTFORD 
State (24-26) 
Martha Raye 
Don Bestor Orc 
Dick & Dot Remy 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Circle (24) 
Sammy Kaye Orc 
3 Nonchalants 
Sterner Sis 
JONES BEACH 
Indian Village (22) 
Carlos Circus 
LYNBROOK 
Lynbrovwk (25) 
Lee & Rogers 
Jean Palmer 





The Dixons 
(2 to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (24-27) 
3 Galli Sis 
Maysy & Brach 
Sammy White 
Gambols Revue 
(28-30) 
Maysy & Brach 
Seed & White 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Curran (20) 
George Jessel 
Jack Haley 
Ella Logan 
Kitty Carlisle 
The De Marcos 
Buck & Bubbles 
Con Colleano 
Lucienne & Ashour 
Olsen & Shirely 
EI Capitan (22) 
Ken Murray 
Billy Gilbert 
Marie Wilson 
Nicholas Bros 
Connie Russell 
Gene Austin 
Candy & Coco 
Roy Davis 
Betty Atkinson 
Park & Clifford 
Helene Gardner 
Helen Charleston 
Vivian Marshall 
WATERBURY 
Poli’s (22-23) 
Bill Robinson 
Benny Carter Ore 
Otto Eason 
Tommie & Hutchie 
WILLOW GROVE, 


PA. 
Willow Grove Park 
(26th only) 
3 Galli Sis 
Sammy White 
Gambols Revue 





(2 to fill) 








Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 


¢ o. Morris Ore 
vonne Chevalier 


Bill Bertolotti’s 


Lyn Reynolds 
Marcia Ballard 


Bean Marden Riviera} Norma Lucero 


Chave 
Pancho 


re 
Ore 


Suzanne Daye 
Lynne & Marianne 


Don Sylvio Ore 
Roberto Ore 
Bill's Gay 90's 
‘Spike Harrison’ 
Ethel Gilbert 
George Tonak 
Harry Donelly 
Billy Lorraine 
Charlie Ross 
Bernie Grauer 
Gay 90's Quartette 
Cafe Pierre 
Beverly Whitney 
Margaret Scott 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
Hazel Scott 
Zero Mostel 
Joe Sullivan 
Kenneth Spencer 
Eddie South Ore 
Cafe Society 
(Village) 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Albert Ammons 
Pete Johnson 
Baby Hines 
Casino Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Sasha Polinofft 
Michel Michon 
Nadia & Sasha 
Dmitri Matvienko 
Kris Kay Or« 
Nicholas Matthey O 
Cerutti's 
Brick Top 
Walter Lynch 
Mae Barnes 
Haywood & 
Mary Tailey 
4 Chanticleers 
Chateau Moderne 


Lydia Ehrens 
Anette & Sally 
Maurice Shaw Ore 
Claremont Inn 
Charlotte & Benson 
Joe Richardel Ore 
Club Caravan 
Jerry taker 
Al Shayne 
Allan Sis 
Marian Myles 
Dorothy Manners 
hiazel Scott 
Golden Gate 4 
Eddie South Ore 
Thelma Nevins 


Allan 


Club 18 
G. Andrews Ore 
Jack White 


Diana Fontaine 

Frankie Hyers 

Vince Curran 

Roy Sedley 

Muriel Lynne 

Lillian Fitzgerald 
Club Samoa 





Mabelle Russelle 
Linda Castro 
Ching 


14 Samoa Maids 
Coq Rouge 
Dick Wilson Ore 


Bela Bizony Ore 
Diamond Horseshoe 


Harriet BHoctor 
W. Cc. Handy 
Pansy 

Billy Wells 
Four Fays 


Herman Hyde Co 
Lucienne & A 
Caits Bros 
Emma Francis 
Morine Robinson 
Nellie Durkin 
Billy Banks 
Perry Bra in 
Chorus 
Dwyer's 

(Sawdust Trail) 

Bobby Heath 





Julia Garrit 
Lynn Arnold 
O'Connell 
Daley 
Mack 
rancis 
Valera 
El Chico 
Dorita & Valero 
Consuelo Moreno 
Gloria Belmonte 
todriguez 3 
Trio Mixteco 
Del Duca Ore 

El 
Chauncey 
Chiquito 


| Frances 
Mori 
Dore 
Mar] 
Paula 


thy 


Morocco 
Grey 
Ore 
Famous Door 
Zorita 
Sunny 
Eppie 
sam 
Rams} 
Froeba 
F¥efe’'s 
Narita 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Caballero Orch 
51 Club 
Sid Tomack 
Reis Bros 
Barbara Lee 
Margie Kelly 
Mareo Goode 
Stuart Ore 
Greenwich 
Inn 
Carol Chappelle 
Rita Renaud 
Gloria Manner 
Joan Collier 
Lorna Rode 
Gene Monet Ore 
Havana-Madrid 
Franco & Beryl 
Gabriel Cansino 
Carmen Cortez 
Myrta Silva 
Hilda Moreno 
Chorus Girls 


Hickory House 
Ancil Sweet 
Peggy Stevens* 
Jean Murray 
Larry Benneit Ore 

Hotel Astor 

(Astor Roof) 
Alvino Ore 
King Sisters 


Tufts 
Bruce 
Price 
Del 
or 


Rico 


Monte Carlo 


Village 


> 
sey 





Orc | 





Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 
(Glass Hat) 
Marshall 
Parks Ore 


Jack 
Bobby 
Bill Johnson 
Christine Forsythe 
Costain & Barry 
Belinont 10 
Joe Pafumy Ore 
Anita Rosales 
Hotel Biltmore 
Heasley Twins 
Hazel Franklin 
Ray Heatherton Or 
Hotel Commodore 
(Century Room) 
Tmogene 
Ray McKinley Ore 
Hotel Edison 


Bobby Byrne Ore 
Hotel Essex House 
(Casino on Park) 

Deane Janis 

Sammy Kaye Orc 
Hotel Sth Ave 
(Salon Madrid) 

Cass Franklin 


De Marlos 

Guy Rodian 

Fay Marde 

Penny Bancroft 
Burton Gross Ore 


Hotel Lexington 





Milt 
| Gracie 


| Carter 


| Faith 


Kozloft 
Nadya & Dinitree 
Jack Dempsey’s 
Bway Restaurant 
Herth 3 
Barrie 
Dick Stabile Ore 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Ramon & Joan 
& Sharp 
Montmarte Boys 
Iielen Holmes 
Danita Rivera 
Margaret Grey 
Arlen 
Kelly's Stable 


Red Allen Ore 
1, ©. Higginbotham 
lbixie Roberts 


i Ginger Snaps 
La Congu 


Marcus 
Teeman 


Dr 
Eieanor 
Pupi Co 
Josephine Del Mar 
Galente & Leonarda 
Maria Louisa Lopez 
Lazara Castellanos 
Sacasas Ore 
Herb Sherry Ore 

La Marquise 
Frances Connolly 
Al Carr Ore 

La Martinique 
Wulter O'Keefe 
Irene Vernon 
Vera Shea 
Billie Bernice 
Doris Dowling 
Shirley Shear 
Grace De Witt 
Una Mae Carlisle 
Jere McMahon 
Martiniqueens 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Nore Morales Orc 
La Vie Parisienne 
Syivia St Clair 
Hildegarde Hallid’y 


Rasha & Mirko 
Cabrielle 
Julius Monk 


Latin Quarter 
Juanita Rios 
Barbara Perry 
Jade Ling 
Winters 





Frank Mazzoe Co 





(Hawalian Rm) 
Kahala 
Talima 
Momikai 
SEE 











Cliff Conrad 
Arline Thompson 
Diane Nelson 
Martin Locke 
Manya Borodkin 
Jeannette Garret.e 
BEenest Franz re 
Queen Mary 
Vin Olson 
Consuelo 
B. Jones Trio 
Chiquita & Girls 
Queens Terrace 


Phil Forster 
Eppie Bruce 
Healy & Fvans 
Agnes Dwyer 
Jack Allyn 
Ned Harvey 
Grooverneers 


Rainbow Grill 
Russ Smith Ore 
Ash burns 
Sylvia St Clair 

Rainbow Koom 
lL & E Roberis 
Chas Weidman 
Mimi Benzelle 
Carlos Montoya 
Terry Sis Ore 
Cavallero Ore 

Ruban Bleu 
Mildred Bailey 
Richard Bennett 
Dave Barbour 
Jack Gilford 
Morris Raymond 
Herman Chittison 
Delta Rhythm Boys 
Lotte Goslar 
Russian Kretchma 
Viadimir Lazarofft 
Eli Spivack 
Gypsy Norma 
Norma Lucero 
Arcadi Stovanovsky 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Vzanoff 
Cornelia Cedolban O 

Spivy’s Roof 
Spivy 
Arthur Blake 
Noble & King 


Stork Club 
Grace Reilly 


Flowerton 


Ore 


Co 











Paradise Club 
For Benie-Soney 
Bobby Evans 
Savannah Churchill 
Connie Harris 
Conway & Parks 
Chrie Columbus Ore 
Hotcha Drew 
Margaret Watkins 
oan Atlantic Hotel 

(Palm Room) 


Al Francis Ore 





cnound Wied ‘Bim 


Herbert Curbello O 

Pepito Lopez 

Phyllis Baker 

Neil Fontaine 

Johnny Hamp 

Maria Lopez 

Del Monte Ore 
Seaside Hotel 

(Surf ‘'n’ Sand R'm) 

Eddy Bradd Ore 


BOSTON 


Beachcomber 


H Morrissey Ore 


Chice Simone Ore 

Gail Manners 

Marisol 

Artie Dann 

Beach-charmers (5) 
Bliastrub's 


Peter Bodge Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
Escoe & Escoe 
Evangeline 
Gay & Fenton 

Casa Manana 
Alice O'Leary 
Adrian O'Brien 
Jimmy Gallagher 
Bob Novack 

Club Mayfair 
Ranny Weeks Ore 
Don Rico Ore 
Tris Ison 
Henriquetta 
June Weiting 
Galenti & Leonarda 


Brazil 


Val Irving 
Ativne Chandler 
Phyllis Clare 


Club Vanity Fair 


Al Dickerman Ore 
Madel'e Harrington 
Stella Ray 
Cocoanut Grove 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Alfred Pineda Ore 
Buster Keim Rev 
Billy Paine 
Mata & Hari 
Hal & Honey 
Frances McCoy 
Johnny Coyle 
(Melody Lounge) 
Herb Lewis 


Bee 
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MeIntyre Ore 
Napua 
Leilani Iaea 
Hotel McAlpin 
Dick Robertson Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
(Terrace Room) 
Johnny Long Ore 
Ronny Roberts 





Bissell & Farley 
Peter Killam 
Mark Plant 
Ariane 
Hotel Navarro 
(Midnight Club) 
Margo & Mann 
Hotel Park Central 


(Cocoanut Grove) 

Revuers 

Mark & Viola 

3 Harmoneetrs 

Bunny Howard 

Charlie Bourne Ens 

Lynn Spofford 

Buddy Clarke 
(Royal Palm) 

Dell O'Dell 

Charlie Bourne 

Jerry Green 

Bunny Howard 

Sybil & Sundra 

Wilson Lang 

Hotel Pennsylvania 
(Cafe Rouge) 

Charlie Spivak Ore | 


Gary Stevens 


Ore 





Stardusters 
Hotel Pierre 
(Cotillion Room) 
l Carney 
Whitney 
Knott 
Melba Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
(Persian Room) 
Diek Gasparre Ore 
Ben Cutler 
DiGatanos 


Hotel Roosevelt 





Towne & 





Walter Perner Orch 
Hotel Bavoy Plaza 
(Cafe Lounge) | 
Larry Adler 
Roy Ross Orch 
Hotel Sheraton | 
(Murray Room) 
| 
Ruth Lowe | 
Sa Lee 
Francis King 
Henry Noble | 
Hotel St. Moritz 


(Cafe de la Paix) 
Charles Columbus | 
Kathryn Carroll 


Terri Franconi 


Magk Perrin | 
Ford Harrison Or« 
(Sky Gardens) } 


Charles Columbus | 


Kathryn Carroll 
Terry Franconi 
Hotel St. Regis 
(Viennese Roof) 
Ethel Smith Ens. 
Paul! Sparr Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 
Xavier Cugat Orc 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Conchita Martinez 
Lina Romay 
Hotel Warwick 
(Raleigh Room) 
Vicki George 
Sande Williams Ore 
Hurricane 
Gertrude Niesen 
Rochelle & Beebe 
Pelliteers 
Van Kirk 
Sammy Birch 
Dick Warren Ore 
Teeland Restaurant 
Freddie Bernard 
Roberta Welch 


| Hazel 


Trixie 

Gloria Gilbert 

Lela Moore 

Martel (3) 

Rob Fuller 

Jane Wood 

Alec Pierce Orc 

Fernando Caney O 
Leon & Eddie's 

Eddie Davis 

Al Siegal 

Susan Miller 

Richatd Lane 

W & E Mae 

Sonia Shaw 

M & B Whelan 

Erie Thorsen 

Lou Martin Ore 

Nerida Ore 
Maison 

Tommy 

Al 


Pierre 
Lyman 
Lamb 

Mother Kelly’s 
Cully Richards 
Diamond Bros 


|} Chorus Girls 


i9th Hole Ciub 
Marion Powers 
t Caddies 
Angel Velez Ore 
Snub Mosely Ore 
Number One 
Jaye Martin 
Anne White 
Downey & Gregg 
Webster 
Onyx Club 
Bricktop 
Hunter 
Mabel Mercer 
Mae Barnes 
Earl & Toni 


3 Chocolates 

Old Roumanian 
Sandie Banks 
Freddie Bernard 
Ada Lubina 
Ginger Layne 
Joe LaPorte Orc 

Place Elegante 
Phil Dante 
William Ross 


Tookie 


Charles Blaum Orc 


Bob Knight Ore 
The Place 
Trene Barkley 
Pat Ring 
Evelyn Brock 
Skeets Tolbert 
Tony Pastor's 
Pat Rossi 
Annette Guerlain 
Princess Aloma 
Lilyan Lorraine 
Joan Ellis 
Ubangi Club 
Jackie Mabley 
Kelcey Fart 
Ann Lewis 
Beachcombers 
Bill Bailey 
Socaras Ore 
Abbey Ore 
Wivel 
Bob Lee 
Lilyan Dell 
Tommy Hayden 
Doris Neilson 
Chas Bowman Ore 
Theodore Lrooks 
The Paulens 


Versailles 
Bergere Ofc 
Panchito Ore 


Marj Gainsworth 
Francis Abella 
Marj Fielding’s Co 


Rossi Sisters 
Dot & Barbara 
J Mignas 

Ilsa Kevin 
Mae Blondell 
Mary Ganly 
Village Barn 
Blentons 
Diane Davis 
Alkali Ike 

Al Robinson 


Village Vanguard 
Richard D Bennett 
Leadbelly 

Helen Humes 
Eddie Heywood 3 


The 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Babette’s Club 


George Owen 
Tony Parker 
Carlisle Sisters 
Jean Anthony 
Alice & Phil 
Tex Garry 

Milton Huber Ore 
Bath & Turf Ciub 
Joan*Merrill 

Jeri Cooper 

Lola & Andre 
d#inorah 

E Correa Ore 


Bishop's Savoy 
Augie Bond 3 
Breaker’s Hotel 
(Ship Deck) 
4 Toppers 
Pear! Williams 
Serenadors 3 
Chateau Renault 
Sid Rose 
Al Francis 3 
4 Stylists 
Chelsea Hotel 
Billy Van (3) 
Chelsea Trio 
Child’s Cktl Lounge 
Erskine Butterfield 
Chez Paree 
The Novelettes 
Ruth Martin 
Jackie Martin 
Babe Cummings 
Valerie & Susan 
Sunny Rae 
Cliquot Club 
Lenny Ross 
Toni Sorrel 
Ruth Warren 
Betty. Gaynor 
Jacque Hill 
Flo Mallory 


Club Harlem 





Wallace Puppets 





Kolette & Deane 


Larry Steele 
J Gorham’s Orc 





Mabley 
Jefferson 


Jackie 
Viola 


Frances Brock 
Garland Wilson 
Lorenzo Roberson 
Helen Penn's Co 
Bye Sisters 

Club Madrid 
Jackie Taw 
Tedd Keller 
Naneite 
Sandy 

Club Nomad 
Donna Darnell 
Tiny Kaye 


Marjorie Jane 
Dixie Sullivan 
Jean Caton 
Bobby Bernard 
Coletta Elisw orth 
Joe Quintelle Ore 
Dude Ranch 
Bill Valee 
Gary Gray 
Billy Du Val 
Serenaders Ore 
Cowboy Ore 
Gables Inn 
(Black Horse Pike) 
Nan De Mar 
Rex Dale 
Al & Maurice 
Gables Ore 
Jockey’s Derby 
Brooks Twins 
Bobby Brenan 
Kiki Hall 
Peppi Carman 
Helene 
Bonnie Ferris 
Paddock Int’! 
Zorita 
Chet Boswell 
Yvonettes Rev 
Betty Coette 
Sandra Kent 
Vici Cooper 
Marie Kibbey 
Bob Bell 


CVb 


Emil 





Marjorie Garretson 
Copley Piaza 
(Sheraton Room) 
Ray Morton 
Jane Pickens 
(Merry-Go-Round) 

Mark Gilbert 3 
Copley Square Hotei 
Ai DeForrest 


Ure 


Arthur Ward 
Crawford House 
Freddy Rubin Ore 


Crawfordettes 
Saliy Keith 
Yvonne Adair 
Harry Ryan 


Fox & Hounds Club 
(Rhamba Casino 
Room) 

Marion Frances 
Charles* Wolk Ore 
Milton George Ore 
Hi-Hat 
Herman Ore 
Petty 
Diamond 


Pete 
rank 
Anne 





Hotel Bradford 
(Cireus Room) 
Kenny Brilliant 
Lucille & J Maloney 
Hotel Buckminister 
(National Room) 
Hial Roberts Ore 
Hotel Essex 
Ken Travers Ore 
Jack Manning Ore 
Bill Cronin 
Mitizi Crozier 
Bill Groin 
Dorothy Dennis 
Jean Monti 
Sally Harris 
Hotel Fensgate 
(Satire Room) 
Nora Sheridan 
Art Fowler ‘ 
Jorie Livingstone 
Allen Jones 
Neil Phillips 
Hotel Lenox 
Don Jose Ore 
Clarita 
Hotel Minerva 
Bunny McVey Orc 
Barbara “Douglass 
Hotel Ritz Carleton 
(Ritz Roof) 
Nat Brandwynne O 
Grover & Jeanne 


Tommy Dix 
Estelita 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Sheraton Sky 
Garden) 
Don Dudley Ore 


Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 
Jack Edwards Ore 


(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
Hotel Vendome 
(Fife & Drum Rm) 


Jimmy McHale Ore 
Jolene 

Ella Wilson 

Helen Douglas 
Helen Shepard 


Ken 


Pete Brown Ore 

Broadway Al 

Russ Howard 

2 Lucky Bucks 
(Lounge Bar) 

Iltum & Strum 


Rio Casino 
Harry de Angelis O 
Helen Carrol 
Lamb-Yokum Rev 
Gladys Lamb 
Rube Youkum 
Retty Wharton 
Duffy & Tobin 

Savoy 
Sabby Lewis Ore 
Steuben’s 
(Vienna Room) 


Lew Conrad Ore 
Enrico & Novello 
Jack & Lorraine 
Jimmy Marr 
Doris Abboit 
The Cave 
Don DiBona Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Elves Cortes 
Jimmy Marr 
Pir-ettes 5 
Tic-Toc 


Tohnny McGee Orc 


CHICAGO 


Plaza 
Lérenzo Ore 
Hotel 
Room) 


Tremont 
Duke 


Ambassador 
(Pump 
Petti 


Battery 
Benaon Ore 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Ore 


Ra 


Timmy Joy 
Betty Burns 
Harriett Smith 
Don & Sal 
(Tavern Room) 
Edith Lorand 
Dave Pritchard 
Dick Ware 
Bob Marshall 
Annette Shields 
Blackhawk 
Ted Weems Ore 
Elmo Tanner 
Perry Como 
Blackstone 
(Balinese 
Tohnny Duffy 
Patti Clayton 
Rail 
itney 
Toppers 


Hotel 


Co 
Jennings 


Ore 


Hotel 
Rm) 


Ore 


Brass 
Margie Wh 
Tune 

Brevoort 
(Crystal Room) 
Tony & Lisa 
Joan Baylor 
Bob Billings 
Eddie Roth 
Brown 


Ore 
Derby 
Ryans 
Rogers 
Judy Ellington 
@ary Ann 

Pat Perry 
Hoffman Sis 

Ted Smith 

Duke Yellman Ore 


Capitol Lounge 


Joe de Salvo 
Bill Turner Ore 
Chez Paree 
Harry Richman 
Capella & Patricia 
Allen Carney 
Ruth Clayton 
Estelle Sloan 
Buddy Franklin 
Club Alabam 
Florence White 
Paulette LaPierre 
Harriet Norris 
Ginger Wood 
Del Estes — 
Allan Coe 
Dave Unell Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Colosimos 
Jack Prince 
Kay Booley 
Nita Tindall 
Sid Lang Ore 
Kay & Linda 
Vaideu & 


Th ree 


Danny 


3rice 
Corine 





Doris Dupont 

Dolly Kay 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Room) 


Vincent Bragale O 
Red Duncan 
Jo Anne Hubbard 


Drake Hotel 
(Camilia House) 
Eva Hamilton 
Val Ernie Orc 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Marine Km) 
Will Osborne Ore 
Nitz & Ravel 
Marianne 
Dorben Gls 
885 Club 
Tanner Sisters 
Johnny Howard 
Manuel! Contreras 
Eitel’s 
Heidelberg Octet 
Hans Muenzer Ens 
Rathskellar 
Louie & Gang 
5100 Club 
Danny Thomas 
Bob O Lin Gls 
Mark Fisher Ore 
Garrick Stagebar 
June Price 
Ascot Boys 
Jimmy None 3 


Downbeat Rm 


Stuff Smith Orc 
3 Sharps & Flats 
Gladys Palmer 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
Crusaders Ore 
Mary Sinclair 
Dorothy Timmins 


_ Helsings 
(Vodvil Lounge) 
Bill Anson 


Leslie & Carol 

Novelty Aces 

Lillian Clarke 

Jack Herbert 
Hi-Hat 

Diana Barry 

Carlos Vesta 

Betty Hill 

Blaine and Elaine 

Mary Beth Sires 

Eddy Fens Ore 

H Martinez Ore 

Winnie Hoveler Gls 
Ivanhoe 


Florence Schubert 
Barney Richards O 
Vierra Hawaiians 
Helen Sumner 
L’Aiglon 
Spiros Stamos Orc 
Gwendolyn Veauselli 
Murray & Cumming 
George Deveron 
Isobel de Marco 
Le Selle Hotel 
(Pan-Am Reom) 
Jose Manzaneres O 


New Yorker 
Jackie Green 
Noli & Nolan 
Dalton Bors 
ack LaVier 
ay BEibert 
Starlets 
Arne Barnett Oro 


(Plecadilly Circle) 
8 Knights 

Billy Meyers 

Jim Marvin 
Rocky Elsworth 


100 Club 

Dick Bauer Ore 
Billy Carr 
Sophia Parker 
Wilma Novak 
Martin & Margo 
Bobbie Allen 
Fernando & Fair 
Cal Herbert 

Palmer House 

(Empire Room) 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Gower & Jeanne 
Abbott Dancers 

Sherman Hotel 

(Celtle Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 


Alpine Village 
Robberts & White 
Key Taylor 
5@ Constrelleys 
Leonardo Amaresco 
Marie Bronarzyk 
Willie Matthias Ore 

Eldorado Club 
Olga Godec 
Johnny Kaiihul Ore 
Tiona dé Bournat 

Hotel Carter 
Charles Wick 
Jacquelina 
Aileen Hunter 

Hotel Cleveland 
George Duffy Orc 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Jules and Webb 
Posin Gardner 

Hotel Hollenden 


Kay 


Ore 


Vernon 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Ben Young Ore 
Jan Martel 
(Motor Bar) 
Eddie Fritz 4 
Bowery 
Margie Hart 
3 Slate Bros 
Delmar 
Harvey Stone 
Lovey Stacey 
Gastons 
Donn Arden 
Isabelita Casteo 
Johnny King 
Sharlie Carlisl@ 
Benny Resh Ore 
Brass Rall 
Skeeter Palmer 
Roy Swartz 
Del Parker 
Casanova 
Georges & Joanne 
Dillon & Parlow 
Mary Markham 
Jessica Garwood 
Warney Ruhl Ore 


Co 


Club Congo 
Congoettes 
Bima Turner 
Tropical % 
Tommy Ellis 
Jimmy Smith 
Bob Parrish 
Congo OUrc 


Band Box 
Pete Snyder 
Jackie Gree: 

Mae Brewster 
Geo Tibbles Ore 
Billy Snyder 
Billy Lankin 
Bar of Music 
Triola 
Hoffman 
Jordan 
Ken Stevens 
Dick Win Ore 
Biltmore Bowl 
Jimmy Ray 
The Radio 
The Duffins 
Penny Lee 
Joe Reichman Orc 
Casa Manana 
Cab Calloway Orc 
Cocoanut Grove 
Freddie Martin Ore 
Karl Carrolls 
West & McGinty 
Gali Gali 
Happy Felton 
LaVonn Moyer 
Dorothy Ford 
Wiere Bros 


Ann 
Bill 
Bill 


slow 


Rogues 


Beryl Wallace 

St Clair & Day 
Aurora Miranda 
Rolly tolls 
Shirley Wayne 

Al Norman 

Bill Brads 

Manny Strand Ore 
Michel Ortiz Or 
Florentine Garden 
Fred Scott 

Sugar Geise 

Sonia Levkova 
Jean Tighe 

Toni Todd 

Dr Giovanni 

Ted Fio Rito Ore 


Charlie Foy’s Club 
Charley Foy 
Sammy Wadsh 
Betty Keane 

Jane Keane 
Chavo Sherman 
Les Barnett Ore 


Club Bali 

Van Kirk 
Tanya Tamara 
Simpsons 
Baliettes & 
Tommy Nunez Ore 
Earle Hanson Ore 

Don Lanning’s 
Roberta Sherwood 
Marie Lewis 
Louise Hatch Ore 
Five O’Cleck Club 
Stan Early 
Louise Carlyle 
Bourbon & Bayne 
Fabian Storey Ore 

















(Panther Room) 
Bob Chester 
College Inn 
Carl Marx 

Rhumba Casino 
Fun for your Money 
Revue 
Maurice Rocco 

606 Club 
Don Harris 
Gay Knight 
June March 
Carrie Finnell 
Fay & Wellington 
Mile Jean 
Janeen 
Aloha 
Millie 


Mode s 


Wayne 
Ginger Britton 
Jeri Vance 
Midge Fellows 
606 Gls 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 
Stevens 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Don DiFlavio 


(Cont wentes Room) 


Hotel 


Yar Rest 
teo Scherban Ore 
Belen Ortega 


CLEVELAND 


Nella Webb 
Rossilianos 
Burton's Birds 
Sammy Watkins O 
Hotel Statlec 
Jules Duke Ore 
Ia Conga Ciub 
Manuet D BibbinsO 
Lindsay’s Skybar 
Three Bits Rhythm 
Marya Manley 
Pearl de Lucca 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Walter Jean 
Judy Lipton 
June Brooks 
Herb Hagenor Oro 
Regal Clab 
Ducky Malvin Ore 
3700 Club 
Le Verdie 
Hall 
Walsh Ore 


Brown 


Leon 
Hal 
Don 


DETROIT 


Haymarket 
Fanchon 3 
Kohn & DePinto 
Russ Dristry .Ore 
London Chop House 
Caroll & Gorman 


Billy Costello 
Ethel Howe 
Ruby Or« 


Dilbert Ore 
Olde Wayne Club 
Jimmy Clark Ore 

Joan Chapman 


Palm Beach 
Howard 


Sammy 


(ius 


G D Washington 

Janise 

Dudre & Francis 

Al & Connie Santon 

Don Pablo Ore 
Royale 

Sylvia Froos 

Larry Storch 


Biltmorettes 
Mary Kulham 
Rovalettes 
Carl Ronner 
Bill McCune Ore 
Wonder Bar 
Aylene Mason 
Madelon Zaker 
Manuel Lopez 
Guy Welsh Orc 
Manvel Lopez Ore 
Aylene Mason 
Madelon Baker 


Ore 


LOS ANGELES 


Hayes Lodge 
Talbot 


Grace 
Elizabeth 


Casey’ Thompson 
Martin 

Vivian Marshal 
Mary Healy 

P T.ind Hayes Ore 
Hollywood Casino 
Jan Savitt 

Red Stanley Or 
Hollywood Tropics 
Yvonne & Wayne 
Maxine Lewis 

Paul Neighbors Ore 


Dick Thomas 
House of Murphy 
Betty Reilly 
Margaret Padula 
Four 
Murphy 
Louisiana 
Harlem on Parade 
B McDonald Ore 
Macambo Cafe 
Horne 
Ohman Ore 
Mart’ que Ore 
Palladium 
Woody Herman Ore 
Slapsy Maxies 
Ben Blue 
Louis De Pron 


Texas 


Bob 


Lena 
Phil 
Felix 





oe Plumer Ore 
Streets of Paris 
Art Tatum 
Mead ‘Lux’ Lewis 
Wingy Manone Ore 
Swannee Inn 
Loumel Morgan 3 
Dudley Brooks 
Trianon 
Henry Busse Ore 
Trouville Club 
Lee & Lester 


up <yy Jo szAIds 


MIAMI 


Jimmie’s 
Myles Bell 
Spauldings 3 
Rous Bros 
Luckeyettes 6 
Les Robinson Ore 

Kitty Davis's 
Willie Shore 
Rhoda Chase 
Jerry Lawton 
Silver's Ore 

Mother Kelly's 


Jack Eby Ore 
600 Club 

Paul Mall 

Hal Lane Orc 


(Continued on page 46) 
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Night Club Reviews 





Mother Kelly’s, N. Y. 


Cully Richards, Diamond Bros. (3), 
Danny Rogers, Joe Oakie, Lolita 
Cordoba, Hilde Simmons, Showgirls 
(6); Manny Gates band and Herrara’s 
rhumba quartet; $2 and $2.50 mini- 
mums. 








‘Mother’ Kelly, who is really a 
sportshirted Irishman, made a rather 
aupicious bow in N. Y. Wednesday 
night (15). In the former Beach- 
comber quarters in the Winter Gar- 
den theatre building, where Olsen 
and Johnson are by now an institu- 
tion, Kelly is giving the nocturnal 
habitues a nuthouse comedy show 
that might well be titled ‘Hellz- 
apoppin in a Nitery.’ 3 

His Miami Beach spot, blitzed by 
the Army’s takeover of that resort, 
hewed close to a similar type of 
show, though that spot’s physical 
makeup was quite different, with a 
stage over the bar. In Florida the 
policy was most successful when 
Cully Richards and Slapsie Maxie 
Rosenbloom were the co-headliners, 
and, while Rosenbloom isn’t on tap 
in N. Y., Richard is, plus the stand- 
ard Diamond Brothers’ knockabout 
comedy and two very funny stooges 
in Danny Rogers and Joe Oakie. 

Despite the usual opening-night 
‘bugs, the Richards-staged slapstick 
evidenced enough laugh power to be 
a wham when trimmed and tight- 
ened. At least 30 minutes of com- 

aratively dull material can be cut 

the comedy’s enhancement. 

Every performer, except the sing- 
ing-pianologing Hilde Simmons, is 
utilized strictly for comedy. A 
small stage has been built at the 
back of the dance floor, with Manny 
Gates’ band playing from the side, 
to afford better view and effect for 
the skits and blackouts. The latter, 
incidentally, are the show’s strong- 
est and weakest points. Some of the 
blackouts are elementary, but one 
takeoff on Hollywood film-making, 
with Richards doing Clark Gable 
and Rogers and Oakie as stand-ins 
for the physical comedy, has enough 
laughs to almost make up for pre- 
vious derelictions. It’s not a new 
idea, but presented here for best 
laugh results, with Rogers’ stooging 
the standout, 

With this type of policy, Mother 
Kelly’s may well become a standout 
nitery for ‘parties’ in N. Y. It’s 
rarely that a night club floor show, 
for all of its closeness to the patron- 
age, manages an infectious intimacy. 
This one does that and manages a 
_ flow of laughs besides. It’s too 

ad, however, that the Diamond 
Brothers’ sock acrobatic tricks and 
falls, worked on the floor, are vir- 
tually invisible to those at the sec- 
ond, third and fourth tables away 
from the ringside. In the comedy 
bits with Richards and the others, 
the three boys are plenty capable. 

Lolita Cordoba, a fiery Latin, does 
some singing, but it’s strictly for 
comedy interruptions by Richards 
and the stooges. On the other hand, 
Miss Simmons’ rhythm warbling, 
with self-accomp. on a baby upright, 
is the show's only straight entertain- 
ment biz and she got over strongly 
opening night. The showgirls, six 
fair lookers, are utilized as an en- 
semble but once in the layout, and 
that’s at the beginning to carry on 
gag credits for the production. They 
are in and out of the sketches and 
biackouts, though, and perform cred- 
itably. 

Richards is in and out of the show, 
as m.c. and for his own solo comedy 
gab and singing. He rates a bow for 
an over-all excellent job on his own 
and for the entire staging. 

Manny Gates band does nicely for 
the show and dancing, but Herrara’s 
quartet of musicians, playing from 
the small stage, didn’t appear able 
opening night to inspire the custom- 
ers to try to dance to the Latin 
rhythms. Scho. 


ASTOR ROOF, N. Y. 


Alvino Rey Orch (18) with the 
King Sisters (4), Bill Schallitt, 
Skeets Herfurt, Dick Morgan; cover, 
75¢ weekdays, $1 weekends. 





In its second seasonal stay at this 
roof spot, the largest (1,000 capacity) 
major hotel room in the city, Alvino 
Rey’s orchestra with the King Sis- 
ters is turning in a nice job. While 
the musicability of the outfit itself is 
not up to the level that it was when 

€ group played here last, it has 
sharpened its entertaining ability to 
a keener edge. A sizeable supper 
mob seemed to go for both phases of 

€ group when caught. 

Rey has followed the lead set by 
pther maestros during the last year; 
on has increased brass and reed sec- 
so and the group now caunts up 
= five sax (six with a doubling 
t umpeter), four trombones, four 
Trumpets, four rhythm and Rey's 
Own § guitar. With that  instru- 
fhe ation the band is loud in 
vote Toom and the extra men 
ye ta to have eliminated the bitingly 
ola playing that characterized the 
14-piece combination, particu- 
arly in the sax section. 

Despite those few shortcomings, 











however, this is a good band. It still 
plays with enthusiasm and its books 
are stocked with arrangements in al] 
grooves, played in danceable tempo. 
Rey himself has become a smoother 
working-talking batoneer since last 
caught, better able to project his 
showmanly talent on the special 
guitar he twangs up front. He has 
a trick of making his instrument 
‘talk’ that seems unbelievable until 
you realize that it’s actually done by 
one of the girls, via a throat attach- 
ment. 

King Sisters, of course, are a sale- 
able quartet from any angle. The 
customers go heavily for their vocals 
and the picture they make on the 
stand is something that must be re- 
garded highly. They find quick re- 
sponse to the ballads, novelties and 
rhythm tunes they use, particularly 
a medley of arrangements which 
have become hit records for them. 

Bill Schallit, doubling from trom- 
bone, has improved considerably on 
vocals. His baritone .is much more 
certain and he’s well liked. Skeets 
Herfurt, sax, and Dick Morgan, 
guitar, do comedy numbers and they 
turn in slick work. One bit, a bur- 
lesque of an opera, also using Schal- 
lit and an unbilled trumpeter, all in 
costume, is especially funny. Wood. 


ESQUIRE, MONTREAL 


Montreal, July 15. 
Maxine Coleman, Johnny Morgan, 
Gonzalez Trio, Line (5), Showgirls 
(5), Armand Meerte Orch (8); $1- 
$1.50 minimum. 





Hardest worker in a fast-moving, 
smoothly-paced show at this popu- 
ler cabaret-cafe currently is Johnny 
Morgan, m.c. and general utility 
r n, who holds the fans for about 
45 of the 60-minute program and 
garners an equivalent proportion of 
the applause during that period. He 
ra‘es it on his personality and abil- 
ity to make capital of anything that 
occurs during the evening, whether 
by way of audience i--terruption or 
in the course of his job. 

Maxine Coleman, singer and 
diseuse, packs a neat punch when 
her clever sophistications sink into 
audience consciousness. Her Scar- 
lett O’Hara monolog, with parody 
song on ‘Gone with the Wind,’ her 
stories and her nifty singing of ‘Be- 
guine’ gave her smack returns at this 
catching. 

Two gals and a boy, the Gonzalez 
Tio, nearly stole the show with their 
furious speed stepology in the 
Latin-American idiom. Their hoof- 
ing is combined with a spot of acro- 
batics when the lad climbs onto one 
girl’s shoulders and bridges himself 
between her and the other, all at a 
fast pace. But this is just a build- 
up to the smash finish with four ac- 
robatic dogs. 

The house line and the showgirls 
rate plenty for their showmanly 
routines and their eye-filling ward- 
robing. The line is specially good 
in tapping and precision. 

Armand Meerte, with his sweet 
music, shows he can also handle a 
jo» of swing when called for, and 
hi. Novachord fills in nicely be- 
tween shows and dancing. He is 
distinctly one of the assets of the 
club. Lane. 


Minnesota Terrace, Mpls. 
(HOTEL NICOLLET) 


Minneapolis, July 18. 


‘Symphony on Skates, with Doro- 
thy Lewis, Four Symphonettes, John 
Farrell & Gene Morgan, Sev. Olsen 
Orch (11) with Frankie Gelson and 
Jinnie Simms, ‘Three Bits of 
Rhythm’; $1.50 minimum weekdays; 
$2, Saturdays. 








Coming once a year like the cir- | 
cus, these Dorothy Lewis ice shows | 
provide patrons of this swanky | 
nitery with just the novelty cal-| 
culated to lure capacity crowds at 
the 50c upped minimum. Miss 
Lewis, St. Paulite, is getting to be| 
an annual instituticn at this spot, | 
‘Symphony on Skates’ being her 
third production unveiled here. 

All her ice shows necessarily are | 
of modest proportions, as far as the | 
number of performers and extent of | 
routines are concerned, being built | 
down to intimate night club propor- | 
tions. As befits such supper clubs 
as this and the St. Regis, New York, | 
however, the revue, staged by Billy | 
Daniels, exudes, class in costuming, 
lighting, smoothness and_ skating 
skill. Because they run only a half- 
hour and move swiftly, the fact that 
they comprise practically only one 
type of skating and lack comedy and 
diversity does not count against 
them. é 

Costumes and routines are tops) 
and Miss Lewis’ fellow performers 
lend splendid support. The revue 
depicts the four seasons, with the 
skaters disporting in appropriate 
garb for summer, fall, winter and 
spring. There is rhythm and pre- 
cision skating, considerable adagio 
performing, much_ spinning and 
many glides. Miss Lewis, personable 
and exceedingly proficient on the 
silver blades, solos and also works 
with the two young men and four 





girls. The boys have several innings 
of their own and the entire company 
is seen to advantage in several en- 
semble numbers. Particularly ef- 
fective is the finale, with the cos- 
tumes fluorescently treated. Much 
of the music for the show consists of 
listenable arrangements of such old 
favorites as ‘Summertime,’ ‘You're 
Blase,’ ‘Violets for Your Furs,’ ‘Got 
a Date With An Angel,’ ‘Lover,’ ‘Fall- 
ing in Love,’ ‘Snowfall’ and ‘Spring.” 

A nifty new number is ‘Dorcthy 
Lewis Is Coming to Town.’ Also 
new are the musical numbers, ‘Adios’ 
and ‘Poinciana,’ rhnumbas which Miss 
Lewis adapts to her ice skating. 

Sev. Olsen’s orchestra, first-rate 
local outfit directed. by Frankie Gel- 
sone, youth who vocalizes as well as 
wields the baton, plays the show and 
dancing. Band comprises. four 
rhythms, including two pianos, three 
saxes and the same number of 
brasses, Jinnie Simms is a capable 
vocalist as well as pianist. When the 
orchestra isn’t working and the ice 
show isn’t on there’s music by ‘Three 
Bits of Rhythm,’ comprising bass 
viol, guitar and accordion. Rees. 


VOGUE ROOM, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, July 17. 
Burton’s Birds, Kay Vernon, Two 





Rossilianos, Nella Webb, Sammy 
Watkins’ Orchestra; $1-$1.50 mini- 
mum, 





Only about once in a season or so 
does an animal act take precedence 
over the Vogue Room’s steady diet 
of ballroom terpers and sophisticated 
balladeers. Burton’s troupe of 
trained love-birds turn the trick in 
current edition. They stage a cork- 
ing miniature three-ring circus on a 
table, doing everything from riding 
tricycles to shooting off cannon and 
walking a tight-wire with a gasoline 
torch in their beaks. It’s a refresh- 
ing novelty. 

Kay Vernon, who can park her 
shoes at Hotel Hollenden’s intimate 
boite any time, rates as the outstand- 
ing personality in this show. Chief 
change in songstress since her last 
visit is that she has dropped her 
simple, school-girl costumes for more 
colorful, daring gowns. Her former 
dress style gave sharper contrast to 
her high spirited, smartly transposed 
numbers, but she still knocks over 
the customers with her salesmanship. 
She lends a freshness to such war- 
horses as ‘White Cliffs’ and swell 
version of ‘Blues in Night.’ 

Rossilinianos, on the other hand, 
have lost some of their old sparkle 
by subordinating their vivid Polish 
peasant dances to the conventional 
life-and-whirl-’em type of terpology. 
Duo do the latter with polish, yet 
the terrific hand their Polish polka 
gets should demonstrate to them 
what the Hollenden’s clients prefer. 
Nella Webb, astrologist on her first 
nitery engagement in Cleveland, is 
finding lucrative pickings in her 
table seances. ; 

Business has been spurting here 
since bandmaster Sammy ‘Watkins’ 
crisp ensemble on the local Fitch 
radio assignment. Pull. 


Town Ranch, Seattle 





Seattle, July 18. 


Renee & Root, Lester Harding, 
Jean Richey, Ted Waldman & Zusi., 
Wyatt Howard Band (7); $1.25 and 
$1.75 minimums. 

Came tire rationing and curtailed 
automobile driving, cutting down 
the ‘carriage’ trade to roadhouse 
niteries. Hence the Ranch, for 15 
years the class of the highway spots 
hereabouts, 10 miles north of Seattle, 
moves to town and becomes the 
‘Town Ranch.’ It debuted last night 
(17) to capacity. 

A second reason for the move to 
town, which shoul. prove an aid in 
putting the spot in the groove, is 
that Seattle is a boom war industries 
town, with population upped 30% to 
an estimated 500,000, payrolls and 


lentertainment places bulging. 


George Cook and associates oper- 
ated the roadside Ranch the past 


ltwo years and continue at the town 


location. Considerable coin has been 
spent to make the location attrac- 


tive. so it isn’t any penny-ante ven- | 


ture. 

Opening floor show, ‘Full Speed 
Ahead,’ is paced nicely, with Lester 
Harding, sock warbler, emceeing 
and just naturally doing a good job. 

Renee and Root headline. These 
smoothies write rhythmic dancapa- 
tion all over the rangy floor and it’s 
ample. This terp pair will do in any 
nitery hereabouts. Femme is par- 
ticularly nifty and their forte rendi- 
tions of ballroom steps build to a 
flash close, following two versions of 
‘Begin the Beguine,’ conventional, 
then as done in N. Y.’s Harlem. 

Jean Richey uncorks the floor 
show with a clever routine on roller 
skates. She works easily, though a 
bit nervous at the first workout of 
the new floor. Her rhythmic num- 
bers are varied with a coupla hand- 
springs and good contortion business. 
Ted Waldman and Zusi break in for 
laughs with comedy dialog and har- 
monica mouthings. 

This is the first unit show booked 
by Joe Daniels for his new vaude 
cafe-theatre circuit in western Can- 
ada and northwest U. S., offering 
acts 10 weeks’ time. This unit played 


4 


| 





| 





the Caves in Winnipeg and Van- 
couver, and from here makes Port- 
land and Astoria, with two-week 
stands in every spot. Second unit, 
now en route, is titled ‘Cavalcade of 
Vaudeville,” coming here in two 
weeks. 

Wyatt Howard orchestra has Dor- 
othy Taylor as vocalist, while How- 
ard also vocalizes with the band, 
which dispenses forte syncopation. 
That the music is liked is indicated 
by crowded floor throughout. For a 
nitery here, since the heydey of the 
Butler and Club Victor, the new spot 
is big league and it looks oke for the 
duration. The spot is open nightly 
except Mondays. 

Charge at door is $1.25, except Sat- 
urdays, when it’s tilted to $1.75. This 
includes a minimum supper only. 
Ice and mixers are merchandised as 
at the Olympic hotel’s bowl. No 
beer or wine are served, although 
such license could be obtained, but 
it’s not wanted. Cafe theatre is on 
ground floor, with two more floors 
being fitted up for future develop- 
ments, which should expand into 
quite some amusement center for 
the burg. 

The house is well appointed and 
completely redecorated, in colorful 
Latin motif. These summer days the 
ventilation (the building was orig- 
inally built for a theatre) is an asset. 

Trep. 


CLUB BALI, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, July 17. 
Ginger Layne, Brown Sisters (3), 
Milton Watson, George Church, 
Marylin Hale, Bali-Lovelies (8), Alan 
Fielding Orch (8), Luis Fernandez 
Rhumba Band (4); $1 minimum. 








A weli-balanced show that’s easy 
to take is offered by the Brothers 
or ad this sesh at their air-cooled 
club. 


Milton Watson, tall radio and mu- 


sical comedy baritone, takes care of |. 


the m.c. slot—a new chore for him— 
and he does a pleasing job of it. In 
addition, he’s in extra fine fettle vo- 
cally. When caught, he registered 
with ‘Sleepy Lagoon,’ ‘This Is Worth 
Fighting For’ and ‘You’re *y Every- 
thing.’ 

The Brown Sisters, three sepia 
swingsters, make up the rest of the 
pipes department. The gals are 
bears for work and, when caught, 
gave out with 10 numbers (count 
’em) before the customers were con- 
tent. The tunes were ‘Little Cousin,’ 
‘Three Little Sisters,’ ‘Ain’t Neces- 
sarily So,’ ‘Zoot Suit,’ ‘Jersey 
Bounce,’ ‘The Shiek,’ ‘Apple Tree,’ 
‘Dozen Roses,’ ‘All Over Now’ and 
‘Nobody Else.’ 


In the terps department are 
George Church, his partner, Marylin 
Hale, and Ginger Layne. Church’s 
clever footwork is surefire with the 
customers. Miss Hale is breaking in 
here and is still a little unsure of 
nerself. However, the brunet looker 
appears to have the stuff and should 
go far. 

Ginger Layne is pleasing with a 
Russe routine, as well as a modern- 
istic ballet number with the Bali- 
Lovelies, house line, which also has 
several other specialties. The dances 
are staged by Mildred Ray. James 
hay is the new stage manager 

ere. 


Alan Fielding’s orch continues on 
the bandstand, with Luis Fernandez’ 
quartet of musickers giving with the 
Latin rhythms during the lulls. 

House almost filled when reviewed 
Friday (17). Shal. 











Rooney-Reade 


Continued from page 3 





wonderful to me...she has taken 
care of me like a buddy since my 
wife died.’ 

Miss Reade also said she hadn’t 
seen the younger Rooney for some 
time. ‘Anyway,’ she said, ‘I like nis 
father better. He’s a funny little 
guy, but I love him.’ 

Junior Rooney has been managing 
Buster West’s New Hampshire 
chicken farm for the past year or 
so. He’s gone almost 100% hayseed 
and has a few hundred 
of his own. Occasionally, during 
the winter, he accepts nearby New 
England stage dates. 

Rooney, who made and 
fortune, was 
prodigious parties 
Bent were prone to throw regularly 
at their N. Y. apartment. The grape 
flowed freely; the catering was lav- 
ish, and there were no fishhooks in 
Rooney’s pockets when some less- 
fortunate acquaintance put the bite 
on the then headliner. 

In the 30’s Miss Bent’s appearance 
with her husband and son of the 
stages became more and more in- 
frequent. One of their last times 
together was in the late 30’s at a 
32d wedding anniversary appear- 
ance at the Capitol, N. Y. The N. Y. 
Daily News last week pointed out 
that Pat, Sr., at that time sang, ‘I’m 
Still With My Old Sweetheart.’ 

Rooney, Sr., is currently appear- 
ing at Rogers’ Corner, formerly Jack 
Dempsey’s, on Eighth avenue, N. Y. 


chickens | 


spent a| 
once known for the} 
he and Marion | 





New Acts 











ROSS SISTERS (3) 
Contortionists 

6 Mins. 

Strand Theatre, N. Y. 


Three young and pretty girls in 
nice blue costumes are crack con- 
tortionists. They do sundry back- 
bends, handstands, etc., in unison 
and singly, but the real punches are 
the extraordinary backbends on high 
pedestals, without foot grips, to pick 
up handkerchiefs from the floor. 
Two of the girls do this trick, one 
using a higher pedestal than the 
other, and both are applause wows. 


Other girl contributes less difficult, 
but nevertheless strong rubber-bone 
tricks. One is a dead ringer for 
June Preisser, but all are equally 
good-looking, something of a novel- 
ty in itself for acrobats. 


From the way they work, they 
must have presented quite a prob- 
lem to their mother.. The poor 
woman couldn’t have known which 
end she was holding. Wood. 


GORDON & ROGERS 
Comedy Singers, Dancers 
10 Mins. 

Loew’s State, N. Y. 


Team of two colored lads has po- 
tentially a superb act, once some ex- 
traneous matter is trimmed. Pair 
leans on eccentric getup for initial 
laughs. Can sing in passably effec- 
tual fashion, but their dancing is 
standout. Two go into series of 
roughhouse splits and flying leaps at 
finish that put them over big. 

Humor of most their patter is a 
bit labored. More stress on the 
dancing and sight clowning could 
readily be employed t overcome the 
rather meaningless talk. Their ‘Hot 
Dog’ opening song effort is fine. One 
of the boys takes a running leap into 
the middle aisle, then a dash onto 
the stage and finally winds up on 
the grand piano. Wear. 


DOROTHY ROSS 
Singer-Pianist 
Geo. Washington Hotel, N. Y. 

The George Washington’s 23 Room 
is one of those cozy, intimate spots 
that one seemingly finds to be a 
common link to successful hotel op- 
eration these days. A straight drink- 
ery, sans dancing, it’s one of those 
places that invariably rely for its 
entertainment on a singer or two, or 
perhaps an_ instrumentalist plying 
his wares through the maze of a 


/patron’s successive daiquiris. 


Dorothy Ross is such an enter- 
tainer. A singer and pianist; a cute, 
brunet looker who ably fits the needs 
of such a lounge. 

Miss Ross is one of two such per- 
formers here—the other being the 
personable Johnny Andrews, who 
does the same stint—and it’s some- 
what of a grind for her, since she 
does one-hour singing-piano turns in 
her alternate spot with Andrews. 
Her routine aims at intimacy with 
the customers—she’ll frequently di- 
rect newcomers to a vacant table 
from her piano, interrupting a song 
to do so—and she’s gradually getting 
a following from those who would 
combine their drinking with some 
conservative entertainment. Naka. 








“How to Lose War’ 


Continued from page 1 

















| called greater German kultur when 
| he published Nazi-inspired plans for 


a German-Austrian customs union. 

His lecture subject is grim and 
blunt—‘How to Lose a War.’ 

Haber should know. He saw Au- 
Stria fall, then enlisted in French 
army and fought under an assumed 
name until June 22, 1940, when he 
was captured. President Roosevelt 
intervened in his behalf and he came 
to America. He has written for na- 
tional magazines and has appeared 
on the radio as a war analyst. He 
recorded French collapse in his book 








‘A Thousand Shall Fall,’ and is lec- 
turing for War Department Bureau 
oi Public Relations. 


No Cut-Rate Legit | 


Continued from page ] 











they being ‘Guest in the House’ and 
‘Broken Journey,’ both closed. Only 
explanation for the present situation 
is that some managers themselves 


are cutting prices at the boxoffice 
when necessary. Late Joe Leblang 
contended that cut-rates kept count- 
less shows going long after they 
would have stopped, but there seems 
to be some difference of opinion 
about that among current showmen. 


Cut-rate department at Leblang’s 
is expected to go into action again 
when the new season starts. Street 
floor level, which sells tickets above 
regular scales, is doing fairly well 
for midsummer, which is general 
for other agencies. 
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1942 Strawhats Find Going Plenty 


Tough, But City Stocks Shape Up OK: 


+ 


if 

Summer stocks in the cities are | 
faring excellently, but so far many | 
of those in the country communities 
have been lucky to get by, accord- 
ing to reports received from the 
hideaways so far. Some are known 
to be geared up rather high, because 
of contracts entered into before mo- | 
tor car traffic was drastically cur- 
tailed. Actors have their fingers 
crossed, hoping that they will be able 
to make the grade through the sum- 
mer. 

Including one or two openings this 
week, there are 39 summer stocks 
operating, and that total will prob- 
ably be the high of the season. Near- 
ly a dozen are spotted in cities, 
which hasn’t happened in many 
years and never before during the 
heated period. Two of that group 
are in hotels. Bellevue Stratford, 
Philadelphia, and the Willard (roof), 
Washington. In the latter place ‘East 
Lynne’ has been capacity, and an- 
other oldtime meller, ‘10 Nights in a 
Barroom,’ follows. 

New York has three stocks, one 
being a musical outfit at Carnegie 
Hall, the other brace being the neigh- 
borhocd theatres, Windsor, Bronx 
and Flatbush, Brooklyn. Other stocks 
said to be successfully operating are 
in Detroit. Boston, Providence, Cam- 
bridge, Mass.; Baltimore, Buffalo, 
Toronto and Hartford, latter having 
opened this week. 

Maplewood and Milburn, N. J., are 
the closest strawhats to N. Y., and 
both are said to be faring profitably. 
There are few unit stocks, as earlier 
indicated, but those with name leads 
are drawing, regardless of locality. 
That means that stars in stock are 
getting excellent money through 
guarantees and percentages. 





Hilltop Players’ ‘Firsts’ 
Baltimore, July 14. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

In a June issue of ‘Variety’ the 
Bucks County Playhouse said they 
thought they were the first summer 
theatre to move into town. We had 
already moved by the end of May! 

And that’s not the first ‘first’ to 
our foresight credit. We also were 
the first and only professional sum- 
mer stock company to play a whole 
summer season at an Army camp. 
We had two companies last sum- 
mer. The play ran for a week at 
Hilltop and then moved bag and 
baggage to Camp Meade with the 
alternate company taking its piace 
on the Hilltop stage. This went on 
for 10 weeks and then the .29th 
Division went to maneuvers so we 
did not finish the 14-week season 
contemplated. We know that we are 
the first because the War Depart- 
ment told us so. 

‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ by 
Francis Swann, was tried out at Hill- 
top and after a Broadway run was 
the only legitimate show to tour the 
camps, aS you know. Francis is 
the younger brother of Don Swann, 
Jr., founder and: producer at Hill- 
top, who now has taken his sister, 
Lyn Swann, in as co-producer, as he 
has a war job, helping to build ships. 

Rita Swann. 





“GIRL CRAZY’ OPENS OK 


IN 1ST ST. L. SHOWING <:G2%" 


St. Louis, July 21. 
George Gershwin’s ‘Girl Crazy’ 


made its initial bow in the Munici- | 


pal Theatre Assn.’s Alfresco theatre 
last night (Monday) for a one week 
stand. After a week of torrid 


weather, mercury dropped a bit and | 


an opening night mob, which grossed 
an estimated $3,500, turned out de- 
spite threats of rain. 

Principal roles are being capably 
handled by Willie Shore, Sue Ryan, 
Ray Mayer and Frederic Tozer. In 
support are John Tyres, Al Down- 
ing, Lorraine Bridges, Vincent Ver- 
non and Jeanne Hempel. Solo dances 
by Shore and Miss Healey are solid 
clicks, The full depth of the gigan- 
tie apron was utilized by Art Direc- 
tor Watson Barratt for the mountain 
vista scene. 

A record one-night mob, 11,279, in 
the 24-year history of the open air 
enterprise, turned out for ‘New 
Moon’ Saturday (18). The crowd ex- 
ceeded seating capacity by 1,179. 
Piece wound up one-week engage- 
ment Sunday (19) with a total of 
68,000 persons laying approximately 
$42,000 on the line for swell biz. 
There has been a 12% drop in the 
sale of the cheaper price ducats dur- 
ing the current season due to the 

tightening of transportation. 





HUROK DANCERS WEST 
TO FULFILL DATES 


An unusual summer ballet jaunt 
has been arranged for the Ballet 
Russe de Monte Carlo by S. Hurok. 
Choreographic outfit entrained for 
the Coast Tuesday (21) for four 
weeks of one-nighters, starting at 
San Diego, Cal. and ending at Port- 
land. After the far western dates the 
troupe is due to jump back to New 
York. 

Explained that the bookings were 
arranged because of Hurok’s con- 
tractual obligations, ballet bunch 
having four weeks of play or pay 
time left over from last season. 
Hollywood Bowl is included in the 
bookings. That big capacity spot is 
limited to a maximum audience of 
5,000 persons because of war orders. 


CLEVE. HOUSE 
SEEKS 306 
IN DRIVE 


Cleveland, July 21. 


Self-supporting for over 25 years, 
the Cleveland Playhouse will con- 
duct a drive to raise $30,000 from 
Aug. 4 to Sept. 1 in order to keep 
up its regular production without 
increased box office prices. 

Income from the campaign will 
be used to protect the future of the 
School of Theatre, the Children’s 
Theatre, a playwrights’ clinic, spe- 
cial priced student tickets, and the 
policy of giving aid to social service 
and other agencies. 

Faced by rising production costs, 
Robert A. Weaver, theatre president, 
said show can no longer divert its 
income to its non-revenue produc- 
ing civic and educational work. 


The Playhouse has appealed only 
twice previously for public funds, 
in 1927 when the present theatre 
building was erected and in 1936 
when funds were raised to match 
a $38,000 contribution from the 
Rockefeller Foundation to liquidate 
its mortgage. 














| (Current Road Shows 


(July 22-Aug. 1) 

a 

| ‘Blackouts of 1942’ (vaude)—El 
| Capitan, Hollywood (22-1), 

| ‘Candida’ (stock) — Flatbush. 
} Brocklyn’ (28-1). 

| ‘Cocktails 5 to 7’ 
|}cago (22-1). 

| ‘Corn Is Green’ (stock)—Windsor, 
| Bronx (22-26). 





Chi- 


Erlanger, 


‘Escape Me Never’ (stock )—Cen- 
tral, Passaic, N. J. (28-1). 
‘Good Night Ladies’—Blackstone, 


(22-1). 
‘Guest in the House’ (stock)—Flat- 
j bush, Brooklyn (22-26): Windsor 
Bronx (28-)). 
‘Hit the Deck’ (stock)—Bushnel] 


Auditorium, Hartford (27-1). 


‘Life With Father’ (3d Co.)—Music |. . 
oe ee wee 686 Lo.) Music |individual who rails at lack of op- 


|portunity to get command of a ves- | 
| ‘Merry Widow’ (stock)—Cass, De- |sel, and grouses at treatment of the | 
When the 


| Box, Hollywood (22-25). 


i troit (26-1). 
| ‘My Sister Eileen’ (2d Co.)—Harris, 
Chicago (22-1). 
‘My Sister Eileen’ 
lonial, Boston (22-1). 
‘Native Son’ (stock) — Mosque, 
Newark (22-26). 


‘Pal Jeey’ (stock )—Bushnell Audi- 
torium, Hartford (22-25), 


(3d Co.)—Co- 


‘Rebound’ (stock)—Garden Pier. 
| Atlantic City (22-25), 
‘Separate Rooms’ (stock)—Play- 


heuse, Providence (22-25). 

‘Show Time’ (vaude)—Curran, San 
Francisco (22-1). 

‘Tonight at 8:30’ (stock )—Erlanger, 
Buffalo (22-25). 

‘Vinegar Tree’ (stock)—Lafayette, 
Detroit (22-1). 

‘Vinegar Tree’ 
Boston (22-26); Garden Pier, Atlan- 
tic City (27-1). 
| ‘Wateh on the Rhine’ 
| Central, Passaic, N. J. (22-26). 








Plays Abroad 


SALT OF THE EARTH 


London, July 10. 














This piece is overburdened with 
‘episodes.’ If some of them were 


progression to keep the running time 
within conventional bounds. 
not to say it is an uninteresting play 
—on the contrary, it is gripping and, 
in its present form, calls for the 
bromidial prediction it will either 
be a success or a quick failure. 

The thesis is the spiritual strength 
of the French peasantry in their 
present crisis. It begins with the 
armistice being proclaimed by Pe- 
tain, and the fortitude of the people 
in the face of invasion and terror- 
ism. 

It is understood the play was re- 
written three times, as the war situ- 
ation altered, and a further revision 
would probably be necessary before 
it could be considered for produc- 
tion in America. 

There is a cast of 36, with only 
four female roles. About three- 
quarters of the parts are bits, the 
players of which are entitled to as 
much favorable comment as _ the 
principals. 
exceptionally well chosen company, 
and individual praise for any mem- 
ber of it, who happens to stand out 
due to better opportunities, would 
be unfair to the others. It is well 
produced and atmospheric. 

Frequent applause at the conclu- 
sion of some of the scenes and gen- 
erous reception at the finish gave 
unmistakable evidence the audience 
liked it, Jolo. 


LIFELINE 


London, July 10. 


New play in three acts by Norman Arm- 






strong. Presented by O'’Bryen, Linnit & 
Dunfee and Bronson Albery; directed by 
Michael Redgrave. At Duchess theatre, 
London, July 2, ‘42. 

Cagey.ncccccccscetsesesessel Arthur Sinclair 
MeOnTiO. occ cvecccvgqeccscecoccecsd \lan Wren 
Larry OultoOm..ccovccccsececs Robert Beatty 
Peter Launder...ccces> Terence de Marney 
Dennis Comber. Sel 
Fred Judd........ esses Lloyd Pearson 
Captain McGrath.......... Wilfred Lawson 
Pe SO er ree Frank Pettingell 
Oppy Parker...ccoccccccseess Wally Patch 
EG. Burgess. .cccscsecseges: Tom Leybourne 
Dust Y....ccccccccccccvecseFmilip Vallentine 





In prognosticating the success or 


tion is whether showing what the 
Merchant Navy has to risk in bring- 
ing food and gas to England is wise 
land timely. Some people seem to 
think it would be better to defer the 
depiction of hardships of such jour- 
neys until after the cessation of hos- 
tilities. Others see in it a strong 
object lesson in a campaign for non 
waste. 





(stock )—Majestic, 


(stock )— 


‘Lifeline’ is a better play than 
| Journey's End,’ which was not a 
play; ‘Lifeline’ is, because it depicts 
|continuously what the characters in 
|‘Journey’s End’ talk about. In ad- 
|dition to being moving and grippgng, 
}it is atmospheric. The entire set- 
| ting is one scene in a 5,000-ton cargo 
}vessel carrying oil to England, ail 
jthe cast being members of the crew. 
|'There is comedy and pathos in the 
|story in addition to ‘conflict impend- 
ing—conflict raging,’ as somebody 
once said should be the basis of all 


drama. All the characters are writ- 
ten and played with cameo-like fi- 
delity. There is little bombastic 


| heroism. 
The First Officer is a disillusioned 


crews he has been with. 
jcaptain is killed in action and he 
| takes over he becomes arrogant and 
‘bossy.’ There are no women in the 
icast and, while several of them are 
spoken of, the references to them are 
not altogether romantic. _It is a he- 
man’s play with he-man’s dialog, 
without recourse to vulgar cracks, 
but emphatically pointed references. 


All of which would probably not 
be sufficient to put over the drama 
without the aid of a remarkably 
competent cast, all of whom de- 
serve stellar honors. This is the first 
time Michael Redgrave directed a 
play. It is a good start—something 
to be proud of. 

The program gives the author’s 
name as ‘Norman Armstrong. On 
the opening night Barbara Toye and 

lorman Lee responded to the vo- 
ciferous calls for author. 


‘Lifeline’ should make a splendid 
film. Jolo. 








[Gilbert thriller has taken an op- 
| tion on 


| rights.] 


New play in three acts by Michael Egan. 
Directed by Denis Arundell. At Vaudeville 
theatre, London, July 9, ‘42 
Grandpere Bourdin.........Milton Rosmer 
PiICITE@....ccccervessesesees Tristan Rawson 
Jeannetté...eoes eoeccereess Louise Hampton, 
LOUISE... cccccessccceceess Leuveen Macgrath 
BIMON. ..ccoccccceccccescess:s ...John Carol 
Captain Nadoir.............Arthur Goullet | 
Jim Stafford...... 06000006 e60% lan Lubbock 
Yvonne Laroche.........-...Marjorie Mars 
Edouard Laroche........+«+- George Howe 
Major Grunewald..........-..Eric Albury | 
Leutnant Krause............James Donald 
Gefreiter LenzZ......++0++: Geoffrey Wincott 
M. Balandler. o.oo csssccccses Alan Howland 


eliminated there would be a swifter | 


‘this is | 


In this respect it is an| 


failure of ‘Lifeline,’ the only ques- | 


Inside StufLegit = 


When spokesmen for the League of New York Theatres saw Coordinator 
of Railroads Joseph B. Eastman in Washington they offered to change the 
starting week of touring attractions from Monday to Tuesday. Suggested 
change was to eliminate weekend rush that might interfere with rai! 
movements of the military. Proposal that a certain number of railroad 
/cars be allocated to the amusement industry was definitely turned down 
'The Government transportation head painted a gloomy picture. As the 
| Army is constantly expanding it may be necessary to place more restric- 
tions on civilian travel, reduce the number of Pullmans by stripping 
| them of their luxury appointments and making them available for troop 
movements. Eastman would make no positive commitments now, stating 
that war developments may completely change conditions in a few 
;months. The N. Y. delegation carried away the idea that heavy set shows 
| will be out for the duration, and that next season actors if and when 
| they travel, will have to do without drawing rooms and other luxury 
| accommodations. By 1943 it may te necessary to get a certificate that the 
travel is essential to the war effort before the necessary rail tickets will 
be forthcoming. 











‘Strip For Action,’ the Howard Lindsay-Russel Crouse comedy which 
_ Oscar Serlin will produce in association with them, will have a large cast. 
| It is a play within a play, with a burlesque show background which calls 
; for a number of bit players who must sing or dance, or both. Inclusive 
,of extras, there will be around 75 people involved in the performance. 
| Because ‘Strip’ is unusual in type, five weeks of rehearsal have been 
conceded by Equity, one week more than permitted for a straight show. 
| It was explained there will be musical bits, but the show will not be 
classed as a musical comedy 

Serlin, who came into the managerial limelight with ‘Life With Father,’ 
original company of which is still playing the Empire, N. Y., will wed 
Babette DeSheim next month. She is the widow of an actor and has 
been on the Serlin office staff for the past year. Manager was wed once 
before. He’s due to go into the service shortly. 





When he heard that Equity had praised its associate counsel, Rebecca 
Brownstein, for her successful efforts in settling the salary situation of 
the players in ‘High Kickers’ after it closed, Martin J. Desmoni, attorney 
for George Jessel, thought he was entitled to a little applause also. Latter 
was one of a fiock of attorneys who figured in the case, complicated by 
I.0.U.’s which seven of the cast claimed was collectable against the salary 
guarantee deposit. 

Those claims are to be arbitrated when Jessel returns from the Coast, 
but if the actors win awards there is a possibility that they will face 
charges of violating Equity rules. Jessel claims the money involved rep- 
resents personal loans to him, but indications are the I.0.U.’s represent 
deductions from their salaries, which may be embarrassing to the claim- 
| ants, 





Mild criticism of the Experimental Theatre has been voiced since its 
recent showing of ‘Yours, A. Lincoln’ (‘Death, Mr. President’). Comment 
was made not because the drama disappointed the professional audience 
at a special matinee held at the Shubert, N. Y., but that the idea of the 
experimental project was overlooked. 

When Equity and the Dramatists Guild agreed to such showings the 
general plan was that only young actors, new authors and aspiring di- 
rectors, unable to get managerial attention were to be used. Three play- 
ers well known on Broadway appeared in ‘Lincoln,’ however, and the 
showing was directed by a recognized stager. Experimental people say 
that was deemed necessary for this particular performance and _ that 
anticipated performances next season will conform more to the original 
formula. 





With ‘Claudia’ playing a repeat date at the St. James, N. Y., for an 
indefinite period, John Golden is looking over players for a Coast com- 
pany. Original cast was to have jumped to California early this month, 
but the experimental $1.65 top, which is half the price when the show 
topped a year’s run at the Booth, has drawn steadily profitable business, 
so the manager decided to keep it going, present date being consider- 
ably longer than originally anticipated. 

Plan calls for recruiting a new cast, putting some of the fresh players 
|in the N. Y. company, while others will be mixed with the road show 
along with people now in the original company. 








‘I Killed the Count,’ a melodrama that has been mentioned for Broad- 
way several times, will be produced early in the new season, as indicated 
by the signaturing of contracts by Lee Shubert. Play was first expected 
to be produced by Agnes Morgan and Frank Carrington, latter being among 
| those interested in the Paper Mill Playhouse, Milburn, N. J., and they 
|retain an interest in the play. Actors were engaged for the play in 
| April, but it was not until last week that the managerial end inked the 
| contracts. 
‘Count,’ by Alec Coppel, a murder drama, was first done in London late 
|in 1937. It has been presented at several little theatres. 





Kelcey Allen, of Women’s Wear, was elected a member of the Lambs. 
| He delayed making application for a long period under the impression 
| that newspapermen were barred. That is but technically correct, it hav- 
|ing been a sort of unwritten rule that working press men were not wel- 
| come, 

| In recent years the high hat atmosphere in the Lambs’ attributed mostly 
to British actors, has disappeared, as has most of that element in the 
membership. It explains why so many byline newspapermen were Friars, 
when that theatrical club was in its prime. 





Few people on Broadway know that Eddie Dowling and Rae Dooley 
|have a 25-year-old son, Jack, who has no desire to emulate them by 
| going on the stage. He is a reporter on the Chicago Sun and rated one 
of the sheet’s best men. Young Dowling was in New York last week to 
visit his parents before starting on a new assignment for the Sun, that 
|of war correspondent. 

Dowling will cover the Pacific feet and was due to plane to the Coast 
early this week to report for duty. 





Private Robert Sidney and Corp. Nelson Barclift are billed for staging 
the dances in ‘This Is the Army,’ Broadway, N. Y., but Sidney is cred- 
ited with restaging several standout numbers, particularly the first act 
gob finale, also ‘ladies of the chorus,’ ‘Russian Winter’ and ‘Mandy.’ 

Sidney was an actor and dance director on the Coast. 





Arthur Hopkins and Gilbert Miller may associate in the presentation 
of a comedy entitled “The Rich Get Richer.’ Former had the rights. 
with the latter said to have brought in, Ralph McBane, actor, is also 
interested. 

‘Richer’ is to be shown at Scarsdale and will be among the early sea- 
son Broadway productions, dependent on audience reaction. 





The Hedgerow Theatre, Rose Valley (near Media, Pa.), has discontinued 
its search for a location in Philly during the present gas and tire short- 
age. Operators of the year round ‘strawhat,’ have found that their audi- 
ence, built up over a period of 19 years, is getting to the Valley despite 
rationing, using trains, trolleys, buses and car-pools. 





Nardella (Nattie) Gamma, about 40, who was telephonist at Leblang’s 





the American production | being under treatment there for three years. 


ticket agency, died in the Jersey City Medical Center Friday (17), after 
She was a victim of tuber- 
' culosis, . 
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N.Y. Musicians Union Ignores Mors, 
League in Demand for Wage Tilt 





Understood that N. Y¥. local 802 
of the musicians union has ques- 
tioned the right of the League of 
New York Theatres to represent the 
managers in negotiating a new con- 
tract for legit houses. Pit men have 
asked for a 20% boost in pay start- 
ing Sept. 1 and, instead of making 
the demand on the managerial or- 
ganization, advised showmen of the 
tilt individually. James F. Reilly, 
executive secretary of the League, 
thereupon communicated with the 
union, latter reported to have re- 
sponded by doubting the League’s 
authority. . 

Reilly proceeded to obtain proxies 
from the association’s members so 
that the League’s status be clearly 
established. Move of the musicians 
occasioned some surprise, as the 
League’s authority has been recog- 
nized by Equity for years. Same 
goes for the other theatre unions, 
including the stagehands, who re- 
cently obtained the pay raise. How- 
ever, while the League is recognized 
by the Dramatists Guild as the man- 
agers’ bargaining agency, the au- 
thors required individual signatures 
of managers when the basic agree- 
ment was revised and extended, 
which may explain the musicians’ 
stance. 

Usually theatre unions ask for 
more than they expect to get, one 
instance being the stagehands, who 
sought a 15% tilt and settled for 
8%. Reports on wage ceilings from 
Washington set 15% as the maxi- 
mum boost, which may affect the 
musicians’ demands. Deckhands 
claim their pay raise should be re- 
troactive to Feb. 1, managers refus- 
ing, but the issue has not been 
settled yet. 


2-A-DAY BURLEY 
IDEA NOW COLD 


Proposed opposition to ‘Star and 
Garter,’ summer click at the Music 
Box, N. Y., has been called off. Plan 
was to present a musical along bur- 
lesque show lines at the Ambassador, 
with a pop scale and a two-a-day 
policy. Equity was concerned be- 
cause such a show might affect the 
run chances of ‘Garter,’ thereby af- 
fecting the employment of its mem- 
bers. It would also have been an 
incursion on Equity’s eight-perform- 
ance weekly regulation. 

Other unions wanted to know 
what it was all about, too, and a 
meeting of officers of those outfits 
was scheduled until informed that 
the burley show was off. I. H. Herk, 
who operated the Gaiety until bur- 
lesque was ! anned by city authori- 
ties, was named as being interested 
ian the Ambassador idea, house hav- 
ing been a legiter. Shuberts were 
also supposed to be interested. 

J. J. Shubert, who tried out ‘Cock- 
tails—Five to Seven’ recently in De- 
troit, tricked up the show with a 
stripper, but moved it to Chicago, 
N. Y. date not being set. “The Merry 
Widow,’ which he is reviving in De- 
troit, was slated for Broadway, but 
that is hardly certain as the ‘Widow’ 
is currently in revival at Carnegie 
Hall 








Gerard Offered Backing 
For N.Y. Burley Shows 


Hollywood, July 21. 


Summoned to N. Y. by a financial 
group eager to back him in a New 
York burlesque venture, Barney 
Gerard leaves today (Tuesday) to go 
Over the proposition with them. For 
more than 20 years Gerard was con- 
sidered the top burley producer on 
both the Columbia and Empire 
wheels, 

Gerard, known in those days for 
his refined type of burley shows, 
would eliminate the strip and other 
objectionable elements from his plan 
of presentation. 





Uncle Sam Comes First 


Oakland, Cal., July 21. 
Charles Vance, director of the 
little theatre at Stanford University, 
will launch a new play, ‘Daisies on 
the Cartracks,’ by Alladine Bell, 
but will not see the first perform- 
ance on July 22. He is being in- 
aucted into the Army on that day. 








Premieres 


(July 22-Aug. 1) 





‘Malice Domestic,’ drama by Reg- 
inald Denham and Edward Percy, 
Stony Creek (Conn.) Summer the- 
atre (20-25). 


‘Keep Your Distance,’ farce by 
Ivan Tors, Del Monte (Cal.) theatre 
(21-25). 


‘Pearl Harbor,’ play by Shirland 
Quin, at Deal (N.J.) theatre (23-27. 


‘The Duenna,’ rewrite by Arthur 
Sircom of Richard Brinsley Sheri- 
dan’s comic opera, with score by Al- 
fred Reynolds, Cape playhouse, 
Dennis, Mass. (27-1). 


‘No Boys Allowed,’ by Edith Sum- 
mers, at Barter theatre, Abingdon, 
Va. (30-1). 


SUMMER PLAY 
TESTS DOWN 
TO 40 


With the number of summer 
stocks approximately half of that 
of last year, it was assumed that 
there would be fewer new plays 
tried out in the hideaways. Count 


at this time places this Summer's 
tryout flock in the sticks at 40, 
which is less than 40% of 1941, when 
the strawhat season saw 104 new 
shows of one kind or another. 

Percentage of Broadway possibili- 
ties developed in the country spots 
is notoriously low and there is no 
indication that, because of the re- 
duced total, the quality of the new 
scripts will be better. There are half 
a dozen new shows being shown for 
the first time in the rural show- 
shops this week. Four were trotted 
out last week, with observers re- 
porting they weren’t worthwhile for 
Broadway production. 


EILEEN’ AT $1.65 TOP 
IN LARGER N. Y. HOUSE 


Max Gordon is following the same 
policy with ‘My Sister Eileen’ in 
N. Y., at the Biltmore as he did in 
several spots out of town. Comedy 
will move Monday (27) to the Beck, 
which has about 200 seats more, 
mostly on the lower floor, and the 
top will be dropped from $3.30 to 
$1.65. Gross, which dropped to 
around $7,000 at the Biltmore, is 
expected to improve. ‘Eileen’ may 
go to the road for a time in the 
fall, although the picture version is 
slated for release in October. 

Chicago company of _ ‘Eileen’ 
toured to the Coast last season 
played a repeat date in San Fran- 
cisco at $1.65, then returned to Chi- 
cago at the same top. Boston cur- 
rently has ‘Eileen’ at the same pop 
scale, that also being a _ repeat. 
Manager successfully pulled the 
same stunt with ‘The Women.’ 

Will give N.Y. two long-run shows 
at $1.65, ‘Claudia’ being a current 
repeat at the St. James. 

















Washington, July 21. 


‘My Sister Eileen,’ Boston com- 


pany, will gamble with the Wash- | 


heat and come here fer a 
mid-summer engagement, opening 
August 17. Comedy will play at 
$1.50 top and is in for two weeks, 
with an extension possible if busi- 
ness warrants. National theatre has 
no cooling system, relying upon fans 
to waft the heat out of the audi- 
torium. 


ington 





Edna Bruns’ Comeback 

Edna Bruns, wife of Francis Wil- 
son, first president of Actors Equity, 
emerged from retirement this week 
to appear in a revival of ‘The 
Guardsman’ with the Hilltop thea- 
tre, which is operating this summer 
at the Vagabond theatre, Baltimore. 
Making her stage debut in the same 


production is her daughter, Margalo | 
Wilson, whose husband of a month, | tougher and tougher, 


Jcel Ashley, is also in the cast 


Coe Glade for Gallo 


Washington, July 21. 
The San Carlo Opera Co. of For- 
tune Gallo will open the week of 
Aug. 7 at the Watergate here with 
‘Carmen, with Coe Glade starred. 
Other operas, all to be conducted 
by Angelo Canarutto, will be ‘Aida,’ 





‘Trovatore, ‘Pagliacci,’ ‘Cavalleria 
Rusticana,’ ‘Rigoletto,’ ‘Boheme,’ 
‘Faust.’ 





Am. Theatre Wing 
Plans ‘Lunch Hr. 
Follies Circuit 


‘Lunch Hour Follies’ unit for 
which the American Theatre Wing 
began registering talent yesterday 
(Tuesday) will be in the nature of a 
demonstration group to sell the idea 
of noontime entertainment for their 
workers to war production plant 
heads. Wing hopes to have the ini- 
tial unit touring on a six-days-a- 
week basis in about three weeks. 

Appropriation of $10,000 has been 
made by the Wing to finance its 
show-window troupe. All the talent 
will be paid by the ATW. Their 
performances will not cost the plants 
anything, but the idea is that the 
management will be so pleased by 
the results that they’l! be willing to 
pay for future troupes. 

In that way the Wing hopes to 
build up an entirely new kind of 
circuit—a show biz in heretofore 
completely untapped territory. At- 
tempts will be made to sell huge 
firms that are making tremendous 
profits on war production the idea of 
having a unit entertain weekly or 
even daily. How often any particular 
plant wants a performance would be 
entirely up to it, but there are un- 
limited possibilities for a tremen- 
dous circuit, employing a huge num- 
ber of actors. 

A few trial performances have al- 
ready been given and, as expected, 
revealed bugs that must be ironed 
out before the ATW can go ahead on 
a large scale. Most of the difficul- 
ties are minor, however. They cen- 
ter primarily upon type of material 
to be presented. Because of the pre- 
dominantly legit background of the 
people in the Wing, a revue form of 
show is favored. Shows presented 
so far have contained much new and 
special material. 

Actors are to be paid at least the 
Equity minimum of $50 weekly, but 
indications are that the remunera- 
tion will at least double that figure, 
as the manufacturers of war mate- 
rials are known to be willing to have 
a fixed charge set for diversion for 
their employees. Showmen have ex- 
pressed themselves as favoring more 
than a minimum pay for actors in 





entertainers have and are giving 
enough gratis effort for men in the 
armed forces. 

There will be between 10 and 12 
players in each unit. Call has been 
issued for singers, dancers, come- 
dians, m.c.s, monologists, jugglers 
and magicians, and_ registrations 
have been going on at the Lyceum 
theatre. Kermit Bloomgarden is in 
general charge, 


Moss Hart has been particularly 
interested in the ‘Lunch Hour Fol- 
lies’ plan and has been working on 
it. It has been operating success- 
| fully in England for about a year and 
a half, although with government 
| backing and little or no cost to in- 
|dividual plants. In addition to the 
|noontime shows, British troupes per- 
| form also in the evening and middle 
of the night—or whatever hour 
‘lunchtime’ happens to be for three- 
shift workers—and a similar exten- 
|sion of the American plan later may 
be made. 


MPLS. MUNY AUD MUST 
STALL JULY PAYROLL 


Minneapolis, July 21. 

The war, which has caused the loss 
of a number of shows and other 
bookings, is blamed for the munic- 
ipal auditorium’s six month operat- 
ing deficit which caused O. J. Turner, 
city comptroller, to hold up July 
payrolls and bills. 











half of 1942 was only $37,735 and the 
estimate for the final six months is 





$23.500 because the gvuing is getting 
according to 
manager George Adams. It’s not only 


Auditorium income for the first | 


} 


More Shows, Higher Grosses On 


B'way in Comparison with July, ‘41 





Marta Abba in Strawhat 


Cleveland, July 21. 
Marta Abba, former legit star in- 
ternationally known for her por- 


trayals of Pirandello roles, is re- 
turning to the stage again for the 
second time since her marriage to 
revive Pirandello’s ‘Right You Are 
If You Think You Are,’ at Cain 
Park’s strawhatter tomorrow (Wed.). 
Last season she revived Sardou’s 
‘Divorcons,’ her first footlight ap- 
pearance since her tour in ‘Tovar- 
ich.’ She withdrew from the theatre 
after marrying Severence Millikin, 
Cleveland millionnaire socialite. 


GRACE MOORE 
DELAYS NEW 
MGR. PACT 


Grace Moore will probably not 
sign a managerial contract with S. 
Hurok for the coming concert and 
operatic season and, if she does, 
it will not be until after the first 
of January, 1943. The Met soprano 
has been booking herself through 


James A. Davidson, her business 
manager, amd Jean Dalrymple, her 
personal representative, and thus 
far without the aid of a manager 
with an organization has snapped 
precedent in that she is booked solid 
to the first of the year. 

Miss Moore, beside her appear- 
ances with the Chicago, Montreal, 
and Metropolitan opera companies, 
has four Telephone hour programs 
and several symphony orchestra ap- 
pearances, such as the Rochester 
Symphony with Jose Iturbi conduct- 
ing. Miss Moore is the first major 
artist in a number of decades to 
manage herself and should she suc- 
ceed in equaling her last year’s total 
of well over $150,000 with Columbia 
Concerts Corp., it may lead other 
major artists to do likewise. 


COAST'S LATIN REVUE 
WITH INT’L TALENTS 


Los Angeles, July 21. 
Senorita,’ new Latin 
starring 

















‘See, See, 


American musical revue, 
Joaquin Garay, Mexican 
comedian, and featuring talent from 
Cuba, Panama, Venezuela, Brazil, 
Argentina, Chile and Spain, will be 
presented at the Lobero Theatre, 
Santa Barbara, Aug. 26-29, as the 
1942 Fiesta show, under direction of 
Charles Pressley. 

Since outdoor activities of the old 
Spanish Days celebration have been 
curtailed by military restrictions, it 
is planned to make the Lobero revue 
the most colorful indoor production 
in the history of Fiestas in Santa 
Barbara. 

New 


singing 


musical numbers to be in- 
for the first time in America, are 
‘Praca Onze,’ hit of the 1942 carni- 
val in Rio de Janeiro; ‘Muna Sangan- 
fimba,’ current Afro-Cubano hit by 
Havana composer Luciano Pozo: “Tus 
Andares,’ Venezuelan paso doble by 
Lorenzo Herrera, who won favor 
with his orchestra at the N. Y. 
World’s Fair; ‘Diana la Rumbera,’ 
new Mexican hit, and ‘Chui, Chui, 
Chow,’ Chilean sheepherder’s song. 


Patrons at performances will re- 
ceive ‘goodwill’ favors from various 
Latin republics. Santa Barbara so- 
ciety groups will take turns serving 
Brazilian coffee, Mexican chocolate 
and Argentine mate during inter- 
missions. 








because attractions are becoming 
fewer, but also because of many 
more demands for the building’s free 
use in connection with war cam- 
paigns, etc., he says. 

The city council is being asked to 
take $3,000 from the city’s current 
expense fund to pay July debts and 
a deficit of approximately $600. 





Summer's new clicks have pepped 
up Broadway. Not only are there 
more shows on the legit list than 
last year, but the grosses are far 
higher. Also the new successes are 
proving a life-saver for the ticket 
agencies. Last July at this time, 
there were 12 shows in all. Up to 
last Saturday (18) there were 16, 
plus two vaudeville shows in legit 
theatres. One musical leader (‘Let's 
Face It’) suspended for four weeks 
ana this Saturday (25) a vaude 
troupe (Ed Wynn’s ‘Laugh, Town, 
Laugh’) stops, but there still will be 
25% more shows operating than 
July, 1941. 

There are five current shows get- 
ting higher grosses than anything 
lighted last summer, when ‘Panama 
Hattie’ was tops with takings around 
$22,000. It is true that last summer 
saw no such theatrical activity and 
it i. natural for new hits to outdraw 
run shows. 


‘This Is the Army’ is currently .ut 
in front by a mile with better than 
$47,500; ‘Stars On Ice’ approximates 
$30,000; ‘By Jupiter’ is rated around 
$25,000; ‘Star and Garter’ over $24,- 
000; ‘Sons O’ Fun,’ while off, is 
around the $23,000 mark, and before 
it laid off ‘Face It’ tucked in a week 
of better than $24,000—the sixth 
show to have drawn better than last 
season’s leader at the same time of 
summer. 

The figures hardly jibe with the 
idea that show business is loggy. 
First two weeks of the month saw 
declining grosses, which is always 
true of July, and a record heat 
wave late last week and early this 
week didn’t help any, especially for 
shows which played Sunday (19). 

Early Productien Activity 

There is distinctly more produc- 
tion activity now than a year ago, 
although hardly a heap of it. Early 
Starting by managers may be partly 
credited to the uncertainty of getting 
production materials later on, it hav- 
ing been intimated that new shows 
should reach the boards before war 
priorities intrude in the situation. 
Outlook is that some shows which 
are now casting will start rehearsals 
any day and others by mid-August, 
with openings likely to start soon 
after Labor Day. 

Two musicals will be among the 
early arrivals, ‘Beat the Band’ 
(George Abbott) and ‘Count Me In’ 
(Shuberts), which was the Catholie 
University (Washington) show. 
‘Janie’ (Brock Pemberton) is ready 
to get going; ‘Strip for Action’ (Os- 
car Serlin, Lindsay and Crouse) is 
almost in shape to start; “V for Vickie’ 
(which brings Frank Mandel 
back to Broadway) is also nearly 
set; ‘The Pirate,’ with the Lunts 
(Playwrights), starts rehearsals Aug. 
15 and will tour prior to Broadway. 
‘Talking to You,’ one of Saroyan’s 
short plays is casting; ‘Franklin 
Street’ (Max Gordon) will prob- 
ably be his starter in early fall; ‘Let 
Fieedom Ring’ is announced around 
Sept. 1; ‘On the Cuff,’ a vaude-revue, 
is due in early and the first flock 


of new plays may also include 
‘Challenge,’ ‘Winter Soldiers,’ “The 
Incredible Woodhill,’ all straight 


plays, plus ‘Cocktails, Five to Seven’ 
(musical) now in Chicago. 

Chris Dunphy, formerly of Para- 
mount, who is now with the War 
Production Board, visited New York 
Monday (20), lunched with several 
Broadway producers and went over 


| the priority and transportation situ- 
troduced in ‘See, See, Senorita,’ some 


ation as outlined last week. 

League of New York Theatres 
called a special meeting of the en- 
tire membership for today (22), 
managers to be advised to order now 


| . . 
| the materials needed for productions, 


even if their shows will not be pre- 
sented early in the new season. 





Gloria Swanson Big B.O. 


Indications are that Gloria Swan- 
son, in ‘Reflected Glory, will be 
among the top money players in the 
summer stock theatres. Recently at 
the Cambridge, Mass., 500-seater, she 
grossed $3700, claimed to be top 
money there. Former film star is 
appearing under terms which call 
for a guarantee of $1,200 weekly, 
plus percentage over an even break 
for the house. 

Miss Swanson is touring as a unit 
attraction, there being six people in 
the ‘Glory’ troupe. On the strength | 
of her showing at Cambridge she has 
been booked into Boston proper at 
the Majestic. Showing last week at 
the Garden Pier, Atlantic City, was 
only fair because of the boardwalk 
dimout. 
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Heat Clips Bway, But Clicks Hold Up; 
‘Army’ $47,000, ‘Ice’ 306, ‘Garter’, 246 





Torrid weather over the weekend 
socked the bexoffices, but the new 
leaders held to excellent money. 
Gradual recovery from the early 
July slump is expected, with the 
number of summer visitors to N. Y. 
taking a jump last week. The ‘Army’ 
has the cedecsio cinched, but the 
other fresh clicks are up in the big 
money, too. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

Angel Street,’ Golden (32d week) 
(D-789; $3.30). Imported meller 
making goodly stay of it; getting 
moderate money, but should improve 
and will likely stay into fall period; 
$8,000 again estimated. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(78th week) (CD-383; $3.30). Also 
approximately the same or a few 
hundred under $9,500; still not bad 
for hit at this stage of run. 

‘Blithe Spirit, Booth (37th week) 
(CD-712: $3.30). Rated close to 
$9,000 level and is profitable; reaches 
300th performance Thursday (23) or 
better than six months; cast takes 
vacation next week and Mondays 
will be out through August. 

‘By Jupiter,” Shubert (7th week) 
(M-1,325; $4.40). Is among the sum- 
mer winners and getting big money, 
though not selling out; estimated 
around $25,000. 

‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (37th week) 
(CD-1,004: $3.30). Now on _ three 
matinees weekly basis, Mondays be- 
ing dropped for summer; rated 
around $10,000, which is best money 
for straight plays. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (140th 
week) (C-1,082; $3.30). Not likely to 
drop any further and last week saw 
a slight betterment, with takings 
better than $9,500; real coin for run 
show. > 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (38th 
week) (M-1,450; $4.40). After last 
Saturday (18) company went on va- 
tion for a month and is due tg re- 
sume Aug. 17; perked up and grs%ssed 
$24,200. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (82d 
week) (CD-891; $3.30). Around $7,000 
again; will move to larger capacity 
Beck next Monday, when top will 
be reduced to $1.65. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (33d 
week) (CD-1,519; $4.40). Former list 
leader still making some money, with 
gross estimated around $23,000 level; 
show went to Buffalo Monday (20) 
for Army benefit performance. 

‘Star and Garter,’ Music Box (4th 
week) (R-991; $4.40). Grossed more 
than seating capacity, with the count 
around $24,000, which — indicates 
otandees. 

‘Stars on Ice,’ Center (1st week) 
(M-3,000; $1.65). Not far from ca- 
pacity all performances; skating 
revue real summer success in Radio 
City; that spot and low prices ac- 
count for popularity; topping $30,000. 

‘Uncle Harry,’ Broadhurst (8th 
week) (D-1,142; $3.30). Dropped, 
but is said to have bettered even 
break and intention is to stay 
through summer; $7,300 quoted. 


ADDED 
‘This Is the Army,’ Broadway (2d 
week) (R-1,942; $4.40). So big is de- 
mand for tickets that date has been 
extended four to eight weeks; got 
$47,589; no gross like that in many 
years. 


‘Claudia,’ St. James (return en- 
gagement) (8th week) (C-1,520; 
$1.65). Going along to moderate 


money and turning some profit at 
around $8,000; came back for few re- 
peat weeks and sticking. 


VAUDE-REVUES 

‘Laugh, Town, Laugh,’ Alvin (1,- 
357; $2.20). Final and fifth week for 
Straight vaudeville outfit; was get- 
ting $17,000 and better, but slipped 
under $11,500 last week. 

‘Priorities of 1942,’ 46th St. (17th 
week ) (1.347; $2.20). Weekend mat- 
inee business scorched by heat wave, 
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but nights alright; slipped under 
$14,000. 
REVIVALS 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic (26th 
week) (M-1,774; $2.75). Hot weather 
hurt this unusually successful re- 
vival; around $13,500, but should 
come back and play into new season. 

‘The Merry Widow,’ Carngie Hall 
(ist week) (M-2,760; $2.20). Opened 
middle of last week; got fairly good 
press, but weather hurt; should play 
couple of weeks. 


HEAT WILTS CH 
LADIES’ OFF 
TO $12.00 


Chicago, July 21. 

Thermometer sizzled up to 100 last 
week and the legit grosses wilted. 
Even the stalwart ‘Good Night La- 
dies’ was unable to offset the pull- 
down of the super-heat. 

‘Cocktails, 5 t o7,’ opened Sunday 
(19) in the Erlanger and hopes to get 
coin on the reported spiciness of its 
plot and the undraped epidermis of 
its femmes. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Good Night Ladies,’ Blackstone 
(14th week) (1,200; $2.75). Buckled 
a bit under the 100-degree heat, but 
still a money-maker at: $12,000. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (9th 
week) (1,000; $1.65). Dipped in the 
heat and touched under $6,000, which 
is getting a little too close for mana- 
gerial comfort. 


Coast ‘Blackouts’ Can’t 
See Light at $8,000; 
‘Father’ 1506, 15 Wks. 


Hollywood, July 21. 

‘Blackouts of 1942,’ offshoot of the 
vaude cycle, posted estimated $8,000 
in its fourth week at the El Capitan, 
which just about cuts the nut. Pro- 
motion of Ken Murray and Billy 
Gilbert has been breaking around 
that figure since opening, with little 
prospect of building into coupon 
clipper. 

Hollywood Music Box finally went | 
dark after 15 weeks of ‘Life With | 
Father.’ Final stanza polled approx- | 
imately $9,500 and sent the run total 
soaring to just under $150,000, which | 
spelled plenty profit. Company 
disbanded until September and then 
trails east to pick up what loose 
coin is still laying around. | 


‘SWEETHEARTS’ GOOD | 
$12,000 IN L’VILLE 
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Louisville, July 21. | 

Victor Herbert’s ‘Sweethearts,’ sec- | 
ond week’s attraction at the Iroquois | 
Amphitheatre, was a success both | 
artistically and financially. Weather | 
all during the week was flirting with | 
the 90’s and the cool setting for the | 
summer shows proved inviting for | 
a large number of the town’s show | 
patrons. No performances were lost | 
on account of rain and an additional | 
show was added Sunday (19), with | 
the gross estimated at $12,000. 
The Herbert piece gave fine op- 
portunity for Bob Lawrence and 
Nancy McCord to score hits with 
their singing. Bulk of the comedy 
was handled by Billy Kent, who reg- | 
istered. Jack Sheehan, Rolfe Sedan | 
and Rollin Bauer had a field day in | 
the number ‘Pilgrims of Love.’ and 
Jack Sheehan got over with ‘I Don’t | 
Know How I Do It?’ 


Billie Burke, $10,500, 
Holding Up in Detroit 


Detroit, July 21. 

In its second week at the Cass, the 
Shuberts’ new musical, ‘Cocktails, 5 
to 7,’ held at about the same level as 
the first week’s figure. However, 
the estimated $12,500 wasn’t bad in 
view of local heat wave plus show 
being in revision. It moved on to 
the Erlanger, Chicago, and was re- 
placed Sunday night by a revival of 
‘The Merry Widow,’ starring Muriel 
Angelus, also set to move on to 
Chicago. 

Billie Burke, in ‘The. Vinegar 
Tree,’ continues to be a standout, 
holding up to approximately $10,500 
in its fourth week at the Lafayette 
at a $1.50 top. Comedy may stretch 
it out for another month at the pop- 














Strawhat Review 


Don’t Wake the Baby 


New Milford, Conn., July 18. 
Farce in three acts by William Blatt; 
staged by Elizabeth Miele; setting by Barry 
Mansfield; presented by and at Theatre-in- 











the-Dale, New Milford, Conn., July 15-18; 
$1.10 top. 

Herbert Slippin......... ....Herbert Evers 
Avia Yoat.cccccccccccseecss Yvonne Bergere 
WOME. oo ccc ccttéVecroessvect ccs. Spgull 
John Ringrose...+..cee++« Hudson Faussett 
GeOre....ccessccccsseecessres Hubert Long 
McVickery.....- Te Pe ee me 
THhENMA. 0... cccccccccevess Jeraldine Dvorak 
Sabina Ringrose.....++....esee0: Eda Reiss 
PIO . v.54. bh cvecccaecoeee John Baragrey 





‘Don’t Wake the Baby’ was writ- 
ten by a Boston lawyer. Perhaps it 
will be well for all concerned if he 
just puts this one back in the brief- 
case. Before a court of critical play 
judges the author would probably 
be found guilty of ineptly trying to 
impersonate a playwright. Funniest 
line connected with the staging of 
this weak sister came not in the play 
itself, but after the break-in, when 
the author, who had endured the 
audience reaction for a couple of 
hours, remarked that he felt as 
though he had just given birth to a 
grand piano. 

Play was originally conceived as 
a mystery farca—the mystery, of 
course, being how the opus ever got 
beyond the status of a one-acter. As 
such, it might be mildly entertain- 
ing for amateur groups, but attempt- 
ing to spread its thin plot over a 
full three acts is like trying to spread 
an ‘A’ gas ration book over a cross- 
country tour. k 

In justice to the play itself, it 
should be recorded that it was not 
given a helpful tryout, due to faulty 
casting and mediocre acting, but it’s 
doubtful if the pick of Equity could 
salvage anything substantial out of 
this script. Only semblance of sat- 
isfactory thesping was turned in by 
Hudson Faussett, in the comedy 
lead, plus a bit of Jeraldine Dvorak 
as a Polish maid. Bone, 





Play on Broadway 


THE MERRY WIDOW 





(REVIVAL) 

Operetta in two acts, presented by Joseph 
S. Tushinsky and Hans Batrsch for limited 
engagement at Carnegie Hall, N.Y., opening 
July 15, °42; features Helen Gleason, Wil- 


bur Evans, Felix Knight, Eddie Garr; book, 
Victor Leon and Leo Stein; music, Franz 
Lehar; English lyrics, Adrian Ross; music 
director, Joseph S. Tushinsky; artistic su- 
pervisor, Richard Eichberg; production 


staged by John Pierce; 
Felix Brentano; $2.20 top. 


book directed by 





Bt, BricaWO< i. Fe cceces Michael Fitzmaurice 
PIGRGINO «0.65655 OKs Shs eHORS Elizabeth Houston 
Camille de Jolidon............ Felix Knight 
CBBCOAR . oc secccncccces -George Mitchell 
OIA. ccccccvccccccccccesesvesss Elaine Ellis 
Novakovich...cccccccesess+s Neil Fitzgerald 
Khadja..wccccccccecsecess Roy M. Johnston 
DRUM s 5.b.c.0 no h0.669 60000666446 06004 John Cherry 
Baron Popoff...ccccccscsscescess Eddie Garr 
Sonia (The Merry Widow)...Helen Gleason 
Prince Danilo....rceccscccces Wilbur Evans 
Madam Khadja...seces é....Harriet Borger 
Head Waiter....cccesscoesese--Carl Nelson 
OD. WO iion os-aks 60 scenseecneese Diana Corday 
Premier Dancer.....ceccccccses Peter Birch 





For the more captious, perhaps, 
this revival of ‘The Merry Widow’ 


| might seem too suggestive of a by- 


gone theatrical era that has long 
since been looked upon as corn en- 
tertainment. But the Messrs. Tu- 
shinsky and Barton, who recently 
initiated the revival of operettas at 
Carnegie Hall, can be well assured 


{that the ‘corn’ appellation is no re- 


flection on this revival’s entertain- 
ment values. For ‘The Merry 
Widow,’ in its metamorphosis from 
operetta to what might now be called 
musical comedy, is still a pleasurable 
show that retains its greatest zest in 
Franz Lehar’s music. The manage- 
ment might well extend the presen- 
tation’s scheduled two weeks. 


It’s a question whether several of 


jthe present-day idioms inserted in 


the book have proved advantageous 


|from an artistic standpoint, but their 


provocation of laughter, however, is 
apparently a truer gauge. 

Featured are Helen Gleason, who 
was in the Tushinsky-Bartsch open- 
er, ‘Chocolate Soldier’ with Allan 
Jones; Wilbur Evans, Felix Knight 
and Eddie Garr. Miss Gleason, star 
of the Met Opera, was in her usually 
fine voice opening night in the title 
part, as were Evans, as Prince 
Danilo, and Knight, in the tenor part 
of de Jolidon. 

Of the Lehar music, ‘Vilia’ still re- 
tains its beauty as done by Miss 
Gleason, with the peak being 
reached, of course, in the duet of 
‘The Merry Widow Waltz’ in the last 
act by Miss Gleason and Evans. 
‘Maxim’s,’ of course, is still the out- 
standing male solo as done of Evans’ 
fine baritone. 

Performances are almost all uni- 
formly well done, with Evans in par- 
ticular making a dashing, handsome 
Danilo, with Miss Gleason looking 
attractive. Knight’s tenor is at times 
inclined to be edgy and his acting is 
stiff, while Garr, as Baron Popoff, 
does about everything in his theatri- 
cal interpolations but revive Jeeter 
Lester. 


Production is rather unostenta- 





priced theatre. 


‘ 


tious, but serving the needs. Per- 
farmance’s pace is brisk. Naka. 





Roland Hayes Incident 
Is Widely Publicized 


Calhoun, Ga., July 21. 

Dispute between Roland Hayes, 
Negro concert singer, and police of 
Rome, Ga., is receiving extensive 
coverage from newspapers and radio 
in this area. There’s little editorial- 
izing, but the incident is getting 
plenty of space. 

Hayes, a native Georgian, who 
spends his summers resting at his 
farm nearby, claims he was beaten 
and he and his wife jailed after she 
had been ejected from a Rome shoe 
store. Mrs. Hayes, who had gone to 
the store to buy a pair of shoes for 
her daughter, is said to have refused 
to move from a seat in the front 
of the establishment to one in the 
rear. 

Charles I. Harris, Rome police 
chief, denies that Hayes was beaten. 


Transportation, 
Too Few Stars 
Hit Zoo Opera 


Cincinnati, July 21. 

Staggering on through the worst 
financial season in its 20-year his- 
tcry the Cincinnati Zoo Opera Co. is 
entering its fourth week with the 
very strong possibility that the com- 
pany may have to close operations 
for the year if receipts do not pick 
up. Financial returns to date have 
been, close to 25% under last sea- 
son, when a= small profit was 
made. 


Inability of some patrons from 
suburban districts to drive to the 
opera has cut attendance as well 
as the operatic Frankenstein built 
up during the past half dozen geasons 
of having Metropolitan stars 
studded in every cast. In the 
interests of economy this season the 
company gave performances with 
one or two or even three Met stars, 
filling in lesser roles with lesser 
known personalities, but Cincinnati 
refused to go for the smaller fry 
and so far has stayed away in: 








4 droves. Even the performances with 


Giovanni Martinelli, a Cincinnati 
favorite for three decades, have 
failed to draw capacity houses and 
the rosy dreams of a tour are be- 
ing abandoned while the company 
heads are struggling to keep above 
water and be able to finish the sea- 
son within the sums laid aside for 
possible loss. 


NO BEECHAM 
OPERA IN FALL 


Montreal, July 21. 

Sir Thomas Beecham’s proposed 
season of grand opera at His Ma- 
jesty’s theatre here Sept. 15-27 has 
been canceled so as not to be op- 
position to Desire Defrere and Wil- 
fred Pelletier, who open another 
season with most of the Met stars 
signed. Sir Thomas is understood’ 
not to have desired to risk financial 
loss in competing with better known 
artists. 


He was scheduled to present 
‘Seraglio, ‘Don Giovanni,’ ‘Tosca,’ 
‘Barber of Seville,’ ‘Werther’ and 
‘Romeo et Juliet.’ 











Menuhin at Stadjum 











A capacity audience jammed Lew- 
isohn Stadium Monday (20) to hear 
Yehudi Menuhin make his only ap- 
pearance of the year. The violinist 
was in top form and his playing of 
the Beethoven Violin Concerto in D 
Major was superb. His former 
golden tone, impeccable bowing and 
clean cut cadenzas were present 
as well as an overwhelming flow of 
warmth, The occasional slight devia- 
tions from pitch were more than 
compensated for by the brilliance of 
the execution. Menuhin’s subse- 
quent numbers included the Saint- 
Saens ‘Havanaise’ and the brilliant 
Sarasate ‘Gypsy Airs’ with all the 
florid effects and brilliant cadenzas 
set forth in true virtuoso style. 


Efrem Kurtz conducted Rossini’s 
‘La Gazza Ladra’ overture and new 
works by Dai-Keong-Lee and Khat- 
chaturian with brilliance of style 
and marked feeling. 


Play Hub Symph 
And Ear Grief, 
AFM Warning 


Washington, July 21, 

Constitution Hall, historic home of 
the D.A.R. and Washington's princi- 
pal stage for concert and recital at- 
traction, may become involved in the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra union 
tangle. Management has been in- 
formally notified that if it books 
Koussevitsky symphonists from the 
Hub, union may bar membership 
from playing there. This action 
would jeopardize the 27 concerts of 
the National Symphony Orchestra 
and other recital attractions already 
booked. Management has deferred a 
decision until Carnegie Hall acts 
upon warning that Boston non- 
unionists must not play there under 
threat of union interdiction. 

Boston Symphony Orchestra, un- 
der its Henry L. Higginson endow- 
ment, is committed to remaining a 
non-union musical group. Union’s 
contention is that the dead hand of. 
the past is guiding policy and that 
endowment should be required to 
meet today’s enonomic conditions. 


CLEVE. SYMPH'S 
EXTRA WEEK 


Cleveland, July 21. 

An extra week of pop concerts 
have been added to the four-week 
schedule of 12 concerts of the 
Cleveland Symphony Orchestra, 
beginning tonight, along with the 
announcement that the pop series 
will be repeated in 1943. 

The first nine concerts this year 
attracted 48,960 fans while 46,645 
people attended last year. The 
current season will have 15 concerts 
with a total expected attendance of 
at least 80,000. 

Wednesday’s (22) performance is 
for the benefit of the Cleveland 
Orchestra’s pension fund with Her- 
man Adlar as guest conductor, Dr. 
Jerome Gross, local violinist and 
physician, and Thelma _ Votipka, 
Cleveland-born Metropolitan Opera 
singer, will be other guest stars. 
Friday night’s program will spot- 
light the two-piano music of Mario 
Braggiotti and Walter Shaw who is 
replacing Jacques Fray, now in the 
Army. 

Dr. Rudolph Ringwall, conductor, 
will be host to Dr. Artur Rodzinski 
for the final program Saturday. Dr. 
Rodzinski, conductor of the Sym- 
phony during its winter season, will 
return to the podium from his Stock- 
bridge, Mass., summer retreat long 
enough to play the Jerome Kern 
‘Show Boat’ fantasy. Sylvia Zarem- 
ba, 1l-year-old child pianist, will be 
a repeat guest soloist. 

Miskell: and Sutton handling con- 
cert arrangements. 


ROBIN HOOD DELL GETS 
34,750 PAYEES ON WEEK 


Philadelphia, July 21. 

Robin Hood Del chalked up the 
best attendance record in its 13-year 
history last week. A total of 34,750 
paying customers checked in at the 
turnstiles for the five concerts. Pre- 
vious record was week ending July 
25, 1941, with 29,500 patrons. 

Top attendance of last week was 
12,000 for pop concert with Alec 
Templeton Thursday. Marian Ander- 
son drew 11,500 Monday. Other fig- 
ures were: All-Russian program, 
5,500; ‘Symphonic Master Works’, 
3,500, and ‘Philadelphia Finds’ pro- 
gram, 2,250. 


Eileen,’ Good $8,000, 
Sticking in Boston 


Boston, July 21. 
‘Eileen,’ scheduled to close here 
last week in its eighth stanza, will 
now play until Aug. 8. 

Estimates for Last Week : 
‘My Sister Eileen,’ Colonial (1,600; 
$1.65). Still pulling well, heading 
for close to $8,000. sh 

‘Old Acquaintance,’ Majestic (1,- 
600; $1.65). With lean opening July 
14, perked up sufficiently to gross 
weak $5,000 through Sunday. Next 


























week, ‘Vinegar Tree.’ 
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Broadway 


It may be Captain Harry Richman 





goon. 
Alison Smith home after delicate 


skull operation. 
Margaret (Maggie) Schnebbe pain- 
fully hurt by fall at home, 
Extreme heat Monday folded many 
show biz offices at 4 in the afternoon. 


-oe Greenthal, UA ad-publicity 
ald den back from the Coast today 
(Wed.). 

Willie Harris almost knocked cold 
when socked on temple by trolley 
exit door. 

Wolfe Kaufman in town over 
weekend covering Broadway for 
Chicago Sun. 

Jack and Miriam Bertell to their 
upstate N. Y. farm ‘while there’s gas 
to travel with.’ 

George Jessel nixed Clifford C. 
Fischer's vaudery offer; prefers to 
remain on Coast. 

Julius (Dude) Harris out of hos- 

ital after arthritis and on job at 

mpire racetrack. 

Leon Spachner back with Ballet 
Russe, which will play bunch of 
Coast one-nighters. 

Lennie Bergman reported improv- 
ing at Post Graduate hospital after 
intestinal operation. 

Private Carl Laemmle, Jr., back 
with the Signal Corps at Astoria, 
after southern duty. 

Walter & O'Rourke, now in ‘Sons 
of Fun,’ head the new show at the 
Rainbow Room Aug. 5. 


Jake Wilk. eastern talent and story 
chief for Warner Bros., on a week’s 
quickie vacation to Canada. 

Betja Milskaya, diseuse, finishing 
an uncompleted fortnight’s commit- 
ment at Rainbow Room Aug. 5. 


Mario & Floria started doubling 
into the Waldorf’s Starlight Roof 
last night (Tues.) from Loew’s State. 


Dorothy Hall leased her Mamaro- 
neck estate at Orient Point and has 
rented a small place in Larchmont. 


I. Robert Broder off to Maine fof 
a one-week's rest; probably a build- 
up prior to his joining the Army be- | 
fore long. 

Danton Walker's medley of Broad- 
way chatter and politico prognosti- 
cations in his News column is a curi- 
ous blend. 

Edith Van Cleve. of Music Corp. of 
America, escorted Nancy Walker 
and Elliott Reid to the Coast to start 
their picture contracts. 


Robert Riskin’s intelligence work 
in Robert E. Sherwood’s branch is 
keeping the scenarist commuting be- 
tween N. Y. and D. C. 

Gasoline rationing now has road- 
houses worrying about getting ‘a 
connection, for bootlegging petrol, so 
as to supply customers. 

Phil Spitalny joining showmen 
Moe Gale, Ben Griefer. Lew Wal- 
ters et al. at Walter Jacobs’ Lake 
Tarleton Club in N. H. 

Laura D. Wilck set the legit pro- | 
duction deal for ‘Our First Murder’ | 
which Marion Gering is readying for 
next month with Zasu Pitts. | 

Carl Fisher, business manager of | 
‘This Is the Army.’ who only two} 
weeks ago was promoted to corporal, 
already upped again, this time to | 
sergeant. 

Jack Lait, editor of N. Y. Daily 
Mirror, a grandfather for the third 
time. Daughter, Mrs. Thomas Lee 
King. gave birth to a girl July 14 in 
Los Angeles, 

‘True Love Never,’ new comedy 
b: Luellyn Miller. gets a four-day 
tryout at Robert Elwyn’s theatre in 
Woodstock, N.Y. Authoress is 
Staffer at Movielife Mag. 

Arthur Pierson, legit actor-direc- 
tor and radio scripter, directing dia- 
log on ‘Follies Girl,’ William Row- 
land’s production for RKO release | 
being filmed in the east. 

Nitery bunch, especially on the 
management end, seems to qualify 
best for the Supply Branch service 








in the Army, having to do with 
commissary, equipment, etc. 
The femme War Bond _ salesgal 


with a portable phonograph playing 
‘Any Bonds Today?’ gets attention 
and produces results. She routes 
herself on the Times Sa. corners. 

Samuel Cohen, head of United 
Artists foreign ad-publicity, cele- 
brated 10 years he has been with 
the company on Aug. 3. It also 
marks his 23 years in the picture | 
industry. 

Claim of $4,151 made against Mar- 
lene Dietrich in N. Y. supreme court 
Suit by Lilly Dache, Inc., milliners, 
for articles specially designed and 
shipped Air Express to the film star 
in Hollywood. 


Edward Sherman serammed back 
to the Coast last week after setting | 
Abbott & Costello’s contracts with 
Camel cigarets, but returns early 
next month on his N. Y. vaude book- 
ing office matters. 


_Arthur Freed, Metro producer, 
Signed the following five red-headed 
models and showgirls to appear in 
DuBarry Was a Lady.’ Ruth Own- 
hey, Eve Whitney, Hazel Brooks, 
Mary Jane French and Jerrie Belk- 





(beginning January, 





ley. Girls report at the studio Aug. 3. 


Death of another newspaperman, | 
Edward Sullivan, of the old City | 


News Ass'n, and also announced on 
the air, proves again how people 
read and listen hurriedly. Many 
thought it referred to the very much 
—— Ed Sullivan, the News column- 
ist. 





Washington 


Warren William dancing on the 
Shoreham’s Terrace. 

Uline’s Ice Arena now a beer gar- 
den, with Jack Coffey’s band open- 
ing. 

Cross Roads orch, directed by 
Ralph Hawkins, beats the gas ration- 
ing by going to and from work on 
bicycles. 

Bernie Harrison, Times-Herald 
drama editor, trying for the Navy. 
Jay Carmody, drama editor of Star, 
scon responds to his draft call. 


Fordyce C. Minnick, ex-husband 
of Evelyn Tyner, the pianist, is new 
manager of Meridian hotel, which 
will house 600 femini: ~ war work- 
ers. 

Norman Bel-Geddes, famous de- 
signer of stage settings, has been 
making the rounds of the after dark 
spots after completing his official 
calls. 

Jitterbugs will have a night of it 
on July 23. Louis ‘Satchmo’ Arm- 
strong engages Charlie Barnet’s or- 
chestra in an outdoor battle of 
swing. 

Loretta Young chased out of her 
air-cooled suite at the Shoreham. 
Priorities. Treasury influence got 
her another to continue war bonds 
selling. 

Osgood Roberts, promotion man- 
ager of Mayflower hotel, who would 
always find the stars a room, goes 


into Navy as Lieutenant Com- 
mander. 

Ray Alvis, who is suing Mike 
Jacobs for a $40,000 cut on the 


Louis-Baer fight of 
ating the Walkathon 
Stadium. 

Eddie Plohn of National theatre 
had to go to New York. Milton 
Shubert had to come to Washington. 
So they swapped apartments, Eddie 
going to Essex House and Milton 
taking over the Plohn quarters at 
Hay-Adams here. 

Leo Brady of Catholic U, who 
wrote ‘Count Me In,’ musical which 
the Shuberts and Harry Kaufman 
plan to do on Broadway, has been 
called into the Army. So has Vic 
Orsinger of CU, who has been 
doubling on publicity for the uni- 
versity and the Little theatre. 

Bill Saroyan here Thursday night 
to see Catholic U’s production of his 
‘Jim Dandy. Says this revised 
musical will be one of the things he 
will show at the Saroyan theatre in 
New York. Also told interviewers 
he is working on a book that will 
take five years to complete, will be 
longer than Tolstoy’s ‘War and 
Peace.” Has 60,000 words of the 
marathon novel dane, but this he 
says will be no more than a first 
chapter. 


Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 


1941, is oper- 
at Riverside 


Lumiton inked comic Enrique Ser- 
rano. , 

Modesto Pasco to Mexico to set up 
Pan-Americana agency. , 

Laureano F. Giulfo named sales 
chief for new incie producing outfit 
A.D.A.P. 

Luis Goldstein. Joseph 
from interior tour. 

Jack Lustberg, U. S. 
formed new corporation for 


exhib here, 








London 


Len Young on his way back from 
Australia. 

Mrs. Phil Hyams is back from 
America after two years’ evacuation. 

‘The Women’ is being revived at 
the - theatre, Richmond, for one 
week, 

Capt. Henry Sherek has been 
transferred to London, which gives 
him a chance to be near show biz. 

Tex McLeod has sold his diamond 
rock for $4,000 to buy some cows to 
be added to his farm near Brighton. 


Evelyn Dall has reached the height 
of every American performer's am- 
bition. She has a flat in Park Lane. 

Tom Elder Hearn staging come- 
back to show biz, via revue. Has 
cast lined up, with Tamara Desni as 
starrer. 

Tom Arnold is reviving Oscar 
Hammerstein’s ‘Wild Violets,’ which 
was done at Drury Lane some eigli! 
years ago. 





Constance Cummings on six-week | 
tour to soldiers’ camps, and after that | 


starts rehearsing for lead in ‘Petri- 
tied Forest.’ 
Lieut. Leslie Fenton out of hos- 


pital and convalescent. Was inca- | 


pacitated during Commando raid on 
St. Nazaire. 

Embassy band and The Wooa- 
choppers are two new bands break- 


ing into vaudeville, both sponsored | 


by Oscar Rabin. 

After many years there is possi- 
bility Maurice Colleano family may 
break up, with Maurice to do double 
act with Elsie Bower, 


Hooliganism becoming rampant in | 


West End theatres, with young toughs 
trying to gate crash at theatres’ back 
entrances. Manager of Leicester 
Square theatre, who tried io siop 
bunch, was beaten up. 

Jack Bloomfield, former English 
light heavyweight, has 
Regal dance hall, which was once 
popular West End rendezvous before 
it received some minor blitzing dur- 
ing. attack on London last year. 

After turning down offer to star in 
Emile Littler’s ‘Belle of New York’ 


revival, Evelyn Laye exercised wom- | 


an’s prerogative and decided to ac- 
cept. Show tours sticks for several 
months, then comes to Coliseum or 
Stoll’s, Kingsway. 

New Herbert Farjeon revue due at 
the Ambassadors end of this month 
to be titled ‘Light and Shade.” In 
addition to writing the book, Farjeon 
is presenting the show in association 
with Lionel Falck. 


A revival of ‘Vintage Wine’ is set | 
for the West End after brief provin- | 
Charles Heslop, who de- | 


cial tour. 
serted the stage for radio for the past 
two years, appears in the role cre- 
ated by Sir Seymour Hicks. 

Firth Shepard has gone into the 
circus biz. Is now handling the AI- 
lied Circus, which is doing well in 
the sticks, and has paid Dennis & 
Murray. local 10%ers, $600 for re- 
lease of Tarzan, local chimp imper- 
sonator, aged 79, 

Owen Nares has his seventh lead- 
ing lady in ‘Rebecca,’ when Yvonne 
Qwen replaced Jill Furse July 11, 
latter retiring through illness. New- 
comer is only 18 and had been un- 
derstudying the child Babette in 


| ‘Watch on the Rhine.’ 


McCon- | 
| ville, Jr., and Charles Rosmarin back 


con- | 


struction of new houses in Parana | 


and Concordia. 

Luis Cesar Amadori started 
‘Bichon,’ based om French story, at 
Sono Film. 
ring, supported by Zullo Moreno 
a:.” Silvia Legrand. 

Zaires, inactive for past two 
months, signed Berta Singerman for 


| first screen appearance in ‘Cenizas 
ial Viento’ : 
\Film will be directed by Luis Sas- 
| lavsky. 


(Ashes to the Wind’). 


fango warbler Hugo del Carril, 
inked by EFA to three-year contract 
1943. Will do 
minimum of three films 


under similar terms. 


Atlantic City 


By Mildred Carter 
Helen Hoerle is publicity director 
of Garden Pier Theatre 
shows. 


| mander of the British Empire) medal | 
awarded him in the King’s birthday | 


Francisco Alvarez star- | 


Major T. R. Laughton, brother of 
Charles Laughton, former hotelier at 
Scarborough, is in charge of Gov- 
ernment formed National Service 


Hostel Corp., a Government under- | 


taking which controls largest chain 
of hostels in England. 

Will Fyffe donned a kilt on his visit 
to Buckingham Palace July 8 to be 
presented with the C.B.B. (Com- 


honors for services rendered in en- 
tertaining the forces and activities 
connected with his Merchant Navy 
Comforts Fund, 

Jack Waller brought off winning 


treble. Won his case against Jack 
| Hylton, when he was awarded $10.- 


| party to celebrate at Claridge’s 
annually. | 


| Reported comic Luis Sandrini signed 


000. Got damages from the British 
Broadcasting Corp. for misrepresen- 
tation of recent broadcast, and re- 
ceived check for royalties from 
Sweden for ‘No, No, Nanette.” Threw 
hotel 

The defunct Florence restaurant, 
off Piccadilly, which had a brief re- 
naissance after the outbreak of war 
as the Restaurant des Allies. now 


| reopening as a club for merchant sea- 


summer | 


Vaughn Monroe addressed lunch- 


eon meeting of Lions Club at Hotel 
Chelsea. 

A. C. Convention 
kept alive here for di 
though no more conventions expect- 


Bureau to be 


‘ed here. 


Director Joseph Altman announced 
Friday that Atlantic City Press Bu- 


duration, al-| 


men. Working folk in the U. S. sub- 
scribed close to $100,000 for the pur- 
pose. Ambassador John Winant will 
preside over opening ceremony 
July 23. 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Maurice Spitalnys will become 
grandparents (twice) some time this 
winter. 


WB regional sales convention is | 
skedded for William Penn hotel next | 


reau will be cut during war, but will | week (27-28), 


not be abolished. 


Burt Evans, former managing edi- | 


Edward J. Dougherty, many years tor of Bulletin-Index here, appointed 


stage manager and later 

manager of Convention Hall, now 

stage manager of Globe theatre. 
Robert Sharef, former A. P. cor- 


}dinners and Friday family nights for} yy 


respondent who was with last group | 


to escape from Dunkirk, is with 
Army Air Force here in. Madison 
Hotel. 


; 


assistant |to staff of Yank. 


Variety Club discontinued Monday 


the warm months. 
The Mark Neumans—he does the 
ign work for local WB office—have 

just.cradied a bey. 
Wife of John Hoolev 


manager of 


leased the | 


| Newsreel theatre, has gone to Ha- 
waii with a nursing unit. 

Nixon has already pencilled in the 
iLunts in S. N. Behrman’s. ‘The 
| Pirate’ for the week of Oct. 5. 

Nixon Cafe band leader Al Mar- 
| sico and his missus celebrated 18th 
| wedding anniversary last week. 
| Lawrence Carette, Mono office 
,/manager who recently became a 
| bridegroom, headed for the army. 
| Mrs. Eva Simon has gone to Hol- 
lywood for a visit with her son, 
S. Sylvan Simon, the Metro director. 

Daughter of Jimmy Good, of Nut 
House act of Good and Goodie, went 
|}down with measles day she arrived 
in town, 








Bucks County, Pa. 


Mrs. Jules Mastbaum, widow of 
flicker magnate, moving to New 
|Hope from Philly this fall. Has 
lacquired extensive property on 
| Route 202. 
| Jo Davidson polishing off new 
head of v.p. Wallace at his Bucking- 
ham house. 


‘at Moss Harts. 

| Flora Robson, who debuted at Mc- 
Carter theatre, Princeton, last week 
in ‘Elizabeth the Queen.’ weekend- 
ing at Herb Wards. Miss Robson 
was recipient of three parties last 
weekend in Princeton, and finished 
up strong while others of troupe 
were visibly flagged out. 

Bucks County Playhouse parking 
lot has been turned into community 
|supervised playground for village 
'kids now that theatre is shuttered 
| because of rationing. 

St. John Terrell working on his 
new house in Mt. Airy, N. J. Claims 
he installed plumbing and electric 


lights solo. 
Cia 


Sid and Laura Perelman at their | 


Point Pleasant 
new play. 
Emile Gauvreau polished off new 
book at his local retreat on U. S. 
‘aviation and its future course for 
Dutton, out in fall. Gauvreau banged 
out entire tome in 28 days based on 
his work as Congressional investiga- 
tor under late Billy Mitchell. 
| Harry Haenigsens visited over 
| weekend by p.a. Bill Doll and ac- 
| tress, Nina Hill. 


home working on 





Joe Hyman visiting over weekend | 








| H’wood Barristers 


——~~—mas Ontinued from page 3 














to individual interpretations in the 
courts. 

In the first place, there’s the ‘sus- 
pend and extend’ provision, This is 
based on the failure for any reason 
of the individual to render service 
, to his employer, in this instance the 
j}act of going away to war for an in- 
determinate period; by its decree, 
the contract is suspended and held 
in abeyance, and extended to take in 
the specified period of performance 
from the time employment is re- 
sumed. This is the usual studio 
‘protection’ against illness, an Act of 
God and the like. 

Another Possibility 

However, the lawyers claim that 
a second possibility exists, to wit, 
that the courts might decide in some 
instances that, with neither payment 
nor performance on the part of the 
contractees, a legal stalemate had 
been established and that the period 
of the war had wiped out a corre- 
sponding period in the 
operation. This, 


contract's 
however, is re- 


| garded. here as a less probable in- | 


terpretation. 

A third angle is that a film star 
might come back as a national hero, 
with earning capacity greatly en- 
hanced, and therefore of a mind to 
seek any legal loophole whereby the 
old contract the studio had been 
holding for him would be voided. In 


this connection, there are rising 


stars, like Vie Mature (now in the | 


Coast Guard), who feel that the old 
contract does not keep financial pace 
with their changed status. 
don’t want any  contract-holding 
being done in their absence. They'd 
like to call quits and start all over 
again. 

That wouldn't be exactly accord- 
ing to Blackstone. But what studio 
would wish to be embarrassingly 
placed in the position of openly 
bickering with a man just fresh out 
of uniform? 

On the studios’ side, however, 
| there’s the fact that they now face 
a ‘God-kiven chance,’ as one lawyer 
put it, to get rid of unwanted lead- 

ing men who had been operating 
‘here on straight contracts. Still, 
that’s only a chance, a bare one. For 
there’s the overall problem of the 
Federal statute which provides that 
all men returning from war are en- 
titled to reclaim their former jobs. 
And in a case like the above, a rul- 
ing might feasibly be rendered 
whereby a contract is declared to be 
the job. 
told, the situation currently 
adds up to a lawyer's headache. But 
that seems fair enough, inasmuch as 
they're strictly the kind of people 
who can buy plenty of aspirin 


i 


They | 


Hollywood 





Groucho Marx divorced. 

Joan Blondell under doctor's care, 

Jean Arthur returned from Broade 
way vacation, 

Dore Schary back to work at Me- 
tro after vacation. 

Cobina Wright, Jr., out of hospital 
after appendectomy 

Frank Lloyds observed their 29th 
wedding anniversary. 

Wendell Willkie in town huddling 
with film executives. 

John Considine, Jr., returned from 
huddles in Washington. 

Mary Anita Loos is Hunt Strom- 
berg’s new editorial assistant, 

Claire Trevor divorced Clark Ane 
drews, former radio producer. 

Victor Mature being sued for di- 
vorce by widow of Hal Kemp. 

Ann Pennington does a dance rou- 
tine in ‘China Girl’ at 20th-Fox. 

Gladys George returns to pictures 
,at Paramount after a long period in 
legit. 

George Hurrell checked in at Co- 
chief pcrtrait photog- 





;lumbia as 
rapher. 

Frank Borzage, Fred MacMurray 
and John Wayne bought 1.000-acre 
cattle ranch. 

C. L. Alleborn, unit production 
manager, celebrated his 21st year 
with Warners. 

Adolph ‘Whitey’ Schaeffer moved 
from Columbia to Paramount as still 
photography head. 

Irving Fein joined Colurtbia’s 
flackery as sub-department head 
under Howie Mayer. 

Erskine Caldwell to speak on Rus- 
sia July 31 under auspices of Holly- 
wood Writers Mobilization. 

Jean Hershoit, George Bagnall and 
| Sol Lesser appointed to finance com- 
|mittee of Motion Picture Relief 
| Fund. 
| Majors Frank Capra and Anatole 
| Litvak transferred fro Washington 





{to Hollywood to make _ patriotic 
| shorts. 
William Nutt became head of 


| RKO’s story department, where he 
| had been pinch-hitting since the de- 
parture of Collier Young. 

Mervin Travis, representing War 
Poduction Board, in from Washing- 
ton to confer with producers on con- 
servation of vital materials. 

George Manker Watters of Fox- 
West Coast «'ected chairman of L.A. 
Theatre De’ ise Bureau to succeed 
Rodney Pan.ages, retired after eight 
weeks’ service. 

Lieut. Commander Crovdon M. 
Wassell, decorated in the Java Sea 
battle, checked out of Paramount 
after a hitch as technical adviser to 
Cecil B. DeMille. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Jack Cohen, 20th-Fox city sales- 
man, took first physical for Army. 

Carl Reese, new Republic branch 
manager, making first tour of terri- 
tory. 

John Boles here as star and m.c. of 
| Aquatennial celebration’s ‘Aqua 
| Water Follies. 

Army airplane exhibition to boost 
| war bond and stamp sales drew 15,- 
| 000 to World-Chamberlain field. 

Charlie Jackson, WB salesman, 
landed ‘35-pound muskie after 40- 
minute battle at Lake of Woods, 
Minn. 

Twin City Variety club held «an- 
| nual golf tournament at Oak Ride 
| club, with clubrgom Calcutta pre- 
| ceding. 

Harry Dickerman, indenendent cir- 
' cuit owner, bicycling 205 miles from 
Fort Williams to Duluth for a sum- 
mer vacation, 

Younger son of 
Warner Brothers’ advertising acces- 
sories manager, in Navy torpedo 
schoo] at Pearl Harbor 

Bob Burns> with wife and kid 
along, doing plenty of fishing during 
northern Minnesota vacation before 
returning to Hollywood 

Harry Katz, erstwhile local bur- 
lesque impresario, now assigned to 
first sergeant duties with tank bat- 
talion at Ft. Lewis, Was’! 

Week in advance of ‘This Above 
All’ engagement, all Minnesota 
Amusement company houses here 
carried trailers ‘congratulating’ State 
theatre on ‘bringing to Minneapolis 
| the year’s finest picture.’ 


Kansas City 


By John Quinn 





‘Kelly’ Evidon, 





John Sheffield, Tarzan, Jr.. at the 
Midland theatre making a one-day 
stop in his bond-selling tour. 

Kathryn Joffee, wife of the Tower 
theatre manager, doing nicely after 
a major operation at St. Luke's hos- 
pital. 

Frank Milton, tenor and local boy, 
leaving town to open in NTG’s show 
at the Florentine Gardens in Holly- 
wood next Friday (24). 

Milt Crandall in town for Uni- 
versal few days helping set cam- 
| paign for current showing of ‘Eagle 
| Squadron’ -in- Esquire -and -Uptown 
thestraes 
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OBITUARIES 


HERB ANGELL 


Herb Angell, 39, chief announcer 
at station KQV, Pittsburgh, died in 
that city last week of a heart 
ailment on the day he was to 
have returned to work from his an- 
nual vacation. Angell has been ail- 
ing ever since he was first stricken 
more than a year ago. : 

He joined the KQV announcing 
staff in 1932 following a short 
stretch as a character actor with 
the KQV Players. Through most of 
the last 10 years he had _ been 
chiefly identified with two long- 
running shows, ‘Sons of the Pio- 
neers,’ on which he was the 
sheriff, and ‘Say It With Music,’ for 
which he did the narration. In ad- 
dition to his wife, Angell leaves five 
children, four boys and a girl. 





PAUL GREGORY 


Paul Gregory, 38, died July 19 in 
Harkness Pavilion, N. Y., of can- 
cer, 

Gregory, a musical comedy per- 
former, was best known for his 
work in some of the late Flo Zieg- 
feld’s shows, his last appearance 


for that producer’ being in 
‘Whoopee,’ which starred Eddie 
Cantor. Gregory had intensive op- 


eratic vocal training, but never made 
the long-hair field. 

A brother, who survives, is Hank 
Ladd, currently appearing in vaude 
with Bert Wheeler. Ann Gregory, 
@ daughter, also survives. 





SILAS SNYDER 
Silas Edgar (Si) Snyder, 72, pub- 
licity man in early film days and 
later editor of technical publications, 
died July 14 in Gardena, Cal., after 
@ long illness. In the silent picture 


In Memory of My Life Long Pal 


SAM SCRIBNER 


“Gone But Not Forgotten” 
CHARLES H. WALDRON 





days Snyder was press agent for 
Ruth Roland and the Rockett Broth- 
ers. 

As editor more recently, he pre- 
sided over American Cinematogra- 
pher and the International Photog- 
rapher, trade journals connected 
with the American Society of Cine- 
matographers. 





MARIO SAINT-CYR 


Mario Saint-Cyr, 48, composer, con- 
ductor, poet, novelist and playwright, 
died July 16 while bathing in Lake 
Erie near his summer home at Pointe 
Aux Peaux, near Monroe, Mich. 
Death was due to a heart attack. 
Saint-Cyr spent his summers at his 
Monroe home and winters in Orlan- 
do, Fla. He was born in Rome, Italy, 
and received an extensive musical 
education in Europe. 

His widow survives. 





HAYDEN OWENS 

Hayden Owens, 46, head of the 
music department at Ohio North- 
ern University, died July 13 in West- 
port, Conn. He was at one time as- 
sociated with the Boston Grand 
Opera Co., the Opera Comique of 
Paris and the Stadischer of Berlin. 
He organized the Ohio Northern 
University’s cappella choir, which 
made numerous concert tours. 

His mother, sister, son and daugh- 
ter survive. 

ERNEST WOOD 

Ernest D. Wood, 55, actor for 40 
years on stage and screen, died July 
13 in Hollywood after a heart at- 
tack. In his early stage career he 
played with Weber and Fields on 
Broadway. His last legit appear- 
ance was in the Sam Harris produc- 
tion, ‘Marriage Bed.’ 

In later years Wood played char- 
acter roles in pictures. Surviving 
is his widow. 





CORNELIUS W. MOORE 

Cornelius W. Moore, 52, died July 
13 at the Will Rogers hospital, 
Saranac Lake, after an illness of 
three months. He performed in 
many Broadway productions before 
his health was undermined. He was 
@ World War 1 veteran. 

Body was sent to Troy for crema- 
tion, his last wishes being that the 
—_ bg placed in the Lambs Club 





LUIGI CONSTANTINO 
Luigi Constantino, 77, composer 
and pianist, died July 19 in East 
View, N. Y. A native of Italy, Con- 
stantino had been a concert pianist 
in this country for the past 35 years. 


He is the composer of an opera, 
‘Simplon,’ written in 1904 and first 
presented in Italy. 

His widow survives, 





CHARLES DUTKIN 


Charles Dutkin, veteran Philly 
exhibitor, died July 15 of a heart 
attack during ceremonies honoring 
parents of soldiers in West Phila- 
delphia. Dutkin was a past com- 
mander of a Jewish War Veterans 
Post in the district. 

Ill for the past two years, Dutkin’s 
last film connection was as manager 
of the Girard theatre. He was at 
one time employed by the Stanley- 
Warner circuit. 


CHARLES H. SMITH 


Charles H. Smith, 76, member of 
the old vaudeville team of Smith 
and Campbell and later a film actor, 
died July 11 in Hollywood. Sur- 
viving is his widow, Lillian Ashley 
Smith, also onetime vaude per- 
former. 

For the last 12 years he had been 
in the restaurant business. 





MARIO DE LARA 


Mario de Lara, 46, noted Mexican 
picture director, was killed, July 5, 
with his wife, Consuelo, 38, and her 
brother, Miguel, 16, when the auto- 
mobile he was driving crashed into 
a river near Mexico City during a 
thunder storm. 

De Lara had directed more than 
50 pictures. 





JACK GAULKE 


Jack Gaulke, 40, former violinist 
with Wayne King, Johnny Hamp and 
Buddy Fisher, died July 13 of heart 
attack at his home in Milwaukee, 
where a year ago he founded the 
Music Institute of America, a school 
for advanced instrumentalists, 

Survived by widow. 

PIOQUINTO GONZALEZ 

Pioquinto Gonzalez, 51, prolific 
Mexican composer of popular songs, 
died July 1 in El Paso, Tex. A na- 
tive of Durango state, Mexico, he 
had lived in El Paso for about five 
years, 

He was regarded as one of the 
leading interpreters of Mexican folk 
music. 








MONA HUNGERFORD 
Mona Hungerford, 42, English ac- 
tress, died July 17 in New York. 
Miss Hungerford had been appear- 
ing in NBC radio plays since 1934, 
when she retired from the stage. 
Her last Broadway appearance was 
in a play, ‘The Man From Toronto.’ 
LAWRENCE DUNBAR 
Lawrence Dunbar, 28, stage actor, 
died July 19 in Westboro, Mass. 
Death occurred from a heart attack. 
Dunbar had been performing the 
lead role of a play, ‘Western Union’ 
in the Red Barn summer theatre, 
Westboro. 





JIM CLEMMER 

Jim Clemmer, 61, pioneer north- 
west showman and manager of Fifth 
Avenue theatre, Seattle, died sud- 
denly July 20. 

He opened the Dream theatre in 
Seattle in 1908 and later operated 
the Clemmer theatre. 





‘SPIKE’ ROBISON 

‘Spike’ Robison, 58, Hollywood film 
actor and sports figure for 25 years, 
died July 13 in Maywood, Cal., fol- 
lowing a heart attack. In his early 
days he was prominent as a boxer 
in British and American rings. 

WILLIAM BOEHNEL 

William Boehnel, 44, N. Y. World- 
Telegram film critic, died July 17 in 
New York. 

Details in the Film dept. 





WALTER SENNEY 
Walter Senney, manager of the 
Portland, Ore, Mayfair, died July 
19 of a heart attack en rowte to 
a vacation in Spokane, Wash. 





Mrs, Adelaide Nelson Crozier, 34, 
former publicity director for radio 
station WAAM in Newark, N. J., 
which later became WNEW, died 
July 17 in East Orange General Hos- 
pital, East Orange, N. J. Her father, 
the late I. R. Nelson, was owner of 
the station. Her husband, mother, 
sister and two brothers survive. 





Wife of Charles S. Philbrook, vet- 
eran Pittsburgh exhibitor, died at 
her home in that city last week after 
an illness of many years. In addi- 





tion. to her husband, she leaves a 


son, Charles Philbrook, 11, her 
mother, a brother and three sis- 
ters. 





Mrs, Ethel Butler Young, 52, wife 
of John Orr Young, former president 
and one of the founders of Young & 
Rubicam, N. Y. ad agency, died July 
17 in Westport, Conn. Her husband 
and two sons survive. 





Jesse Albert Hibbs, 65, father of 
Jesse Hibbs, assistant director at 
Warners and former Daily Variety 
football picker, died July 13 in Los 
Angeles. 





Mrs. Rose Hammerstein Tostevin, 
61, daughter of the late Oscar Ham- 
merstein, theatrical and opera pro- 
ducer, died July 18 in New Rochelle, 
ee A 





MARRIAGES 


Sadie Kelly to Albert A. Weiland, 
in Pittsburgh, July 7. Bride is 
cashier at RKO exchange there; he’s 
veteran Pitt exhibitor. 

Dorothy Gill to Bill Brady, in Las 
Vegas, Nev., July 13, Bride is show- 
girl at Earl Carroll’s.. Groom sings 


there. 

Leona Deane to Capt. Philip 
Jeeves in Melbourne, Australia, 
July 10. Bride, radio writer last 


with J. Walter Thompson agency in 
Aussie. Jeeves, formerly radio 
executive at Station 2-GW, now in 
Australian intelligence. Mrs. Jeeves 
is sister of Albert Deane, Para- 
mount’s foreign ad-publicity chief 
in N. Y. 

Lana Turner to Stephen Crane in 
Las Vegas, Nev., July 17. Bride is 
Metro film star recently divorced 


‘from Artie Shaw, orchestra leader. 


Norma Jean Ross to Wayne Van 
Dyke, July 20, in Chicago. Bride is 
radio actress; groom a singer. 

Ann LaBarba to Edward Ward, in 


Las Vegas, Nev., July 20. He is 
composer - conductor on 20th-Fox 
staff. 


Jane Doe to Edward Norris, in 
Lempe, Ariz., July 18. Both are in 
pictures, groom. is ex-husband of 
Ann Sheridan. 


Joan Crawford to Phillip Terry in 
Ventura, Calif., July 21. Both are 
screen players. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Lee King, 
daughter, July 14, in Los Angeles. 
Mother is daughter of Jack Lait, 
editor of N. Y. Daily Mirror. Father 
is studio worker. 


Mr. and Mrs. Walter Wagner, son, 
July 15, in Néw York. Father is 
stage manager of original company, 
of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace.’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Pandro Berman, 
daughter, in Hollywood, July 14. 
Father is producer at Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Fitchett, son, 
in Pittsburgh, July 16. Father’s pi- 


ano player with Tommy Carlyn’s 
band. 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert C. Knapp, 


son, in Schenectady. Father is sta- 
tion WGY engineer there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cleve Conway, 
daughter, July 14, in Evanston, II, 
Father is NBC announcer on Chi- 
cago staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. James J. McGuinn, 
Jr., son, July 13, in Cuneo hospital, 
Chicago. Father is with NBC press 
department in Chi. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. Merle Connell, 
daughter, July 15, 
Father is president of 
Movies, 16 mm. outfit. 

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Ford, son, July 
in Hollywood, July 16. Father is 
in 20th-Fox music department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Ford, son July 
14, in Swedish Covenant hospital, 
Chicago. Father is continuity writer 
for Blue Network there. 

Mr. and Mrs. George’ Harmon 
(Pat) Hill, daughter, July. 12, in 
Buffalo. Father is announcer at 
WBEN, Buffalo. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Glazer, son, 
July 17, in Hollywood. Father is 
sound effects librarian at RKO. 

Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell Arnow, 
daughter, July 18, in Hollywood. 
Father is talent executive at Colum- 
bia. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Kaye, daugh- 
ter, July 17, in Los Angeles. Father 
is assistant director at Republic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Godwin, son, 
July 17, in New York. Father is 
manager of W71NY, the FM outlet 
of WOR, New York. 

Dr. and Mrs. William Russell, son, 
in Hollywood, July 19. Father is 
Paramount dramatic coach. 

Captain and Mrs. Robert D. Levitt, 
daughter, in New York, July 21. 
Mother is Ethel Merman; father was 
promotion man for N. Y. Journal- 
American, currently attached to 


Modern 





U. S. Army Quartermaster. Corps. 


in Hollywood. 








Vanderbilt Hotel 
(Page Pago Room) 
Terry Lyon 
Gail McDonald 


Andre Villon 
Wally Wanger Co 
D Schrader Ore 


Bills Next Week 


Continued from page 40 


Winnle’s Riptide - 


Clift Winehill 
Ben Perry 

June De Voe 
Marie Stanley 
Patricia Parker 
Crawford Parker 
House Line 


PHILADELPHIA 
Alpine Musical Berl Booker 
Bar Mary Love 


Knights of Rhythm 
D'sy Mae Hep Cats 
Club Bali 

George Church 
Arthur Blake 
Ginger Lane 
Brown Sisters 
Balilovelies 
Alan Fielding Ore 
Stratford Garden 
(Bellevue Stratford 
Hotel) ~- 
Walter Miller Orch 
Ben Franklin 
Leslies 
Barbara Blane 
Nina Korda 
Kay Hunt 
Herb Woods Orc 
Benny the Bum’s 
Susan Lane 
Phylis Foster 
El Gauchos 
Carroll’s 
Gaines Ore 
Carrollettes 
Bloise Mack 
Lois Quinn 
Anne Thomas 
Bobby Vail 
Barron Lee 
Troy Brown 
Johnny Cahill 
Clendennings 
Frank Vick 
Adrian Rollini 
Johny Paris 
College inna 
Suzettes (4) 
Lillian Chaplin 
Pattie Kennedy 
Dorey Dale 
Delse Dee 
Joe McFadden 
Crescent 5 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
Di Pintos 


Tommy Rowe 
Lew Dacri 
Ann Carroll 
Charlie Nolan 
Pedro Blanco Ore 
B Donoldson Gls 
Embassy 
Zola Grey 
Alice Mitchell 
Anne Rupert 
Grace Hewson 
Dorothy Porter 
EmbassylIphs 4 
Geo Clifford 
Pat Sherlin Ore 
Germantown Bar 
Hilly Hey 
Huntsmen 
(H Walton Roof) 


E & J Leach 
Virginia Austin 
Andrew Sis 


Don Richards 
Stump & Stumpy 
Peggy Loeb 
Glamour Gls 

Rose Gallo 

Eddie De Luca Ore 
Hopkins’ Rathskeller 
Billy Kelly 


Wade & Wade 
Helen Wilson 
Ollie Yoyo 


Dave Gold Ore 
Laiglon Bar 
Rose Venuti 8 
Mott’s Melville 
Lexington Casino 
Steve Murray 
Naval Cadets (6) 
H’wood Brunettes 
Lanny Vale 
Ted Oliver Ore 
Little Rathskeller 
Brown Sis 
Dolly Bruce 
Yvette & Duval 
Flying Berrys 
Eddie Schaffer 
Victor Hugo’s Ore 
Lou’s Chancellor Bar 
Renoldo Quartet 
Gloria Mann 
Ernie Swan 
Minstrel Tavern 
Lillian Russo 
Ed McGoldrick Jr 
Anita Thoma 
Sally Foy 
Joe Lonegan 
Margie March 
Sissy Ginnie Loftus 
Ed McGoldrick Sr 


Moravian Bar 
Bon-Bon Buddies 
Kenny Shaffer 3 
Dick Wade 
Murray Rhythm Bar 
Fay Ray 
Lillian Bishop 





Dotty King Ore 
Nell Dieghan’s 
Frank Arena 
Keeland & Miller 
Dornfields 
Frank Murtha 
Rhythm Maniacs 
Geo Marchetti Ore 
Old Falls Tavern 
Music Hall Gls 3 
Joyce Dinnings 
Barbara Jones 
Montez & Marco 
Harry Holly 
Billy Hays Ore 
Open Door Cafe 
Warren Hoden 
Lew Folds 
Bernardettes 6 
Sophisticates 3 
Maurie Sweidlow 
Frank Palumbo’s 
Frankie Schluth 
Gloria French 
Iris Wayne 
Jeanettes 
Kaye & Grey 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 
Gene Eyman Orc 
Ritz Cariton 
Howard Lanin Ore 
Roman Grille 
Peggy Martin 
Brad Sis 
Floyd Mann 
Cy White 
Jack Ysoun Ore 
River Prive Ter 
Dick Wharton Ore 
Sam’s Cafe 
Rosalie Jovenelil 
Leonard Kramer 
Billie Diamond 
Alan Sher 
Princess C Lee 
Mike Ray Ore 
Showboat 
Margie Smith 
Edy the, Brown 
Joe Rankin 
Tyler & Renaud 
Claytons 


Harry Taylor Ore 
Silver Lake Inn 
Col Geo Reed 


D & J Herman 

Alice Lucey 

Diaz & Diane 

Frank Hassel Ore 

Sun Ray Gardens 

Carol Cayne 

Beatrice & Danny 

Niles & Jo-Ann 

Betty Rae 

Irma Lynn 

Wade & Wade 

Agnes Willis 

69th St. Rathskeller 

Perlita 

L & P Valdes 

Don Romero 

Marsha Stevens 

Earl McGee 

Tony Rennett Ore 
Swan Club 

Cleo Barr 

Ted Lewis. Jr 

Vincent Rizzo Ore 

8 Guesses 

Honey Breen 

Boyd & Smith 
Town Tavern 


Rochelle Gordon 
Dancey Dare 
Jimmy Clark 
Wally Burns 
Mary Novis 
20th Century 
Sally La Marr 
Rose Venuti (3) 
Harry McKay 
Trans Atlantic L’ge 
Henry Patrick 


Jack Lewis Trio 
Venice Grill 

Vesta Victorla 

Lola Gray 

Merrill Sis 

Dottie Brennan 

Al Carlton 

Don Nicholas Ore 

Weber’s Hof Brau 

Camden 

Bruce Norman 

Yvette Norman 

Lucky Girls (6) 

Bill Baird 

Temple City 4 

Jules Flacco’s Ore 

Raths’r Eldoradians 

Dave Pierson 
Yacht Club 

Monya Alba 

Ginger Lynn 

Dot Landy 

Anne Tally 

Jack Hutchinson 

Victor Nelson Orc 


PITTSBURGH 


Alpine Lodge 
Tommy Carlyn Ore 
Arlene Day 

Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Ore 

Balcomades 
Bob Lazar Ore 
Dale Spohrer 

Bill Green’s 
Brad Hunt Ore 
Jeanie Regal 
Billy Carmichael 

Blue Ridge Inn 
Lou Lucky Ore 
Cozy Harris 
Cornell Cooper 
Edith Murray 
Hank Whitehouse 
Jean Rae 
Boogie-Woogie Club 
Clinton Ore 
Priscilla Scott 
Cecil Groves 
Bobby Marshall 
Boog Sherman 
Racehorse Williams 
Harry Comorado 

Cork and Bottle 
Lloyd Fox 





Colonial 
J Spitainy Ore 
Eddie Peyton’s 
Geo Overhoit Ore 
Eddie Peyton 
Marion Muller 
51 Club 
Max Tarshis 
Pat McCauley 
Linda Cotta 
Sally Rice 
Torchy Cole 
Sherrly Lane 
Margie Norris 
Hotel Fort Pitt 


Ken Bailey Ore 
Johnny Mitchell 
Harry Walton 
Jessie Wheatley 
Hotel ow 
(Silver Grill) 
Marty Schramm 
4 Kings & Queen 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel 7th Avenue 
Harry Bigley 
Escorts 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Joe Vera 
Sam Bari 





gop yt ; Redd’s Cafe 
ohn Bongu 
Hotel Schenley | pyc) 2 °u! Ore 
ae Ore Eddie Palmer 
oy Lint 

Hotel Wm. Penn Squirrel Coop 


(Continental Bar) 
Billy Catizone 
Lenox Gordon 
Deno Belli 
John Fritz 
Kennywood Park 


Tiny Miller 

Dale Harkness 
Eddies Miller 
Pat McGowan 
Snowball Jackson 


Bernie Cummins O Trelon 
Walter Cummins Frank Ramos Ore 
Adrene Holland Yatch Club 
Therman Sheeler H Middl 
Stevens Bros Ralph a Ore 
Big Boy : Appletons 
Zenka Malikava Lee Royce 
Merry-Go-Round [yioya & Wills 
Howard Baum Orc} Floyd Christy 
Sally Hughes Marybeth Sires 
New Hillcrest Hoffman Sis 
George Wells Ore Sky-Vue 


Hen Blue Ore 
Union Grill 
Sammy Walters 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
Annabelle Faber 
M & R Gunsett 
3 Merry Maids 
Faber Girls 
Victory Leunge 
Joey Reynolds 
Freddy Rose 
Webster Hall 
Nelson Maples Ore 
Fashionettes 
West View Park 
Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Saliy Lang 
Dick Martin 
Joe Cuda 
The Great Betty 


Nixon Cafe 
Al Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 
Martez & DeLita 
Belmont Bros 
Nick & V Cellins 
Victor & Ruth 
Nu House 
Chuck Wilson 
Hal & Dolly 
Pillolo Pete Ore 
Good & Goodie 
Herbie Linn 
Orchard Inn 
Benny Burton Ore 
Oasis 
Al Snyder Ore 
Johnny Wiles 
Pines 
Don Rutter 
Bill LeRoy Ore 








House Reviews 


‘ontinued from page 3 


STANLEY, PITT 


to the floor before pulling herself up 
again in a stunt that had the packed 
house out front pounding their palms 
for minutes. 


Among the chief virtues of Lewis’ 
shows is speed, with everything 
moving at a vigorous tempo and no 
time lost ‘for encores. Singing 
chores are handled by Kayne Sisters, 
three gals who sit on the stand and 
who help present a colorful flash, 
their red gowns blending in with 
red coats of bandsmen against a 
black background, and Helen Tell, 
latter with great deal of poise and 
pipes to match. Kaynes are reserved 
for the flash vocals and harmonize 
okay. Another femme trio, formerly 
billed as The Aristocrats, are now 
Lindsay, LaVerne and Betty and 
over big with their tumbling and 
rope-jumping tricks, despite fact that 
a turn almost exactly the same 
played Stanley last week, and an- 
other just like it was around only a 
few weeks before that. Lewis also 
has a 12-year-old, Audrey Jean Zim- 
merman, who handles a couple of 
whirling batons with ease of a prac- 
ticed, veteran, and, in Gertrude 
Erdey, an acceptable tapster whose 
routines, however, are strictly on the 
conventional side. 


Biz just about capacity. 


PALACE, CLEVE. 


Clude Lucas Orch, Will and Gladys 
Ahearn, Jane Ward, Teddy Martin, 
Hal LeRoy, Louise Beavers; ‘Big 
Shot’? (WB). 





Cohen. 





Short on laughs but long on swing- 
copation is this stanza’s lineup at the 
RKO de luxer, which is showing a 
nice profit on name bands this sum- 
mer. Although Clyde Lucas’ crew 
is billed over Hal Le Roy, the lat- 
ter dances away with the show and 
all the apnlause honors. Le Roy 
runs the gamut of tapology with a 
masterly, precise technique. His 
flashy and intricate side-kicks makes 
even the jivers sit up, and his tap- 
ping exhibition while sitting on a 
chair has a puneh that no other act 
on this bill can equal. 

Lucas’ brasses get off a little too 
loudly in jive, particularly ‘Congo 
Rhythm’ and ‘El Chinoto,’ but in, 
general band dispenses a breezy, in- 
fectious brand of swing that this 
stand’s clientele demands. Outfit of- 
fers more vocals than any other band 
heard hereabouts this summer, with 
the boys putting a lively jingle into 
that ‘Jangle’ ditty while leader sells 
his trombone specialty smartly. Jane 
Ward doesn’t do much to speak 
about in ballads, not comparable to 
Teddy Martin, who knows how to 
uncork a good baritone without any 
eye-rolling or mugging. 

Hefty Louise Beavers, Negro 
mammy film actress who hails from 
nearby Cincinnati, builds up her 
repertory of ballads with joviality 
and hearty voice. She puts across 
‘Abraham’ as well as ‘Sunny Side of 
Street’ in good Harlem idiom. Skit 
from ‘Belle Starr,’ in which she 
shakes her 250 pounds amusingly, is 
her best bit. 

Will and Gladys Ahearn merge 
rope tricks, steps and gags satis- 
factorily. Although Will’s humor 1s 
familiar, his fast knee-bruising hoof- 
ing and ballroom stuff with partner 
and lariat go over smartly. 

Despite murderously hot weather. 
turnstiles whirled briskly over the 





weekend. Pullen. 
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Passing of Moe Annenberg 


Spectacularly successful, ruthless 
on the way to the financial top, Moses 
L. Annenberg, 64, who was the czar 
of racing information, died in Roch- 
ester, Minn., Monday (20), succumb- 
ing to pneumonia after an abdominal 
operation at the Mayo clinic. He 
had been recently parolled from the 
federal prison at Lewisburg, Pa., be- 
cause of illness, after serving part.of 
a three-year sentence for income tax 
fraud. 

Raised in a Chicago. slum, Annen- 
berg rose to vast influence through 
his interest in newspapers, first spe- 
cializing in circulation. Like some 
other characters who amassed great 
fortunes, legally or otherwise, he 
came afoul of the federal tax laws, 


‘and none who has tried to beat the 


‘tax rap’ has yet succeeded, so far as 
known. While under indictment, 
Annenberg, when entertaining friends 
on his estate at New City, N. Y., said 
he had offered the Government a 
$9,500,000 settlement. His offer was 
not accepted, and he was fined $10,- 
000,000. Half of that fortune he ‘put 
on the line,’ with the balance to be 
paid over a seven-year period, mort- 
gages being given the Government 
on all his properties, including a 
home in Miami and a ranch in Wy- 
oming, but not the Philadelphia In- 
quirer, which he purchased in 1936 
for $15,000,000. After acquiring that 
daily, a violently anti-New Deal pa- 
per, he entered Pennsylvania politics, 
and his troubles appear to have dated 
from that time. 

Annenberg was credited with hav- 
ing the largest individual income in 
the country, and his was the largest 
individual tax evasion case on rec- 
ord, totaling $5,548,384. 

There was hardly a bookmaker in 
the country who did not pay tribute 
to the Annenberg racing wire serv- 
ices. He owned the Daily Racing 
Form and The Morning Telegraph, 
in addition to most of the so-called 
scratch sheets. His interests extend- 
ed to detective magazines and other 
mags such as Click, Screen Guide, 
Radio and Movie Guide and also the 
Miami Tribune. He ‘had been circu- 
lation manager of the Heart news- 
paper chain and for a time publisher 
of the N. Y. Daily Mirror. 

Max Annenberg, a brother, was 
circulation manager of the N. Y. 
Daily News. He died last year. M. L. 
Annenberg is survived by a wife, son 
Walter, and seven daughters: One is 
wed to Paul Ames, a stock broker, 
who, with a brother, entered show 
business last season by producing 
‘Guest In the House.” Another (Syl- 
via) is a foremost woman golfer. 
Son is vice-president of the Inquirer 
corporation. 





3 Lose Mailing Privileges 
College Humor, Headline Detective 


and Front Page Detective mags lost | 


their second-class mailing privileges 


last week under a ruling by Post- | 


master General Frank C. Walker. 
Inasmuch as all three of the mags 
depend more on newsstand sale than 
mail subscriptions, revocation of 
their permits in itself is not a tough 
blow. Permits, however, are looked 
On by many municipal and police 
authorities as a stamp of approval 
and the mags probably will be kept 
off the newsstands of many cities as 
a result. 

Walker’s order listed a score or 
more articles from €ollege Humor 
(‘Fun Is Free for Coeds Spending 
Day at Lake Resort,’ ‘Outdoor Girls 


Initiated Indoors,’ etc.) and _ stated | 


that the quarterly systematically and 
consecutively made ‘appeals to the 
salaciously disposed’ with articles 
and pictures ‘plainty designed to 
catch the prurient.’ It cited the testi- 
mony of the editor at the Postoffice 
Department’s hearing that ‘the pic- 
tures we print, we print simply be- 
cause they are leg art and nothing 
CHA: s,s 

Lists of 50 or so objectionable 
Stories in Headline Detective and 
Front Page Detective were issued by 
the Postmaster General. They in- 
cluded such titles as ‘Murder Next 
Door to the House of Ill-Fame.’ ‘He 
Tried to Make Love to Me...and Be- 
gan Tearing My Clothes Off’ and ‘I’m 
Sex Crazy.’ 





Miss Martin’s WAAC Job 


Jackie Martin, who was photog- 
rapher for the Chicago Sun’s Wash- 
ington bureau, and also Washington 
art editor for Woman’s Home Com- 
panion, resigned these posts, which 
paid $15,000 per year, to become of- 
ficial photographer for the Women's 
Army Auxiliary Corps. She left 
(15) for the WAAC’s training cen- 
ter at Des Moines, Iowa. 

Miss Martin recently 


returned | 
from a;trip to South America: made-| the competitive.Chi Tribune's daily 


under the auspices of the Brazilian 
government. She took the pictures 
while Mrs. John Hagar gathered ma- 
terial for a book. She is a fellow 
of the Royal Photographic Society 
and won the Arent. medal of Syra- 
cuse University for proficiency in the 


arts. Before that she was picture 
editor of the Washington Times- 
Herald. At least 50 of the nation’s 


expert mistresses of the lens were 
after the WAAC job. 





‘Variety’ Seeing War Service 

Leonard Lyons, in a recent N. Y 
Post column, stated: ‘Lord Amherst 
who as Jeffrey Holmesdale first won 
popularity here as a reporter for the 
N. Y. World, now is a Wing Com- 
mander in Egypt. His most coveted 
possession there is a six-month-old 
copy of ‘Variety’... 

Louis Sobol, in his Journal-Ameri- 
can column the same day, also made 
reference to this paper, by reprint- 
ing a letter from Major Lynn F. 
Cowan (Bailey & Cowan, vaude- 
ville), now in service in Australia, 
which the latter wrote Eddie Dow!l- 
ing, the actor-manager. The letter 
stated in part, ‘I haven’t heard from 
you in years, Eddie, but of course 
have read in ‘Variety,’ which reaches 
me ages old, of your success,’ etc. 
(full text of Major Cowan’s letter 
in Vaudeville section of this issue). 





Major Ochs on Duty 

Adolph Shelby Ochs has been 
commissioned as major in the U. S. 
Army and has taken leave of ab- 
sence from his post as general man- 
ager of the Chattanooga Times. 
Charles McD. Puckette, assistant to 
Arthur Hays Sulzberger, publisher 
of the New York Times, becomes 
acting general manager, succeeding 
Major Ochs. 

Major Ochs also resigned as chair- 
man of the board and as director of 
the Chattanooga Publishing Co. 
Godfrey N. Nelson, secretary of the 
N. Y. Times Co., and heretofore v.p. 
of the Chattanooga Publishing Co., 
elected chairman of the _ board. 
Puckette elected director to succeed 
Major Ochs and will be v.p. of the 
Chattanooga Co. Brig.-Gen. Julius 
Ochs Adler, president of the Times 
Printing Co. and publisher of the 
Chattanooga Times, has been in 
active service in the U. S. Army 
since Sept. 30, 1940. 

Major Ochs, 47, was lieutenant in 
cavalry in first “Vorld War, serving 
two years overseas, most of which 
time he was treasurer of the Stars 
and Stripes, A.E.F. newspaper. 





Gauvereau Vs. Winchell 
A paragraph in Walter Winchell’s 
| column last year is made the basis 
| of a $55,000 libel suit filed in N. Y. 
| federal court Monday (20) by Emile 
|Gauvereau, former editor of the 





N. Y. Daily and Sunday Mirror, 
against King Features Syndicate, 
Inc. Gauverau, claiming defama- 


tion of character, cites the Winchell 
column of Oct. 6, 1941, in which was 
printed a paragraph essentially a 
quotation from Ruth A. Phillips, for- 
merly of the Mirror’s editorial dept. 

Gauvereau alleges 
plaint the item ‘made him 
indolent, incompetent, irrespOnsible, 
a plagiarist and a literary charlatan.’ 
He claims the paragraph was pub- 
lished and distributed with malice 
aforethought. Although the item 
does not directly refer to him, Gau- 
vereau claims he is identified as 
i‘Govy’ and as ‘her former boss.’ 
Among the citations in the para- 
| graph, he claims he is accused of 
| plagiarising the Daily Mirror col- 
umns in writings subsequent to his 
position on the Hearst publications. 


Cousins Given Free Rein 

A new outfit, the Saturday Review 
| Associates, Inc., was organized last 
week by a group interested in giv- 
ing Norman Cousins a free hand in 
| developing Saturday Review of Lit- 
erature, weekly literary sheet. Paper, 
now in its 17th year, has been a 
steady artistic success if not so fi- 
nancially. 

Cousins, ex-editor of Current His- 
tory, has been executive editor of 
the literary tab for last two years, 
and recently created comment with 
a ‘War Morale’ issue. 








Chi Sun’s Circulation 

The Chicago Sun, from a 303,288 
peak, now has 277,083 daily and 450,- 
835 Sunday. This was announced last 
week, the first official circulation 
figure given out in some time. At 
the same time, it announced a vol- 
untary refund of 7.65% to adver- 
tisers during the first six months of 
| 1942. 
| During the first quarter of 1942 





circulation fell to 1,005,490 from last | 
year’s figure of 1,055,629. As all 
other Chi papers rose in that period, | 
it’s figured the Trib actually took a! 
bigger loss than indicated. | 

Jack Felt, assistant city editor of | 
the Sun, is now c.e., upped when | 
John Dienhart left. Turner Catledge, 
acting editor, is in effect the new ed, 
succeeding Major Rex Smith, now in 
Washington. Feature ed Ned Dem- 
by is out; no replacement yet. Bob 
Locke is new nite club editor under 
Wolfe Kaufman, film critic. 





Canadian [nvasien Talk 

Guy Rhodes, of the Canadian 
Press, discussed the possibility of 
the invasion of Canada by the Ger- 
mans from one side and the Japs 
from the other, in a guest appear- 
ance on the new. commentary, over. 
the Blue Sunday (19), by Roy Porter. 

Latter’s Associated Press cable 
editor in New York and former 
European correspondent of that or- 
ganization. 

$60,000 Libel Suit 

A $60,000 libel suit was filed in 
N. Y. federal court last week 
against Country Press, Inc., By Her- 
man Keston, author and playwright, 
and his wife, Toni Keston, directed 
against the monthly fiction magazine 
True. Plaintiffs allege an article, ‘I 
Paid the Nazi Price of Freedom,’ 
printed in the last February issue 
of True, involving Mrs. Keston as 
‘Hilde Kasten’ and identifying her 
as the wife of Herman Keston, was 
defamatory, false and libelous, 


The causes of action claim the 
article was unauthorized and that 
false illustrations were used _ in- 


tended to portray Mrs. Keston. 





LITERATI OBITS 


Edward M. Sullivan, 53, reporter 
for the N. Y. City News Assn. until 
its February disbandment, died July 
15 in Manhattan following six- 
weeks’ illness. 

Harry Spang, 56, staff photographer 
for Los Angeles Daily News, died 
July 11 in Van Nuys, Cal. Before 
moving to California, 14 years ago, 
he was with Buffalo (N. Y.) Courier. 
Surviving are his widow and son. 

Edward Conn, 57, newspaperman 
and founder and director of Foreign 
Affairs News Service, a syndicate, 
died July 16 in Washington. 

John R. Battin, 46, managing edi- 
tor of the Cedar Rapids Gazette, 
Iowa, died July 16 in Rochester, 
Minn. His work figured in a Pulit- 
zer prize award in 1935 to the 
Gazette for a campaign against 
political graft and corruption in 
State government. 

Edward Henry, 78, founder and 
publisher of a chain of seven weekly 
newspapers in Westchester County, 
N. Y., died July 16 in Hastings-on- 
| Hudson, N. Y. 

Lynn Bowman, 67, managing edi- 
tor of the Ashtabula (O.) Star- 





in his com- | 
appear | 


Beacon for the last 12 years, died 
| July 12 in Cleveland after a brief 
| illness, 


CHATTER 





Evans Plummer resigned as Coast 
editor of Annenberg's Movie & 
| Radio Guide. 

W. R. Burnett is writing a serial | 
for Colliers based on his Hollywood | 
story, ‘Little Girl, Big Town.’ 

Maxwell. Geismar from Mamaro- 
neck, writing on another eritical au- 
thor roundup, following ‘Writers In 
Crisis.’ 

Comic strip, based on Walt Dis- 
ney’s ‘Bambi,’ will be run in 100 
newspapers by King Features Syndi- 
cate, set to start July 19. 

William Seabrook has shifted pub- 
lishers, going from Harcourt Brace 





|He gets out a little one-man mag 
|; now 





| matic critic of the Sunday Observer, 


to Lippincott for his biog, ‘No Place 
to Hide.” The title is a bit am- 
biguous. 

Charlie Paddock, publisher of the 
Pasadena News-Star and Long Beach 
Press-Telegram, and once the world’s 
fastest sprinter, is now a major in 
U. S. Marine Corps. 

Lloyd Emerson Siberelle elected 
prez of Book Society of Cincinnati. 





and again, critical, ‘Imprima- 
tur’; in Latin, ‘let it be printed.’ 

Eudora Welty will have a new 
novel this fall. Same publisher that 
put out ‘Curtain of Green,’ Double- 
day-Doran. ‘Curtain’ is dedicated to 
her literary agent, Diarmuid Rus- 
sell. 

John Wilstach is writing a biog 
of Bat Masterson called ‘Gun 
Jump Champion.’ Bat and Wild Bill 
Hickok were pals, and Wilstach 
worked on both with his father, 
Frank J. Wilstach, for the biog 
‘Wild Bill Hickok’ they sold to Par 
for ‘The Plainsman.’ 

Ivor Brown, past 13 years dra- 


London, succeeds J. L. Garvin as 
acting editor'of the publication. 














Abbott & 


Continued 








have A. & C. rebuked. 


ing generously of time and talent to 
all war agencies brought an imme- 
diate repercussion. 

“I don’t like to question the mo- 
tives of a Cabinet member,’ said one 
studio representative here, ‘but this 
is something in Gevernmental public 
relations that should have the etten- 
tion of Elmer Davis, chief of the 


War Information Office. It is seri- 
ous enough to compromise the con- 
tribution which Hollywood has been 
making cheerfully to every appeal 
of the Government. I think Secre- 
tary Morgenthau owes Abbott & 
Costello a public apology, and I 


would go further, by ordering the 


discharge of the short-sighted offi- 
cial who inspired this gratuitous in- 
sult. I have so reported to my, studio, 
and I have also called the matter to 
the attention of the Hollywood Vic- 
tory committee which allocates stars 
to the war agencies.’ 

The handout which caused the 
eruption was a three-page release 
from the office of Carlton Duffus, 
director of Motion Pictures and Spe- 
cial Events of the War Savings Staff, 
who arranged the Abbott & Costello 
tour. 3 


Paradoxically enough, Duffus was 
in Hollywood when the release was 
issued, trying to round up motion 
picture stars for a grand’ tour in 
September to pep up the bond selling 
campaign. His office said that there 
would be no comment upon 
criticism of the Treasury Secretary 
until the matter had been threshed 
out later at an official conference. 

Mishandling Talent 

Washington showmen say that the 
principal difficulty in Government 
public relations is that the War, 
Navy and Treasury departments fail 
to realize that in their promotional 
activities they are in a branch of 
show business. They have, it is said, 
certain fixations, and set metheds of 
regulation, policy and tradition that 
run contrary to the amusement in- 
dustry’s ideas of sales promotion. 


Cited as typical illustration of 
Treasury Department mishandling 
was procedure for the Jimmy Dor- 
sey war bond rally at the District 
building last Friday (17). Although 
they were given a band, which gets 
$10,000 weekly for appearances in 
the film theatres, publicity was de- 
voted to stuffed shirts whc were to 
make speeches. Crowd turnout was 
1,500, whereas 10,000 could have 
been attracted had Dorsey band been 
properly exploited. Citizens commit- 
tee is blamed for this _ publicity 
blunder. 


The Morgenthau faux pas is con- 
sidered by industry representatives 
here as particularly unfortunate, be- 
cause in promoting the sale of war 
securities the Treasury Department 
has constantly called upon the big 
and little mames of the show world 
to assist in the sales ballyhoo. Since 
various promotional stunts were 
undertaken it has been stars like 


| Marlene Dietrich, Dorothy Lamour, 


Luise Rainer, Loretta Young, Myrna 
Loy, Jeanette MacDonald and others 
who have lured audiences for bond 
sales. The late Carole Lombard for- 
feited her life on such a Treasury 
assignment. 

As one industry representative 
phrased it: ‘The time has come to 


| get a showdown on how stars shall | 
into | 
public favor because of their screen | 


be treated. They have come 


activities, and it is an impossibility 
to properly promote their 
ances at bond rallies without 
reference to their picture work. No 
hard and fast line can be drawn 


some 


between their industry position and! 


their official capacity as bond sales- 
men. The Treasury Department, in 
some respects, seems to want to 
make it difficult for stars. In the 
Nelson Eddy case he wants to, and 
is, contributing all of his salary for 
radio work to war relief agencies, 
yet he must pay income tax on this 
revenue. Result is, that he deducts 
amount of income tax from the check 
and sends relief agencies the net. 
Neither ‘is expense contracted on 
these bond tours deductibie from 
income. 


‘I think the Treasury Department, 
like everybody else, gets these at- 
tractions with so little effort, it is 
inclined to underestimate their value. 
Certainly when they leave their 
studios, go to great inconvenience 
to help bond sales, they are entitled 
to some better. recompense than 


having a Cabinet member | publicly 


This public, 
criticism of stars who have been giv-| 


the 


appear- 
| 


Costello | 


from page 3 








question the 


motives.’ 


sincerity of 





More Coasters Touring 
Hollywood, July 21. 

Bud Abbott and Lou Costello leave 
the end of this month on a midwest- 
ern War Bond selling tour lasting 
34 days. Jaunt, sponsored by the 
U_ S._ Treasury Department, will 
keep fe combo on the road until 
early September. 

Meanwhile, Jeanette MacDonald 
has started a tour of Texas, Okla- 
homa, Missouri, Arkansas, Tennessee, 
Kentucky and Illinois for USO-Camp 
Shows, Inc., Ilona Massey is trek- 
king along the Pacific Coast and 
Marjorie Weaver and Frank Mc- 
Hugh are covering the Mississippi 
Valley as part of the program ar- 
ranged by the Hollywood Victory 
Committee. 





Cowboy -Stars’ Trek 
Hollywood, July 21. 

Art Davis and Dallas Worth, 
Stars of Producers Releasing Corp. 
‘Frontier Marshal’ western series, 
have returned to the Coast after 
covering 22,000 miles in 24 states 
selling War Bonds and Stamps. 
They are part of the Western Star 
Minute Men contingent set up by 
Carlton Diffus’ organization in the 
T-easury Department. 

Davis and Miss Worth also ap- 
peared at Army and Navy posts dur- 
ing the whirlwind tour, during 
which Davis also took time out to 
be married to Shirley Parfait. a 
Powers model, by Mayor Floyd 
Green, of Columbus, O. 


| Tal Coin—Low Guys 
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Tom Gubbins, a part Chinese, yclept 
‘the Mayor of Chinatown’ in Los 
Angeles. 

At that, the Chinese first had to be 
aes to accept this manna-from- 

eaven windfall, their origina] idea 
being that there wasn’t enough 
money to pay them for even pre- 
tending to be a Japanese. However, 
when it was represented that they 
thus were performing a service for 
invaded China, they consented to ac- 
cept the rich man’s bounty. 

Blue-Chipped Villainy 

There has been no such hesitation 
on the part of Conrad Veidt and Sig 
Rumann about playing nefarious 
Nazis.. Rumann is demanding and 
getting a stipend said to be $1,250 a 
week for his roles, and Veidt is so 
busy being the head of the Gestapo 
that every time an audience looks up 
nowadays Conrad {fs confronting it 
with a well-bred leer. 

He was seldom in action five years 
ago. Nor was Rumann at that time 
a Hollywood ‘must,’ even though he 
was fresh off his success in the stage 
version of ‘Grand Hotel.’ It took the 
war to make his Hollywood career 
really profitable. It also made pos- 
sible the national attention given Al- 
lyn Joslyn, previously just another 
character actor here. He got more 
publicity than did the principals in 
‘The Wife Takes a Flyer,’ a Nazi lam- 
poon. 

In the same way, a lot of compara- 
tive obscurities of a few months ago 
have come up to comparative fame, 
among them George Sanders, an 
| English-Russian, who plays Axis 
| heavies with consummate eclat: Kurt 
| Katch, a Pole; Lionel Royce and Paul 
|Henreid, Austrians; Noel Madison, 
jan American; Terham Bey, a Turk, 
who plays Italians and Japs; and 
George Zueco, who’s invariably a 
| Gestapo agent. 
| It may be noted that international- 
ism is rife in this list, that practi- 
|cally anybody can play anything in 
the Axis line and do it right up to the 
hilt, or, rather, the spade, if the gold 
rush theme is to be carried to a logi- 
cal conclusion. Anyhow, the pay 
| dirt and the dividexds are so rich 
that they’re even luring ex-stars like 
Victor McLaglen into the menace 
business. McLaglen is a heavy in the 
new 20th-Fox picture, ‘China Girl,’ 
which, ‘incidentally, has the current 
champion of feminine villainy, Mona 
Maris, in its cast. Odder still is the 
fact that Raymond Massey, the star 
of ‘Abraham Lincoln’ on the stage, is 
now a perfidious Nazi in Warners 
‘Desperate Journey,’ and that Sidney 
Greenstreet is a Japanese agent in 
another film on the same lot. 

As for J. Carroll Naish, who can 
play anything except ingenues, he’s 
really cleaning up, with the end far 
from yet. The end, in fact, probably 
won't even come with the end of the 
war, for the change then will be only 
in interpretation, not in story mate- 
rial . . 
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ON THE AIR 


CAMEL CARAVAN (Wm. Esty & Co.) @ Every Friday Night 10-11 E.W.T. 
eCBSe 


IN THEATRES 


PARAMOUNT THEATRE, New York, July 8—July 22 
MARKING A RETURN ENGAGEMENT WITHIN 3 MONTHS 


ON RECORDS | 


CURRENT DECCA RELEASES —He Wears A Pair Of Silver Wings 
Mighty Lak’ A Rose @ South Wind @ Wonder When My Baby’s Coming Home 






Vid@:\ 
RECORDS 


| : PERSONAL MANAGEMENT HAARRY LEEDY 
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